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And follow in the best way possible 
of that which has been sent down to you from your Rabb - The Qur’ān 

Q .39:55



Preface

‘This is The Book; in it is guidance sure, without doubt, to those that fear Allāh.’

(Sūrah 02; Āyah 02).

, ¿rst Pet %rother Badr Hashemi at K alamaz oo Islamic Center in M ichigan in 2016. 

As a M uslim American revert to Islam who was raised as a Christian, I immediately saw his 
passion as he explained this project, ‘ Introducing the Qur’ān’�

Brother Hashemi not only highlights each chapter, but offers the overarching lessons that 
truly make The Qur’ān it a book of guidance.

The beauty of The Qur’ān is that eYen for those that do not ePEraFe it as a Book of Divine 
Guidance, during these times of misunderstanding of M uslims and heightened Islamophobia,  
the Qur’ān is the Eook that Fan help Euild EridJes Zith non�M uslims. 

As much as we would like to distribute a translation of The Qur’ān in its entirety to those 
seeking a better understanding of Islam, few will read it from A to Z ;  and if they do, its great 
lessons may be lost.

Prior to committing to Islam thirty years ago, I read the entire translation of The Qur’ān� 
It was a lengthy undertaking. I immediately saw the value of ‘ Introducing the Qur’ān’ as a 
companion for instruction. 

F or those of other faiths wanting to learn more about Islam, I suggest ‘ Introducing the Qur’ān’ 
is a timely and stimulating contribution that is based on Islam’s primary source, The Holy 
Qur’ān�

Ale[andria �1ǌr� OsEorne� 3h'� 303 
K alamaz oo, United States of America
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Preamble

I have started studying The Qur’ān and JettinJ to knoZ the ,slāP soPe month ago and it 
was M r. Hashemi, who showed me the essentials and basic knowledge with his book ‘ The 
E ssence of ,slāP’� 'urinJ these ¿rst steps , Zas oYerZhelPed Ey the poZer this Eook shoZed 
to me. I could feel that my heart, mind and especially my soul got surrounded by Allāh’s 
3oZer� 8niTueness and 'iYinity� and so , ¿nally started readinJ the Qur’ān�

As a person who is new to ,slāP it Zas not easy to fully understand the PeaninJ of eaFh 
Sǌrah and Ɩyah� , often had to repeat readinJ eaFh Ɩyah to understand the proper PeaninJ� 
so I asked M r. Hashemi if he could help me for a better understanding. He sent me this book, 
ZhiFh should help and Juide Pe throuJh eaFh of the ��� Sǌrahs of 7he +oly Qur’ān�

As soon as I started reading I noticed that this book is so much more than just an introduction. 
I was impressed by its amount of information and the way it is written. It is simply structured 
and offers Fhapters for eaFh of the ��� Sǌrahs� (aFh Fhapter starts Zith an e[planation of 
the Sǌrah’s title� their oriJin Zhere it takes its naPe froP� and shoZs in ZhiFh Ɩyah or tiPe 
period the Sǌrah’s naPe Zas Pentioned for the ¿rst tiPe�

F urther, it picks up the main theme of the Sǌrah� ZhiFh is also the Pain part of eaFh Fhapter� 
It shows a summary with a lot of background and side information and often followed with 
relations to other Sǌrahs or Ɩyāt� , espeFially like that 0r� +ashePi also takes a lot of tiPe to 
talk aEout historiFal eYents that happened in seYeral Ɩyāt� 7his aPount of inforPation really 
shows how much effort, faith and years of research he spent with studying The Qur’ān� 

M r. Hashemi explains the meaning and especially the message of each Sǌrah� ZhiFh is a one 
of the biggest reasons I love this book and which makes it special compared to other ones. He 
picks up the highlights, all the important background and side information, historical events, 
reads EetZeen the lines� and a set of Ɩyāt for eaFh Sǌrah as a treasure containing precious 
'iYine 7ruth for reÀeFtion ZhiFh JiYes this Eook a personal note and Pakes it uniTue� 

As a person, who is still at the beginning of getting to know ,slāP and studyinJ the Qur’ān� 
‘ Introducing the Qur’ān’ is the perfeFt Eook � a treasure and a big honor to read this unique 
book, which helps me a lot in my spiritual journey to ,slāP and EeFoPinJ a 0usliP – 
,n�Shā�Allāh�

It is my daily companion, easy to read and easier to understand, and biggest help in 
understanding the Holy 'iYine 0essaJe� the Spoken Word of Allāh � 7he Qur’ān� 

Rene Riba 
Vienna, Austria
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Introduction

The Qur’ān is the Jrand ¿nale of those Divine M essages that Allāh sent to huPankind throuJh 
His M essengers throughout history. It took twenty three years to be revealed, from AD 610 to 
AD 632. It draws on themes, history, law, images, symbols, language, recitation, and literary 
style that is unique - a master piece;  an oral revelation that was transmitted as a written text 
and siJni¿ed Ey the Yery naPe it Farries –al�.LWāE - The Book. 

It has taken me eighteen years to complete the Study of The Book - from 1999 to 2017. It 
has been a fascinating experience for my person, soul and spirit;  refreshing, nourishing and 
empowering. 

In the learning process I have been overwhelmed by studying the works and writings of great 
FlassiFal and FontePporary luPinaries� inFlusiYe of SunnƯ, ShƯ’ā� and SǌfƯ sFholarships� , 
have, nevertheless, remained highly mindful of the fact that The Prophet M uhammad, may 
the eternal blessing of Allāh Ee upon hiP� Zas neither a SunnƯ, nor a ShƯ’ā� nor a SǌfƯ� +e Zas 
a M onotheist, a M uslim, like his great grandfather Abraham. He always echoed the Divine 
&oPPand – Q��������� and Q��������� – and sternly Zarned aJainst splittinJ the 5eliJion 
of ,slāP into factions.

The Study of The Qur’ān has enaEled Pe to paraphrase the PeaninJ and PessaJe of 7he 
Qur’ān and puElish it in si[ YoluPes� Zhere froP this Eook has Eeen e[traFted� ,t folloZs the 
sequences of The Qur’ān Zhere it presents� in tZo paJes �aYeraJe�� the essenFe of eaFh of the 
one hundred and fourteen Sǌrahs� FoPprisinJ si[ thousand si[ hundred and si[ty si[ Ɩyāt 
neatly divided into thirty equal parts. 

The Qur’ān is a �th century AD sacred text in Arabic. Y et it remains dynamic, ever-living and 
ever-relevant. It is so because it deals with human nature, man’s mindset, his attitude and 
behavior that has not changed through time and space. The repeated mentioning of Pharaoh, 
+āPān� and .orah � Q������� ��� ��� ������ ������ ��� etF� rePinds us of the politiFal� Pilitary� 
and Fapitalist poZers that unite to ¿Jht aJainst the 'iYine 7ruth – Zhether the Farrier of the 
Truth was Noah, Abraham, M oses, Jesus or 0uhaPPad – Pay the ElessinJs of peaFe and 
honor Ee on theP� ,t has alZays Eeen and Fontinues to Ee an oliJarFhy of falsehood ¿JhtinJ 
aJainst the truth� Zhere the truth stands ¿rP – Q� ������ and the falsehood perishes – Q�������

It is in the same perspective that we learn of the eventful narratives of Adam, Joseph and L ot. 
AdaP JiYes in to tePptation� he falls froP Elessedness – Q���������� etF� Joseph remains 
un-succumbed to ZoPen� Eeauty and poZer� he EeFoPes the epitoPe of piety – Q���������� 
30, etc;  and, L ot’s helplessness with his people against fornicating with men causes them to 
Ee annihilated – Q����������� etF�

We learn froP the saFred history that Noah could not save his son from Allāh’s Wrath� 
Abraham could not help his father against Allāh’s 9erdiFt� /ot Fould not proteFt his Zife froP 
Allāh’s 3unishPent� and Allāh pronounFes in Post unaPEiJuous terPs that at the 7iPe of 
F inal -udJPent – Q������ � neither a parent could help his/ her child, nor could a child help 
his/ her parent. So who would be there to seek the right of exercising “ intercession”  with Allāh 
for Pe and you" 1one� 7he only thinJ µEene¿Fial’ Zould Ee our µJood deeds’ emanating from 
µ7rue )aith’ ZhiFh shall Ee ZeiJhed for an aZard – Q�����������
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Thus, The Qur’ān persuades us to EelieYe in Allāh� 7he One and Only *od� OnFe the seed 
of belief and its correlatives get settled in the heart, it manifests itself in the form of good 
deeds� ZhiFh ¿nd Zays to Pultiply in soFiety in the forP of FharaFter EuildinJ� e[erFisinJ 
self-restraint, showing tolerance, enjoining the good  as well as sharing, helping, caring and 
speaking for justice. And, thus, add on to our ‘ good deeds’. It is a challenging, odd and 
unconventional agenda in a social environment where morality, decency and righteousness 
are frowned upon and branded eccentric and reactionary. 

Choices are simple;  consequences are clear - Q .90:10 and Q .04-11. 

It is thus that The Qur’ān deals Zith our FhallenJes of the ��st century AD because it is ever-
living and ever-relevant to our needs and situations. Its message transcends the boundaries of 
place and time to address humankind across all generations - from the time of its revelation 
until Allāh inherits the earth and all those liYinJ on it – Q������ and ������� 

Accordingly, I have highlighted those of its aspects which appear to me important in tackling 
issues that are tearing apart the spiritual, social and moral fabric of our societies. In addition, I 
have presented a snapshot of its teachings that may help in improving understanding, and thus 
rePoYinJ PisunderstandinJ� in the West aEout this Divine Scripture that it is not opposed to 
the acquiring of knowledge, practice democratic values and champion the cause of social 
justice.

There are many books that endeavour to introduce The Qur’ān� , haYe neither attePpted to 
distill from their work nor duplicate their efforts. 

M ay Allāh� 7he ([alted and 7he AlPiJhty� Pake this Eook a sourFe of JuidanFe for those 
who seek guidance. Indeed, it is only in Allāh’s Fontrol to Juide ZhoeYer +e Wills to the Path 
of *uidanFe – Q�������

WhateYer , haYe Eeen aEle to aFhieYe is the result of Allāh’s Guidance and Grace;  and 
whatever imperfections and oversights exist, I seek His F orgiveness and M ercy. M ay 
Allāh Jrant aFFeptanFe to this Zork� and Pake it a Fause of +is 0erFy and )orJiYeness 
for me, especially when I am called to account during the Time of F inal Judgment.  
Amen. BH
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Notes

 Q .16:98 ComPands� µWheneYer you reFite�read 7he Qur’ān� seek proteFtion in Allāh 
from Satan, the accursed’. Thus before beginning to recite or read the Qur’ān� one should 
pray� µAǌdhu EiAllāhi Pina�Shshaytānira�5aMƯP’�  ,t Peans� , seek Allāh’s proteFtion 
from the Satan, the accursed and his HYLl SrRPSWLQJ GXrLQJ WhH FRXrVH RI rHFLWaWLRQ.

 µ%i’sPi�llāhi’r�5ahPāni’r�5ahƯP’ is the �st Ɩyah of Sǌrah �� as Zell as ��th Ɩyah of 
Sǌrah ��� OtherZise it is Zritten Eefore eYery Sǌrah� e[Feption is Sǌrah ��� to separate 
the Sǌrahs froP eaFh other�

 There are ten letters of the Arabic Alphabet that do not have parallels in sound and 
pronunciation in E nglish. Thus it is a normal practice to use certain symbols on these 
letters to faFilitate a near�ForreFt pronunFiation� )or e[aPple� Ɩ/ā stands for lonJer µaa’� 
as in FaE� ,�Ư is pronounFed as lonJer µee’� as in Peet� Eeef and see� 8�ǌ for longer ‘ oo’, 
as in pool and cool, etc.

 Citations from the Qur’ān folloZ the referenFe pattern Zhere ’Q’ stands for 7he Qur’ān� 
then the Sǌrah nuPEer and its naPe� and then the Ɩyah nuPEer� 7hus� Q����Al�Saff� �� 
means Qur’ān� Sǌrah ��� naPed Al�Saff� Ɩyah nuPEer ���

 Ɩyah� sinJular of Ɩyāt� in AraEiF Pay haYe Pore than one PeaninJ� like PiraFle� 
Zonder� statePent� siJn or Yerse� etF� ,n the Qur’āniF Fonte[t it is usually rendered as 
‘ verse’ following the terminology used in the Torah and the Bible. This approach is 
inappropriate because The Qur’ān is not poetry � Q� ����� -  to have a verse or a set of 
verses, and The Prophet�3� was not a poet - Q . 21:05 - to recite poetry. 

 3eriods� plaFes and seTuenFes of the 5eYelation of ��� Sǌrahs are knoZn and 
authenticated with a few exceptions. I have generally adopted ‘ periods’ and ‘ sequences’ 
from Asad, and ‘ places’ from ‘ M us’haf al-0adƯnah’ of¿Fially released froP 5iyadh� 
Saudi AraEia� ,n Asad’s enuPeration� the period for ten Sǌrahs ���� ��� ��� ��� ��� 
��� ��� ��� �� and ���� is µunFertain’ and in soPe others it FonÀiFts Zith 0us’haf al�
0adƯnah� for e[aPple� Asad Fonsiders Sǌrah �� as 0adinian  and Sǌrah ��� as 0akkan� 
Zhile the other sourFe puts theP as 0akkan and 0adinian respeFtiYely�  Of Fourse� there 
were situations when the revelation of a particular Sǌrah Zould Ee split EetZeen M akkah 
and 0adƯnah like �� and ��� %ut then a Fonsensus Zas Zorked out to alloFate it to one 
as it appears to have been done in M us’haf al-0adƯnah� 

 7here are �� letters of the AraEiF AlphaEet appearinJ in the openinJ Ɩyah of �� Sǌrahs� 
7hey appear in different FoPEinations ranJinJ froP one letter to ¿Ye letters� ,n AraEiF 
they are Falled µal�+arǌf Al 0uTuatta’āt’� the Eroken or disMointed letters� Zithout 
making a ‘ word’. Thus, their meaning are unknown. It seems that neither anyone asked 
The Prophet�3� aEout the PeaninJs nor did he offer any e[planation� 7hese inFlude� µ+ā’ 
0ƯP’� µSād’� µ<ā SƯn’� 7ā SƯn� 7ā +ā�� Alif�/āP�5ā’� Alif�/āP� 0ƯP� +ā’ 0ƯP�CAyn� 
SƯn� Qāf� µQāf’ and 1ǌn� etc.
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 Q uotations from The Prophet�3� were recorded and carried by the learned and scholars. 
While these are ePEedded Zith hiJhest leYel of authentiFity� , haYe folloZed the usual 
approaFh of Faution and inserted a little line at the end of eaFh Tuotation Zith Zords� Or 
as The Prophet�3� may have said. 

 In its references to the former Divine Scriptures, The Qur’ān alZays refers to 7he ,nMƯl 
revealed onto Prophet Jesus�3�. L ater, however, Allāh�(0� caused The ,nMƯl to Jo into 
oEliYion� What is noZ aYailaEle is Falled 7he %iEle� or 7he 1eZ 7estaPent� FoPposed 
by some apostles of Prophet Jesus�3�. Thus, while it may have been ‘ divinely inspired,’ it 
is not the Divine Revelation carried by Gabriel to Prophet Jesus. Thus, it is expressed as 
The ,nMƯl�%LElH.

 7he straiJht type sFript is the appro[iPate translation of the Qur’āniF SaFred 7e[t in 
Arabic;  the script  in ital ics adds wording to ex pl ain the m eaning and l inkages between 
aQG ZLWhLQ WhH SaVVaJH�V)� ZhHrHYHr QHFHVVary� while it is not actually mentioned in the 
Ɩyah�

 ‘ Rabb’ is one of Allāh�(0�’s M ajestic Attributes. It conveys not only the idea of fostering, 
bringing up and nourishing but also that of regulating, completing, accomplishing, 
sustaining and perfection. It also means originator of things and their combiner to create 
new forms.  It is usually rendered in E nglish as ‘ L ord’, which is too limited to convey 
essence of the expression. F urthermore, I am disturbed by its usage particularly because 
‘ L ord’ is used for ‘ Jesus’ in Christian theology. Hence, I keep my preference to leave it 
as it is - Rabb.

 The Arabic expressions appear in two forms: written and spoken. F or example, Sǌrah �� 
appears in its Zritten forP as Al�7ǌr� Zhile in its spoken froP it is At�7ǌr� Zith stress on 
the letter‘ t’. And so is Sǌrah ��� Al�5ahPān and Ar�5ahPān� Zith stress on letter µr’ and 
the suEseTuent Sǌrahs ��� ��� ��� ��� ��� ��� ��� ���� ��� and ����

 7here are ¿fteen Ɩyāt in fourteen Sǌrahs that entail prostration of recitation;  2 occur in 
Sǌrah al�Hajj.

 1aPes of four Sǌrahs of 7he Qur’ān are also the Divine Attributes of Allāh�(0�, these 
FoPprise� Al�1ǌr ����� )ātir ����� *hā¿r ���� and Al�5ahPān �����

 I have ensured that this book is not burdened with partisan inclinations and sectarian 
citations.

Introducing �e Qur’ān by Badr Hashemi x



Glossary

• Allāh – It is an Arabic expression, a proper noun for the Almighty and Supreme Being: 
7he One and Only *od� sinJular� Zho does not haYe a Jender� parents, siblings, spouse, 
daughters and/ or sons. Allāh is aEoYe and Eeyond all desFription� there is nothinJ 
whatever like Him. He is absolutely beyond any human perception: ‘ E yes comprehend 
+iP not� Eut +e FoPprehends all eyes’ �Q���� ����� )aith in One Allāh is the fulFruP of 
,slaPiF PonotheisP and oEedienFe to +is Will is the foFus of the 0usliP Zay of life� 
Allāh is not a FontraFtion of al�Llāh� Eut a totally different Zord� While pronounFinJ the 
word Allāh� the stress in aFFent is on letter µ/’ like µE’ in aEEey� ,t appears ����� tiPes 
in the Qur’ān� SoPe sFholars Fonsider it appropriate to render Allāh as God in E nglish. 
I do not because it means differently to different religions. Nevertheless, wherever Allāh 
appears in this book, I have added in italics, 7hH 2QH aQG 2Qly G od for those who may 
not be familiar with the Arabic expression. Names and Attributes of Allāh� al�AsPā 
al�+usnā, are traditionally enumerated as ninety-nine epithets, on which is based its 
systePatiF e[positions aEout the diYine essenFe – dhāt � and its attriEutes – sifāt�

� Ɩyah�Ɩyāt �3l� – SiJn� paraEle� syPEol� PiraFulous eYent� a StatePent of the Qur’ān� 
I have retained the Arabic expression without translation because it cannot be rendered 
appropriately in (nJlish� 7ranslators usually translate Ɩyah as µ9erse’ ZhiFh , Fonsider 
incorrect because The Qur’ān is not poetry to haYe a Yerse or a set of Yerses� it FoPprises 
���� – ����� Ɩyāt Zhere the differenFe does not iPply that Fertain Ɩyāt are inFluded 
in the higher count or excluded in the other. It emerges from various scholarly opinions 
like as to Zhether µ%isPillāh’ is inFluded or not in the Fount of ��� Sǌrah� Zhether �� 
Ɩyāt of Sǌrah �� are to Ee Founted toZards the total Ɩyāt of �� 3arts� and Zhether 
soPe punFtuation Parks are releYant on Fertain Ɩyāt or not� etF� 7he differenFe does not 
change the Sacred Text of the Divine M essage.  

•  Blasphemy - Speech or writing that is derogatory to Allāh�(0� which is the closest 
translation of SaFred 7e[t e[pression of µtakdhƯE’ � µJiYinJ a lie� denial’ and iftirā� 
‘ fabrication’. In as much as Allāh�(0� and His M essages represent the ultimate truth, 
blasphemy is denial of that truth or propagation of a falsehood in its place. Blasphemy 
Ey denial �takdhƯE� is the outriJht reMeFtion of the reYealed reliJious truths� suFh as the 
revelations and warnings of Allāh’s 3rophets� and the announFePents of the 7iPe of 
Resurrection and F inal -udJPent� and ¿nally the 0eetinJ Zith Allāh�(0� ( Q . 06:31;  
������ ������ ������ and ������ etF�� 

•  Blessing - Allāh�(0� bestows blessings on humankind by way of creation and ordering 
of life and the universe, sustenance, progeny, material wealth, health, protection, 
deliverance from enemies, and so on. E xpression of gratitude for Allāh�(0�’s blessings 
is a fundamental obligation and failure to do so is tantamount to disbelief. ( Q . 14:28;  
��������

•  Dhikr – 7ranslated as rePePEranFe� FoPPePoration� adPonition� etF� ,n its Fonte[t� it 
implies following the Qur’ān and the 5ePePEranFe of Allāh�(0�. The expression and its 
various forms occur 292 times in the Qur’ān�
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•  E M  - This is the Acronym for ‘ The E xalted’ and ‘ The Almighty’ for Allāh is E xalted from 
having a child or a family, and Almighty of having partners in Divinity and Worship� 

� +adƯth�AhādƯth �3l� – A Forpus of e[pliFit statePent� te[t� Pa[iP� sayinJ or aFtion 
attributed to the Prophet M uhammad�3�� alZays naPinJ Eoth the transPitter�s� and the 
original source. Sometimes translated as the Tradition. A number of compilations made 
after about two centuries of the demise of the Prophet�3� are regarded as authentic on 
the suEMeFt� these FoPprise� %okhāri� 0usliP� 7irPidƯ� ,En 0āMah� AEǌ 'āZǌd� 1asā’Ư� 
0auta ,PāP 0ālik� .ulāynƯ� AyāshƯ and .āfƯ� etF� See also µSunnah’ below, where the 
two are comingled.

� +adƯth QudsƯ � a non�Qur’āniF sayinJ of Allāh�(0� reported by The Prophet�3� and 
Farried Ey Eooks of AhādƯth�

� +araP – SaFred� forEidden� SanFtuary surroundinJ the K a’bah ( 0akkah�� also the 
Prophet’s 0asMid in the prePises of his ¿nal restinJ plaFe in 0adƯnah�

•  +aMM – 7he annual pilJriPaJe to M akkah in the month of Dhu’l-Hijjah, the twelfth month 
of the Islamic Calendar;  required of all adult M uslims once in their lifetime, if possible. 
The Hajj stations comprise of al-0asMid al�+arāP� 0ina� µArafāt �essential parts of the 
+aMM FerePonies oFFur here� and 0u]dalifah �a loFation soPe half�Zay EetZeen 0ina 
and ‘ Arafāt Zhere the pilJriPs returninJ froP µArafāt spend the night in worshipful 
deYotion� � all in and around M akkah and within its 13-mile periphery. It is one of the 
¿Ye 3illars of the )aith of ,slāP�

� +iMrah – 7he ePiJration or reloFation of Prophet M uhammad�3� from M akkah to 
0adƯnah� the year it oFFurred A' ��� is the Ease�year of FoPPenFePent of the 0usliP 
era/ calendar. The Hijrah Calendar is different from the Arabic Calendar.

•  ,slāP – Surrender�suEPission to the Will of Allāh�(0� ;  theoretically the term is applied 
to the religion proclaimed by all Prophets of Allāh froP Noah to M uhammad, Peace be 
upon them. However, the name has eventually become synonymous with the followers 
of The Qur’ān and 7he Prophet M uhammad�3�.

•  -ihād�Qitāl – StruJJle� effort� endeaYor� a state of striYinJ for the &ause of Allāh�(0� – 
utili]inJ all physiFal� ¿nanFial� Pental and spiritual faFulties in aFFordanFe Zith the 
Shari’ah/ Sacred L aw to suppress tyranny, ensure the right of an individual to home and 
freedom, prevent persecution in religion and guarantee freedom of belief to all people;  it 
also inFludes Zar�Titāl � there are different opinions as to the FirFuPstanFes under ZhiFh 
it becomes necessary. To label -ihād as µholy Zar’ �in AraEiF al�harE al�PoTaddas� – a 
terP oriJinatinJ in the Western tradition in the Fonte[t of intra�&hristian FonÀiFts – is 
incorrect as the expression does not exist in the Qur’ān� ,t is a Panipulation of the terP 
to serve media and politics. -ihād is a non�Yiolent aFtiYity and is not Peant to iPpose 
,slaP or spread it Ey forFe – Q� ������� ���� ������ ���� ������ ������ ������� ������� 
24:54;  109:01-06. The expression is also applied to a person’s own struggle against one’s 
baser impulses. The expression occurs about 41 times in its various forms.

•  -inn – Af¿rPed Ey the Qur’ān as Allāh’s creation, are the conscious beings, intelligent, 
corporal that cannot be seen by human beings. The Qur’ān presents the Jinn, like 
humans, as good or bad. The expression occurs about 201 times in its different forms.

•  K a’bah - The cube-like structure within the al-0asMid al�+arāP in M akkah, which 
is clad with black covering. It is towards this site that the M uslims direct their Salāt/
Prayers;  but do not worship it.
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•  0adƯnah - ~ 250 miles north of M akkah, the name given to the agricultural settlement of 
Y athrib after the Prophet�3� relocated himself along with his companions from M akkah to 
Y athrib. 

•  M asjid - Usually translated as M osque;  place of worship for M uslims where the Salāt is 
perforPed � daily ¿Ye tiPes in FonJreJation�

•  M akkah - the E picentre of Islam and houses the Holy K a’bah;  birthplace of Prophet 
M uhammad�3�. It lies about 45 miles east of the Red Sea port of Jeddah, Arabian 
Peninsula. 

•  M uslim -  Derived from ,slāP� Peans surrender�suEPission of one’s EeinJ to 7he Will 
of Allāh and oEedienFe to Divine Revelations. In contemporary context, it implies 
obedience to The Qur’ān and Prophet M uhammad�3� ;  the one who has accepted the F aith 
of ,slāP�

•  Prophet/ M essenger- 7Zo terPs used for prophet hood� e[pressed as µnaEiyy’ and µrasǌl’ 
in the AraEiF SaFred 7e[t� the later denotes a diYine of¿Fe ZhiFh does not neFessarily 
bring a new Shari’ayah/ Divine L aw;  the former entails bringing a new/ revised Divine 
L aw. Prophet M uhammad�3� is Falled Ey Eoth� 5asǌl is also used for anJel enYoys sent to 
Abraham�3�, L ot�3�, M aryam�5A� and M uhammad�3�.

•  P – Appearing as mounted �3� on the name of a Prophet of Allāh�(0� implies ‘ Peace be 
upon him.’

•  Qur’ān� 7he – Also transliterated Qur’ān� .oran� &oran� .uran� Quraan� .ura’n and 
Al-Qur’ān� 7he Divine Scripture revealed by Allāh�(0� to Prophet M uhammad�3�� Out 
of the ��� Sǌrahs� �� Zere reYealed in the tZelYe years that the Prophet�3� lived in 
0akkah after the reYelation� 7he other �� Sǌrahs Zere reYealed in 0adƯnah� ZhiFh 
inFlude soPe of the lonJest Sǌrahs and Fontain detailed inforPation on leJal issues and 
answer various questions that were continually rising as a distinct M uslim community 
was emerging. The Qur’ān is the aEsolute and unFhanJinJ Word of Allāh Zith spiritually 
nourishing latent content: a divine, eternal and dynamic text. Among other matters, The 
Qur’ān identi¿es sFienti¿F phenoPena inFludinJ creation of cosmos, space and earth, 
astronomy, earth science, water cycle, animal and plant kingdoms, human reproduction, 
etF� 7he terP µTur’ān’ ZhiFh� ZheneYer it appears Zithout the de¿nite artiFle µal’� i�e� 
Al-Qur’ān �7he Qur’ān�� denotes a solePn reFitation� reFital or disFourse� ,n all its 
manifestations, it appears about 89 times in The Qur’ān� it FoPprises �� -u]’ �3arts� of 
eTual lenJth� and Fonsists of ��� Sǌrahs of uneTual lenJth� See µSǌrah’ EeloZ�

•  Rabb - The expression is used for Allāh aEout ��� tiPes in 7he Qur’ān� ,t is usually 
rendered in E nglish as L ord, which I consider as too limited to convey essence of the 
expression ‘ Rabb.’ Hence, I have retained it as it appears in the Arabic Scared Text. 
It conveys not only the idea of fostering, bringing up and nourishing but also that 
of regulating, completing, accomplishing, sustaining and perfection. It also means 
originator of things and their combiner to create new forms. The lexicons of Arabic 
language speak of all of them, and more, when they give the detailed meaning of the root 
Rabb, the stress in accent is on letter ‘ b’ as ‘ b’ in abbey.

•  5aPadān – F asting from dawn-break till sunset/ dusk;  abstinence from foods, drinks, 
smoking, wife-husband cohabitation, and human baser desires during 29 or 30 days of 
5aPadān – ninth Ponth of the ,slaPiF &alendar� OEliJatory on all adult M uslims, except 
for reasons of old aJe� siFkness and traYel� etF�  ,t is one of the ¿Ye 3illars of the )aith of 
,slāP�
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•  RA - appearing as mounted �5A� on the naPe�s� of a Wife of 7he Prophet of Allāh�(0� , or 
a &oPpanion�s� of his� iPplies µ0ay Allāh�(0� be pleased with her/ him/ them’.

•  Salāt�3rayers –  A series of acts/ postures of worship, encompassing spirit, mind and 
body, performed in a fully described manner by 0usliPs ¿Ye tiPes a day – early 
morning, afternoon, late afternoon, dusk and night, preferably in groups, facing toward 
the K a’bah;  including the special group prayer of midday on F riday. It comprises short 
recitations from The Qur’ān� ,t is the Fardinal forP of Zorship for the M uslims and is 
one of the ¿Ye 3illars of the )aith of ,slāP� 

•  Satan – Shaytān in AraEiF oFFurs aEout �� tiPes in 7he Qur’ān� AraEiF�Qur’āniF 
dictionaries term it as the one remote from all that is good and true;  exceedingly evil;  
rebellious;  obstinate;  perverse;  far from Allāh’s 0erFy� the iPpulses in human soul 
which run counter to truth and morality. It does not necessarily mean devil.    

•  Sunnah -  The body of recorded words, actions, gestures and practices of Prophet 
M uhammad�3� that have been established as legally binding. This material constitutes the 
second foundation of the F aith of ,slāP and its leJal systeP� 7he Qur’ān EeinJ the ¿rst 
and priPe sourFe� See also µ+adƯth’ aEoYe� Zhere the tZo are FoPPinJled�

•  Sǌrah/ S uZar �3l� – /iterally means a fence, enclosure, or any part of a structure. In the 
Qur’āniF Fonte[t it Peans an ePEodiPent of a FolleFtion of Ɩyāt� ZhiFh Pay Yary in 
lenJth froP ��� to �� Ɩyāt� 7he Qur’ān FoPprises ��� Sǌrah�

� 7aTZā � usually rendered as µpiety� riJhteousness� and Allāh�FonsFiousness’ is one of the 
most important concepts used to characteriz e a M uslim believer. It denotes refraining 
from sins in utmost reverence for Allāh and reFeiYinJ +is proteFtion aJainst deYiations 
and His punishment. Q . 49: 13 reminds us: ‘ Indeed, the most honorable of you in the 
Sight of Allāh is the one Zho is Eest in piety� riJhteousness� and reYerenFe for Allāh’�

•  ‘ 8Prah – 0ini +aMM� Fonsists three Zorshipful aFts of al�ihrāP� al�taZāf and al�sa’y � all 
are performed within the premises of al-0asMid al�+arāP� +oly M akkah.

•  =akāt – 7he Zord is linked to ]aNā �to Ee pure�� it iPplies e[piation or puri¿Fation of 
one’s material possessions, i.e. Poney� Zealth and property � a ¿[ed proportion of ZhiFh 
is supposed to be paid out yearly by the well-to-do M uslims as obligatory charity to the 
poor and�or for other de¿ned Fauses� ,t proYides social security net and is an important 
paraPeter of ,slāPiF ¿sFal systeP� ,t is also one of the ¿Ye 3illars of the )aith of ,slāP�

Introducing �e Qur’ān by Badr Hashemi xiv



The E ssence

 The Qur’ān is Peant for the welfare of humanity. Thus, it shall forever be guarded 
against all corruption and all attempts to destroy its Sacred Arabic Text. 

 0oFkery and opposition to the Word of Allāh Zould neYer Jo unpunished� 

 WheneYer it is read Zith faith and reYerenFe� it serYes as a healinJ of hearts and spiritual 
ailments and a blessing. 

 The main theme is the F aith, and the main issues that surround it: Allāh’s 8nshared 
Unity and Supremacy, submission to Him, His Revelations, the Resurrection and its 
correlatives. This life is transient to another permanent life after the Resurrection ( The 
+ereafter�� Zhere eYeryone Zill Ee reZarded in aFFordanFe Zith ones perforPanFe in 
this life. The losers will be those who deny Allāh’s 8nshared SoYereiJnty and neJleFt 
His Guidance. 

 E veryone’s dignity must be respected, regardless of one’s religion, race, ethnicity, gender, 
or social status. It is by 'iYine Will that human creation follows different religions. 

 There is neither any coercion in matters of faith nor it is to be followed blindly or 
aFFepted unTuestioninJly� ,t inYites huPanity to use reasoninJ and to reÀeFt on the 
teachings of The Qur’ān to ¿nd the indisputaEle truth and attain ultiPate salYation� 

 The M uslims are treated as any other religious community by being told that, when 
it comes to justice and judgment, they shall not be afforded any special concessions. 
F or them, as for all human beings, reward shall be commensurate with conduct and 
behaviour in resonance with Divine Injunctions. 

 The battle between right and wrong, truth and falsehood, would never cease, but the 
¿nal triuPph shall alZays Ee to the EelieYers� Stand ¿rP on the riJht� do not Fross the 
limits set by Allāh in Patters of belief, acts of worship, business dealings, morals and 
human relationships, etc., for it is the cause of all disorder and corruption in material and 
religious life.  

 The Qur’ān is Prophet M uhammad’s outstanding miracle that if all creation, human and 
Minn� Zere to Zork toJether they Fould not produFe the like of eYen one Qur’āniF Sǌrah� 
However, the real miracles are those which are inspired by teachings of The Qur’ān and 
work within a human soul - the transformation which it is to bring about in the world, 
the moving away of the great mountains of ignorance which are obstacles to the spread 
of truth, and the awakening of those who are dead in spirit. 

 Allāh does not FhanJe a people’s Fondition unless they ¿rst FhanJe Zhat is in thePselYes� 
thinkinJ� attitude� FonduFt and EehaYiour – a Pindset reÀeFted in social behaviour and 
public dealings. 

 Allāh orders social righteousness where materialism cannot dominate a F aithful’s 
FharaFter and FonduFt� urJes ¿Jht aJainst social corruption by preaching and drawing 
upon public opinion;  forbids obscenity, sodomy, adultery, fornication, commercial 
dishonesty and economic exploitation. 
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 It commands not to tamper with the property of orphans and under privileged;  be fair and 
transparent in business dealings, not to cheat and steal;  speak for justice even if it affects 
one’s family members;  respect the rights of the others: do not slander, do not malign;  be 
generous but not a squanderer;  be pure at heart and mind: do not backbite, do not gossip, 
do not conspire, do not support vanity, do not bribe;  be modest and unpretentious: do not 
boast and do not show off. 

 Satan, the evil, has no real power over human beings. All it can do is to tempt and 
mislead those who allow themselves to be misled. Thus they will have only to blame 
themselves for their choice of falling into error. 

 People need to be vigilant against all satanic temptations, realiz ing that as long as Allāh’s 
L aws are not violated or abandoned, He will be F orgiving and Gracious, otherwise His 
Wrath Fan Ee oYerZhelPinJ� deYastatinJ� 

 AfÀuenFe and eFonoPiF inMustiFe are ¿rst syPptoPs of Forruption and oppression� and 
the two are incompatible with a system based on Divine Revelation, and, for this very 
reason, the punishment for its negligence is very severe. 

 E very person’s ability to hear, to see and to think shall be interrogated and called to 
account during the Time of F inal Judgment. 

 WhoeYer looks forZard Zith hope and aZe to PeetinJ one’s 5aEE� 7he /ord SuprePe� 
during the Time of F inal Judgment, must do deeds of righteousness, not associate anyone 
or anything in divinity, uniqueness, worship, reverence and obedience to Him, and 
¿rPly EelieYe in the 0essaJe of 7he Qur’ān reYealed onto +is /ast and )inal Prophet 
to humanity, the Seal of 3rophets – Prophet M uhammad, may the blessings of Allāh� +is 
AnJels and all riJhteous souls Ee on hiP to eternity� ƖPƯn�
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I / W e start by the Bl essed Name of Allāh� 
7he ,n¿nitely 0erFiful to al l , The E ver-Compassionate WR HYHryRQH.

Al�)ātihah
Sǌrah Al�)ātihah Zas one of the earliest reYelations� perhaps the ¿rst Sǌrah reYealed in its 
entirety at one tiPe� ,t Peans µ7he OpeninJ’� i�e� 7he OpeninJ of 7he Book or Introduction 
to The Qur’ān. It is also referred to as ‘ Al-Hamd’, meaning ‘ The Praise’ of Allāh�(0). Q .15:87 
refers to this Sǌrah as µ7he SeYen Oft�5epeated Ɩyāt’�

While the title µAl�)ātihah’ does not oFFur in the Sǌrah� it Fan Ee taken as a referenFe to this 
Sǌrah’s aEility to open one’s heart and intelleFt to )aith in Allāh�(0� – 7hH 2QH aQG 2Qly *RG, 
and essence of the F aith of ,slāP�

The recitation of this Sǌrah is Fonstantly repeated and reÀeFted� at least �� tiPes a day� as 
part of the daily Salāt�3rayers� ZhiFh is the seFond 3illar of the ,slaPiF )aith after 7aZhƯd � 
profession of the F aith in Unshared Divinity, Unity and Uniqueness of Allāh�(0�.

Al�)ātihah also Fonstitutes an inteJral part of the ,slāPiF Fultural life� 7his FoPpaFt passaJe 
of 29 words in Arabic constitutes the most outstanding centerpiece of devotional worship 
besides being recited on occasions as diverse as a funeral, a wedding, the birth of a child, the 
inauJuration of an of¿Fial eYent� the siJninJ of FontraFts� the FoPPenFePent of an indiYidual 
endeavor. It is a grace before taking meals, making a speech, leaving home and returning 
home and before retiring to bed, etc. It is the ‘ opening’ to all good things. 

,t has a threefold thePatiF struFture� naPely inYoFation �Ɩyāt ������� af¿rPation �Ɩyah ��� 
and petition �Ɩyāt ������� put it in another Panner� it ¿rst deals Zith nature of Allāh�(0�, 
then the relationship between Allāh�(0�  and human beings, and then various states of human 
EeinJs� OYerall� it is a Panifesto of fundaPental truths and an oYerture of huPility froP a 
modest huPan Zorshiper to 7he /ord SuprePe – Allāh�(0�. 

The Sǌrah Fontains a Jreat deal of the Fentral ,slāPiF FonFepts and sets out three fundaPental 
Principles of the F aith: 

� 7aZhƯd� Allāh�(0� is the One� the SinJular� the Only� Zith +is knoZn ninety nine 
�plus� 0aMestiF AttriEutes� 

� 9oluntary self�surrender to the Will of Allāh�
- Belief in the Resurrection/ Hereafter, process of accountability, and reward for all 

that a person does in this life. 

,f , Zere to Fherry piFk an Ɩyah froP this Sǌrah as a treasure containing Precious Divine 
7ruth� and for reÀeFtion� it Zould Ee Ɩyah ��� ZhiFh is paraphrased EeloZ�

It is Y ou O  Allāh - we FRQVFLRXVly worship Ey aFNQRZlHGJLQJ <RXr 8QVharHG 8QLWy� 
'LYLQLWy� 8QLTXHQHVV aQG &RPPaQG, and it is to Y ou O  Allāh - we call for help, PHrFy 
aQG FRPSaVVLRQ.

1
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,En .athƯr� 7aEarƯ� WāhidƯ� 7aErisƯ� ShaZkānƯ Farry reports Zhere 7he Prophet�3� is reliably 
quoted to have said: 

� Al�)ātihah is 8PP al�.itāE� literally PeaninJ 0other of the Book, as it contains 
the condensed version of the fundamental principles laid down in The Qur’ān� 

- Salāt�3rayer durinJ ZhiFh al�)ātihah is not reFited is de¿Fient� 
� Any Patter that does not EeJin Zith Ɩyah µI  start by the Name of Allāh� 7he 

,n¿nitely 0erFiful to al l , The E ver-Compassionate WR HYHryRQH’, would be 
imperfect. 

- Satan Zas friJhtened Zhen Al�)ātihah Zas reYealed� 
� When you haYe speFi¿F need� ask Allāh�(0�  to provide it;  when you are short of 

help, seek it from Allāh�(0�  Ey reFitinJ Ɩyah ��� ,ndeed� it is <ou O  Allāh - we 
FRQVFLRXVly worship Ey aFNQRZlHGJLQJ <RXr 8QVharHG 8QLWy� 'LYLQLWy� 8QLTXHQHVV 
aQG &RPPaQG, and it is to Y ou O  Allāh - we call for help, PHrFy aQG FRPSaVVLRQ.

7aErisƯ and 7ustarƯ Farry a faPous +adƯth QudsƯ� a non�Qur’āniF sayinJ of Allāh�(0� reported 
by The Prophet( P stating: 

7he fruits of this prayer� al�)ātihah� are shared eTually EetZeen 0e and 0y Zorshipper� 7he 
worshipper shall be granted what one asks for: 

� As one reFites� Ɩyāt ������ 7he praise and gratitude is RQly for Allāh� whil e one can 
QHYHr aGHTXaWHly SraLVH +LP aQG H[SrHVV JraWLWXGH. Rabb � WhH /RrG &rHaWRr aQG 
the L ord Sus tainer - of all worlds;  al l  ex istence. Allāh Zould say� 0y Zorshipper 
has praised M e.

� As Ɩyah �� is reFited � The L ord of M ercy: WhH ,Q¿QLWHly 0HrFLIXl WR HYHryRQH;  The 
L ord of Compassion: the E v er- &RPSaVVLRQaWH WR all. 

- Allāh Zould say� 0y Zorshipper has Jlori¿ed 0e«� 7his is 0y portion and to 
hiP EelonJs Zhat rePains� With Ɩyah �� � the SuprePe Authority at the Time of 
Judgment. Allāh Zould respond� 0y Zorshipper has Jlori¿ed 0e and surrendered 
to M e.

� )or Ɩyah �� � ,ndeed� it is <ou � Ze FRQVFLRXVly REHy LQ worship and rev erence, and 
indeed, it is to Y ou - we call for help, PHrFy aQG FRPSaVVLRQ. Allāh Zould say� 7his 
is between M e and M y worshipper and M y worshipper will receive what asked for.

� ,n response to Ɩyāt �� and �� � P l ease guide us to the Righteous Approach of 
XQGHrVWaQGLQJ aQG SraFWLFLQJ ,VlaP aQG VHW XV ¿rPly RQ LW VR aV WR aWWaLQ 8lWLPaWH 
Sal v ation; like the approach of those m en and ZRPHQ� yRXQJ aQG RlG, whom Y ou 
bless: the 0HVVHQJHrV� WhH 5LJhWHRXV� WhH 0arWyr� WhH 9LrWXRXV� aQG WhH )aLWhIXl; 
and, not of those incur <RXr wrath, and not of those too who are lost and confused, 
aQG arH GLVIaYRrHG Ey <RX. Allāh Zould say� 7his is for 0y Zorshiper and the 
worshiper will be granted the wish.

Syed µAlƯ �5A� iEn AEƯ 7āliE is reported to haYe stated that the Zhole Qur’ān is Fontained 
in Al�)ātihah� the Zhole Al�)ātihah is Fondensed in µ%isPillāh’ – forPed froP the ¿rst 
four Fonsonants� E�s�P�l� or a FoPEination of the � Zords� Eā�isP�Allāh � Zhile the Zhole 
%isPillāh is hidden in its ¿rst letter of AraEiF µEā’� 7his point Fan Ee understood to represent 
the ¿rst drop of ink from the Divine 3en – Q��� and Q��� – Zith ZhiFh Allāh�(0� wrote the 
arFhetypes of all thinJs upon the 3reserYed 7aElet � Q��� – Eefore their desFent into the realP 
of Freation� ,n this sense� Must as µ%isPillāh’ Parks the EeJinninJ of the Qur’ān� so does it 
mark the beginning of creation and existence of life. Indeed, Allāh�(A� and His Prophet�3� know 
better.  
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%okhārƯ Tuotes 7he Prophet�3� of having said that Allāh�(0� has one hundred minus one Bl essed 
Names/ M aj estic A ttributes, i.e. 99. This Sǌrah lists four of these� 

� 7he ,n¿nitely 0erFiful – 7hH /RrG RI ,Q¿QLWH 0HrFy. 
- The E ver-&oPpassionate – 7hH /RrG RI &RPSaVVLRQ. 
- Rabb - 7hH /RrG &rHaWRr aQG WhH /RrG SXVWaLQHr - of all worlds, al l  creation. 
- The Supreme Authority at the Time of -udJPent – The L ord Supr em e. 

7he ¿rst three are oft repeated and reFur throuJh Post of the Sǌrahs in FoPEination Zith eaFh 
other and�or Zith other AttriEutes in different perPutations� 7his and the last tZo Sǌrahs� 
Q .113 and Q .114, carry the 'iYine AttriEute of µ5aEE’ – i�e� the EeJinninJ and the FlosinJ of 
The Qur’ān� +ere it is µ5aEE of all Worlds’� there it is µ5aEE of 7he 'ayEreak’ and µ5aEE of 
the Humankind.’

This Sǌrah� Al�)ātihah� Zas reYealed in 0akkah� ,t FoPprises �� Ɩyāt of 7he Qur’ān� ZhiFh 
in turn FoPprises a total of ����� Ɩyāt spread oYer ��� Sǌrahs�
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Al-Baqarah

The title of this Sǌrah is deriYed froP Ɩyāt ������ PeaninJ µ7he &oZ’� Zhere a Divine 
Command asked F ollowers of a F ormer Divine Scripture to slaughter a cow ‘ without defect’, 
they balk at the Command, then interrogate their Prophet, M oses(P �, on its particulars, and 
¿nally oEey it� ,t is the ¿rst Sǌrah reYealed onto 7he Prophet�3� after his relocation from 
M akkah to 0adƯnah in A' ���� %y far the lonJest Sǌrah� PaMor part of it Zas reYealed durinJ 
A' ��� – ���� Eut its full FoPpletion spread oYer alPost ten years� WheneYer an Ɩyah or 
Jroup of Ɩyāt Zas reYealed� 7he Prophet�3� had it written down by the designated scribes and 
inserted it in a Sǌrah to ZhiFh it EelonJed� and Zhere it had to Ee� Ey Allāh�(0�’s  Guidance.

The Sǌrah inFludes Patters of theoloJy� laZ� saFred history� PetaphysiFs� FosPoloJy and the 
spiritual life� ,t sets out a fraPeZork for an ,slāPiF SysteP that lays doZn Jeneral Jround 
rules for community welfare, food, family affairs, gender equality, women rights, status of 
orphans, usury/ interest, business ethics, conduct of war, inheritance and punishment for 
capital crimes. 

It illustrates history of the Israelites and stresses on the Divine Blessings upon them. This 
history is interwoven with theological aspects between Jews and M uslims, and the hostilities 
and conspiracies of the former against the later in early days of 0adƯnah Zhen the 0usliP 
community was being raised as ‘ Ummah’. 

The Sǌrah is reParkaEle in ¿rPly estaElishinJ the ¿Ye 3illars of ,slāP� 

� 7aZhƯd � Allāh�(0�’s Unshared Divinity, Unity and Uniqueness, pr ocl am ation of 
7aZhƯG FRPELQHG ZLWh WhH 3rRShHWhRRG RI P rop het 0XhaPPaG EHFRPHV ShahāGah�

- Salāt�'aLly 3rayHrV� 
- =akāt � annual  FharLWy, 
- 5aPadān F asting - IrRP GaZQ WR GXVN; 2� Rr �0 GayV, and 
- The +aMM – p il grim age to 0aNNah GXrLQJ WhH HlHYHQWh WhrRXJh WhH WhLrWHHQWh Gay RI 

the twel fth m onth of the l unar FalHQGar� 'hX’l�+LMMah; RQFH LQ lLIHWLPH. 

The direction, to which the M uslims turn their faces while offering the Salāt�3rayers� the 
Q iblah, is re-designated from Bayt-al-M aqdas in Palestine to al-0asMid al�+arāP in M akkah 
that was raised as the House of Allāh�(0�  by Abraham�3� and his ¿rstEorn Ishmael�3� on traces 
of the foundation laid down by Adam�3�. 

In over thirty places, the Sǌrah is uniTue to elaEorate the features and merits of the Allāh�
conscious persons. The Sǌrah JiYes three eYer�liYing messages to the M uslim community: 

I / W e start by the Bl essed Name of Allāh� 
7he ,n¿nitely 0erFiful to al l , The E ver-Compassionate WR HYHryRQH.
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- Those of you who give their lives for the Cause of Allāh�(0� never die. 
- Insecurity, impoverishment and loss of assets and economic means of sustenance 

are the means to assess your spiritual potential. It strengthens your resolve to 
advance the Cause of Allāh�(0�. 

- Allāh is your 3atron� +e Zill alZays Ee on your side� Zhile your opponents Zill Ee 
doomed.

Ɩyah ��� forEids FonsuPption of four types of Peat� ZhiFh is also eFhoed in Q� ������ and 
16:115:   

- the carrion m eat of dead anim al s and its pr oducts,
- and the blood and its pr oducts,
� and the Àesh of the sZine�por k and its pr oducts,
- and m eat of al l  cattl e which has been consecrated in any name other than Allah. 

Y et if someone is obliged by necessity WR FRQVXPH aQy RI WhH IRXr without intending to 
transgress, or reverting to it, Rr XQZLllLQJly aQG XQLQWHQWLRQally� shall not be guilty of sin.

Ɩyah ��� hiJhliJhts the prinFiple that Allāh Fauses huPiliation and defeat to µPany’ Zith 
µfeZ’� as and Zhen +e Wills – the prinFiple so YiErantly dePonstrated in Q� ����� and 
105:03-05.

Ɩyah ��� e[presses that the (ssenFe of ,slāP is freedoP to Fhoose after the 0essaJe of ,slāP 
had been conveyed. Thus, it guarantees this fundamental value forever

,f , Zere to Fherry piFk a set of Ɩyāt from this Sǌrah as a treasure containing Precious Divine 
7ruth and for reÀeFtion� it Zould Ee Ɩyāt 138 and 256, which are paraphrased below:

� 7hH ,VlāPLF bel ief takes its Color from Allāh and ZhiFh 0essaJe Fould JiYe a Eetter 
colour than Allāh’s 0essaJe in The 4Xr’āQ. 

 And to Him al one we are dev oted in our worship Ey aFNQRZlHGJLQJ +LV 8QVharHG 
8QLWy� 'LYLQLWy� 8QLTXHQHVV aQG &RPPaQG.

- There shall never be any intim idation, coercion, or com pul sion in matters of F aith 
or rel igion – it is a m atter of conv iction that does not com e through threats or 
SrHVVXrH. 

 The right guidance to sal v ation is now distinct through ,VlāP from al l  other -  
pr ev ious and future – erroneous Eeliefs� IaLWhV aQG FXlWV. 

 Hence whoever renounces the forces aQG VyVWHPV of evil aQG WyraQQy, and puts full 
and ¿rP faith in Allāh  

- 7hH 2QH aQG 2Qly *RG� aQG ,VlāP� has indeed taken hold of a ¿rP and unEreakaEle 
support. 

,En .athƯr� 7aEarƯ and 5ā]Ư Farry nuPerous reports suJJestinJ that 7he Prophet�3� may have 
said: 

- E verything has a z enith. The z enith of the Qur’ān is Sǌrah al�%aTarah� 
� 5eFite�read al�%aTarah � holdinJ on to it is a Earakah �ElessinJ�� leaYinJ it is a 

reJret� an afÀiFtion� and falsehood has no poZer oYer it� 
- Do not turn your homes into a graveyard by giving up reciting/ reading the Qur’ān� 

Satan Àees froP a house in which al-Baqarah is recited/ read. 
� 5ead the tZo resilient ones – Q���� Al�%aTarah and Q���� Ɩl�µ,Prān � for they 

come at the Time of F inal Judgment like two Flouds� or tZo shades� or tZo ÀoFks 
of birds, pleading for those who used to act by it. 

- Rejoice in the two lights brought to you which have not been brought to any 
3rophet Eefore you� Q���� Al�)ātihah and Q���� Al�%aTarah� said the ArFh�AnJel 
to the Prophet�3�. 
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� 5eFite Ɩyat al�.ursƯ �Ɩyah ���� see EeloZ� Zhile JoinJ to Eed� as it proYides a 
protector for you from Allāh�(0�, and Satan will not come near you until the next 
morning. 

The Prophet�3� used to reFite parts of al�%aTarah and Ɩl�’,Prān durinJ the Salāt al�)aMr�
M orning Prayers. 

%okhārƯ Tuotes 7he Prophet�3� to have said that Allāh�(0� has one hundred minus one Bl essed 
Names/ M aj estic A ttributes, i.e. 99. This Sǌrah Farries a listinJ that Fontain soPe of these �� 
as well as others which carry an overwhelming fragrance of the Sacred Divine Attributes but 
are not conventionally enumerated:  

- He turns in forgiveness to those who seek His F orgiveness. 
- He stands by those who are patient and steadfast in every adversity. 
- He is Appreciative of deeds of righteousness. 
� +e is harsh in punishPent to those Zho haYe earned it Ey their ÀaZed faith� PotiYes 

and deeds. 
- He does not like those who overstep the limits set by Him. 
- He loves those who seek repentance and purify themselves. 
- He teaches you. 
� Ɩyat�al�.ursƯ �Ɩyah ���� Farries a Jala[y of the 0aMestiF AttriEutes� 

 Allāh – there is no one to Zorship e[Fept +iP�
 the E ver L iving,
 the Self-Subsisting, 
 Slumber and sleep do not overtake Him,
 to Him belongs whatever exists in the cosmos and the earth as wel l  as between 

them ,
 He K nows whatever is before them what wil l  take pl ace in the future - and 

Zhat is Eehind theP – what took pl ace in the pas t, 
 they encompass nothing of His knowledge except for whatever He may please,
 Supremacy of His Power embraces the cosmos and the earth,
 Protecting both does not weary Him, 
 He is The E xalted, 
 He is The Almighty. 

This Sǌrah� al�%aTarah� Zas reYealed in 0adƯnah� ,t FoPprises ��� Ɩyāt� of ZhiFh Ɩyāt ���
��� Pake up the 3art �� Ɩyāt ������� Fonstitute the 3art �� and� Ɩyāt ���� ��� are a part of 
the Part 3 of The Qur’ān� ZhiFh in turn FoPprises ����� Ɩyāt of uneTual lenJth and �� 3arts 
of equal length.
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Ɩl�’,Prān

The Sǌrah’s title is derived from references to the family line of ‘ ,Prān in Ɩyāt �� and �� – 
‘ ,Prān� Pentioned as APran in the Torah, was the father of M oses�3� and Aaron�3� and their 
sister was M iriam ( 7orah�([odus ������� ,t opens Zith a pronounFePent aEout the Divine 
OriJin of 7he Qur’ān and its relationship to the forPer Divine Scriptures, namely the Torah, 
The Psalms and the ,nMƯl�%LElH.

The highlight of the Sǌrah is that the sFope of ,slāP enFoPpasses all other reYealed reliJions 
regardless of their time and place. Its principal theme challenges the Christian doctrine of 
divinity of Jesus whose human nature and mortality are stressed repeatedly. It is maintained - 
Ɩyāt ����� � that the PiraFulous FonFeption and Eirth of Jesus was only one of a multitude of 
Allāh’s stupendous poZer to creation, which had started with conceptualiz ation and creation 
of the ¿rst human being in the person of Adam followed by E ve. 

Allāh�(0�’s Singularity, Uniqueness and humanity’s total dependence on Him is eloquently 
stated and upheld. The Sǌrah ÀaJs reinstatePent of the K a’bah as the Q iblah for the M uslims’ 
direction towards which to face while offering the Salāt�3rayers � Zhether Pandatory� optional 
or funeral;  individually or collectively. 

It details the lessons from the Battle of Uhud, AD 625, the near disaster situation that befell 
the small M uslim community - where the message is that battles/ wars in ,slāP are fouJht for 
values and principles, not for private grudges or personal animosity or material gain. It also 
deals with moral issues of cowardice, hypocrisy and undue worldly attachment. 

Ɩyah ��� rePinds us of our reliJious oEliJation and� as a result� Ɩyah ��� deFlares the 
M uslims to be the noblest community, which ( as l ong as it� enMoins MustiFe and forEids 
ZhateYer is repuJnant� Ɩyāt �� and ��� are deriYed froP the prinFiple set in Ɩyah ��� that 
Allāh�(0� Himself chooses the martyrs and that they give cause precedence in their whole life 
to the promotion, reinforcement and defence of ,slāP� and the ,slāPiF Yalues� and lifestyles� 

The Sǌrah Pakes a Fall to eYery 0usliP� eYeryZhere and at all tiPes� 

- Do not take the non-M uslims as political allies/ patrons in preference to the M uslims. 
- Show a high degree of steadfastness in adversity. 
- Give no leeway to the enemies of ,slāP to oYerZhelP your Yalues� lifestyles and 

cultures.

,f , Zere to Fherry piFk an Ɩyah froP this Sǌrah as a treasure containing Precious Divine 
7ruth and for reÀeFtion� it Zould Ee Ɩyah ��� ZhiFh is paraphrased EeloZ�

 Y ou shall never attain true standard of righteousness aQG SLHWy until you spend in the 
&aXVH RI Allāh out of what you truly cherish IRr yRXrVHlYHV� LQ WhH hRSH RI rHFHLYLQJ a 

I / W e start by the Bl essed Name of Allāh� 
7he ,n¿nitely 0erFiful to al l , The E ver-Compassionate WR HYHryRQH.
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PXFh JrHaWHr rHZarG LQ WhH +HrHaIWHr. And, whatever you spend in this regard, surely 
Allāh knoZs aEout it fully Zell�

The Qur’ān is Elessed and full of ElessinJs� 7here are parts of it aEout ZhiFh Ze haYe soPe 
inforPation Zith reJard to their speFi¿F ElessinJs� One suFh Sǌrah is this� ,En .athƯr� 7aEarƯ 
and 5ā]Ư Farry nuPerous reports suJJestinJ that 7he Prophet�3� may have said: 

� 5ead the µtZo radiant ones’� al�]ahrāZiyān� Q����al�%aTarah and Q���� Ɩl�’,Prān� 
for they will come during the Time of  Resurrection like two clouds, or two shades, 
or tZo ÀoFks of Eirds� pleadinJ for their FoPpanions � Zho used to aFt Ey it� 

- The Qur’ān Zill Ee ErouJht at the 7iPe of Resurrection with its companions who 
used to aFt Ey it� at the front EeinJ al�%aTarah and Ɩl�,Prān like tZo dark clouds or 
canopies with liJht� or tZo ÀoFks of Eirds pleadinJ for those deYoted to it� 

� 5eadinJ of the last part of Ɩl�’,Prān� Ɩyāt �������� Zill Ee reZarded like the night 
vigil. 

The Prophet�3� used to reFite parts of al�%aTarah and Ɩl�’,Prān durinJ the Salāt al�)aMr�
M orning Prayers. 

All of the Qur’ān is Elessed� and there are parts of it aEout ZhiFh Ze haYe Eeen inforPed 
aEout their speFi¿F ElessinJs� One suFh Sǌrah is this� ,En .athƯr and QurtuEƯ Farry reports 
TuotinJ Syed µAlƯ�5A� iEn AEƯ 7āliE� fourth riJhteous Faliph �A' ���–���� in suFFession to 
The Prophet, that ‘ 0uhaPPad’ �Ɩyah ���� is one of the seYen naPes Ey ZhiFh 7he Prophet�3� 
said he was called in The Qur’ān� the other si[ are 7ā�+ā. �Q�������� <ā�SƯn� �Q�������� 
AhPad �Q�������� AEd�Allāh �Q�������� Al�0u]]aPPil ������� and Al�0uddaththir 
�Q�������� Or as 7he Prophet�3� may have said.

%okhārƯ Tuotes 7he Prophet�3� to have said that Allāh�(0� has one hundred minus one Bl essed 
Names/ M aj estic A ttributes, i.e. 99. The following listing from this Sǌrah is FoPposed of 
some of these and others which carry a fragrance of the Sacred Divine Attributes but are not 
traditionally enumerated in the count of 99:  

- Allāh� there is no entity for Zorship and can nev er be but He. 
- He forms you in the wombs of your mothers. 
- He is The Provider of sustenance to al l  creation without measure. 
- Hearing and respondi ng of all calls, pl ease and suppl ications. 
- He commands ‘ Be! ’ and it becomes, L.H. VWarWV FRPLQJ WR H[LVWHQFH ZLWh SHrIHFWLRQ. 
- He is The F riend of the pious and v irtuous. 
- He is F ully Aware of those who promote corruption. 
- He does not wish any wrong for the worlds� L.H. all creation. 
- He loves those who put their trust in Him. 
- He is the Possessor of great favours/ blessings. 

This Sǌrah� Ɩl�µ,Prān� Zas reYealed in 0adƯnah� ,t FoPprises ��� Ɩyāt� of ZhiFh Ɩyāt ����� 
Pake up for the 3art �� and� Ɩyāt ������ Fonstitute the 3art � of 7he Qur’ān� ZhiFh in turn 
FoPprises ����� Ɩyāt of uneTual lenJth and �� 3arts of eTual lenJth�
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Al�1isā’

The Sǌrah takes its title� Al�1isā’� pronounFed as µAn�1isā’� froP the Pany instruFtions 
regarding women, their rights and marital relations, and preservation of their chastity. It sets 
out the general principles of equity and reconciliation upon which the marital relationship 
Pust rest� Ɩyāt �� and �� set the proFedure of handlinJ a Zife’s disloyalty to her husEand 
through a progressive approach. If a split is feared between them, then a judge is to be 
appointed from his family and a judge from hers for settlement. 

,t is the ¿rst of tZo Sǌrahs that EeJin Zith the phrase� µO +uPankind�’ When the Qur’ān 
is divided into two equal parts, this Sǌrah� al�1isā’� is the fourth Sǌrah of the ¿rst part� 
while Sǌrah Hajj, the second Sǌrah that EeJins Zith µO +uPankind�’ is the fourth Sǌrah of 
the second part. After addressing us in this way, the Sǌrah draZs attention to the oriJin of 
humankind;  Sǌrah Hajj, in contrast, focuses on the Hereafter. M ost of the principles that were 
revealed in order to regulate and govern M uslim civil life are found in this Sǌrah�

The Sǌrah also offers JuidanFe on a Yariety of other topiFs� inFludinJ polygamy for protection 
of orphans and widows, inheritanFe riJhts� Putual kindness� resistanFe to seFurinJ sel¿sh 
gains, unlawful appropriation of others’ assets and property, and war and peace. The men 
are restricted to marry up to a maximum of four wives in exceptional circumstances that 
are speFi¿F to e[traordinary situations� ,t is not a Jeneral rule for� aPonJ other thinJs� the 
reasoninJ Yide ¿rst part of Ɩyah ��� that µyou Zill not Ee aEle to deal fairly aPonJ theP in 
m atters of l ov e and affection, even if it is your sincere desire’ aQG yRX arH HaJHr WR GR VR. 

Ɩyah �� is paraphrased EeloZ�

- The husbands should take full care of the socio- econom ic and em otional  
needs of their wives as par t of their m oral  and VRFLal rHVSRQVLELlLWy with the 
faculties that Allāh has Pade the forPer Pore adYantaJed than the later� and 
what they spend out of their income, weal th and pos sessions to m aintain them . 

- The honourable wives are: truly devout to the Teachings of ,VlāP� and 
observant RI WhHLr hXVEaQGV’ rLJhWV, and, guarding their privacy and chastity 
that Allāh has ordained to Ee Juarded in the aEsenFe of their husEands� 

- As for those wives from whom you fear highhandedness, il l - wil l , and/ or 
ErHaFh RI WhHLr ParLWal lRyalWy� ignore them in bed IrRP ShyVLFal LQWLPaFy; 
aQG� LI WhHy VWLll FRQWLQXH WR SHrVLVW, then you may ev en hit them, but ‘not 
YLFLRXVly’ �aV 7hH P rophe t instructed in his l ast publ ic address on the ev e of 
+LMMaWXl :LGā’� A' ��2). 

- F inally, if they open out to you and mend, then do not seek an excuse to blame 
them, or proceed against them - L.H. LW VhRXlG EH aV LI LW QHYHr haSSHQHG.

I / W e start by the Bl essed Name of Allāh� 
7he ,n¿nitely 0erFiful to al l , The E ver-Compassionate WR HYHryRQH.
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The cause of its revelation was that a woman came to The Prophet�3� complaining about her 
husband beating her. The Prophet�3� immediately ordered retaliation against her husband as 
laid doZn in Q������� and ������ ,t Zas then that this Ɩyah Zas reYealed� 7he Prophet�3� 
aborted the retaliation, saying: ‘ I wanted one thing and Allāh Zanted another�’ Or as 7he 
Prophet�3� Pay haYe said� 5eport is Farried Ey ,En .athƯr� QurtuEƯ� 7aEarƯ and =aPakhsharƯ� 

It may be noted that The Prophet�3� would never beat, hit or strike his wives. In fact, he�3� 
is reported Ey AlEāni of haYinJ said� µ7he Eest aPonJ you is the Eest toZard his Zife and 
I am the best among you.’ It is also considered apologetic and misleading to offer different 
PeaninJs of the AraEiF e[pression µdharaEa’ – ZhiFh Pay e[plain riFhness of the AraEiF 
lanJuaJe � Eut the Fause of this reYelation Zas speFi¿F to the EeatinJ of a Zife Ey her husEand� 

Ɩyāt – ������ 7he rulinJ is e[pliFit Zith respeFt to prePeditated Purder� unintentional 
killinJ and PanslauJhter� Ɩyah ��� stresses on 7he 8nforJiYaEle Sin of FoPproPisinJ on 
Allāh�(0�’s Unshared Unity, Divinity and Uniqueness. There are also polemical passages 
against the ‘ hypocrites’ and People of F ormer 'iYine 5eYelations – Ɩyāt �������� inFludinJ 
the assertion that Jesus�3� Zas not FruFi¿ed – Ɩyāt ��������

1otZithstandinJ a speFi¿F inFident that Faused reYelation of Ɩyah ���� the prinFiple laid out 
remains vital for our system of justice and judiciary. It reads: 

µ7ruly� We haYe reYealed onto you 7he Book of 4Xr’āQ with truth, so that you may give 
judgments among people by what Allāh has shoZn you’� L.H. XVH 7hH 4Xr’āQ aV WhH EaVLV 
for al l  decision- m aking and j udgm ents; or deriv e rul ings from  the pr incipl es and l aws 
FRQWaLQHG hHrHLQ. 

The Prophet�3� is designated as Allāh�(0�’s representative and the supreme arbiter of all disputes. 
7hus� it asserts Yide Ɩyāt �� and �� to µOEey Allāh and oEey 7he 0essenJer M uham m ad’ in 
all matters, every matter;  and ‘ whosoever would obey The M essenger M uham m ad, in fact, 
obeys Allāh’� AltoJether this Sǌrah is aPonJ the Post iPportant and fundaPental for ,slāPiF 
MurisprudenFe Zith ePphasis on the inseparaEility EetZeen ,slāPiF )aith and the social 
behavior of M uslims based on the Divinely Revealed Sacred L aw contained in The Qur’ān� 

The Sǌrah hiJhliJhts seYeral social messages including:

- Treat the parents and the wiv es with respect and courtesy.
� (leFt�appoint Tuali¿ed people and oEserYe MustiFe�
- Promote friendship and peace.
- Do not kill!
- F ight against oppression or seek asylum elsewhere.
� Support Orphans and their 0others�
- Stand for Justice and Truth.
- Do not publiciz e personal negative sayings, except if one is immensely wronged. 

Ɩyah ��� is Jenerally taken as a Fause for shorteninJ the ��5aka’ Salāt�3rayHr to 2-Raka’ 
durinJ the Fourse of one’s Mourney �of a Fertain distanFe� and�or stay aZay froP one’s norPal 
plaFe of residenFe �for a Fertain period�� While soPe AhādƯth Pay support this Fontention� 
this Ɩyah does not� it is speFi¿F to the FirFuPstanFes� Zell de¿ned� ZhiFh are other than the 
usually stated and adhered to.  

,f , Zere to Fherry piFk a set of Ɩyāt froP this Sǌrah as a treasure containing Precious Divine 
7ruth and for reÀeFtion� it Zould Ee Ɩyāt �� and ��� ZhiFh are paraphrased EeloZ�

- Do not usurp one another’s possessions Ey Zay RI H[WRrWLRQ� FhHaWLQJ� ErLEHry� 
m isappr opr iations, hoarding, XVXry� lRWWHry� JaPElLQJ� aQG LllHJal JLIWLQJ� HWF. 
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unless it be a commercial deal by mutual consent to m utual  adv antage. Do not 
cheat and destroy yourselves aQG RQH aQRWhHr.

 - But whoever does so wilfully with malicious motives, RXW RI aQLPRVLWy aQG LQMXVWLFH 
towards others, shall Ee Fast in the +ell¿re� 

%okhārƯ Tuotes 7he Prophet�3� to have said that Allāh�(0� has one hundred minus one Bl essed 
Names/ M aj estic A ttributes, i.e. 99. Some of these in this Sǌrah are listed EeloZ as Zell as 
others that are not conventionally enumerated: 

- Acceptor of repentance IrRP WhRVH ZhR VHHN +LV rHSHQWaQFH.
- Giver of great rewards WR WhRVH ZhRVH GHHGV RI rLJhWHRXVQHVV SlHaVH +LP.
� OYerpoZerinJ eYerythinJ�
- Honor belongs to Him altogether aQG ZhRVRHYHr VHHNV LW VhRXlG rHYHrW WR +LP.  

This Sǌrah� al�1isā’ Zas reYealed in 0adƯnah folloZinJ Sǌrah ��� ,t FoPprises ��� Ɩyāt� of 
ZhiFh Ɩyāt ������ Pake up for the 3art �� and �� and Ɩyāt ������� Fonstitute EeJinninJ of 
the Part 6 of The Qur’ān� ZhiFh in turn Fonsist of ����� Ɩyāt of uneTual lenJth and �� 3arts 
of equal length.
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Al�0ā’idah

7he title� Al�0ā’idah, means the miraculous ‘ The 7aEle Spread With 0eals’ sent doZn to 
Jesus�3� and his apostles froP +eaYen Pentioned in Ɩyāt �������� 7he Sǌrah is also knoZn 
as al�’8Tǌd� ZhiFh reÀeFts the Zide�ranJinJ suEMeFts and eiJhteen elaEorate leJislations� 
principles and directives concerning pledges, contracts, foods, Hajj and marriages, etc. to 
regulate relations within the M uslim community as well as inter-community relations. It also 
prescribes punishment for certain violent offences like aggression, murder and robbery.

The tone of the opening lines of the Sǌrah Eears soPe FoPparison Zith M oses�3�’ ¿nal serPon 
as recounted in the Book of Deuteronomy/ Torah.

Ɩyah ��� reYealed on )riday� �� 'h’ǌl�+iMMah� A' ���� on the oFFasion of )areZell Hajj is 
Fonsidered to Ee the last of all Qur’āniF 5eYelations� 

‘ This day I have perfected for you, your religion, and completed M y Blessings upon you, 
and approve for you as religion, ,slāP’� 

7he Ɩyah sets tone for the eYer�liYinJ PessaJe that� ,slāP is the faith� ,slāP is the religion;  
,slāP is the leJal Fode� and� ,slāP is a social system for life that governs its relations with 
others for all tiPes� WhateYer the Qur’ān endorses of forPer Divine L aw remains a part of the 
,slāPiF /aZ� and ZhateYer the Qur’ān aEroJates loses its status �Ɩyah ���� 

The legislative rulings cover: 

- the type of livestock that are lawful to consume when slaughtered or hunted;  
� the restriFtions and perPissions Zhile ZearinJ ihrāP for the Hajj/ Umrah (pi l grim  

garb for m al es com pr ises two pi eces of pl ain unstitched cotton cl oth:  one pi ece for 
ZraSSLQJ WhH XSSHr SarW RI WhH ERGy aQG WhH RWhHr IRr ZraSSLQJ WhH lRZHr SarW; IRr 
IHPalHV LW LV WhHLr QRrPal GrHVV FRYHrLQJ ZhRlH ERGy H[FHSW haQGV� IHHW� aQG IaFH); 

- puri¿Fation� Zadǌ’ and the &all to Salāt�3rayers� 
- judgment and administration of justice;  
- mandatory punishment for robbery;  
- rules pertaining to consumption of intoxicants, lottery and gambling, etc;  
- atonement for dishonouring oaths, treaties and contractual obligations;  
- warning against apostasy – defeFtion froP FontinuinJ to folloZ ,slāP as a religion 

– m urtadd in A rabic;
- making a bequest;  and, 
- Governance of marriage, etc. 

The issues of the F aith emphasiz e Allāh�(0�’s Unshared Divinity, Unity and Uniqueness 
thereby repudiating all forms of polytheism, trinity, incarnation of divine being/ image, and 

I / W e start by the Bl essed Name of Allāh� 
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association of partners in the Divine Attributes and Commands of Allāh �(0�. The Sǌrah purJes 
the monotheistic faith of all confusion, while making it clear that religion means a system of 
living for life. 

The Sǌrah JiYes seYeral stronJ PessaJes to the 0usliP FoPPunity� Pore iPportantly� 

- Be true to your promises and contractual obligations;  
- Do not take for friendship those who mock and ridicule ,slāP� 
- Proclaim to the whole world what is revealed to you as the Qur’ān� and�
- Promote ,slāP� Ee a Jood e[aPple to others� and dispense Yirtue and Joodness to 

all rHJarGlHVV RI HWhQLFLWy� FRlRXr aQG rel igion;
- Y ou are allowed to eat food of the F ollowers of F ormer Divine Scriptures and 

marry their women VXEMHFW WR 4.02����� 02�22� aQG ������� HWF.

Ɩyāt ����� present a Eeautiful portrait of &hristian deYotion and the Yery end reFounts Jesus’ 
extraordinary PiraFles� Ɩyāt �������� inFludinJ a uniTue eYent of µthe taEle spread Zith 
meals’ and its descent from Heaven. The Sǌrah Floses Zith a rePinder of Allāh�(0�’s absolute 
SoYereiJnty and OYerpoZerinJ &ontrol oYer all thinJs� all creation.

,f , Zere to Fherry piFk a set of Ɩyāt froP this Sǌrah as a treasure containing Precious Divine 
7ruth� and for reÀeFtion� it Zould Ee Ɩyāt ������ ZhiFh are paraphrased EeloZ�

- All WySHV aQG IRrPV RI intoxicants - al cohol , drugs, cocaine, heroin -  whether drank, 
LQhalHG� VQLIIHG� Rr LQJHVWHG Rrally Rr WhrRXJh ,9� and gambling, and fetishes, and 
divining arrows IRr WhH SXrSRVH RI GraZLQJ lRWV VLPLlar WR SraFWLFH RI raIÀH� HWF. are 
a loathsome evil devised by Satan – the ev il  of hum an soul  and VRFLal HQYLrRQPHQW. 
So shun them!

 Thus you may be successful in the Sight of Allāh� aQG hHQFH LQ WhH +HrHaIWHr. 
- The Satan seeks to precipitate hatred and animosity among you by m eans of 

NHHSLQJ yRX LQYRlYHG LQ intoxicants� WhHrHEy ZHaNHQLQJ yRXr FRQVFLRXVQHVV aQG 
sel f- control , and gambling ZhLFh lHaYHV yRX ZLWh a GHHS VHQVH RI lRVV aQG JrXGJH.

 And, consequently, to prevent you from the Remembrance of Allāh and attendanFe 
to the GaLly Salāt�3rayHrV. 

 Will you then Ee the ones Zho aEstain from  intox icants and gam bl ing?

,En .athƯr and QurtuEƯ Farry reports TuotinJ Syedah µƖisha�5A� that the Prophet M uhammad�3� 
said:

- In Allāh’s heaYenly kinJdoP the Sǌrah is Falled µal�0unTidha’� the SaYiour� as it 
will save its followers from the hands of angels of punishment. 

� O 3eople� 7his Sǌrah is aPonJ the last of Zhat has Eeen reYealed� so treat as laZful 
that ZhiFh it Pakes laZful� and treat as unlaZful that ZhiFh it Pakes unlaZful� Or 
as The Prophet�3� may have said. 

7he Ɩyāt EeloZ Farry a fraJranFe of the SaFred Divine Attributes which are not traditionally 
enumerated in the count of 99:  

- He loves those who act fairly.
- He does not like the fomenters of corruption and those who overstep limits set by 

Allāh� 

This Sǌrah� al�0ā’idah� Zas reYealed in 0adƯnah� ,t FoPprises ��� Ɩyāt� of ZhiFh Ɩyāt 
����� forP a part of the 3art ��� Ɩyāt ������ Pake up the early part of the 3art �� of 7he 
Qur’ān� ZhiFh in turn FoPprises ����� Ɩyāt of uneTual lenJth and �� 3arts of eTual lenJth�
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Al�An’āP

The Sǌrah takes its title froP Ɩyāt ���� ��� and ���� PeaninJ µ7he /iYestoFk’� it refers 
to the practice of dedicating livestock to entities of idolatry worship other than Allāh�(0�. 
It emphasiz es the Creative Power of Allāh�(0�, especially as manifested in the ‘ Signs’ of an 
ordered natural world, and thus it attacks the folly of idolatry. The narrative of Abraham�3�’s 
rejection of idolatry is repeated and a parallel is drawn between the religion of Abraham�3� and 
the religion of The Prophet M uhammad�3�, as well as between the ‘ Books’ given to M oses�3� 
and The Prophet M uhammad�3�. 

It also deals with a number of issues including, but not limited to, the inevitable fate of the 
disbelievers and those who cause offence to Allāh�(0�, enunciation of the Hereafter/ Resurrection, 
refutation of a host of superstitions and PystiFisP� and Poral struFture of the ,slāPiF soFiety� 
etc. 

Ɩyāt ����� Pention Ey naPe �� 3rophets�3� for the common theme of their message to the 
nations that they were assigned to, namely Allāh�(0�’s Unshared Unitary Status. 

It is also interesting to note that the imperative, ‘ Q ul’ meaning ‘ Say’ or ’Declare’ or ‘ Proclaim’, 
appears forty times in the Sǌrah� soPetiPes oFFurrinJ as often as � tiPes in the saPe Ɩyah� 
i�e� Ɩyah ��� for repeated ePphasis� 

The Sǌrah FonFludes Zith three of the forty�four direFt instruFtions addressed to 7he 
Prophet�3�� and therefore to the 0usliP FoPPunity Yide Ɩyāt ���� ��� and ���� 

The message of the Sǌrah spreads oYer a Zide speFtruP� naPely� 

� When indiYiduals� nations and FiYili]ations JroZ arroJant and oppressiYe� they 
degenerate, decline and fall apart. 

� 7he afÀiFtion of Allāh�(0�’s displeasure is as much on those who deliberately cause 
offence to Allāh�(0� as on those who deviate from the Truth. 

- Uphold, disseminate and persevere, despite opposition and hostility, the Cause of 
Allāh�(0�. 

- Disbelief - past, present and future - is the outcome of ignorance and arrogance, 
while Religion of ,slāP entails proper and soEer understandinJ of the reality and 
the Supremacy of Allāh�(0�, and, total suEPission and oEedienFe to +is Orders�
Commandments contained in The Qur’ān� 

� Ɩyāt ������� deliYer ten stronJ FoPPandPents and urJe all Pales and fePales� 
young and old to work towards attaining Allāh�FonsFiousness� 

 do not take any entity, pr ov erbial  or m etaphor ical , for worship beside Allāh�
 be kind towards the parents;

I / W e start by the Bl essed Name of Allāh� 
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 do not kill your Fhildren for fear of iPpoYerishPent EeFause We proYide for 
you as well as for them;  

 do not commit foul sins, overt or covert;  
 do not kill a person that Allāh has forEidden to kill Zithout the riJht Musti¿Fation 

to do so;  
 you have no right whatsoever to any of an orphan’s possessions except what is 

required for orphan’s own well-being until she/ he comes of age;  
 observe fairness and justice in weights and measures;  
 judge fairly and testify to the truth, even if it involves your own family and 

relatives;  
 be true to the Covenant of Allāh� and� 
 do not follow any path other than the Path of Allāh� i�e� ,slāP� 

Ɩyah ��� teaFhes us the Zords for suEPittinJ to Allāh�(0� in full submission: 

‘ M y prayer and my devotion, and my living and my dying, are all devoted RQly to Allāh� 
Rabb, the L ord S upr em e of all Worlds� all ([LVWHQFH’.

,f , Zere to Fherry piFk a set of Ɩyāt froP this Sǌrah as a treasure containing Precious Divine 
7ruth� and for reÀeFtion� it Zould Ee Ɩyāt ������ ZhiFh are paraphrased EeloZ�

� And We assiJned a num ber of M essengers to a num ber of com m unities and regions 
before you O  P rophe t 0XhaPPaG. The host communities ridiculed their M issions, 
and disobeyed Divine M essages of their respe ctiv e 0HVVHQJHrV. Consequently,

 We sei]ed theP Zith deYastation and sufferinJ� aQG aIÀLFWHG WhHP ZLWh FalaPLWLHV 
RI IaPLQH� HFRQRPLF harGVhLS aQG aQarFhy.

 We did so that they Pay huPEle thePselYes� and subm it to O ur AXWhRrLWy. 
- But, then, why did they continue refusing VXEPLVVLRQ WR 8V eYen Zhen Our 

Punishment drew closer to them?  
 Rather their hearts hardened as the suffering fail ed to m ake them  turn to Allāh� for 

Satan made their foul deeds appear attractiv e and pleasing to them, aQG� WhXV WhHy 
WRRN SrLGH LQ WhHLr FRQGXFW. 

- So when they had become forgetful of what they had been asked to remember, 
 We opened to theP doors of all oppor tunities and pour ed on them  the abundance of 

al l  good things, aQG HQGlHVV SlHaVXrHV RI lLIH WhaW WhHy VRXJhW MXVW WR EH WHVWHG ZLWh 
a lLIH RI SlHQWy LQ aV PXFh aV WR EH WHVWHG ZLWh a lLIH RI VFarFLWy aQG harGVhLS. 

 But just as they were rejoicing in what they were provided with, IXlly GrXQN ZLWh 
SlHaVXrHV RI lLIH� aQG haG WhXV EHFRPH haXJhWy� We sei]ed theP suddenly� 

 That is when they were dumbfounded and plunged into utter desperation.
- Thus, the last remnants of WhH FRPPXQLWy�QaWLRQ WhaW FaXVHG injustice and 

oppr ession were cut-off FRPSlHWHly.

,En .athƯr� QurtuEƯ and =aPakhsharƯ Farry reports TuotinJ 7he Prophet�3� as having said: 
‘ Sǌrah al�An’āP Zas sent doZn all at onFe� aFFoPpanied Ey seYenty thousand anJels� 
hyPninJ Jlori¿Fations and praises’� QurtuEƯ e[tends it further to say that Ɩyah �� – µAnd 
with Him are the reigns of the Unseen;  no one knows but He’ - was sent down with twelve 
thousand angels of its own.’ Allāh�(0� and His Prophet�3�  know better.

7he folloZinJ Ɩyāt Farry a fraJranFe of the SaFred Divine Attributes which are not 
traditionally enumerated in the count of 99:  

- He is Allāh in the cosmos, cel estial  spac e and the earth.
- He knows your secrets and your public utterances. 
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- He knows what you earn by way of deeds. 
- He has prescribed the M ercy for Himself. 
- He feeds and is not fed. 
� WhosoeYer +e Wills� +e leads astray� and WhosoeYer +e Wills� +e direFts hiP on 

a straight path. 
- No leaf falls but He knows of it. 
� +is Word is 7he 7ruth� 
- He is the Cleaver of the grain and the fruit stone and the dawn.

This Sǌrah� al�An’āP� Zas reYealed in 0akkah� ,t Fonsists of ��� Ɩyāt� of ZhiFh Ɩyāt ���
��� Fonstitute a part of the 3art �� and� Ɩyāt ������� Pake up a part of the 3art � of 7he 
Qur’ān� ZhiFh in turn FoPprises ����� Ɩyāt of uneTual lenJth and �� 3arts of eTual lenJth�
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Al�A’rāf 

The Sǌrah takes its naPe� al�µArāf� froP the eniJPatiF referenFe Pentioned tZiFe in Ɩyāt �� 
and 49. The Arabic title, which most translators render as ‘ The Heights’, i.e. a high place in 
Paradise or between Paradise and Hell, it may also connote understanding, acknowledgment 
or discernment. 

The Sǌrah falls into � Jroups� 

- Discourse about the encounter of Adam and Satan highlights the point that the 
later did not cease in deceiving the former but continues to pursue his offspring, 
generation after generation - a constant Eattle EetZeen truth and falsehood – Ɩyāt 
10-25;  

- sacred history of Prophets Noah�3� �������� +ǌd�3� �������� Sālih�3� �������� /ot�3� 
������� and Sho’aiE�3� �������� and sufferinJ and destruFtion of their disoEeyinJ 
people in this life and the ne[t � Ɩyāt �������

- narrative concerning the struggle that Prophet M oses�3� had to undertake against 
his own people, the Israelites, and Pharaoh is the most detailed of any account 
described in The Qur’ān Eeside referenFes in thirty other plaFes as Zell – Ɩyāt ����
174.

Ɩyāt ������ ������ ��� and ��� relate to 7he Qur’ān itself� and Ɩyāt ����� and ����� to other 
'iYine 5eYelations as a Zhole� Ɩyah ��� Pakes a Pention of the Prophet M uhammad�3� as 
‘ The Prophet, The Ummy’ described in the Torah ( 'euteronoPy ������ ��� and the ,nMƯl�
Bibl e ( -ohn ������ ������ ������ ,f µ8PPy’ is taken to Pean of those Zho had not Eeen JiYen 
a 'iYine SFripture thus far �A' ����� like the -eZs and the &hristians� then it siJni¿es the 
rationale that Allāh�(0� chose to assign them a Prophet, M uhammad, from among themselves 
– the 8PPy 3rophet to a people knoZn as uPPiyǌn – plural of uPPy� 

The role of the last of the Prophets, M uhammad�3�, is set in the perspective of the experience 
of earlier Prophets. All narratives from 1oah� the ¿rst 0essenJer� to M uhammad, the last 
M essenger are reduced to two essential Divine M essages which they conveyed to their 
respective people: 

� Worship Allāh – 7hH 2QH aQG 2Qly *RG!  
- L ive righteously ZLWhLQ WhH SaraPHWHrV VHW Ey +LP!  

The communities that resisted the respective Divine Teachings were made to suffer in a 
number of ways. Narration of an event of history is only used as a means of dealing with an 
existing situation. It only states a truth in order to remove a falsehood.  

I / W e start by the Bl essed Name of Allāh� 
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The Sǌrah Eears out the folloZinJ JuidanFe� 

- M ake full submission in worship, reverence and obedience to Allāh�(0�  alone, and, 
live righteously. 

- Those who resist the 'iYine 7eaFhinJs are inÀiFted Zith Zorst forPs of sufferinJs� 
such as the long periods of autocratic rule and anarchy, prolonged famines and 
freTuent natural disasters inFludinJ deYastatinJ Àoods� earthTuakes and epidePiFs� 
etc. 

� While adYersity and afÀuenFe are testinJ rePinders froP Allāh� e[erFise self�
restraint, show tolerance, enjoin forgiveness and speak for justice.

- During the Time of F inal Judgment all shall be weighed with justice in terms of 
their deeds;  those whose good deeds outweigh their bad deeds on the scale shall 
triumph. 

� WheneYer the Qur’ān is read aloud�reFited� keep silent� and listen to it attentiYely 
so that you are blessed.

Ɩyāt ������� are iPportant PetaphoriFal e[pressions� ,t estaElished that the fundaPental 
relationship EetZeen 5aEE – 7hH /RrG &rHaWRr and the Prophets and through them  the hum an 
spe cies in successiv e pe riods of tim e who woul d becom e their fol l owers and hence obl igated 
to accept  what is premised on the recognition of His Supreme L ordship at the time of their 
pre-temporal creation, L.H. SrLRr WR WhH HarWhly lLIH. 

The Sǌrah Floses Ey leaYinJ a rePinder for the faithful in Ɩyah ���� ZhiFh eFhoes Q����� 
and 07:55:

‘ And remember your Rabb Ey rHFLWLQJ SaVVaJHV RI +LV 2QHQHVV� *lRrL¿FaWLRQ� 
suppl ication and inv ocation within yourself, humbly and in awe, being not too loud of 
voice, EXW LQ a YRLFH lRZ HQRXJh WhaW LW FaQ EH hHarG RQly Ey RQHVHlI�  in the morning and 
the evening, and do not be of those who are heedless of it.’ 

,f , Zere to Fherry piFk an Ɩyah froP this Sǌrah as a treasure containing Precious Divine 
7ruth� and for reÀeFtion� it Zould Ee Ɩyah ���� ZhiFh is paraphrased EeloZ�

Allāh VayV:

-  ‘ I shall be kind to those m en and ZRPHQ� yRXQJ aQG RlG� who follow the l ast 
Prophet M uham m ad, ‘ The 3rophet� 7he 8PPy’ ZhoP they ¿nd desFriEed in 
the Torah and the ,nMƯl�%iEle�

- He motivates and enj oins them to do what is right and righteous, and he 
forbids what is wrong and sinful . 

� And he Pakes halāl�l icit to them the things that are made lawful, Ey D iv ine 
D ecree, and Pakes harāP�illiFit to theP the thinJs that are foul and unlaZful 
Ey 'LYLQH 'HFrHH. 

- And he relieves them of their burden, and of the restraints that weigh upon 
theP – a rHIHrHQFH WR GLI¿FXlW RElLJaWLRQV laLG GRZQ LQ WhH 7Rrah. 

- So those who: believe in P rophe t 0XhaPPaG’V D iv ine M ission, and honor him 
and show reverence to him, and extend all assistance LQ IXl¿llLQJ hLV D iv ine 
M ission, and follow the L ight that  has been revealed on to him by Allāh – The 
4Xr’āQ - they are the ones who shall surely succeed in the Si ght of Allāh� aQG 
WhXV LQ WhH +HrHaIWHr.

7he folloZinJ Ɩyāt Farry a fraJranFe of the SaFred Divine Attributes which are normally not 
enumerated in the traditional count of 99:  
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- He does not command immorality. 
- He commands justice and fairness. 
- He does not like the wanton. 
- Creation and Command belongs to Him. 
- Blessed is Allāh – 5aEE of the Zorlds� 
- He protects the righteous. 

This Sǌrah� al�µArāf� Zas reYealed in 0akkah� ,t FoPprises ��� Ɩyāt� Zhere the last Ɩyah 
entails prostration� Ɩyāt ����� Fonstitute a part of the 3art �� and� Ɩyāt ������ Pake up a 
part of the Part 9 of The Qur’ān� ZhiFh in turn FoPprises ����� Ɩyāt of uneTual lenJth and 
30 Parts of equal length.
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Al�Anfāl

The Sǌrah takes its naPe froP the e[pression µAl�Anfāl’� plural of µnaÀ’� in the openinJ 
Ɩyah ��� ZhiFh literally Peans µEeyond Zhat is neFessary� or reTuired’� or� µe[Fess’� +ere it 
is taken to Pean µ7he Spoils’ of Zar� an e[pression Pore synonyPous Zith  µJhanā’iP’ as it 
was revealed in the wake of events following the triumph at Badr in AD 624 when warriors 
disputed about sharing the spoils of war. 

The 'iYine Orders Fontained in the Sǌrah larJely FonFern Zith rulinJ and leJislation relatinJ 
to warfare, peace, prisoners of war and distribution of spoils of war. Given the circumstances 
ZhiFh preYailed in A' ��� Zhen Zarriors Zere not paid Ey the estaElishPent� Ɩyah �� sets 
out a scheme for apportionment of spoils of Zar� one�¿fth for the Jroup of ¿Ye� and four�¿fth 
for warriors. 

The Sǌrah Pentions the spiritual diPensions of the battle including the assistance of angels 
and 7he Will of Allāh�(0�  – Ɩyāt ��� �� – in deterPininJ YiFtory� as in the faPous Ɩyah ���

‘ Y ou did not slay when you slew, but Allāh sleZ theP� and you did not throZ Zhen you 
threw, but Allāh threZ�’ 

5ā]Ư� 7aEarƯ and 7halaEƯ Farry reports suJJestinJ that Ɩyah �� Zas a referenFe to 7he 
Prophet�3�’s picking up a handful of gravel from the battle ground and throwing it at the 
enePy� sayinJ� µShāhat�al�WoMǌh’� and the enePy Zas struFk Zith fear and Àed� 7he battle 
set the ¿rst suFFess story for ePerJinJ ,slāPiF social order, and a new strategic direction to 
the future of ,slāP� 7he Prophet�3� Zas utterinJ the saPe Zords and reFitinJ initial Ɩyāt of 
Q .36 while he was breaking through the siege of his house in M akkah, AD 622, for making 
his way to 0adƯnah�

It maintains that battles fought in the Cause of Allāh�(0� are selÀess Zhere EraYe men stand 
up for the truth� not for Paterial Eene¿ts� At Badr, a handful of brave and dedicated F aithful 
( 313 Pen� �� FaYalry and �� arPour MaFkets� Zere aEle to destroy an arPy of ��� Zarriors� 
200 cavalry and 600 armour jackets with 70 killed and an equal number taken prisoners. 
,t dePonstrated that nuPEers and si]e are not deFisiYe faFtor� Zhen it FoPes to a FonÀiFt 
EetZeen the faithful and the faithless – a prinFiple so YiErantly dePonstrated in Q� ������� 
08:17 and 105:03-05 that Allāh Fauses huPiliation and defeat to µPany’ Zith µfeZ’� as and 
Zhen +e Wills�

Paraphrasing of the highlights comprise the following: 

-  7ruly )aithful possess ¿Ye Tualities� their hearts ¿ll Zith aZe at the Pention of 
Allāh�(0�, their faith grows stronger as they listen to The Qur’ān� understand it 
and place their trust in Allāh�(0�, establish the Salāt�3rayers Zith devotion and 
steadfastness, and, spend for the Cause of Allāh�(0�. 

I / W e start by the Bl essed Name of Allāh� 
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-  While enFounterinJ the arPy of disbelievers remember Allāh freTuently and 
fervently in order to invoke His Help for YiFtory� Ee ¿rP� rePain steadfast and do 
not retreat �H[FHSW IRr VWraWHJLF aQG WaFWLFal rHaVRQV.) 

-  Do not betray your religion by three things: making polytheists privy to the secrets 
of the F aithful;  by not complying with Allāh�(0�’s obligatory religious injunctions, 
and by abandoning the Prophet M uhammad�3�’s teachings and Sunnah. 

-  F ight until all religious mischief against ,slāP Feases� and it reiJns suprePe� 
-  Disbelievers are allies of one another, so should you;  otherwise dominant polytheism 

may cause worldwide religious corruption. 

The Sǌrah also addresses the disbelievers over three crucial issues: 
-  their belligerence to use resources against ,slāP�
-  persecution of M uslims, and 
-  obstructing the efforts to spread ,slāP � Fontinuity spreads oYer Fenturies to this 

time. 

Ɩyāt ��� �� and �� stress on the oEedienFe of Allāh�(0� and His M essenger M uhammad�3�. 
This, in essence, implies that obedience to The Prophet�3� is second only to obedience to 
Allāh�(0�, and, thus sets in place the normative character of the Prophet�3�’s teachings and his 
Sunnah. 

,f , Zere to Fherry piFk a set of Ɩyāt froP this Sǌrah as a treasure containing Precious Divine 
7ruth� and for reÀeFtion� it Zould Ee Ɩyāt �� and ��� are paraphrased EeloZ�

-  Do not betray Allāh and the )LQal M essenger M uham m ad, L.H. GR QRW aEaQGRQ 
com pl iance to Allāh’V ,QMXQFWLRQV aQG +LV 3rRShHW’V WHaFhLQJV aQG pe rsonal  
H[aPSlH. 

 And also do not betray others ZhR rHSRVH WhHLr WrXVW LQ yRX ZLWh SHrVRQal PaWWHrV� 
SrRSHrWy aQG SXElLF aIIaLrV� HWF - when you know. 

-  And you should know it well that your worldly possessions, IaPLly VWaWXV and your 
children, HWF. are JLYHQ WR yRX as a m eans to test and tem pt  as it keeps  the heart 
SrHRFFXSLHG ZLWh WhLV ZRrlGly lLIH ZLWh lLWWlH Rr QR WLPH WR aFFRrG aWWHQWLRQ WR WhH 
Se rv ice of Allāh;  and, 

 that with Allāh is the Jreatest reZard�

7he folloZinJ Ɩyāt Farry a fraJranFe of the SaFred Divine Attributes which are not normally 
enumerated in the traditional count of 99:  

-  Victory comes from Allāh� 
-  Allāh Zeakens the sFhePinJ of the disbelievers against bel iev ers. 
-  Remember Allāh unFeasinJly so that you Pay prosper hHrH aQG LQ WhH +HrHaIWHr. 
-  Allāh is suf¿Fient for you LQ HYHry PaWWHr� all PaWWHrV.  

This Sǌrah� Al�Anfāl� Zas reYealed in 0adƯnah alPost iPPediately after the %attle of Badr, 
A' ���� ,t FoPprises �� Ɩyāt� of ZhiFh Ɩyāt ����� Fonstitute a part of the 3art �� and 
Ɩyāt ����� forP a part of the 3art �� of 7he Qur’ān� ZhiFh in turn Fonsists of ����� Ɩyāt of 
unequal length and 30 Parts of equal length.
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Al-Tawbah

The title ‘ Al-Tawbah’, read as ‘ At-Tauwbah’, means ‘ The Repentance’ or ‘ The Relentance’ 
render the saPe YerE Zith a different preposition folloZinJ it� 7he title FoPes froP Ɩyah 
104. The Sǌrah is also knoZn as Al�%arā’ah� PeaninJ repudiation� renunFiation or release� it 
enunFiates the nature of repentanFe and Pentions the Fonditions of its aFFeptanFe � Ɩyāt ��� 
and ���� 7he seFond naPe is taken froP Ɩyah ��� 7he Sǌrah does not Farry the usual pre¿[ 
of µ%isPillāh’ Must EeFause 7he Prophet�3� did not dictate it to the scribes to be written down.

The Sǌrah Fontains soPe of the iPportant passaJes FonFerninJ the FonduFt of Zar and politiFal 
relations during peacetime, opening with a passage about how and why the believers should 
¿Jht the idolaters and Fertain Jroups aPonJ the )olloZers of )orPer Divine SFriptures – 
Ɩyāt ������ ,t assuPes further siJni¿FanFe as it Faptures paraPeters of three strateJiF eYents� 

-  7he 3eaFe 7reaty of +udayEƯyah �A' ����� 
-  ([pedition to 7aEǌk potentially a pre�ePptiYe defense initiatiYe �A' ����� and� 
-  7he %attle of +unayn �A' ����� 

The Prophet�3� Zent to Zar only to eradiFate oppression and inMustiFe� OnFe EasiF riJhts and 
freedom was guaranteed, war became an abominable crime. Thus, the Sǌrah puts Zar and 
peace in its proper perspective;  and, it should not be understood to mean a declaration of war 
against all non-M uslims without exception. No!  

The Qur’ān FoPPuniFates Allāh�(0� ‘ s M essage, leaving people free to decide. It does not 
teach to impose its beliefs and values on others by force - Q . 02:256;  10:41;  42:15;  and 109: 
05-06. ,slāP is the religion of voluntary suEPission to the Will of Allāh�(0�, and peace with 
honor for the humankind!  

Ɩyāt ����� Farry a FritiFisP of the Forruption of reliJious leaders� Ɩyah �� deFlares four of 
the twelve months of the year as sacred;  The Prophet�3� is Tuoted Ey 7aEarƯ to haYe speFi¿ed 
these to FoPprise 'hǌl�Qa’dah� 'hǌl�+iMMah� 0oharraP and 5aMaE� ZhiFh are the eleYenth� 
tZelfth� ¿rst and seYenth Ponths of the lunar calendar, and said: Do not wrong yourselves 
durinJ theP� i�e� do not ¿Jht eaFh other therein� Or� as the Prophet�3� may have said. 

A point to reÀeFt� /ookinJ at the /ands of &resFent µAre the folloZers of the Prophet�3� 
folloZinJ hiP Zith reJard to takinJ these Ponths as saFred� and henFe do not ¿Jht and kill 
each other? ’  

Ɩyah �� reads� µ«« 5ePePEer Zhen those Zho disEelieYed � created circum stances that 
m ade him  sl ip out from  0aNNah� aQG YLrWXally expelled him - M uham m ad from  M akkah; 
the tZo – M uham m ad and his com pani on AEū %aNr � were in the cave RI 7haūr, when he, 
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M uham m ad, said to his companion AEū %aNr: Don’t grieve;  of course, Allāh is Zith us’� 7his 
Farries the PePory of a siJni¿Fant eYent of history durinJ the Prophet�3�’s relocation from 
M akkah to 0adƯnah Zhen he hide in a FaYe to frustrate the 0akkan’s searFh for his Fapture 
and assassination. Indeed, Allāh�(0� Zas Zith theP� Who Faused a spider to cover entrance of 
the cave with web, and two doves to lay eggs in a nest at the mouth of the cave. And when 
searchers reached the cave and taking these facts as an indication that no one had entered it 
for Tuite soPe tiPe� left – 5ā]Ư� QurtuEƯ and 7aEarƯ� 

The following are six principal messages, paraphrased: 

-  Sanctity of treaties, pacts and contracts must be observed unless there is a reason to 
douEt intentions of the other party� in ZhiFh Fase Ɩyāt ����� lay doZn a Elueprint 
leading to abrogation. 

-  F ighting in the Cause of Allāh is Pandatory� Ɩyāt ����� set out details of 
circumstances where arms should be taken up against those in combat threatening 
the )aith and the )aithful� Ɩyāt ������ hiJhliJht FateJories of those Zho Pay haYe 
a reason to be exempted. 

-  0usliP )aithful are addressed nine tiPes Yide Ɩyāt ��� ��� ��� ��� ��� ��� ��� ��� 
and 123 with the following injunctions: 

 Religion of ,slāP has priority oYer all human relationships. 
 Polytheists and non-M uslims should not enter al-0asMid al�+arāP in the &ity 

of 0akkah� henFeforth – A' ����

-  The rich and well-to-do M uslims should contribute towards promoting and 
safeguarding the Cause of Allāh�(0�. 

-  StriYe and ¿Jht for proPotinJ the &ause of Allāh�(0�, as and when necessary and 
called upon;  do not be guilty of disobedience. 

-  Be truly devout to Allāh�(0�  – 7hH 2QH aQG 2Qly *RG, obey His l ast Prophet 
M uhammad�3�, and, align with the truthful.

Ɩyah ��� reFords a triEute to 7he Prophet�3� in these Zords� µ7he 0essenJer « is trouEled 
by what you may suffer LQ WhH +HrHaIWHr LI yRX GR QRW aFFHSW hLV PHVVaJH, solicitous of you 
WhaW yRX VhRXlG HQWHr WhH P aradise, kind and merciful to the believers.’ Three of the adjectives 
used for him correspond to the three 'iYine AttriEutes �in AraEiF�� µA]Ư]� 5a’oǌf and 5ahƯP� 
which is an exceptional honor for The Prophet�3�.  Allāh �R�ANEar�

,f , Zere to Fherry piFk an Ɩyah froP this Sǌrah as a treasure containing Precious Divine 
7ruth� and for reÀeFtion� it Zould Ee Ɩyah ��� ZhiFh is paraphrased EeloZ�

The charitable donations - WhaW arH JLYHQ aQG VaQFWL¿HG WR WhH SHrYLFH RI Allāh� shall RQly 
go to the fol l owing eight  categories:  

-  the poor, 
- and the needy, 
- and those employed for that purpose to col l ect and distribute funds, 
- and attract the hearts of those who hav e been incl ined towards ,VlāP aQG�Rr WR 

the new conv erts, 
- and ransom captives, IrHHLQJ RI VlaYHV aQG�Rr WR Say IRr WhH IrHHGRP RI MaLlHG 

innocents and/ or pr isoners of war,
- those burdened with debts and sudden ex pe nses, 
- and promote the Cause of Allāh� 
- and the traveling alien in need of support. 

This is the duty to Allāh� L.H. LW LV PaQGaWRry WR GR VR�

7he Ɩyāt EeloZ Farry a fraJranFe of the SaFred Divine Attributes which are not usually 
enumerated in the conventional count of 99:  
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-  Allāh is Zorthier of EeinJ feared than others, if you are true aQG ¿rP believers. 
-  7hose Zho EelieYe and «� striYe in the &ause of Allāh Zith their resourFes and 

selves are higher in rank than those who do not in the Sight of Allāh� and it is they 
who shall be the triumphant. 

-  Allāh does not Juide a people Zho are alZayV wicked. 
-  Allāh stands Ey those Zho are reYerent� Zhile those Zho oppose shall dZell in 

+ell¿re� 

This Sǌrah� at�7aZEah� Zas reYealed in 0adƯnah� ,t FoPprises ��� Ɩyāt� of ZhiFh Ɩyāt ���
�� Fonstitute the later part of the 3art ��� and� Ɩyāt ������ Pake up early part of the 3art �� 
of The Qur’ān� ZhiFh in turn FoPprises ����� Ɩyāt of uneTual lenJth and �� 3arts of eTual 
length.
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<ǌnus

The Sǌrah takes its naPe froP Ɩyah �� Zhere the 3eople of 1ineYeh� after haYinJ at ¿rst 
rejected their 3rophet <ǌnus �-onah�� later responded to his Fall in unison� and Zere saYed 
from the Divine Punishment. Nineveh was an ancient city of Assyria on the eastern bank of 
the River Tigris in present-day Iraq.  All other people, communities and nations mentioned 
in The Qur’ān Zere punished for their disoEedienFe – Q����������� inFludinJ the 3eople of 
Noah�3� and M oses�3�� Ɩyāt ������� 7his is the ¿rst of the si[ ³Alif�/āP�5ā’´ Jroup of Sǌrahs� 
which speak of The %ook of WisdoP – 7LlNa ĀyāWXl .LWāELl +aNƯP ± The Qur’ān�

The intra-textual context of the experience of Prophet Jonah�3� and Prophet M uhammad�3� was 
to be the same. By extension, it implies that it is never too late for a people to accept the Truth, 
become entitled to Divine Blessings, as also avert Divine Punishment. 

The Arabs of 0akkah ¿erFely opposed ,slāP� fouJht aJainst it for tZenty years and eYentually 
ePEraFed it – in A' ��� Zhen M akkah reverted to ,slāP � and deYoted their souls� selYes and 
resources in its defense and advocacy. The Sǌrah shares Pany features Zith Sǌrahs �� and ��� 
and highlights the correlation between Eelief and Jood deeds – the one neFessitates the other� 

Ɩyāt ��� �� and �� Fapture the essenFe� 

‘ So that He may reward HTXLWaEly� with j ustice and fairness, 
those who believe in WhH 8QVharHG 8QLWy RI Allāh� and 
the Time of F inal Judgment, and do deeds of righteousness, 
their Rabb shall guide them through their faith;  
for those m en and ZRPHQ� yRXQJ aQG RlG� 
who persevere in doing good there is the ultimate good reward.’ 

7he deFlaration of truth is stronJ� transparent and JloEal� Fonsider paraphrasinJ of Ɩyāt ��� 
38, 39 and 81: 

This Qur’ān Fould not haYe Eeen FoPposed Ey anyone� j inn or hum an, other than Allāh 
Beyond any doubt, it is only from the 5aEE of the Worlds� 
Or do they alleJe� µ+e – M uham m ad - has forged it? ’ 
Challenge them: 
‘ Produce, then, even one Sǌrah RI aQ HTXal VSLrLWXal� lLQJXLVWLF aQG LQWHllHFWXal PHrLW,
and call upon for help on all you can in the world. 

       But no!  
       They disbelieve what they cannot grasp and  comprehend of The 4Xr’āQ. 
       Allāh does not support the aFtions of those m en and ZRPHQ� yRXQJ aQG RlG 
       who foment rel igious and intel l ectual  corruption. 

I / W e start by the Bl essed Name of Allāh� 
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In taking up the challenge, the satanic efforts have looked silly, absurd and self-defeating.

The Sǌrah treats the M uslims as any other religious community by being told that, when it 
comes to the F inal Judgment, they shall not be afforded any special concessions. F or them, as 
for all human beings, reward shall be commensurate with motives, deeds and actions.

Ɩyāt ����� and ��� enFouraJe the EelieYers to Ee patient Zith the hardships throuJh ZhiFh 
the disEelieYers put theP� Ɩyah ���� as Zas then and is noZ� and they shall Ee reZarded in 
the +ereafter – Ɩyāt ��� ��� Ɩyah ��� also ePphasi]es� µAnd folloZ that ZhiFh has Eeen 
reYealed onto you’ – LPSlyLQJ LW WR EH HLWhHr 7hH 4Xr’āQ Rr WhH LQMXQFWLRQV FRQWaLQHG LQ WhLV 
Sūrah.

7he iPperatiYe of AraEiF µQul’ –� reÀeFtinJ the PeaninJ of say� tell� proFlaiP� and�or deFlare� 
has been repeated twenty four times in the Sǌrah siJnifyinJ an ePphases on Patters of faith� 

,f , Zere to Fherry piFk an Ɩyah froP this Sǌrah as a treasure containing Precious Divine 
7ruth� and for reÀeFtion� it Zould Ee Ɩyah ��� ZhiFh is paraphrased EeloZ�

And had your 5aEE Willed � GHQyLQJ WhHP IrHH ZLll - all who are on earth would have 
surely believed, all of them HQWLrHly LQ Allāh’V 8QVharHG 8QLWy� aQG WhH +HrHaIWHr� Will 
you, then, Wry WR thrust upon the people to bel iev e until they become believers?  

Ɩyāt ������ ��� ��� ������ ������ ��� ������ ������ etF� Farry a fraJranFe of the SaFred Divine 
AttriEutes�  Ɩyah �� is presented as an illustration� 

- Truly your Rabb is Allāh� Who Freated the cosmos, the cel estial  spac e and the earth 
in seven-day span of  tim e, 

- then He established Himself on The Throne of A l m ightiness, wherefrom He directs 
the affairs aV ZHll aV +LV 'HFrHH;  

- there shall be no intercessor without His Permission. 
- That is Allāh� your 5aEE� so you shall Zorship +iP alRQH.

This Sǌrah� <ǌnus� Zas reYealed in 0akkah� ,t FoPprises ��� Ɩyāt and Fonstitutes Fore of 
the Part 11 of The Qur’ān� ZhiFh in turn FoPprises ����� Ɩyāt of uneTual lenJth and �� 3arts 
of equal length.

Introducing �e Qur’ān by Badr Hashemi 26



+ǌd

The Sǌrah takes its naPe froP Ɩyah ��� 7his is seFond of the si[ ³Alif�/āP�5ā’´ Jroup of 
Sǌrahs ������ and 7he Book, .LWāEXQ 8hNLPaW ĀyāWXhX SXPPa )XVVLlaW «.� 7hH 4Xr’āQ� 
Zith its Fontents and PessaJes Flearly FoPposed and e[plained� +ǌd�3� was an Arabian 
Prophet and is said to have been a descendent of Noah�3�. He was assigned to the territory 
lyinJ EetZeen present�day OPān and +adraPaZt� southern part of the AraEian 3eninsula�

The Sǌrah JiYes e[tensiYe FoYeraJe to episodes froP the history of earlier nations µƖd� 
7haPǌd and 0adyan� and e[perienFes of 3rophets 1oah �Ɩyāt ������� AErahaP �Ɩyāt ���
���� /ot �Ɩyāt ������� +ǌd �Ɩyāt ������� Sālih �Ɩyāt  ������ and Sho’aiE �Ɩyāt ������� 
Allāh�(0� bless them all, in order to reinforce courage and fortify Prophet M uhammad�3�’s 
heart� and as a lesson for the EelieYers � Ɩyah ��� – pointinJ to one of the Pain effeFts of the 
Sacred History recounted in The Qur’ān�  

The Sǌrah has one outstandinJ feature ZhiFh distinJuishes it froP the rest� it is full of 
intensely personal and direct instructions to The Prophet�3� usinJ the ¿rst personal pronoun on 
no less than �� oFFasions� ePphasi]inJ the ZeiJht and the siJni¿FanFe of his Divine M ission. 
This may explain the enormity of the impact the Sǌrah Pay haYe had on the person of 7he 
Prophet�3� when he remarked that it had made him look old. 

Ɩyah �� ErinJs out an iPportant point that Abraham�3�, the Arch-Prophet, was not aware 
of the nature of his visitors that they were angels until they disclosed their identity. Angels 
do appear in human form but do not consume physical nourishment. And so was Prophet 
M uhammad�3� not aware of the presence of a group of jinn until the Divine Revelation 
inforPed hiP – Q�������

Ɩyah ��� sets out a prinFiple that Allāh�(0� would never punish or destroy any community or 
a town, while its people are reforming their attitude and conduct in resonance with articles 
of a true faith. 

7he folloZinJ thePatiF PessaJes are stronJ in respeFt of )aith and ¿JhtinJ eFonoPiF 
corruption: 

- Challenge them: If you really think that M uhammad has fabricated the Qur’ān� all 
Ey hiPself� then� you too� should produFe at least ten Sǌrahs like it� faEriFated� 

- But as they fail to take up the challenge, aV WhHy haYH VR Iar, then be assured that the 
Qur’ān has Eeen reYealed Zith Allāh’s aEsolute knoZledJe� 

- Allāh’s reYelations haYe alZays JiYen preFedenFe to ties of F aith and religion 
over those of blood and ancestry -  1Rah’V VRQ� AErahaP’V IaWhHr� /RW’V ZLIH Rr 
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0XhaPPaG’V XQFlH A Eū /ahaE arH VRPH H[aPSlHV. To l ov e or to hate, for sake of 
Allāh� haV alZayV EHHQ aQG rHPaLQV WhH EaVLV RI aJrHHPHQW Rr GLVharPRQy aPRQJ 
LQGLYLGXalV� IaPLlLHV aQG QaWLRQV. 

- Be fair and always give full measure and weight, do not cheat people of what is 
rightfully theirs, and do not spread economic corruption in the land by wicked 
actions. 

- Good deeds alZayV wash away bad deeds. 
- The Qur’ān ErinJs the attitudes and reaFtions of the forPer Jenerations into 

question, wondering why none of their people had been honest and brave enough 
to stand up, and defend the truth, and warn their own people.

- Allāh Zould haYe neYer destroyed those Fities unMustly� had their inhaEitants Eeen 
virtuous and behaved righteously towards one another. 

M orality, decency and righteousness are frowned upon and branded eccentric and reactionary. 
The opposition is then seen as odd and unconventional. The battle between right and wrong, 
truth and falsehood� Zould neYer Fease� Eut the ¿nal triuPph shall alZays Ee to the EelieYers 
in Allāh’V 8QVharHG 8QLWy aQG 'LYLQLWy� aQG WhH 7LPH RI )LQal J udgm ent. 

,f , Zere to Fherry piFk a set of Ɩyāt froP this Sǌrah as a treasure containing Precious Divine 
7ruth� and for reÀeFtion� it Zould Ee Ɩyah �� and ��� ZhiFh are paraphrased EeloZ�

- Noting the anxiety of L ot, the angel envoys disclosed: 
 µO /ot� ,n faFt Ze are the angel - envoys from your Rabb. 
 'R QRW ZRrry. :H arH yRXr JrRXS� aQG ZH arH VWrRQJ aQG SRZHrIXl. 
 They will not be able to reach you, aQG FaXVH yRX Rr XV aQy harP. 
 (P eopl e of L ot were fornicating with PHQ.)
 So move out with your family, in the course of the night, and let not anyone of you 

stay behind, except for your wife, ZhR Vhall rHPaLQ EHhLQG. 
 She shall de¿nitely Ee afÀiFted Zith Zhat is to afÀiFt theP� 
 Their appointed time is the morning. 
 /RW VaLG WhaW hH ZLVhHG WhH SXQLVhPHQW VhRXlG FRPH VRRQHr. 
 7hH aQJHl�HQYRyV FRPIRrWHG hLP aQG VaLG� ‘ Is not the morning near? ’  

� So Zhen Our &oPPand FaPe� We turned the sinful Fity upside doZn� Pade its 
hiJhest part into the loZest – 9alH RI SLGGLP� LQFlXGLQJ SRGRP aQG *RPRrrah� WhH 
SrHVHQW�Gay VLWH RI WhH 'HaG SHa VLWXaWHG alRQJ -RrGaQ aQG 3alHVWLQH. 

 And We rained doZn on it a torrent of stones of Eaked Flay� Fontinuously� ranJed 
one after another: their destruction cam e about through a great HarWhTXaNH ZhLFh 
ZaV aFFRPSaQLHG Ey H[SlRVLRQV� lLJhWQLQJ� LVVXH RI QaWXral JaV aQG JHQHral 
FRQÀaJraWLRQ.

7irPidhƯ reFords that AEǌ ,shāT reported froP C,kriPah froP Syed ,En CAEEās�5A� that Syed 
AEǌ %akr�5A� oEserYed� µO Allāh’s 0essenJer�3� !  Y ou are becoming gray? ’ The M essenger�3� 
replied� µ+ǌd� Al�WāTiCah� Al�0ursalāt� CAPPa <atasā’alǌn and ,dhā Ash�ShaPsu 
.ǌZZirat� L.H. SūrahV ��� ��� ��� �� aQG ��� haYe Pade Pe look Jray’� Or as 7he Prophet�3� 
may have said.

/ater he speFi¿ed one Ɩyah ��� of Sǌrah +ǌd that reads� µStand ¿rP on the riJht as you 
have been commanded, together with those who have repented and turned from disbelief 
to belief in Allāh� and� do not oYer�step the liPits set Ey Allāh in Patters of belief, acts of 
worship, transactions, morals and human relationships, etc., for it is the cause of all disorder 
and corruption in material and religious life. Surely, He is watchful of ZhateYer you do�’ Or 
as The Prophet�3� may have said.
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Ɩyāt ��� ��� �� and �� JiYe a PessaJe Zith FoPPon thePe reÀeFtinJ a fraJranFe of the 
Sacred Divine Attributes: 

- Seek forgiveness from your Rabb ( EHFaXVH +H LV WhH )RrJLYLQJ�� 
- and then turn to Him in repentance ( EHFaXVH +H LV WhH AFFHSWRr RI rHSHQWaQFH�� 
- He will send down blessed rain from the sky ( EHFaXVH +H LV WhH /RrG RI ,Q¿QLWH 

0HrFy�� 
- and add strength to your strength ( EHFaXVH +H LV WhH AlPLJhWy�� 

This Sǌrah� +ǌd� Zas reYealed in 0akkah� ,t FoPprises ��� Ɩyāt� Ɩyāt ����� Pake a part 
of FlosinJ the 3art ��� Zhile� Ɩyāt ������ Fonstitute Fore of the 3art �� of 7he Qur’ān 
FoPprisinJ ����� Ɩyāt of uneTual lenJth and �� 3arts of eTual lenJth�
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<ǌsuf 

The Sǌrah takes its title from the events of the life of 3rophet <ǌsuf�3� ( -oseph�� the naPe 
¿rst appearinJ in Ɩyah ��� Zho is also referred to in Q������ and Q������� 7his is third of 
the si[ ³Alif�/āP�5ā’´ Jroup of Sǌrahs� and speak of 7he &lear Book, 7LlNa ĀyāWXl .LWāELl 
0XEƯQ � The Qur’ān�

Joseph�3� carried the prophet-hood for four generations from his father Jacob�3�, grandfather 
Isaac�3� and great grandfather Abraham�3�, who was also the great grandfather of M uhammad�3�. 
He is portrayed as an ever-living model of diligence and devotion in the Service of Allāh� 
and the one Zho stands ¿rP� stronJ and un�suFFuPEed to the Zorldly tePptations Zhere he 
preferred tePporal hardship to indulJinJ in sin – Ɩyāt ������ ���

The general outline and times of Joseph�3� accounted in this Sǌrah Forrespond to the %iEliFal 
account in Genesis 37-50 notwithstanding some striking differences as well. He is stated to 
have lived for 110 years sometimes during BC 1780-1570.

The Sǌrah dePonstrates that reJardless of Zhat Joseph’s half-brothers ( from their mother 
=ilpah� did to suppress the truth� Ɩyāt ������ the truth ultiPately triuPphed and preYailed 
– Ɩyah ��� huPiliation� aEuse and ruthless persecution stood defeated by forgiveness and 
PerFiful dealinJs � Ɩyah ��� µ7here is no reproaFh aJainst you this day’ – and that is e[aFtly 
what The Prophet�3� did to his adversaries at the time when M akkah reverted to ,slāP in A' 
���� We� the folloZers of 7he Prophet�3�, are enjoined to follow his example of forgiveness 
and mercy to whoever may cause injury or harm to us. 

Paraphrasing of the highlights include: 

- Allāh�(0� ‘ s chosen men for the Divine M ission are normal human beings;  they too 
are Eurdened Zith anJuish� sorroZ and Jrief – the case of -RVHSh’V father P rophe t 
J acob. 

- The mysteries of premonition and world of the unseen remain unexplained: Jacob�3� 
could detect the scent of the shirt of his son Joseph�3� from E gypt to Canaan/
3alestine� then a distanFe of soPe ��� Piles � Ɩyah ��� 

- Discord and rift is always Satan-inspired and it can only be thwarted or contained 
by seeking Allāh�(0� ‘ s M ercy and *uidanFe – Ɩyah ���� 

- Joseph�3�’s prayers reÀeFt his inner and outer FharaFter� µ/et Pe die as a 
M uslim, and make me join the company of the righteous and virtuous in the 
Hereafter/ 5esurreFtion’ – Ɩyah ���� 

I / W e start by the Bl essed Name of Allāh� 
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The Sǌrah asserts that Qur’ān is� 
� a Fon¿rPation of the truth froP forPer Divine Revelations, 
- a clear exposition of all that relates to human life: faith and religion, morals and 

ethics, social life and mutual dealings, governance and injunctions about individual 
and collective concerns, and 

- a guidance and mercy for a people who believe and follow the guidance. 

The Sǌrah Floses Zith a PessaJe statinJ� µ&ertainly� in their aFFount is a lesson for those Zith 
intellect and understanding’� /esson is siPple� %e like <ǌsuf� ,n youth� do not suFFuPE to 
temptations of women and wealth. In maturity, forgive adversaries no matter what they may 
have done to you.

,f , Zere to Fherry piFk a set of Ɩyāt froP this Sǌrah as a treasure containing Precious Divine 
7ruth� and for reÀeFtion� it Zould Ee Ɩyat �� and ��� are paraphrased EeloZ�

- Joseph made an earnest plea: 
 ‘ O  M y Rabb!  
 Prison is dearer to me than comply with what these ZoPen inYite Pe to do – thus 

SrHIHrrLQJ WHPSRral harGVhLS WR LQGXlJHQFH LQ VLQ. 
 And unless Y ou turn away their guile aQG WrHaFhHry from me, I may succumb and 

yearn towards them, and thus become one of the ignorant’, who cannot deciphe r 
between right and wrong. 

� «« surely the soul is an instiJator of evil, except as my Rabb may show mercy 
aQG WhXV WhH VRXl GRHV QRW EHFRPH JXLlWy RI LQVWLJaWLRQ«��

Q .23:98 and 114:04 echo similar theme:

‘ O  M y Rabb!   I seek refuge with Y ou from the evil incitements of the satans, and, I also 
seek refuge with Y ou, O  my Rabb!  lest they should ev en be present with me’ with ev il  
PRWLYHV. 

‘ I seek protection with Allāh from the evil and v iciousness of Sat an and satan- l ike 
pe opl e, the inciter and enticer of temptations, pr om pt ing and fal sehood in heart as he 
did to A dam  and (YH �4.20��20).

The Prophet M uhammad�3� said� as reported Ey %ukhāri and 0usliP� that aPonJ the seYen 
people Allāh�(0�  would confer special favor during the Time of F inal Judgment is ‘ a man 
seduced by a woman of beauty and power but refuses her advances, saying: ‘ I fear Allāh«’� 
-oseph� Pore than anyone else� Zould Ee e[peFted to outshine all and sundry�’ Or as 7he 
Prophet�3� may have said.

7he folloZinJ Ɩyāt Farry a fraJranFe of the SaFred Divine Attributes that are not enumerated 
in traditional count of 99: 

- Allāh preYails oYer +is Affairs� 
- Indeed, hum an soul is an instigator of evil, except whom my Rabb may show 

mercy, L.H. LW LV Allāh� :hR SrRWHFWV RQH IrRP IallLQJ LQWR VLQ ( because Allāh LV WhH 
P rotector against HYLl aQG ZRrlGly WHPSWaWLRQV�. 

- I cannot avail you against Allāh� Judgment belongs to Allāh alone� 
- I trust in Him, and let those who trust, trust in Him. 

This Sǌrah� <ǌsuf� Zas reYealed in M akkah after Sǌrah ��� ,t FoPprises ��� Ɩyāt Zhere Ɩyāt 
����� forP a part of the 3art �� and Ɩyāt ������ Fonstitute early part of the 3art �� of 7he 
Qur’ān� ZhiFh in turn Fonsists of ����� Ɩyāt of uneTual lenJth and �� 3arts of eTual lenJth�
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Al-Ra’d

The Sǌrah takes its naPe� Al�5a’d� pronounFed as Ar�5a’d� froP Ɩyah �� Zhere the AraEiF 
expression refers to the sound of the clouds generated by their collision, and are said that ‘ The 
Thunder’ glorifying and praising Allāh� ,t is fourth of the si[ µAlif�/āP�5ā’ Jroup of Sǌrahs� 
and which speaks of The Signs of The %ook – 7LlNa ĀyāWXl .LWāE� ,t af¿rPs the Divine Source 
of The Qur’ān that had Eeen reYealed on to 7he Prophet M uhammad�3�.

The main theme is the faith and the main issues which surround it: Allāh�(0�’s Unshared 
Oneness and SuprePaFy� submission to Him, His Revelations, the Resurrection and its 
correlatives. The Sǌrah portrays Allāh�(0� µs 8niYerse in a Yariety of speFtaFular iPaJes – 
Ɩyāt ������ etF� 

- the cosmos and the cel estial  spac e raised without support;  
- the sun and the Poon pursuinJ their Fourses for a de¿nite period� 
- the night covered by the day;  
- the spread of the earth Zith its ¿rP mountains and running rivers;  
- gardens, plants and date palm trees with different shapes, tastes and colours yet 

growing in adjacent land irrigated with the same water;  
- the lightning generating fear and hope;  
- the thunder glorifying and praising Allāh� 
- the angels standing in awe of Him;  
- the thunderbolt Allāh hurls aJainst ZhoeYer +e Wishes� 
- the clouds heavy with vapours that pour rain over riverbeds;  and 
- the foam of sea Zater that disappears into nothinJ to alloZ Zhat is of Eene¿t to stay� 

The real miracles are those which work within a human soul - the transformation which it 
was to bring about in the world, the moving away of the great mountains of falsehood and 
myth which were obstacles to the spread of truth, and the awakening of those who were dead 
in spirit - this is what the Qur’ān Zas destined to do� and Zhat it had already effeFted to a 
remarkable extent, and it continues to be the sole beacon of enlightenment and guidance. 
Despite this, the M uslim Ummah appears to be experiencing spiritual degeneration, moral 
degradation and political isolation since mid-20th Century AD. M ay be it is due to the absence 
of the spirit of the Qur’ān froP their life and liYinJ� attitude and FonduFt� and at tiPes 
unFonsFious reMeFtion of the Word of Allāh�(0�. 

F ollowing are some of the highlights, paraphrased: 

- Allāh�(0� does not FhanJe a people’s Fonditions unless they ¿rst FhanJe Zhat is in 
themselves – Ɩyah ��� thinkinJ� attitude and EehaYiour – a Pindset reÀeFted in a 
responsible social behaviour and public dealings. 

I / W e start by the Bl essed Name of Allāh� 
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- He is the One� Who displays Eefore you the liJhtninJ� JiYinJ rise to Eoth fear and 
hope - fear IRr LW Pay GHVWrRy ZhHQ LW VWrLNHV; and hope for bl essed rains to suppor t 
hum an and al l  l iv ing beings al ike – Ɩyah ��� 

� )ul¿l the &oYenant of Allāh and do not Ereak the paFt – Ɩyah ��� 
- maintain the relationships that Allāh�(0�  has commanded to be maintained, L.H. WLHV 

of kinship, etc, fear their Rabb, and dread the terrors of evil reckoning at the Time 
of F inal -udJPent � Ɩyah ��� 

- remain patient in adversity and do not become upset under the stress of what is 
temperamentally unpalatable only to seek the F ace/ P l easure of their 5aEE – Ɩyah 
22;  

- The righteous m en and ZRPHQ� yRXQJ aQG RlG will settle down permanently in 
Gardens of perpetual bliss, and they will enter Gardens together with the righteous 
from among their parents, spouses and descendants, shall be those who are true to 
their bond with Allāh�(0�, L.H. REHGLHQFH WR all D iv ine I nj unctions detail ed in the 
4Xr’ān –  Ɩyah ��� 

- It is in the Remembrance of Allāh�(0�  that people’s hearts ¿nd their peaFe and 
solaFe – Ɩyah ��� 

- those who believe in the Unshared Unity and Uniqueness of Allāh� and perforP 
deeds of riJhteousness shall Ee Elessed – Ɩyah ��� 

� 7he ¿nal Yersion of Allāh’s 0essaJe to huPanity appearinJ in the A rabic Qur’ān is 
preserYed to in¿nity in the 0other %ook or the 3reserYed 7aElet – Ɩyah ��� 

,f , Zere to Fherry piFk an Ɩyah froP this Sǌrah as a treasure containing Precious Divine 
7ruth� and for reÀeFtion� it Zould Ee Ɩyah ��� ZhiFh is paraphrased EeloZ�

- And even if there should be a Recital - The 4Xr’āQ - that would set the mountains 
in motion, or the earth would be shattered, or the dead would be made to speak with 
it, µWhHy ZRXlG VWLll QRW EHlLHYH XQlHVV Allāh haG HQIRrFHG +LV :Lll’ ± 4.�0���. 

- F or certain, the P ower and Command is altogether with Allāh� L.H. all SRZHr                                           
and choice to show a miracle belongs to Him, and that He alone knows the 
expediencies which go into the working of miracles. 

- Do the believers not realiz e that, had Allāh enforFed +is Will� +e Zould haYe 
indeed guided all huPan EeinJs to the 5iJht Way" � the bel iev ers, then, shoul d 
l eav e the disbel iev ers to Allāh. 

- And the disbelievers, EHFaXVH RI WhHLr ÀaZHG )aLWh aQG aVVRFLaWHG GHHGV IXll RI VLQ, 
shall not Fease to Ee afÀiFted Ey a FalaPity� disaster or hardship� or see it fall at their 
very doorstep until Allāh’s 3roPise is ful¿lled� 

%okhārƯ Tuotes 7he Prophet�3� to have said that Allāh�(0� has one hundred minus one Bl essed 
Names/ M aj estic Attributes, i.e. 99. This Sǌrah inFludes soPe of theP� 

- He is Allāh� 5aEE � 7hH /RrG &rHaWRr - of the cosmos, the cel estial  spac e and the 
earth. 

- Creator of everything, all WhLQJV.
� 7he One Who is 7he OYerZhelPinJ� 
- Allāh outspreads liYelihood to ZhoeYer +e Wills and FonstriFts WR ZhRHYHr +H 

:LllV. 
- There is no entity worthy of worship can nev er be except Him. 

This Sǌrah Zas reYealed in 0adƯnah� ,t FoPprises �� Ɩyāt� Ɩyah �� entails prostration.  The 
Sǌrah is a part of the 3art �� of 7he Q ur’ān FoPprisinJ ����� Ɩyāt of uneTual lenJth and �� 
Parts of equal length.

Introducing �e Qur’ān by Badr Hashemi33



,ErāhƯP

The title is based on Arch-Prophet AErahaP’s prayer Fontained in Ɩyāt ������ Abraham was 
the epitoPe of riJhteousness and piety Zho fouJht paJanisP and idol Zorship� 7his is ¿fth 
of the si[ µAlif�/āP�5ā’ Jroup of Sǌrahs� and ZhiFh speak of 7he Book, .LWāEXQ AQ]alQāhX 
A l iaka -  The Qur’ān.  

The Sǌrah� like the preYious one� is an assePElaJe of short passaJes touFhinJ on a Yariety 
of topics, including a brief recounting of experiences of M oses�3�� Ɩyāt ������ and other 
M essengers�3�� Ɩyāt ������ Ɩyāt ��� ��� ��� ��� ����� and �� JiYe a stark differenFe EetZeen 
human’s gratitude and ingratitude for Allāh�(0�’s Blessings. 

&onsider Ɩyah ��� paraphrased� 

‘ He grants you something of all you ask of Him. And should you ever try to count or list 
His favors and blessings, you shall never be able to enumerate them by evaluating them. 
Surely, human being is unfair and very ungrateful’.

,t opens Zith an Ɩyah that Allāh�(0� has revealed the Qur’ān onto Prophet M uhammad�3� in 
order to lead people out of depth of darkness of ignorance, conceit, corruption, tyranny and 
dogma to the light of Truth of ,slāP� Whereas forPer Divine M essages were community-
speFi¿F and tiPe�speFi¿F� the Qur’ān is a 0essaJe for all people and for all tiPes � an eYer�
living message for the guidance and salvation of entire humanity. 

,t Floses Zith an eTually forFeful and de¿nite Ɩyah ��� 

‘ This is a proclamation to all human beings: m en and ZRPHQ� yRXQJ aQG RlG� let them be 
Zarned Ey it and knoZ that +e is the One and Only God - Allāh�(0�. 
L et those who are endowed with insight and understanding take this to heart.’ 

Abraham�3�’s suppliFation in Ɩyāt ����� portrays and suPs up the )aith� reFoJnition of 
Allāh�(0�’s existence, His Unshared Unity and Uniqueness, and hence a rejection of all belief 
in ‘ other entities or powers’ supposedly co-existent with Him. 

7Zo analoJies are far Pore FoPprehensiYe� real and effeFtiYe – their essenFe is paraphrased 
below. 

� Ɩyāt ������ 7he Jood Zord of truth �Shahādah�Eelief� is indeed like a Jreat ¿rP 
tree, yielding its fruits, solid, unaffected by wind and undisturbed by the storm of 
eYil – said to be l ike a date pal m  tree. It cannot be uprooted by evil tyranny, even 
though there may be times when it seems to be exposed to grave danger. As it stands 
high, it looks on evil, injustice and tyranny from above, even though it sometimes 
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seems to the short-sighted that evil squeez es it into a narrow corner. Its fruits are 
yielded time after time, because its seeds grow within good souls, generation after 
generation. 

� Ɩyah �� � 7he saPe analoJy applies in reYerse TXRWLQJ a WrHH haQ]alah ZLWh VhallRZ 
roots. An eYil Zord of falsehood �opposite of Shahādah�opposite of Eelief� is like 
a foul tree which may spread its branches high and wide, and which may seem to 
some people to be greater and stronger than the good tree of truth. Nevertheless, 
it is weak and hollow. Its roots are easily pulled out, as though they stretch on the 
surface of the earth� One day� it Zill de¿nitely Ee uprooted� and then it Zill haYe no 
sustainable means of existence. 

,f , Zere to Fherry piFk a set of Ɩyāt froP this Sǌrah as a treasure containing Precious Divine 
7ruth� and for reÀeFtion� it Zould Ee Ɩyāt ����� EeloZ�

A good word is as a good tree.
,ts roots are ¿rP in the ground and its branches reach out to the sky, giving its fruit every 
season, tim e after tim e, Ey the Will of its 5aEE�
Allāh draZs parables for the people so that they may rHÀHFW aQG take heed.
But the parable of a bad word is as a bad tree, its roots are shal l ow so it l ooks uprooted 
froP the Jround top soil� haYinJ no staEle Eed and ¿rP root�
aQG� IrXLWV RI WhHLr WrHH� L.H. WhHLr GHHGV aQG aFWLRQV arH ZRrWhlHVV LQ WhH SLJhW RI Allāh.
Allāh Pakes ¿rP those Zho EelieYe Ey the ¿rP speeFh in the present life and in the 
Hereafter.
But Allāh Fauses to Jo astray the ones Zho are ZiFked and unMust�
Allāh does ZhateYer +e Wills� 

This Sǌrah� ,ErāhƯP� Zas reYealed in 0akkah� ,t FoPprises �� Ɩyāt and Fonstitutes a part 
of the Part 13 of The Qur’ān� ZhiFh in turn FoPprises ����� Ɩyāt of uneTual lenJth and �� 
Parts of equal length.

Introducing �e Qur’ān by Badr Hashemi35



Al-Hijr

The Sǌrah takes its title froP Ɩyah �� � anFient capital of 7haPǌd situated on the Foast of the 
Red Sea in the AraEian 3eninsula� ,t is the si[th of the si[ ³Alif�/āP�5ā’´ Jroup of Sǌrahs� 
and which speak of The Book, 7LlNa ĀyāWXl .LWāE Za 4Xr’āQLP 0XEƯQ. It was revealed at a 
critical juncture falling between the ‘ period of sorrow and grief’ when, amongst other events, 
the Prophet�3�� lost his loYinJ Zife .hadƯMah�5A�� his ¿rst Eorn son and patroni]inJ unFle� and 
The Prophet�3�’s relocation from M akkah to 0adƯnah� 7he Sǌrah thus reÀeFts the FhallenJes 
of a dif¿Fult period� 

It seeks to console The Prophet�3� in light of the insults and mockery reminding him that this 
Zas a FoPPon phenoPenon aPonJ 3rophets � Ɩyāt  ��� ��� then it Fontains aFFounts of the 
reEellion of ,ElƯs�Satan – Ɩyāt ������ and anJels’ Yisit to Abraham�3� – Ɩyāt ������ and /ot�3� 
� Ɩyāt ������ and a Pention of Sho’aiE�3� � Ɩyāt ������ 

Two short narratives of punishment follow: the People of Grove and the Inhabitants of al-Hijr 
– Ɩyāt ������ and FonFludes Ey enFouraJinJ 7he Prophet�3� to have forbearance, to worship, 
to Ee resolute in spreadinJ 7he 0essaJe� and not to JrieYe oYer his peoples’ reMeFtion – Ɩyāt 
88-99.

The Sǌrah handles seYeral sundry thePes� 

- The Qur’ān is Peant for the Zelfare of huPanity� 7hus� it shall foreYer Ee Juarded 
against all corruption and all attempts to annihilate it. 

� While the eYentful narratiYe of Adam and Satan is recounted in the Qur’ān on 
several occasions, the Sǌrah illustrates the Yery nature of the suEstanFe froP ZhiFh 
both were created: the former out of sounding mud/ clay;  the later out of the ¿re of 
scorching winds. 

- Satan, the evil, has no real power over human beings. All it can do is to tempt and 
mislead those who allow themselves to be misled by him. Thus, they will have only 
to blame themselves for their choice of falling into error. 

- People need to be vigilant against all satanic temptations, realiz ing that as long 
as Allāh�(0� ‘ s L aws are not violated and/ or abandoned, He will be F orgiving and 
*enerous� otherZise +is Wrath Fan Ee oYerZhelPinJ� 

- Sodomy and fornicating with men are a perversion and an abnormality. L ot’s people 
were destroyed and made an example because they suffered from this curse. 

- Jews and Christians treat the Qur’ān in a Panner siPilar to the Zay they had treated 
the Torah and the ,nMƯl�Bibl e. They accepted what suited them and refused the rest. 
While proPisinJ a FoPplete proteFtion for the 0essaJe of the Qur’ān aJainst 
all eYil desiJns� it intensi¿es the ZarninJ to those Zho Zere and are bent on its 
destruction - a phenomenon that continues to date. 
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� 0oFkery and opposition to the Word of Allāh�(0�, L.H. WhH 4Xr’āQ, would never go 
unpunished, regardless of time and space. The communities to whom 1oah� +ǌd� 
Sālih� L ot, Sho’aib and M oses were assigned, they mocked the Divine M essage, 
and consequently were punished most severely and turned into ruins.

- This life is transient to another permanent life after the Resurrection where everyone 
will be rewarded in accordance with one’s performance in this life. The losers will 
be those men and women, young and old who deny Allāh’s SoYereiJnty and neJleFt 
His Guidance. 

,f , Zere to Fherry piFk a set of Ɩyāt froP this Sǌrah as a treasure containing Precious Divine 
7ruth� and for reÀeFtion� it Zould Ee Ɩyāt ������ ZhiFh are paraphrased EeloZ�

- And declare O  M uham m ad: 
 I am the one who gives clear warnings RI WhH FRQVHTXHQFHV RI GLVREHyLQJ D iv ine 

R ev el ations,
� Must as We had sent 5eYelations for those Zho split thePselYes into faFtions – the 

-HZV aQG WhH &hrLVWLaQV � ZhR laWHr ErRNH WhH 5HYHlaWLRQV LQWR SarWV Ey WaPSHrLQJ 
with their D iv ine Tex ts, and/ or ignoring and v iol ating what was there to suit their 
LQWHrHVWV. 

- They wish to treat the Qur’ān in the sam e m anner and break it into fragments – 
believing in some that suits them, and denying others. 

- So, by your Rabb, We shall Fertainly Tuestion theP for Zhatev er they al l ege against 
the Truth, and do WR SrRPRWH WhH allHJaWLRQV.

%okhārƯ Tuotes 7he Prophet�3� to have said that Allāh�(0� has one hundred minus one Bl essed 
Names/ M aj estic Attributes, i.e. 99. This Sǌrah lists ¿Ye 0aMestiF AttriEutes appearinJ in 
pairs: 

� 7he Wise and The All-K nowing;  
- The F orgiving and The Compassionate;  
- The Creator and The All-K nowing.  

This Sǌrah� al�+iMr� Zas reYealed in 0akkah� ,t FoPprises �� Ɩyāt� of ZhiFh Ɩyah �� forPs 
the tail�end of the 3art ��� Ɩyāt �� to �� Fonstitute a part of the 3art �� of 7he Qur’ān� ZhiFh 
in turn FoPprises ����� Ɩyāt of uneTual lenJth and �� 3arts of eTual lenJth�
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Al-Nahl

The title of the Sǌrah� pronounFed as µAn�1ahl’� FoPes froP Ɩyāt ������ a ParYel of 
Allāh�(0�’s creative power embedded in the instincts of al-nahl: ‘ The Honey Bee’, which are 
divinely ‘ inspired’ and only one of many signs of His Providence. The Sǌrah is also knoZn 
as Al-Ni’am or Al- Ni’mah, meaning blessings, bounties or favors, as it calls on people to 
consider and value an impressive host of gifts and blessings that Allāh has proYided for theP� 
Ɩyāt ��� ��� ��� ��� ��� ��� etF� Ɩyāt ������ shed iPportant light on the revelation and 
recitation of The Qur’ān�

A substantial part of the Sǌrah is deYoted to the Zonders of the natural Zorld and to rehearsinJ 
the speFi¿F ElessinJs that Allāh has EestoZed on human beings through natural phenomena, 
including various kinds of liYestoFk and their Eene¿ts and uses� Frops and YeJetation� the 
celestial bodies, the sea and its bounties, and the mountains, streams, and other natural 
landParks – Ɩyāt ������ ElessinJs of spouses and Fhildren and fam il ies – Ɩyah ��� etF� 

The Sǌrah also Fontains repeated ZarninJs aEout the iPpendinJ punishPent to FoPe in this 
Zorld and the +ereafter for those Zho disEelieYe – Ɩyāt ������ ����� and ������ Ɩyah ��� 
presents a parable about the punishment of a town that was ungrateful for its blessings. It 
closes by instructing the Prophet�3� and his followers to deal with their religious opponents 
in a Yirtuous Panner and Ey respondinJ Zith restraint – Ɩyāt �������� this Zas in response 
to the killing and mutilation of his paternal uncle Syed-ash-Shuhada’ Hamz ah�5A� Ein AEǌ 
M uttalib, in the Battle of Uhud, AD 625.

The thematic issues of the Sǌrah are a Fontinuation of the preFedinJ si[ Sǌrahs of the Alif�
/āP�5ā’ Jroup� 7he folloZinJ are prinFipal hiJhliJhts� 

- Those who relocated from M akkah to 0adƯnah for the sake of Allāh� after haYinJ 
Eeen oppressed for sake of their )aith� We shall proYide theP Zith EeneYolenFe in 
this life;  yet better is their reward in the Hereafter.

- Allāh orders kindness to all� and Jenerosity to the relatiYes� and forEids oEsFenity� 
� 'o not Ereak your oath�s� after you haYe sZorn it � for Ey swearing in Allāh�(0�’s 

M ajestic Name you have made Allāh your surety� 
- Do not take your oaths with the intention of deceiving the other party. 
� WheneYer you read�reFite the Qur’ān� seek proteFtion Zith Allāh�(0� against Satan, 

the aFFursed� While Satan has no power over those who believe, he prevails only 
over those who are willing to follow him. 

- He has forbidden you to consume: the meat of dead cattle, the Elood� the Àesh of 
swine, and anything over which any name other than the Blessed Name of Allāh�(0� 

I / W e start by the Bl essed Name of Allāh� 
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has been invoked. However, if anyone is compelled to do so by sheer necessity, 
neither intending to disobey the Command nor exceeding one’s immediate need, 
then truly Allāh�(0�  is F orgiving and M erciful. 

- Do not say at your own discretion that this is lawful and this is unlawful - arbitrarily 
determining so as to attribute your falsehood to Allāh�(0�. 

- Call people to the Path of your Rabb with use of reason, wisdom and argue in a 
friendly manner. In case you should respond to a hostile argument, then let your 
response be commensurate with the level of hostility expressed against you. 

- The Arch-Prophet Abraham�3�, an institution by himself, was a paragon of piety and 
steadfastness in the Service of Allāh�(0�. The Prophet M uhammad�3� was instructed 
to follow in his footprints. 

This Sǌrah Floses Ey instruFtinJ 7he Prophet�3� and his followers, then and now, about how 
to deal with their religious opponents, i.e. by arguing with them in the most virtuous manner, 
and Ey respondinJ Zith restraint and patienFe Zhen they haYe Eeen ZronJed – Ɩyāt ��������

,f , Zere to Fherry piFk a set of Ɩyāt froP this Sǌrah as a treasure containing Precious Divine 
7ruth� and for reÀeFtion� it Zould Ee Ɩyāt �� �partly�� ��� and ���� ZhiFh are paraphrased 
below:

� We haYe noZ reYealed on to you� O  P rop het M uham m ad, The Reminder - The 
4Xr’āQ, so that you may explain to the people all that has been revealed for them 
Ey Zay RI WhH SaFrHG /aZ� PRral YalXHV� aQG fram ework for VRFLal lLIH� HWF., so that 
they Pay reÀeFt and take heed.

- Call to the way of your Rabb, I sl am , with wisdom of intel l ectual  certitude and good 
exhortation that woul d soften hearts. And argue with them in a virtuous manner. 
Surely� your 5aEE knoZs those Zho Jo astray froP +is Way� in as PuFh as +e al so 
knows best the ones who are guided aright.

- And if you take retribution, take it in the same way as retribution was taken against 
you. But if you are patient and forego retal iation al together, then, indeed, it is 
better for those who are patient aV WhHy lHaYH WhH PaWWHr WR Allāh.

Ɩyāt ����� and others Farry a fraJranFe of the SaFred 'iYine AttriEutes� Fonsider Ɩyāt ��� 

� ,t is +e Who suEMeFted the sea so that you Pay eat fresh ¿Vh meat from it, 
- and bring out of it pe arl s and coral s and use these as ornaments that you wear, 
- and you see the ships ploughing through it, and this is so that you may seek to m ake 

a l iv el ihood and thus some of His F avors, and that you may be thankful. 

This Sǌrah� An�1ahl� Zas reYealed in 0akkah� ,t FoPprises ��� Ɩyāt Zhere Ɩyah �� entails 
prostration� Ɩyah �� forPs tail�end of the 3art ��� Ɩyāt �� to �� Fonstitute a part of the 3art 
14 of The Qur’ān ZhiFh FoPprises ����� Ɩyāt of uneTual lenJth and �� 3arts of eTual lenJth�
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Al�,srā’

The Sǌrah takes its title froP Ɩyah ��� literally PeaninJ µ7he 1iJht -ourney’� ZhiFh Fapsules 
the wholesome experience of spiritual and physical ascension, beyond time and space, of 
Prophet M uhammad�3� ‘ when he was roused for the journey by the Archangel Gabriel as he 
lay between sleeping and awakening in the Haram surrounding the .a’Eah’ – reports Ey ,En 
.athƯr� 5a]Ư and =aPashkharƯ� 7he Sǌrah is also knoZn as %anƯ�,srā’Ưl� i�e� the Israelites, for 
their aFFounts sketFhed out Yide Ɩyāt ��� �� and �������� 

It opens with the famous and brief report of The Prophet�3�’s ‘ Night Journey’ from M akkah to 
-erusaleP froP Zhere the 1oFturnal -ourney�AsFension� al�0i’rāM� took plaFe�  and ¿nally he  
came within ‘ two bows’ lengths’ of Allāh�(0�’s presenFe or µeYen nearer’ – Q������� 7his Zas 
one of the Post siJni¿Fant spiritual eYent in the Prophet�3�’s life that occurred in or around 
AD 620. This is one of the reasons that Jerusalem was and shall always be revered as a sacred 
city for M uslims, serving also as the ‘ QiElah’ – direFtion of the Salāt�3rayers for the M uslims 
for several years to AD 624.

A variety of topics then follow including a series of Commandments as well as passages 
dealing with the nature and purpose of The Qur’ān� 3rinFipal thePatiF issues FoPprise the 
following: 

� AfÀuenFe and eFonoPiF inMustiFe are ¿rst syPptoPs of Forruption and oppression 
– and the tZo are inFoPpatiEle Zith systeP Eased on Divine Revelation, and, for 
this very reason, the punishment for its negligence is very severe. 

- Nurture relationships, honour pledges, covenants and contracts, exercise justice 
and fairness in business and commercial transactions, be courteous and do not 
behave with an air of self-conceit. 

� 'o not folloZ Zhat you do not understand� WhoeYer Fhooses to folloZ 5iJht Path 
does so for one’s own good, and whoever chooses not to follow it does so to one’s 
own loss. No one shall be made to bear the sinful burden of another person. 

The following points of Divine Guidance are the hallmark of the Sǌrah� 

� WheneYer the Qur’ān is read�reFited Zith faith and reYerenFe� it serYes as a healinJ 
of hearts, low morals and spiritual ailments and a blessing;  while any denial of the 
Qur’ān� or irreYerenFe to it only adds to the ruin� 

- If disbelievers and polytheists do not take the Qur’ān to Ee the Word of Allāh�(0�, 
then let all humans and the jinn work together for the purpose of producing the like 
of this Qur’ān� they shall neYer Ee aEle to produFe anythinJ like it – a spiritual, 
literary and intellectual marvel. 

I / W e start by the Bl essed Name of Allāh� 
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- Allāh�(0�  has neither taken a son nor a daughter to Himself;  He is free of the 
imperfection inherent in the concept of be-getting a child as an extension of one’s 
own being. 

- Do not walk on earth exultantly so as to show arrogance, pride and self-eminence;  
this is odious and detestable in the Sight of Allāh� 

- If you persevere in doing good you would be doing good to yourselves;  and if you 
do evil, then it would also be against yourselves.

- Be kind to your parents as they attain to old age and are in your care. Do not chide 
them;  always speak kindly to them. 

- Take care of the essential expenses of the poor amongst your near relatives;  it is 
their right on you. 

- Do not squander your money recklessly;  do not be extravagant. 
� 'o not kill your Fhildren for fear of iPpoYerishPent� ,t is We� Who proYide 

sustenance for them and for you too. The killing of them is a great sin. 
- Do not even go near committing adultery [ and/ or fornication with m en] ;  it is indeed 

a shame and a great indecency. 
- Do not kill any human being, for Allāh has forEidden suFh killing, except in 

the pursuit of MustiFe� And Zhen anyone has Eeen killed ZronJfully� We haYe 
empowered his/ her legal heir of the right to seek just retribution. 

- Do not come near the property of an orphan before she/ he attains maturity. 
� %e true to eYery proPise and ful¿l eYery covenant. 
- Give full and fair measure whenever you measure, and weigh with accurate scales. 
- Always speak that which is best in language, be courteous and never use foul 

language and abusive words. 
- E very person’s ability to hear and sight and mind/ heart �WhLQNLQJ) shall be 

interrogated and called to account during the Time of F inal Judgment. 

The unique feature of the Sǌrah is that the Zord µQur’ān’ is used �� tiPes� direFtly or indireFtly� 
to draw the attention to the fact that the M uslims must learn to live by it. It also discusses 
various qualities of The Qur’ān itself� inFludinJ its Eene¿ts to huPanity� its reYelation Ey 
means of ‘ The Spirit’, its use of parables, its division into sections, and its effects upon the 
EelieYers � Ɩyāt ����� and ��������

,f , Zere to Fherry piFk an Ɩyah froP this Sǌrah as a treasure containing Precious Divine 
7ruth� and for reÀeFtion� it Zould Ee in the perspeFtiYe of Ɩyah ��� ZhiFh states� µ7his is froP 
the ZisdoP your 5aEE has reYealed on to you ««�’ 7his ZisdoP FoPprises Ɩyāt ������ a 
summary of which appears as hallmarks of the Sǌrah aEoYe�

The Prophet�3� is reported to have invariably recited this Sǌrah in his Salāt al�µ,shā�1iJht 
3rayers� )urtherPore� ZheneYer a Fhild froP his triEe of %anƯ +āshiP Zas aEle to say 
PeaninJful Zords� she�he Zas tauJht to reFite Ɩyah ���� ZhiFh reads as folloZs�

Say:
Praise be to Allāh� 
He has no child. 
He has neither a partner in sovereignty, nor has He any ally out of lowliness.
�L.H. Allāh QHLWhHr VHHNV QRr QHHGV WhH aLG Rr VXSSRrW RI aQyRQH� aV a lRZly SHrVRQ            
PLJhW IRr hLV RZQ SrRWHFWLRQ). 
And proclaim His Greatness, L.H. Allāh�R�ANEar� 
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7he folloZinJ Ɩyāt Farry a fraJranFe of the SaFred Divine Attributes: 

- Surely the punishment of your Rabb is something to be aware of L.H. WR EH PLQGIXl 
RI EHFaXVH +H LV SWHrQ LQ 3XQLVhPHQW.

� ,t is your 5aEE� Who driYes the ships on the sea for you �EHFaXVH +H LV WhH 3RVVHVVRr 
RI 2YHrSRZHrLQJ &RQWrRl�� so that you Pay seek soPe of +is )aYors Ey HarQLQJ 
yRXr lLYHlLhRRG ( EHFaXVH +H LV WhH %HVWRZHr RI %lHVVLQJV aQG )aYRrV��

- Call on Allāh or Fall on Ar�5ahPān� ZhoeYer of these two you call on, +H LV WhH 
sam e for to Him belong The Names, The Beautiful.

This Sǌrah� al�,srā’� Zas reYealed in 0akkah� ,t FoPprises ��� Ɩyāt Zhere Ɩyah ��� entails 
prostration. It spreads over most of the Part 15 of The Qur’ān FoPprisinJ ����� Ɩyāt of 
unequal length and 30 Parts of equal length.
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Al-K ahf

The Sǌrah� translated as ‘ The &aYern’ – huJe FaYe� or µ7he &aYe’� takes its title froP Ɩyah 
�� and the eYents sketFhed out in Ɩyāt ������ Zhen a feZ younJ men hid in a cave to avoid 
persecution for holding on to their faith ( by E mperor Decius, ~ AD 250 according to Christian 
leJend�� and there fell asleep in a PiraFulous sleep for many years. This Sǌrah is alPost 
entirely deYoted to a series of eYents Euilt around the thePe of )aith in One God - Allāh�(0� 
Yersus undue attaFhPent to the Zorldly life� Ɩyāt ������ 

The Sǌrah� aPonJst others� Faptures the folloZinJ three episodes froP the FhroniFles of 
history inYolYinJ three ¿Jures Elessed Zith ParYelous PiraFulous poZers to illustrate the 
veracity of the concept of the existence of Allāh�(0�� Who has no anFestry or offsprinJ� and 
to whom all creation belong, the need to prepare for our accountability to Him and its value 
to human society: 

� Ɩyāt ������ 7he 3eople of the &aYern and the 5aTƯP dePonstrates the prinFiple of 
world-abandonment for the sake of faith, and is deepened into an allegory of death, 
the temporal state - barz akh, and the Resurrection. 

� Ɩyāt ������ ,n the e[perienFe of M oses�3� with the enigmatic unnamed sage, 
WraGLWLRQally LGHQWL¿HG aV .hLGr� the highlight is of a man’s intellectual life and his 
search for the ultimate truth. Appearance and reality are shown to be intrinsically 
different - so much different that only spiritual insight can reveal as to what is 
apparent and what is real. 

� Ɩyāt ������ 7he narratiYe of 'hǌ’l�Qarnayn� Zho forPed a Earrier to hold EaFk 
Gog and M agog from terroriz ing people, illustrates that worldly life and power 
need not FonÀiFt Zith riJhteousness so lonJ as one rePains FonsFious of the 
ultimate responsibility to Allāh�(0�� Who is aEoYe all liPitations of tiPe and space. 
AV alVR ZaV WhH FaVH LllXVWraWHG YLGH 4.2���� aQG ����2.

Ɩyāt ����� state a lenJthy paraEle aEout the danJers of the Jood thinJs of this Zorld� Zithout 
gratitude to Allāh�(0�� Zhile neJleFtinJ the +ereafter� Ɩyāt �� and �� leaYe a profound PessaJe 
that progeny of righteous parents shall always be in Divine Care as well as they would be 
entitled to haYe riJhteous proJeny – Ɩyāt �� and ���  7he Sǌrah Floses Ey eYokinJ the 
inexhaustibility of Allāh�(0�’s Word� folloZed Ey a rePinder that 7he Prophet M uhammad�3� 
is a human being to whom 'iYine 5eYelation has Eeen sent – Ɩyāt ��� and ���� Ɩyah ��� 
also leaves a strong message for the F aithful: 

WhoeYer looks forZard Zith hope and aZe to PeetinJ one’s 5aEE durinJ the 7iPe 
of F inal Judgment, must do deeds of righteousness, and must not associate anyone or 
anything, metaphorical or proverbial, apparent or disguised in worshipful reverence and 
obedience to his/ her Rabb.
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An important point emerging from the Sǌrah is that µshirk’� assoFiatinJ partner�s� Zith Allāh 
– 7hH 2QH aQG 2Qly *RG� is three�diPensional� ¿rst – there is no partnership in +is &oPPand 
� Ɩyah ��� seFond � there is no partnership in +is %einJ � Ɩyah ��� and third – there is no 
partnership in +is Worship � Ɩyah ����

,f , Zere to Fherry piFk an Ɩyah froP this Sǌrah as a treasure containing Precious Divine 
7ruth� and for reÀeFtion� it Zould Ee Ɩyah ���� ZhiFh is paraphrased EeloZ�

Say O  P rophe t M uham m ad!  
‘ If Zater of the oFeans Zere to Ee inkZell to Zrite the Words of 3raise and *ratitude 
of my Rabb, the oFeans Zould deplete Eefore the Words of 3raise and *ratitude of Py 
Rabb were completed, even if we were to bring another like it to its aid.’

The Qur’ān is Elessed and full of ElessinJs� 7here are parts of it aEout ZhiFh Ze haYe 
soPe inforPation Zith reJard to their speFi¿F ElessinJs� One suFh Sǌrah is this� 5a]Ư 
and =aPakhsharƯ Farry separate reports suJJestinJ that 7he Prophet�3� is reported to have 
hiJhliJhted the siJni¿FanFe of this Sǌrah in the folloZinJ Panner�

� the one Zho PePori]ed the ¿rst and�or last ten Ɩyāt of the Sǌrah shall rePain 
protected from the ill of every imposter, or from al-'aMMāl� identi¿ed Zith the 
Anti&hrist� or the ¿Jure ZhoP Christ will overpower in the E nd-of-Time;  

� the one Zho PePori]ed the ¿rst and the last Ɩyah� there shall Ee light from one’s 
feet up to one’s head;   and, 

- the one who reads the Sǌrah on a F riday shall have light from one’s feet up to the 
heaven;  this light shall serve him/ her well during the Time of F inal Judgment. 

Ɩyah �� Farries a fraJranFe of the SaFred 'iYine AttriEute� We staPped their ears in the 
cavern for a number of years thus m aking them  incapa bl e of hearing sounds that coul d 
awaken them  ( EHFaXVH +H LV WhH 3RVVHVVRr RI 3RZHr� al�4āGLr� al�4aGƯr aQG al�0XTWaGLr�� 

This Sǌrah� al�.ahf� Zas reYealed in 0akkah� ,t FoPprises ��� Ɩyāt� of ZhiFh Ɩyāt �� to �� 
form later a part of the Part 15, rest of the Sǌrah spills oYer to the 3art �� of 7he Qur’ān ZhiFh 
FoPprises ����� Ɩyāt of uneTual lenJth and �� 3arts of eTual lenJth�

Introducing �e Qur’ān by Badr Hashemi 44



M aryam

The Sǌrah� naPed after Virgin 0ary� takes its title froP Ɩyah ��� Ɩyāt ����� are reported to 
have been recited by Syed Ja’far�5A� Ein AEǌ 7āliE �A' ���� in the Fourt of 1eJus AshaPa�
E mperor when he called the migrants to explain ,slāP’s perspeFtiYe on M ary and her son 
-esus – Pay Allāh�(0� bless both with mercy. 

It is the only Sǌrah of 7he Qur’ān that is naPed for a fePale ¿Jure� indeed M ary has the 
distinction of being the only woman mentioned by name in The Qur’ān� 7he Prophet�3� is 
quoted to have named Virgin M ary as one of the four spiritually perfected women of the 
world.

The Sǌrah FoYers =āFhariah�3� and his son <ahyā�John the Baptist�3� – Ɩyāt ������ M ary and 
her son Jesus�3� where the latter’s birth is stated during the time of late summers when ‘ fresh 
ripe dates’ are found on palm-trees in Naz areth/ Bethlehem, and describes the emotional state 
of 0ary as she Zas JoinJ throuJh laEor pains� reÀeFtinJ the natural and norPal FirFuPstanFes 
of this as any other FhildEirth � Ɩyāt ������ Abraham�3� – Ɩyāt ������ folloZed Ey Erief 
references to Isaac�3� � Ɩyah ��� ,srael�Jacob�3� � Ɩyah ��� M oses�3� � Ɩyah ��� Aaron�3� � Ɩyah 
53, Ishmael�3� – Ɩyāt ������ ,drƯs�(noFh�3� – Ɩyāt ������ Adam and Noah�3� – Ɩyah ��� all 
intended to impress the point that Prophet M uhammad�3� preached the same F aith that had 
been preached by his predecessor Prophets, and they and their followers faced long battles 
with falsehood, rejection, mockery and persecution. But ultimately the truth prevailed. 

The central theme focuses on Allāh�(0� µs 8nshared 8nity and 8niTueness� ¿rPly reMeFts 
all concepts and fallacies about assigning a child or a partner to Him. It also touches on the 
important issue of the Resurrection beside highlighting two of Allāh�(0� ‘ s great wonders: 

� ¿rst� +e Elessed =āFhariah�3� and his Zife Zith a son <ahyā Zhen Eoth Zere 
adYanFed in aJe and she had Eeen infertile all her life – Ɩyāt ������ 

- second, a young lady M ary, virtuous, virgin and unmarried, conceived and gave 
birth to a son -esus – Ɩyāt ������ 

Allāh�(0� created Adam and E ve without both parents, and Jesus�3� with one parent;  and the 
Zay +e surprised =āFhariah�3� and his Zife <ashEi’ Zith a son <ahyā in FirFuPstanFes of 
hopelessness, so did He surprise Abraham�3� and his Zife Sārah Zith a son ,saaF in siPilar 
FirFuPstanFes – Q������� 

1ote the PessaJe of folloZinJ Ɩyāt� 

- Jesus�3� said: Allāh is surely Py 5aEE and your 5aEE� Worship +iP alone� 7hat is 
the only 5iJht ApproaFh to SalYation � Ɩyah ��� 

- Abraham�3� said: Do not worship the Satan. The Satan has always been disobedient 
to 5aEE � Ɩyah ��� 
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- The people who neglect Salāt�3rayers and pursue passions and lusts� eYen the 
progenies of great Prophets like Noah�3�, Abraham�3� and Israel�3� �Ɩyāt ������� and 
thus become negligent of their duty to Allāh� We shall draJ theP and ErinJ theP 
around the hell� kneelinJ � Ɩyah ���

� SiPilarity of the SaFred AraEiF te[t and its Fonnotation FonFerninJ <ahyā�3� and 
Jesus�3� �  Ɩyāt �� and ���

The Sǌrah FonFludes in Ɩyah �� Ey eYokinJ the aEsenFe and the utter silenFe of earlier 
generations, who were mighty in military power, destroyed by 'iYine Wrath for their 
disobedience and wrongdoing, from whom one no longer hears even the slightest whisper.  

,f , Zere to Fherry piFk a set of Ɩyāt froP this Sǌrah as a EedroFk of ,slāPiF )aith and 
Precious 'iYine 7ruth� it Zould Ee Ɩyāt ������ ZhiFh are paraphrased EeloZ�

And they allege: 

Ar-5ahPān has taken to +iPself a son � aQ allXVLRQ WR WhH &hrLVWLaQ GRFWrLQH WhaW J esus 
son of 0ary LV SRQ RI *RG� aQG� LQ JHQHral� WR HYHry bel ief in *RG’V LQFarQaWLRQ� lLNH 
%XGGha� HWF. 

Indeed� Ey WhLV aVVHrWLRQ, you have come up with something monstrous, bl asphe m ous 
and disastrous thing of fal sehood, whereby the cosmos might al m ost rupture and rent 
into fragm ents, and the earth burst and spl it asunder, and the mountains stagger and 
fall, and crumble down in pi eces, for that people should attribute a son to Ar-5ahPān, 
while it is inconceivable aQG QRW ¿WWLQJ WR +LV 0aMHVWy, that Ar-5ahPān� should  haYe to 
+LPVHlI a son, Rr a GaXJhWHr.

Q���� eFho the thePe of Ɩyāt ����� aEoYe�

Proclaim!
He is Allāh� the One – Allāh� the %esouJht of all at tim es of need while He seeks none, neither 
giving birth to QRr SarHQWLQJ aQyRQH� QR VRQ� QR GaXJhWHr� QR GRZQVWrHaP IaPLly� no other 
IRrP RI H[LVWHQFH haV HYHr RrLJLQaWHG IrRP +LP QRr ZRXlG HYHr EH� nor born of aQyRQH: no 
SarHQWV� QR VLElLQJV� QR XSVWrHaP IaPLly�  QR RWhHr IRrP RI H[LVWHQFH IrRP ZhLFh +H FRXlG 
haYH RrLJLQaWHG QRr ZRXlG HYHr EH. And HTXal Rr comparable to Him is no one, has nev er 
EHHQ aQy RQH� aQG Vhall QHYHr EH aQy� EHFaXVH +H JaYH ELrWh WR QR RQH� aQG +H LV ERrQ RI QR 
RQH� +H LV WhH 2QH RI AEVRlXWH 8QLWy ± WhH ,QGLYLVLElH� WhH 8QVharHG. 

[ Note: ‘ Neither giving birth nor being born’ - this fundamental concept is also echoed in 
Q .02:116, 06:101, 17:111, 37:152 and 72:03, etc. This is a denial of the Nicean creedal 
formulation about Jesus, as ‘ the only begotten Son of God, begotten of his F ather before all 
worlds, God of God, L ight of L ight, very God of every God, begotten, not made, being of one 
substance with the F ather’] .

%okhārƯ Tuotes 7he Prophet�3� to have said that Allāh�(0� has one hundred minus one Bl essed 
Names/ M aj estic Attributes, i.e. 99. The one most recurring Attribute of Ar-5ahPān� The L ord 
RI ,Q¿QLWH 0HrFy� occurs 11 times in this Sǌrah� and so is 5aEE – The L ord Supr em e. 

This Sǌrah� 0aryaP� Zas reYealed in 0akkah� ,t FoPprises �� Ɩyāt Zith Ɩyah �� entailinJ 
prostration. It constitutes a part of the Part 16 of The Qur’ān� ZhiFh in turn FoPprises ����� 
Ɩyāt of uneTual lenJth and �� 3arts of eTual lenJth�
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7ā� +ā�

The Sǌrah takes its title froP tZo letters of the AraEiF AlphaEet� 7ā� +ā�� appearinJ in Ɩyah 
01.  It speaks of Allāh�(0�’s all-encompasing knowledge and His Beautiful Names/ Attributes, 
and tells the Prophet�3� that the Qur’ān is not revealed on to him to cause stress and undue 
hardship, but only as a ‘ reminder to the one who fears’ Allāh�(0�’s disobedience.

The main theme is the guidance which Allāh�(0� offers through His Prophets�3�, and the fact 
that the fundamental truths inherent in all revealed religions are identical, namely: belief in 
Allāh�(0� ‘ s Unshared Divinity, Unity and Uniqueness, and individual’s accountability in the 
Hereafter subsequent upon The Resurrection.

The Sǌrah features aFFounts of the early life of M oses�3�, call to be a messenger, struggle 
with Pharaoh, exodus from (Jypt� and ¿nally the episode of µthe calf’, the golden sculpture 
that the Israelites worshipped when 0oses Zent to 0t� Sinai – Ɩyāt ������ 7his aFFount 
is featured in an attempt to reassure Prophet M uhammad�3� and The F aithful that despite 
institutionaliz ed persecutions of the Israelites and great army of Pharaoh to oppress them, 
he and his falsehood were wiped out, and M oses�3� and his truth triumphed. Thus, ,slāP too 
would overwhelm every opposition and oppression through all times, including the present 
time, to the L ast Hour.  

Ɩyāt ������� disFuss aspeFts relatinJ to the (nd�of�7iPe� and reFount Adam’s creation, 
temptation, banishment, and forgiveness. The Sǌrah enFouraJes 7he Prophet�3� to be steadfast 
in the face of enemy’s insults, and it concludes with a threat to the enemies of ,slāP to Zait 
for the inevitable end, when they shall come to realiz e who has been upon the right path and 
guided righteously, and who has not been and faltered to one’s loss.

Principal highlights of the Sǌrah FoPprise the folloZinJ�

- F or Allāh are the 1aPes� the 0ost %eautiful and the AttriEutes of 3erfeFtion � Ɩyah ���
- Satan�,ElƯs is your enePy� 'o not suFFuPE to its tePptations and thus EeFoPe 

heedless of Our &oPPand� ZhoeYer folloZs 0y Guidance, shall neither go astray, 
nor fall into Pisery – Ɩyah ���� 

- E njoin the GaLly Salāt�Prayer on your family and friends, and be constant in its 
oEserYanFe for spiritual Eene¿t � Ɩyah ����

� 'o not Ja]e lonJinJly to ZhateYer riFhes and splendour of life We haYe JiYen to 
some of the disEelieYers� so that We Pay test theP thereEy� e[Fess of indulJenFe in 
luxuries makes people forget their duty to Allāh – Ɩyah ����

� WhoeYer does not FoPply Zith Our 0essaJe� or aFts in de¿anFe of it� shall haYe a 
restriFted spiritual life� and� thus depriYed of FontentPent� And We shall raise suFh 
a person as blind at the Time of 5esurreFtion � Ɩyah ����

I / W e start by the Bl essed Name of Allāh� 
7he ,n¿nitely 0erFiful to al l , The E ver-Compassionate WR HYHryRQH.
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,f , Zere to Fherry piFk a set of Ɩyāt froP this Sǌrah as a treasure containing Precious Divine 
7ruth� and for reÀeFtion� it Zould Ee Ɩyāt ������ ZhiFh are paraphrased EeloZ�  

O The Israelites!  
7his is hoZ We salYaJed you froP your enePy � 3haraRh. 
And then We Pade a covenant with you ± 4.02��� aQG 02��� - on the right side of the 
M ount SLQāL. 
And We rHSHaWHGly sent doZn for you the 0annā – resinous substance, as sweet as 
hRQHy� H[XGHG Ey FHrWaLQ SlaQWV RI WhH GHVHrW � and the quails IrHHly� ZLWhRXW PXFh HIIRrW 
RQ yRXr SarW� ZhLlH EHLQJ LQ WhH ZLlGHrQHVV RI SLQāL 'HVHrW. 
SayLQJ: eat of the good and l awful  thinJs� ZhiFh We haYe proYided for you� 
And do not EH GH¿aQW aQG transgress therein, lest you shoul d inFur 0y Wrath and 
LQHVFaSaElH rHWrLEXWLRQ. 
And the one Zho inFurs 0y Wrath and retribution has, indeed, thrown oneself into 
destruction and utter ruin;  
And yHW� undoubtedly, I am the M ost-F orgiving towards aQyRQH who repents, and. the 
one who believes LQ 0y 8QVharHG 8QLWy aQG WhH +HrHaIWHr, and LV rHJXlar LQ GLlLJHQWly 
IXl¿llLQJ WhH rHTXLVLWHV RI IaLWh Ey doing deeds of righteousness, and thereafter keeps to 
the Guidance. 

5ā]Ư Farries a report suJJestinJ that the Prophet�3� is reported to have said concerning this 
Sǌrah that µAllāh�(0�’s Supreme Name, al - I sm  al - ‘A z am , is to be found in it.’ 

[ Note: The presence of Allāh’s 1aPes�AttriEutes is found in these � e[pressions� Ar�5ahPān� 
Allāh� /ā ,laha ,llallāh� 5aEE� 7a’āla� Al�0alikil +aT� /ā ,laha ,llallāh repeats itself three 
tiPes in Ɩyāt ��� �� and ��� Allāh�(0� and His Prophet�3� would know which one of these is 
His Supreme Name] .

This Sǌrah Farries a fraJranFe of the folloZinJ SaFred Divine Attributes which are usually not 
enumerated in the traditional count of 99:

- Allāh� there no entity for Zorship and can nev er be except Him al one, and for Him 
al one are The Names, The Beautiful. 

� We �L.H. M oses and A aron� Pay Jlorify <ou unFeasinJly� and Ze Pay rePePEer 
Y ou frequently, surely Y ou watch ov er us� When your �0RVHV’� sister « said� Shall 
I direct you to someone who will take charge of him ( aV :H FaXVHG yRX WR rHIXVH WhH 
IHHG IrRP aQy RWhHr PRWhHr H[FHSW yRXr RZQ)� and We returned you to your mother 
LQ IXl¿llPHQW RI 2Xr 3rRPLVH WhaW :H Vhall rHWXrQ yRX WR hHr ± 4.2��0� «� then 
you killed a man, yHW We resFued you froP the distress « and ¿Qally caused you to 
come here ((JySW) according to O ur 'eFree� «�� and then We salYaJed you froP 
your enemy.

,En +ishāP reports in his Eook on seerat that it Zas the reFital of this Yery Sǌrah Ey the 
sister of Syed µ8Par iEn al�.hāttāE�5A�, the Second Righteous Caliph in succession to The 
Prophet�3�, which caused his conversion to ,slāP� 

,En .athƯr and QurtuEƯ Farry reports TuotinJ Syed µAlƯ�5A� iEn AEƯ 7āliE� )ourth 5iJhteous 
&aliph �A' ���–���� in suFFession to 7he 3rophet� that µ7ā�+ā. in Ɩyah �� is one of the 
seven names by which The Prophet�3� said he was called in The Qur’ān’� the others are 
0uhaPPad �Q�������� etF�� <ā�SƯn� �Q�������� AhPad �Q�������� AEd�Allāh �Q�������� Al�
0u]]aPPil �Q�������� and Al�0uddaththir �Q�������� Or as 7he Prophet�3� may have said.

This Sǌrah� 7ā� +ā�� Zas reYealed in 0akkah� ,t FoPprises ��� Ɩyāt and Pakes up ¿nal part 
of the Part 16 of The Qur’ān� ZhiFh in turn FoPprises ����� Ɩyāt of uneTual lenJth and �� 
Parts of equal length.
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Al�AnEiyā’

Title of the Sǌrah� pronounFed as Al�APEiyā’� plural of An�1aEƯ� PeaninJ µ7he 3rophets’� 
is not speFi¿F to any of its Ɩyah� it is syPEoliF and FoPes froP the repeated allusions to 
and Pention Ey naPe soPe of the 3rophets� Ɩyāt ������ partiFularly AErahaP in Ɩyāt ���
73;  M oses and Aaron in Ɩyāt ������ Eesides 1oah in Ɩyāt ������ David and Solomon in 
Ɩyāt ����� Zhere forPer’s MudJPent is oYerturned Ey the later� /ot in Ɩyāt ������ Job in 
Ɩyāt ������ -onah in Ɩyāt ������ =aFhariah� his son John and 0ary in Ɩyāt ������ Ishmael, 
,drƯs�(noFh� 'hǌl�.iÀ�(]ekiel or (liMah in Ɩyāt ������ and� iPpliFitly Jesus son of M ary. 
Abraham is portrayed as a prototype for M uhammad, may Allāh Eless theP all� 0any of these 
3rophets haYe Founterparts aPonJ %iEliFal ¿Jures�  

The experiences of these Prophets are intended to illustrate the continuity and intrinsic 
connectivity of all Divine Revelations and hence addressing all those who believe in Allāh�(0�, 
and in His Unshared Unity. Thus the main theme is the Unshared Unity, Uniqueness and 
Transcendence of Allāh � 7hH 2QH aQG 2Qly *RG – Ɩyāt ������ and that this truth has alZays 
been the core of all Divine Teachings and prophetic preaching, and that despite all haz ards, it 
is this Truth that ultimately prevails. 

,nitial Ɩyāt ����� reFount the Yarious aFFusations of falsehood and e[pressions of inFredulity 
directed at Prophet M uhammad�3� Ey his adYersaries� Ɩyāt ����� offer a rePinder that people 
before him had been destroyed for a similar hostile attitude and could do nothing to stave off 
their punishment.

Paraphrasing of the highlights of the Sǌrah inFlude�

� We alloZ people to enMoy prosperity until they JroZ aFFustoPed to it� And then 
:H VyVWHPaWLFally FaYH LQ RQ WhHP aQG FaXVH lRVV RI HYHryWhLQJ aQG rHGXFH WhHLr 
ex istence to grav e – Ɩyāt ������

- The cosmos, and the earth Zere onFe one neEular Pass� and We then separated theP 
apart into individual nebulae, galaxies and solar systems, with further individual 
parts progressively breaking away to form new entities in the shape of stars, planets 
and the latter’s satellites – Ɩyāt ������

- He created the nighttim e and the daytim e, and the sun and the moon, and each one 
is reYolYinJ and ÀoatinJ in its orEit WhHrHEy H[hLELWLQJ WhH PLraFXlRXV ZRQGHrV RI 
VShHrLFally rRXQG earth – Ɩyah ��� 

- And even if there be any deed of goodness or eYil as insiJni¿Fant as the ZeiJht of 
a Pustard seed� We shall ErinJ it to sFales of MustiFe� and reZard for it – Ɩyah ��� 

- The Allāh�reYerent are those m en and ZRPHQ� yRXQJ aQG RlG who stand in awe of 
their Rabb though they have never seen Him, and, who tremble at the very thought 
of the /ast +our and its ForrelatiYes – Ɩyah ��� 

I / W e start by the Bl essed Name of Allāh� 
7he ,n¿nitely 0erFiful to al l , The E ver-Compassionate WR HYHryRQH.
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- This religious community of yours is one single community, sharing the same faith, 
folloZinJ the saPe Fourse� and turninJ to the saPe One Allāh� and , aP your 5aEE� 
So� Zorship 0e alone� – Ɩyah ���

- The people have divided the Unity of F aith and Unity of the F aithful and splintered 
their religious affairs among themselves forgetting that they have to return to Us 
and held accountable for creating faFtions and seFtarian strife  – Ɩyah ��� 

- Appearance of Gog and M agog would signify com ing of the E nd- of- Tim e and 
destruFtion of the uniYerse – Ɩyah ���

� On the eYe of the 5esurreFtion� We shall fold up the cosmos like written scroll are 
folded up, as all matters would have been settled and the universe known to human 
being shall have ceased to exist. Thus a new world shall appear in a new universe, 
as We ErouJht into EeinJ the ¿rst Freation� so We shall ErinJ it EaFk aJain – Ɩyah 
104. 

- The righteous among M y servants shall inherit the L and of P aradise because the 
l and of HarWh Pay EH LQhHrLWHG Ey all� ZhHWhHr rLJhWHRXV Rr RWhHrV – Ɩyāt ���� 

,n FlosinJ� Ɩyāt ������� state that the Prophet M uhammad�3� is a manifestation of Divine 
Grace and M ercy for humanity, L.H. hH LV a FarLQJ� lRYLQJ� FRPSaVVLRQaWH aQG NLQG SHrVRQ 
WR HYHryRQH rHJarGlHVV RI RQH’V IaLWh� FrHHG aQG FRlRr� as well as a warner of what is to 
come aV WhH +HrHaIWHr� WhH WLPLQJ RI ZhLFh LV NQRZQ RQly WR Allāh� aV alVR rHSHaWHGly 
VWaWHG YLGH 4.0������ ������ ������ ������ ����� aQG �0��2���� HWF.

,f , Zere to Fherry piFk a set of Ɩyāt froP this Sǌrah as a treasure containing Precious 
'iYine 7ruth� and for reÀeFtion� it Zould Ee Ɩyāt ������ ZhiFh are paraphrased EeloZ�

O 7he )aithful� 
Undoubtedly, this rel igious community of yours, is one singl e community with one 
VLQJlH )aLWh� and, I am your 2QH aQG WhH 2Qly Rabb. 
So, worship M e al one!  
But som e people have GLYLGHG WhH 8QLWy RI )aLWh ± 4.2���� � aQG splintered their 
rel igious affairs among themselves;  
forgetting that they all have to return to Us, and hel d accountabl e for creating factions. 
A nd yet, whoever does the l east of deeds of righteousness, and is a believer, his/ her 
endeavor shall not be disregarded� L.H. HYHQ WhH ErHaFh RI rHlLJLRXV XQLWy Pay QRW EH 
unforgiv abl e so l ong as it does not inv ol v e the worship of entities other than Allāh� 
4.0����� aQG 20���.
And� indeed We are reFordinJ it in his/ her favor. 

%okhārƯ Tuotes 7he Prophet�3� to have said that Allāh�(0� has one hundred minus one Bl essed 
Names/ M aj estic Attributes, i.e. 99. These 99 Names are well known including the following 
in this Sǌrah� 

- Praise be to Allāh� W ho is Rabb of The Throne of A l m ightiness. 
- There is no entity for worship and can nev er be except M e, so worship M e al one!  
� +e .noZs Zhat is Eefore theP – what wil l  take pl ace in the future -  and what is 

Eehind theP – what took pl ace in the pas t. 

This Sǌrah� al�APEiyā’� Zas reYealed in 0akkah� ,t Fonsists of ��� Ɩyāt ZhiFh Fonstitutes a 
part of the Part 17 of The Qur’ān ZhiFh� in turn� FoPprises ����� Ɩyāt of uneTual lenJth and 
30 Parts of equal length.
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Al-Hajj

The Sǌrah takes its title froP Ɩyāt ��� ZhiFh iPplies µ7he annual Pilgrimage to Holy M akkah’ 
and broader discussion of its correlatives in the Service of Allāh�(0�  – 7hH 2QH aQG 2Qly *RG. 
It states that Allāh�(A� guided Abraham�3� to the speFi¿F site of the K a’bah and asked him to 
Euild the )irst +ouse for +is Worship� RQ WraFHV RI WhH IRXQGaWLRQV laLG GRZQ Ey A dam , and 
call People of F aith for Hajj. 

The +aMM period is speFi¿F to the eleYenth throuJh the thirteenth day of the tZelfth month of 
the lunar Falendar� 'hǌ’l�+iMMah� ,t is one of the ¿Ye 3illars of 7he )aith of ,slāP – the other 
four are Shahādah �proFlaPation of Allāh’s 8nshared 8nity and 'iYinity� and M uhammad’s 
3rophethood�� Salāt �daily prayers�� 5aPadān )astinJ �froP daZn to dusk for �� or �� days� 
and =akāt �annual Fharity��

It opens with a warning of the terrors of the destruction of the world and the 5esurreFtion – 
Ɩyāt ������ ZhiFh are FoPpared to the indiYidual life FyFle of huPan EeinJs – Ɩyāt ������ 
The traits of the misguided are described and compared with those of the righteous through 
the parable of a Jarden and Ey desFriEinJ their aZards in the +ereafter – Ɩyāt ������

Ɩyāt ����� reFord Allāh�(0�’s directive to A braham  to publicly proclaim Hajj for all 
humankind - 3HRSlH RI )aLWh. It tells The F aithful that it is neither meat nor blood of their 
saFri¿Fed animals during the Hajj that reach up to Allāh�(0�, but it is their self-righteousness 
and inner state of reYerenFe – taTZā � that Patters and reaFhes upto Allāh�(0� which is further 
aPpli¿ed Ey honorinJ sanFtity of the SyPEols set up Ey Allāh�(0� for the Hajj. And that was 
the purpose of building The K a’bah.

The Sǌrah rePinds that Zhile Allāh�(0� has not imposed hardship in matters of the religion 
and its correlatives, He exhorts you to strive diligently and consistently for upholding His 
Cause in a manner worthy of striving. In case of those who waver between making such 
a commitment and abstaining from it for reasons of personal or political expediency, they 
cannot avert those misfortunes which Allāh Pay haYe deFreed for theP�

Other passaJes of the Sǌrah JiYe the folloZinJ PessaJes�

- E veryone in the cosmos, the cel estial  spac e, the sun, the moon, the stars, the 
mountains, the trees, and the moving creatures, and a great number of human 
beings submit to Allāh� 7hose Zho do not do so FonsFiously� inFur punishPent in 
the +ereafter – Ɩyah ���  

- Abstain from worshiping entities other than Allāh�(A�, fabricating falsehood and 
perMury – Ɩyah ���

I / W e start by the Bl essed Name of Allāh� 
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- M uslims are permitted to resort to the use of force to defend themselves against 
perseFution – Ɩyāt ������ >0any sFholars Fonsider these Ɩyāt as the ¿rst reYelation 
allowing the 0usliPs to ¿Jht in self�defenFe� See Fherry�piFk of Ɩyāt EeloZ@�  

- Allāh has appointed different Zays of Zorship for eYery reliJious FoPPunity� 
Therefore, do not let them dispute with you, nor you should argue with them;  but 
keep preaFhinJ as you are on a path of riJht JuidanFe – Ɩyāt ���

The Sǌrah Floses Zith a poZerful PessaJe in Ɩyah ���

And strive for Allāh as +e should Ee striYen for – L.H. VWrLYLQJ WR GR ZhaW +H FRPPaQGV� 
aQG VWrLYLQJ QRW WR GR ZhaW +H IRrELGV.
+e has Fhosen for you� and has plaFed no dif¿Fulty or hardship  for you in the m atter of 
reliJion – the Freed of your father Abraham.
He named you M uslims before at the tim e of A braham , and now in this 4Xr’āQ, that the 
M essenger may be a witness for you, and that you may be a witness for humankind as 
uphol ders of j ustice.
So perform the Salāt�Prayer, and give out =akāt� and hold fast to Allāh Ey hRlGLQJ RQ WR 
The 4Xr’āQ.
He is your M aster.
How excellent a M aster, and how excellent a Helper!

,f , Zere to Fherry piFk a set of Ɩyāt froP this Sǌrah as a treasure containing Precious Divine 
7ruth� and for reÀeFtion� it Zould Ee Ɩyāt ������ ZhiFh are paraphrased EeloZ�

Those believers against whom war is waged, or who are attacked and pe rsecuted, are 
perPitted to ¿Jht in sel f defense, for they have been oppressed. 4.02���0����. 
And, for sure, Allāh has the poZer to help theP to YLFWRry. 
They are the ones who were evicted from their homel ands against their basic hum an 
rights and without a reason, only for saying: 
µOur 5aEE is Allāh�’ 
Were it not for Allāh’s repellinJ soPe people Ey others� the monasteries, the churches, 
the oratories�synaJoJues and the PasāMid�PRVTXHV in all of which Allāh LV rHJXlarly 
ZRrVhLSHG aQG +LV Bl essed Name is often aQG aEXQGaQWly extolled, 
would surely have been demolished with the resul t that Allāh LV QR lRQJHr ZRrVhLSHG� 
and the worl d becom es v oid of Allāh.
7hH FRrRllary LV WhaW WhH GHIHQVH RI rHlLJLRXV IrHHGRP� L.H. RQH’V IaLWh aQG WhH RElLJaWLRQV 
arLVLQJ IrRP WhaW IaLWh� LV WhH IRrHPRVW FaXVH IRr ZhLFh arPV Pay EH aXWhRrL]HG WR EH 
WaNHQ XS ± 4.02����. 
And Allāh GH¿QLWHly helps those who uphold Him LQ WhH SHrYLFH RI +LV &aXVH. 
F or sure, Allāh is all�3oZerful� all�0iJhty�

This Sǌrah Farries a fraJranFe of the SaFred Divine Attributes. Consider the following: 

- Indeed, Allāh is neYer unkind to +is serYants� 
- Allāh does ZhateYer +e Wills aQG +H LV aFFRXQWaElH WR QR RQH. 
� 7hey shall Ee Juided to Joodness in speeFh – aQ aVSHFW RI SaraGLVLaF VWaWH 4.����� 

-  and thus guided onto the Path of the Praised - Allāh. 
- Allāh does not like any unfaithful or traitor WR VHrYLQJ +LV &aXVH. 
- Indeed, Allāh Juides those� Zho EelieYe LQ +LV 8QVharHG 8QLWy aQG 'LYLQLWy, onto 

the Straight Path. 
- He is your M aster;  how excellent a M aster and how excellent a Helper!

This Sǌrah� al�Hajj, was revealed in 0adƯnah� ,t FoPprises �� Ɩyāt Zith Ɩyāt �� and �� 
entailing prostration. It makes up a part of the Part 17 of The Qur’ān� ZhiFh in turn FoPprises 
����� Ɩyāt of uneTual lenJth and �� 3arts of eTual lenJth�
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Al�0u’Pinǌn

The Sǌrah takes its title µAl�0u’Pinǌn’ �plural of µal�0u’Pin’� froP Ayāh ��� PeaninJ µ7he 
Believers’. It asserts the success of the F aithful of True F aith and correlates it to the history 
of a lonJ suFFession of the forPer 3rophets – Noah�3�, M oses�3�, Aaron�3� and Jesus�3� - who 
preached one and the same religion from Allāh�(0� – 7hH 2QH aQG 2Qly *RG, and the Hereafter 
- and belonged to one community of ,slāP� notZithstandinJ the differenFes in the ritual�s� 
or the speFi¿F laZs ZhiFh Zere propounded in aFFordanFe Zith the e[iJenFies of the tiPe� 
locale, and the social context. 

It reminds of human’s origin from clay and recounts his development starting from a clot of 
blood and culminating in another Freation – µkhalkan ākhar’ – Ɩyāt ������ 7he opposition to 
the Pission and PessaJe of the 3rophets Ey the afÀuent� notaEles and poZerful is a reFurrent 
thePe – Ɩyāt ��� �� and ��� etF� 

The Sǌrah offers the folloZinJ direFt or inferred PessaJes�

� OEMeFtions raised Ey the poZerful and afÀuent aJainst the 0ission and 0essaJe 
of Prophet M uhammad�3� are not new. These were also raised against the former 
3rophets Ey siPilar Jroups ZhoP soPe of theP ¿nally aFknoZledJed as the 
M essengers of Allāh�(0�  – Ɩyāt ������ 

- People should take a warning from the consequences met by those communities 
and nations who rejected the M ission and M essage of their Prophets. 

- Success and prosperity in the worldly life is not a criterion of success in the Sight 
of Allāh�(0�. L ikewise, poverty and adversity is not an indication of Allāh�(0� ‘ s 
displeasure. The real criterion is acceptance of F aith or lack of it.

- F ollowers of falsehood shall be held accountable for their persecution of the 
believers. They would live the consequence of their motives and actions.  

� While 5eliJion of Allāh is the 5eliJion of ,slāP� people haYe fraJPented their 
rel igious affairs among themselves with various interpretations of this Religion and 
its correlatives. E ach sect rejoices what they possess by way of its tenets, dogmas 
and rituals, etc. But their hearts are puz z led, and they perform deeds driven by 
Zorldly tePptations – Ɩyāt ������ 

- Allāh�(0�  never burdens any person with religious injunctions and its obligations 
Pore than his�her FapaFity to endure – Ɩyah ��� 

- A universal commandment: Repel the eYil Zith Jood – Ɩyah ���
� OnFe death descends upon anyone it is not possible to be re-born for another 

worldly life;  thus, the concept of reincarnation is ¿rPly reMeFted – Ɩyāt ������� 
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- A person whose weight of deeds of righteousness is heavier in the scales, shall be 
successful;  and the one whose weight of deeds of righteousness is lighter in the 
sFales� shall haYe harPed hiP�herself – Ɩyāt �������� 7hus� it is the ZeiJht and not 
the number and frequency of deeds, where the weight implies sincerity of intention 
and sincerity of putting the intention into deeds of true righteousness. 

- Grand and awesome nature of the Hereafter will make their life in the world seem 
to theP µlike a day or part of a day’ – Ɩyah ��������

The Sǌrah Floses Zith Ɩyāt ������ Ey ZarninJ of the iPpendinJ 7iPe of )inal Judgment 
Zhen those Zith ÀaZed faith and folloZers of falsehood Zould FoPe faFe�to�faFe Zith 
the reality of their perdition, will wish to go back to the world for living a life of faith, 
truth and righteousness. 

,f , Zere to Fherry piFk a set of Ɩyāt froP this Sǌrah as a treasure containing Precious Divine 
7ruth� and for reÀeFtion� it Zould Ee Ɩyāt ������ ZhiFh are paraphrased EeloZ�

We are IXlly aware of all that they allege aJaLQVW yRX. 
So say in your prayer: 

µO 0y 5aEE� 
I seek refuge with Y ou from the evil incitements of the satans;
and� , also seek refuJe Zith <ou� O Py 5aEE�
lest they should ev en be present with me’ with HYLl PRWLYHV. 

Q .12:53 and 114:04 capture the same theme: 

� µ«« surely the soul is an instiJator of evil, except as my Rabb may show mercy 
aQG WhXV WhH VRXl GRHV QRW EHFRPH JXLlWy RI LQVWLJaWLRQ«��’

- I  seek pr otection with Allāh from the evil and v iciousness of Sat an and satan- l ike 
pe opl e, the inciter and enticer of temptations, pr om pt ing and fal sehood in heart as 
he did to A dam  and (YH � 4.20��20.

All of the Qur’ān is Elessed and full of ElessinJs� and there are parts of it aEout ZhiFh Ze haYe 
Eeen inforPed of their speFi¿F ElessinJs� One suFh Sǌrah is this� 7he Prophet�3� is reported 
by 1asā’Ư to haYe told his FoPpanions� µ-ust noZ ten Ɩyāt haYe Eeen reYealed on to Pe and 
anyone who follows them in letter and spirit Zill Jo to the heaYen�’ +e then reFited Ɩyāt ���
10. He is also quoted by QurtuEƯ and 0a]harƯ to haYe urJed upon the 0usliPs to reFite Ɩyāt 
����� �paraphrased aEoYe in Fherry piFk� freTuently in order to aYoid sudden Eursts of raJe 
ZhiFh are Faused Ey SataniF iPpulses� Or as the Prophet�3� may have said. 

This Sǌrah has tZo Ɩyāt FarryinJ the fraJranFe of the SaFred Divine Attributes:

- Blessed is Allāh� the Eest of Freators�
� We �Allāh� are not heedless of Our creation.  

This Sǌrah� Al�0u’Pinǌn� Zas reYealed in 0akkah� ,t Fonsists of ��� Ɩyāt and Fonstitutes 
beginning of the Part 18 of The Qur’ān� ZhiFh in turn FoPprises ����� Ɩyāt of uneTual lenJth 
and 30 Parts of equal length.
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Al�1ǌr

The Sǌrah takes its title froP the paraEle in Ɩyah �� – µAllāh is the /iJht of the heavens 
and the earth’� and its eFho in Ɩyah ��� Al�1ǌr� read as An�1ǌr� Peans µ7he /iJht’� or µ7he 
Radiance’, i.e. the L ight of Allāh�(0�  or ‘ the Radiance of F aith’. It deals with the mutual 
relations of the genders, and lays down certain rules for appropriate dress code, conduct and 
an individual’s right to privacy. 

Ɩyah ��� Falled Ɩyat�al�1ǌr� presents a Eeautiful illustration ZhiFh has JiYen rise to nuPerous 
mystical and symbolic interpretations: 

Allāh is the /iJht of the heavens and the earth;  
the L ight is like a niche in which there is a lamp, 
enclosed in an illuminating crystal glass, 
looking as if it were a pearl-like radiant star, 
fuelled from the oil of a blessed tree, 
FosPiF in its in¿nite luPinosity� FoPpounded and Pultiplied�  

One of the interpretations suJJests that this paraEle hiJhliJhts soPe of the Pain FharaFteristiFs 
of the Qur’ān� Allāh�(0�   is the source of enlightenment ( liJht�� 7he Qur’ān radiates Allāh�(0� 
µs 0essaJe �laPp�� 7houJh it is proteFted throuJh a Divine Decree, it has a transparent 
lanJuaJe �Jlass�� reÀeFtinJ a sPall portion of the 'iYine .noZledJe �radiant planet�� ,ts 
message is universal;  not limited to any language, race, or geography ( neither of the east nor 
of the Zest�� 

Those with open eyes may get its message even without showing much effort ( gives off light 
even if not touched by ¿re�� ,t has PeaninJ inside PeaninJ� PessaJe inside PessaJe �light 
upon liJht�� 5eFeiYinJ its PessaJe is a ElessinJ and its teaFher is Allāh�(0� Himself ( Allāh�(0� 
Juides ZhoPeYer�ZhoeYer +e Zish�es� to +is liJht�� 

In addition, parables of a mirage, the darkness beneath the waves of the sea, and lightening - 
Ɩyāt ��� �� and �� – ePploy the µsyPEolisP of light’ to describe the nature of human beings’ 
inner reality. 

,n speFi¿F� the Sǌrah JiYes the folloZinJ EindinJ PessaJes�

- M ales and females guilty of engaging in ‘ out-of-wedlock’ relationship must be 
ÀoJJed Zith a hundred lashes in puEliF� Zithout FoPpassion or syPpathy – Ɩyah ��� 

- F alse accusation of chaste women of adultery, without four eye witnesses, must be 
ÀoJJed Zith eiJhty lashes in puEliF � Ɩyah ���

- Spouses who accuse each other of adultery, and have no eye witnesses other than 
themselves, shall swear four times that s/ he is honest in accusation, punishment 
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is aYerted froP Zife�husEand� and� the ¿fth tiPe oath is to say that Allāh’s Furse 
be upon him/ her if s/ he has been a liar. Thus, ensuring equal justice to both, the 
husband’s accusation is to be regarded as proven if the wife refuses to take an oath 
to the Fontrary� and YiFe Yersa – Ɩyāt ������

- Do not force girls/ young women under your care into prostitution, if they wish to 
live in Fhastity «� And ZhosoeYer Zould forFe theP� then truly Allāh� after their 
haYinJ Eeen FoPpelled� Zill Ee )orJiYinJ and 0erFiful to theP – Ɩyah ���

- Allāh has proPised those of you Zho ¿rPly EelieYe in +is 8nshared 8nity� +is 
M essengers and the Hereafter, and the ones who do deeds of righteousness, that 
+e shall Fause theP to EeFoPe suFFessors to the land� and shall ¿rPly estaElish for 
them the reliJion ZhiFh +e has Fhosen for theP – the 5eliJion of submission to 
Allāh in all forPs and Panifestations � ,slāP� – Ɩyāt ��� ���

� 'eForuP for priYaFy at one’s hoPe – Ɩyāt ������

Ɩyah �� is paraphrased EeloZ�

� While WhH GrHVV FRGH haV EHHQ PaQGaWHG YLa 4.������ LW Pay EH QRWHG WhaW HlGHrly 
ladies, who are past the childbearing age, as wel l  as pas t the pr ospe ct of m arriage, 
incur no sin if they put-off their additional outer garments/ coverings, provided they 
too do not Àaunt� and PaNH aQy VhRZy display of their adornment in publ ic. But 
ev en so, to maintain modesty is better aV LW LV SrHIHraElH WhaW WhHy aEVWaLQ IrRP 
rHPRYLQJ aGGLWLRQal RXWHr JarPHQWV�FRYHrLQJV. 

,f , Zere to Fherry piFk a set of Ɩyāt froP this Sǌrah as a treasure containing Precious Divine 
7ruth� and for reÀeFtion� it Zould Ee a suPPary of the Ɩyāt paraphrased EeloZ�

� Ɩyāt ������ )aEriFatinJ and spreadinJ slander and unfounded allegations of 
immorality against chaste women and among the believers, without four eye 
witnesses, is a sinful crime, and for those who do so is grievous suffering in this 
world and in the Hereafter.

� Ɩyāt ������ ��� 'o not enter others’ houses Zithout e[pliFit perPission of their 
residents, and if you are told to go away, then just go away without making fuss.

� Ɩyāt ������ 0ales and fePales Pust alZays restrain their eyes�Ja]e or to turn it 
away from looking at the opposite gender, whom it is lawful for them to marry.

� Ɩyāt ������ )ePales Pust not e[pose� display or shoZ�off their Eeauti¿Fation in 
public;  they should draw their head-coverings or v eil s or shawl s over their bosoms 
to show modesty in dressing up.

The Prophet�3� is quoted by QurtuEƯ to state� Zhen asked� µ+aYe you seen your 5aEE"’ +e 
responded� µ, saZ /iJht’� ,En .athƯr Fites a +adƯth eYokinJ this Ɩyah� in ZhiFh 7he Prophet�3� 
prays: 

µO Allāh� 
Praise be to Y ou. 
Y ou sustain the heaven and the earth. 
Y ou are the L ight of the heaven and the earth and all therein’. 

Or as 7he Prophet�3� may have said.

History suggests that Syed ‘ 8Par Ein al�.hattāE�5A� , the Second Righteous &aliph �A' ���–
���� in suFFession to the Prophet�3� issued a special directive for teaching this Sǌrah to the 
believing females.
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This Sǌrah Farries a fraJranFe of the SaFred Divine Attributes which are not counted in 
traditional enumeration of 99: 

� Were it not for Allāh’s )aYor on you� and +is 0erFy� and that Allāh turns in 
)orJiYeness� Wise�

� Were it not for Allāh’s )aYour on you� and +is 0erFy� in this Zorld and the +ereafter� 
a great punishment would have befallen you for having engaged in gossip.

� Were it not for Allāh’s )aYor on you� and +is 0erFy� and that Allāh is .ind and 
Compassionate.

This Sǌrah� al�1ǌr� Zas reYealed in 0adƯnah� ,t Fonsists of �� Ɩyāt and is a part of the 3art 
18 of The Qur’ān� ZhiFh in turn FoPprises ����� Ɩyāt of uneTual lenJth and �� 3arts of 
equal length.
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Al�)urTān

The Sǌrah takes its title froP the e[pression µal�)urTān’ in Ɩyah ��� PeaninJ µ7he 
Differentiator’, as it differentiates between truth and falsehood, right and wrong, genuine 
and fake, and, thus, sets a standard of moral valuation for people at personal and societal 
level. Some translators have rendered the title as ‘ The Criterion’, ‘ The Deliverance’, and 
‘ The Divide’, etc.

7he e[pression of the title µAl�)urTān’ has also Eeen used as a naPe for 7he Qur’ān – 
Q .02:158, 03:04, 25:01, and the 7orah – Q�������

,nitial Ɩyāt� ������ respond to the disbelievers’ rejection of the message that the M essenger 
M uhammad�3� was conveying to his audience,  and that is why the Qur’ān Zas not reYealed 
all at onFe – Ɩyah ��� part of their denial is Panifest in their aYersion to use of the Divine 
Name  ‘ Ar-5ahPān’ – Ɩyāt ������   SeYeral Ɩyāt� ����� and ������ desFriEe horrors of the 
disbelievers as they call out to be destroyed rather than suffer the punishment of the Hell F ire, 
and as they are reEuked and denied Ey the entities�oEMeFts of their Zorship in this Zorld�  Ɩyāt 
35-40 remind us of the experiences of Prophets M oses and Aaron, 1oah – Pay Allāh�(0� bless 
them - and the M essengers assigned to al-Rass as they were mocked, ridiculed, denied and 
belied by their designated constituencies.

The Sǌrah propounds the Poral e[FellenFe of the )aithful Yi]�a�Yi] the )aithless� and states 
that the Divine M essage elevates its followers intellectually, morally and spiritually. It 
hiJhliJhts thirteen traits and haEits of 7he )aithful � Ɩyāt ������ as does Q���������� 

Ɩyah �� is espeFially siJni¿Fant in FonYeyinJ the PessaJe that at the 7iPe of )inal Judgment 
the Prophet M uhammad�3� would complain to his Rabb that his own followers had come to 
disregard Teachings of The Qur’ān�

The other messages, direct or implied, comprise the following:

� We reYealed 7he Qur’ān Jradually and in parts so as to anFhor it in your heart� 
where one part supports the other, and provides perfect guidance for every emerging 
situation – Ɩyah ���

� We destroy the FoPPunity that Eelies Our 0essaJe� the people of Pharaoh, Noah, 
CƖd� 7haPǌd� al�5ass� and Pany Jenerations EetZeen theP and after theP to this 
tiPe – Ɩyāt ������

- Do not follow the likes and dislikes of the disbelievers;  but strive against them with 
utmost striving by means of The Qur’ān� and Pake Jreat defense for the )aith – 
Ɩyah ���
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- Allāh PerJed the tZo larJe Eodies of ÀoZinJ water;  one palatable and sweet, 
and the other salty and bitter;  and between them He placed an invisible buffer, an 
iPpassaEle Earrier for the tZo Zaters to Fross – Ɩyah ��� 

- Allāh Freated the cosmos, the cel estial  spac e and the earth and all that is between 
them aQG EHyRQG in a six-day span of tim e;  and then established Himself on the 
Throne of A l m ightiness controlling all creation, al l  ex istence – Ɩyah ��� 

- He created great constellations/ stellar formations in the space, and placed in it a 
great radiant light of sun, and a Poon� as an illuPinatinJ reÀeFtion� And� +e Fauses 
the nighttim e and the daytim e to folloZ eaFh other – Ɩyāt ������ 

- The true servants of Ar-5ahPān� the /ord of ,n¿nite 0erFy� Zalk huPEly� keep 
composed and respond with words of peace when faced with hostility;  stay up 
far into the night in worshipful meditation;  spend without being wasteful;  never 
invoke any entity or object, besides Allāh� do not kill any human soul except by 
right;  never commit adultery �aQG IRrQLFaWLRQ);  do not testify to the falsehood;  and, 
ZheneYer they happen to FoPe aFross indeFenFy� they iJnore it Zith diJnity – Ɩyāt 
63-74.

,f , Zere to Fherry piFk an Ɩyah froP this Sǌrah as a treasure containing Precious Divine 
7ruth� and for reÀeFtion� it Zould Ee Ɩyah ��� ZhiFh is paraphrased EeloZ�

2 7hH )aLWhIXl!  
3ay QR hHHG� aQG do not follow the l ikes and disl ikes of the disbelievers;  
strive against them with this M essage of the 4Xr’āQ in a great striving, 
aQG PaNH JrHaW GHIHQVH IRr WhH )aLWh. 

This Sǌrah Farries a fraJranFe of the SaFred Divine Attributes: 

� Say� +e has sent it doZn – The 4Xr’āQ� Who knoZs Zhat is seFret in the cosmos 
and on the earth aQG WhXV +H LV AZarH RI yRXr WhRXJhWV aQG PRWLYHV. Truly, He is 
F orgiving, +H LV Compassionate.

� 7hus did We Pake for eYery 3rophet an enePy froP aPonJ the Juilty – satans 
RI WhH PaQ aQG WhH MLQQ ZhR ZRXlG PRFN aQG rLGLFXlH HVSHFLally WhH aIÀXHQW aQG 
SRZHrIXl aPRQJ WhHP. <et your 5aEE is Suf¿Fient as a *uide and a +elper�

- And Noah’s people, when they denied and bel ied the 0essenJers� We droZned 
them and made of them an example ( al - ‘I brah� for Pankind�

This Sǌrah� Al�)urTān� Zas reYealed in M akkah almost with Sǌrah ��� ,t FoPprises �� Ɩyāt 
Zith Ɩyah �� entailinJ prostration� ,t Fonstitutes tail end of the 3art �� – Ɩyāt ������ and 
earlier part of the 3art �� – Ɩyāt ����� of 7he Qur’ān� ZhiFh in turn Fonsists of ����� Ɩyāt 
of unequal length and 30 Parts of equal length.
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Al�ShuCarā’

The Sǌrah takes its title µAl�ShuCarā’ �plural of al�Shā’ir� froP Ɩyah ���� PeaninJ µ7he 3oets’ 
Zho played a siJni¿Fant role in pre�,slaPiF Arab culture but continued in a different form and 
altered PeaninJ� it is pronounFed as Ash�ShuCarā’ Zith stress on the sound µsh’� ,t leYels an 
attack on poets, whose words were often considered to have a magical or supernatural origin 
in satan or jinn, unlike The Qur’ān� Zhose oriJin is Allāh�(0�, and which was revealed through 
Archangel Gabriel�3� to the Prophet M uhammad�3�. 

It talks about the disEelieYers� then and noZ� as Zell as the present day Orientalists� Zho 
belittle Prophet M uhammad�3�, and the Qur’ān� ,t deFlares that the Qur’ān is neither an 
anthology of satanic verses nor is it poetry, and the Prophet�3� is not a poet. The Qur’ān is of 
the 'iYine OriJin� and M uhammad�3� is the Divine M essenger. 

The Sǌrah reFounts seYeral seJPents of saFred history of earlier 3rophets and nations in 
almost identical phrasing, rejection of the Divine M essage as a recurrent phenomenon, and the 
punishPent that afÀiFted for disoEedienFe of the 0essaJe� ,t is ePphasi]ed that all 3rophets 
presented the same teachings and reactions of the adversaries were the same. Consider the 
following:

- M oses�3�’ apprehensions and fears of confronting Pharaoh, his duel with sorcerers, 
and the exodus from E gypt leading out the ,sraelites� Ɩyāt ������

- Abraham�3� and his idolatrous people, and his prayer for forgiveness of his father, 
Ɩ]ar� Ɩyāt ������

- Noah�3�’s narrative with emphasis on his people aversion to the individuals of low 
soFial status Zho folloZed hiP in faith� Ɩyāt �������� 

� +ǌd�3� whose people were condemned for their pursuit of domination and worldly 
Jlory� Ɩyāt �������� 

- Sālih�3� Zhose people are FharaFteri]ed Ey their Paterial attaFhPent� Ɩyāt �������� 
- Accounts of L ot�3�’s people for their fornication with Pen� Ɩyāt �������� Sho’aiE 

�3� and the people of al�Aykah� Ɩyāt ��������  

The Sǌrah Fontains instanFes of Allāh�(0�’s Wrath as Zell as of +is 0erFy� 7he people are thus 
rePinded to deFide Zhether they Zould like to deserYe +is 0erFy or +is Wrath� +iJhliJhts� 
Zhether speFi¿F or iPplied� FoPprise the folloZinJ�

� While M oses had unwavering faith in Allāh � Ɩyah �� – he Zas a norPal human 
being with normal huPan Zeaknesses – Ɩyāt ������ and ��� 

- The Qur’ān has Eeen reYealed suFFessiYely by Rabb and brought down by Archangel 
Gabriel onto the heart of M uhammad. The E ssence of this Revelation was foretold 
in the former Scriptures of Abraham, M oses and -esus – Ɩyāt �������� 
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- The Qur’ān is a 'iYine Writ� it is not ErouJht doZn Ey sataniF spirits ZhiFh are 
neither worthy of it, nor have the power. In fact, the satanic spirits come down to 
eYery lyinJ sinner� and take hiP�her under their inÀuenFe� and thus ZeaYe falsehood 
aJainst the 7ruth – Ɩyāt ������� and ��������

- The People of Sālih killed the She�&aPel Erutally� so We sei]ed theP Zith a sinJle 
PiJhty Elast and they EeFaPe like FhippinJ of shruEs – Ɩyāt �������� 

- The People of L ot mocked his preaching and continued fornicating with men;  so 
We Pade an e[aPple of the perYerted Ey pourinJ doZn upon theP a deYastatinJ 
rain of stones - their destruction cam e about through a great HarWhTXaNH ZhLFh Pay 
haYH EHHQ aFFRPSaQLHG Ey H[SlRVLRQV� lLJhWQLQJ� LVVXH RI QaWXral JaV aQG JHQHral 
FRQÀaJraWLRQ – Ɩyāt ��������

� On the one Tuestion of )aith� no Fonsideration is to Ee JiYen to parents, ancestors 
or FoPPunities� 7he only Eond is the %ond of )aith � Ɩyāt �������� 

- Allāh is the One Who Freated Pe� +e Juides Pe and JiYes Pe food and drink. And 
Zhen , fall ill� +e restores Pe to health� ,t is +e Who shall Pake Pe die� and then 
ErinJ Pe EaFk to life� And it is also +e Who Zould forJiYe Py Pisdeeds at the 7iPe 
of F inal -udJPent � Ɩyāt ������

- Believe in Allāh’s 8nshared 8nity� ful¿ll reTuisites of the )aith� 5ePePEer +iP 
unFeasinJly� and defend yourselYes aJainst inMustiFe� � Ɩyāt ����

A siJni¿Fant aspeFt of this Sǌrah is its rhythPiF and poetiF nature and the repetition of Fertain 
Ɩyāt linkinJ theP toJether Ey shoZinJ that the fundaPental teaFhinJs and FhallenJes of the 
3rophets Zere the saPe� Ɩyah �� readinJ as µAnd surely your 5aEE� +e indeed is the 0iJhty� 
the Compassionate’ repeats itself 7 times between each episode to assure and reassure of 
Allāh’s SuprePe Authority and His Compassion towards those who endeavor to seek His 
F ace/ 3lHaVXrH.

,f , Zere to Fherry piFk a set of Ɩyāt froP this Sǌrah as a treasure containing Precious Divine 
7ruth� and for reÀeFtion� it Zould Ee Ɩyāt ��� and �������� ZhiFh are paraphrased EeloZ�

The People of Hijr belied their M essengers. 
This is when Sho’aib said to them: 
µWill you not Ee rHYHrHQWly mindful and obedient of Allāh’V fol l owing inj unctions: 

� alZayV JLYH IXll PHaVXrH aQG ZHLJhW; aQG 
� GR QRW FhHaW aQG EH RI WhRVH ZhR FaXVH lRVV WR RWhHrV Ey IraXG; aQG 
� LQ all yRXr GHalLQJV ZHLJh aQG PHaVXrH ZLWh FRrrHFW VFalHV; aQG 
� GR QRW FhHaW aQG GHSrLYH SHRSlH Ey ZHLJhLQJ lHVV WhaQ RI ZhaW rLJhWIXlly 

EHlRQJV WR WhHP� aQG WhHy Say IRr LW; aQG 
� WhXV� GR QRW aFW ZLFNHGly� aQG VSrHaG HFRQRPLF aQG FRPPHrFLal FRrrXSWLRQ LQ 

WhH laQG. 

%okhārƯ Tuotes 7he Prophet�3� to have said that Allāh�(0� has one hundred minus one Bl essed 
Names/ M aj estic Attributes, i.e. 99. This Sǌrah states three of the siJni¿Fant and oft repeated 
like the following:

- The Almighty and The &oPpassionate – HPShaVL]LQJ � WLPHV.
� 5aEE of all Worlds � HPShaVL]LQJ � WLPHV.

In addition, the imperative of ‘ Be Allāh�reYerent�’ repeats itself the saPe nuPEer of tiPes� 
SoPe Ɩyāt also Farry a fraJranFe of the SaFred Divine Attributes which are not enumerated 
in the traditional count of 99. 

This Sǌrah� Ash�Shu’ara’� Zas reYealed in 0akkah� ,t Fonsists of ��� Ɩyāt and Fonstitutes a 
part of the Part 19 of The Qur’ān� ZhiFh in turn FoPprises ����� Ɩyāt of uneTual lenJth and 
30 Parts of equal length.
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Al-Naml

The Sǌrah takes its title froP the Zord µAl�1aPl’ in Ɩyah ��� PeaninJ µ7he Ants’ – referenFe 
to the ‘ valley of ants’ through which Solomon’s army passed.  It is pronounced as ‘ An-Naml’. 
The Sǌrah is also referred to as 7ā SƯn� the tZo letters of AraEiF AlphaEet Zith ZhiFh Ɩyah 
01 starts.   

It opens with a reference to The Qur’ān as µJuidanFe and Jood neZs’ for the EelieYers – Ɩyāt 
01-02, and closes with a description of the Time of F inal -udJPent and the +ereafter – Ɩyāt 
87-90. 

The Sǌrah’s Pain thePe is the 7rue )aith� ¿rP belief in Allāh�(0�  – 7hH 2QH aQG 2Qly *RG, 
His Revelations, the Imperceptible, and the Resurrection. It illustrates examples from sacred 
history of those nations which resisted Allāh�(0�’s M essages and, thus, faced consequences 
of their disoEedienFe� ,t also doFuPents the PessaJe�s� that Solomon�3� got delivered to the 
Q ueen of Sheba;  and, M oses�3� deliverance to Pharaoh. Thus, it reveals a pattern of belief vs 
disbelief and consequences thereof.

SpeFi¿F or iPplied PessaJes of this Sǌrah FoPprise the folloZinJ�

- The F aithful are the ones who establish the daily Salāt�3rayers� pay out the annual 
=akāt� and EelieYe in the +ereafter� Zhereas those Zho do not EelieYe in the later� 
i.e. the process of accountability, their evil deeds are made to appear pleasing to 
theP – Ɩyah ��� 

- The Truth and the Nine M iraculous Signs presented by M oses to Pharaoh were 
Eelied and denied out of sheer arroJanFe – Ɩyāt ������

- Solomon was blessed with everything in life;  he made the Q ueen of Sheba realiz e 
that she had Eeen folloZinJ a ZronJ faith� ¿nally she suEPitted to Allāh – The O ne 
aQG 2Qly *RG – Ɩyāt ������ �� and ���

- Sālih preaFhed to people lost in iniTuities and evil;  they belied him;  so Allāh 
destroyed theP all – � rinJleaders and their folloZers in disEelief – Ɩyāt ������

- L ot’s people disobeyed him in his message not to fornicate with men;  they ridiculed 
him and threatened him;  they were all destroyed except for L ot and his daughters 
– Ɩyāt ������ 

- Never be distressed by those who plot against ,slāP� iJnore theP� keep on spreadinJ 
the L ight of the Qur’ān to those Zho are ready to reFeiYe it� notZithstandinJ that 
you cannot make those who live unconsciously void of the vitality of faith hear 
your Call, as also you cannot make the deaf of heart hear you, and the blind of heart 
see the wisdom of the M essage of the Qur’ān – Ɩyah ������ 

- As the L ast Hour approaches, the Trumpet shall sound heralding great horror, 
and all creatures in the Universe will panic, except those whom Allāh Wills� 

I / W e start by the Bl essed Name of Allāh� 
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Then, everyone shall come before Him in humility, and the ones with deeds of 
riJhteousness shall haYe a far Eetter reZard than their e[peFtations– Ɩyah ���

Ɩyah �� is one e[Feptional Ɩyah in the 7he Qur’ān that Farries µ%isPillāhi Ar�5ahPāni�r�
5ahƯP’ in its te[t� With this it FoPpensates the PissinJ µ%isPillāhi’ froP the EeJinninJ of 
Sǌrah ��� 7his e[tra µ%isPillāhi’ here� thus� FoPpletes the nuPEer of µ%isPillāhi’ EeinJ ��� 
ForrespondinJ to the total nuPEer of Sǌrahs�

Ɩyah �� Zith its Zord µdā’Eatan Pin�al�Ardh’ �sinJular�� PeaninJ µa liYinJ Freature froP 
the earth’, which may also imply either a creature coming out of earth or a creature made of 
earthly materials. I reckon that it can be a human being, but is generally understood to mean 
‘ a beast’. It has been a subject of numerous interpretations in the context of it being one of 
the four portents of the E nd-of-Time, the other three being the rising of the sun from the west, 
appearance of the 'aMMāl�AntiFhrist �AhādƯth reports Farried Ey ,En .athƯr� 5a]Ư� 7ha’laEƯ� 
7aEarƯ� QurtuEƯ and =aPakhsharƯ� and *oJ�0aJoJ �Q������� – the last tZo portents are also 
mentioned in the Torah and the Bible in the context of appearance of The M essiah. I wonder 
if it would be a parallel to ‘ The Beast out of the Sea’ and ‘ The Beast out of the E arth’ in The 
New Testament/ Revelation 13, based on the ‘ F our Beasts’ of The Torah/ Daniel 7?

,f , Zere to Fherry piFk a set of Ɩyāt froP this Sǌrah as a treasure containing Precious Divine 
7ruth� and for reÀeFtion� it Zould Ee Ɩyāt 80 and 81, which are paraphrased below:

Indeed, you cannot make the dead -  the GLVEHlLHYHrV GHSrLYHG RI WhH YLWalLWy RI IaLWh – 
hear yRXr Fall WR ,VlāP;  and
you cannot also make the deaf - depr iv ed of hearing the cal l  of truth -  hear the cal l  to 
,VlāP, 
once they turn their backs on you, aQG lHaYH LJQRrLQJ yRXr SrHaFhLQJ. 
And, you cannot lead the blind and confused of heart out of their fallacy aQG VWrayLQJ. 
I n fact, you can only get those to listen to your call, who are wil l ing to l isten and believe 
in Our 0essaJes� 
So it is they who are rHaGy WR VXEPLW WhHPVHlYHV WR 8V� aQG� WhXV arH WrXH M uslims. 
AQG LW LV RQly WhHy� ZhR GHVHrYH WR EH FallHG alLYH. 

Ɩyāt ��� ��� �� and �� Farry a fraJranFe of the SaFred Divine Attributes:

- Allāh – there is no entity for Zorship aQG FaQ QHYHr EH aQy except Him;  Rabb of the 
M ighty Throne.

- ,V +H not better Who Juides you in the darkness of land and sea – in wil derness, 
and Who sends the Zinds heraldinJ Jood neZs ahead of +is 0erFy – the rainfal l . 
Is there any entity for worship alongside Allāh" ([alted is Allāh� far aEoYe the 
partners they associate!

- Y ou Rabb is indeed Bestower of F avors to the people, but most of them are not 
VXI¿FLHQWly thankful WR +LP.

- Praise be to Allāh� +e Zill shoZ you +is SiJns aW WhH HQG RI yRXr WLPH, and you will 
recogniz e them. Y our Rabb is not oblivious of what they do. 

This Sǌrah� An�1aPl� Zas reYealed in 0akkah� ,t FoPprises �� Ɩyāt Zhere Ɩyah �� entails 
prostration� Ɩyāt ����� Pake a part of 7he 3art �� and Ɩyāt ����� Fonstitute initial part of 
The Part 20 of The Qur’ān� ZhiFh in turn FoPprises ����� Ɩyāt of uneTual lenJth and �� 
Parts of equal length.
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Al-Q asas

The Sǌrah takes its title froP the e[pression µal�Qasas’� plural of µal�Tissah’� in Ɩyah ��� 
which means ‘ The Narratives’;  some translators have rendered it as ‘ The Story’. 

It is almost entirely devoted to the narrative of M oses�3� which he shared with his future 
father-in-law in M idian, the present day Palestine, regarding his escape from E gypt. It 
runs parallel to that of Jacob, Rachel and L eah in the Torah/ Genesis 29-30. It features 
accounts of 0oses’ Fhildhood� re�uni¿Fation Zith his mother, early life, his call to be 
a PessenJer� and ¿nally his struJJle Zith Pharaoh with later’s claim to divinity and his 
boast about building a structure to climb up to heavens to encounter M oses’ Allāh�(0�  – 
Ɩyāt ������

M oses�3�’contemporary and an associate of 3haraoh and +aPān� Qārǌn�.orah is presented 
as the epitoPe of ZiFkedness� Zorldly e[traYaJanFe and pride – Ɩyah ��� ,t FonFludes Zith 
three scenes of the Time of F inal -udJPent – Ɩyāt ������ and a ¿nal Zord of enFouraJePent 
to the Prophet M uhammad�3� � Ɩyah ���

The Sǌrah deliYers the folloZinJ iPportant PessaJes�

- Allāh�(0� proYides the Zays and Peans for e[eFution of +is Will� +e so arranJed 
things that the Israelite boy, M oses, from whom the reign and life of Pharaoh was 
at risk, and because of which the newly born Israelite babies were put to death, it so 
turned out that Allāh�(0� made that very boy to grow up in his own house – Ɩyāt �� 
and 14.

- The F aithful must always remember how Allāh�(0�’s power intervenes to save 
the weak and overcome the powerful;  and how oppressors are destroyed, and the 
oppressed are aYenJed and ePpoZered – Ɩyāt ����� and ������

- M oses�3�’ narrative depicts the purely human aspects of his life which counteract 
any tendency on the part of the faithful to attribute super-human or semi-divine 
qualities to Allāh’s 3rophets – Ɩyāt  ��� ��� �� and ���

� We haYe Faused Our Word in the Qur’ān to reaFh theP in the Fontinuity of Our 
*uidanFe so that they Pay reÀeFt and take heed� 7hose to ZhoP We had sent 
the Torah before this Qur’ān� do EelieYe in it as Fontinuation of the saPe Divine 
*uidanFe – Ɩyāt ������

- It is not for you to bring someone you like to the Path of Guidance;  it is only in 
Allāh’s Fontrol ZhoeYer +e Zills to Ee Juided throuJh your teaFhinJ and preaFhinJ�  
And He knows best those who will follow the Path of *uidanFe – Ɩyah ���

,f , Zere to Fherry piFk a set of Ɩyāt froP this Sǌrah as a treasure containing Precious Divine 
7ruth� and for reÀeFtion� it Zould Ee Ɩyāt �� and ��� ZhiFh are paraphrased EeloZ�
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- Avert HYHry evil by means of al l  Jood – it is a cel ebrated attribute of a v irtuous 
EHlLHYHr. 

- The truth is that whoever you like to bring on to the P ath of G uidance, you cannot 
bring him/ her to Guidance, MXVW EHFaXVH LW LV QRW yRXr GXWy WR IRrFH )aLWh WhrRXJh 
VRPHRQH’V hHarW. 

- In fact, it is only in Allāh’s Fontrol� Who Juides ZhoeYer +e 3leases throuJh your 
teaching and motivation. 

- And He knows best those men and women, young and old, who are amenable to 
and will follow the Path of Guidance. 

The Sǌrah has oYerZhelPinJ fraJranFe of the SaFred 'iYine AttriEutes in its Ɩyāt� &onsider 
the following:

� ,ndeed� it is +e Who is the )orJiYinJ and the Compassionate.
- Indeed, it is I, Allāh� 5aEE of the Worlds�
- And who is more astray than the one who LV LQÀXHQFHG aQG follows his whim s and 

egotistical  desires without guidance from Allāh� Surely� Allāh does not Juide the 
people who are evildoers.

- Do not seek to foment corruption on the land. Surely, Allāh does not like the 
fomenters of corruption.

This Sǌrah� al�Qasas� Zas reYealed in M akkah preceding Sǌrah ��� and FoPprises �� Ɩyāt� 
It constitutes a part of the Part 20 of The Qur’ān� ZhiFh in turn Fonsists of ����� Ɩyāt of 
unequal length and 30 Parts of equal length.
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Al�CAnkaEǌt

The Sǌrah takes its title froP the Zord µal�CAnkaEǌt’ in Ɩyah ��� ZhiFh Peans µ7he She�
Spider’ ( male spider is Falled µankaE�� Zhere the Petaphor of the spider’s web is used as a 
symbol of the frailty of false beliefs, which, in the long run, are blown away by the winds of 
Truth. This evokes the central theme of the Sǌrah that human beings are not aware of the true 
nature of Allāh�(0�, and the Hereafter, and that in taking entities for worship other than Allāh� 
proverbial or metaphorical, they take the frailest of positions, and thus are not prepared for 
what will transpire in the Hereafter.

The Sǌrah Zas reYealed at a tiPe Zhen the disEelieYers Zere ¿JhtinJ aJainst ,slāP 
aggressively and the F aithful were subjected to severe persecution as is the present-day 
situation in K ashmir, M yanmar, Palestine, and elsewhere. Thus, the Sǌrah forti¿es the )aithful 
with patience and resistance, as well as encourages those weak in F aith. The disbelievers are 
Zarned not to inYite the fate that the antaJonists of the 7ruth e[perienFed throuJh aJes � Ɩyāt 
14-43. 

It begins by telling the believers that their faith or belief alone will not save them from the 
trials of this life� rePindinJ theP of the dif¿Fulties of this life� and that one Pust Fontinue to 
strive in the Cause of Allāh�(0�, since truth rarely prevails without great effort and saFri¿Fe� 
Ɩyāt ������ as dePonstrated Ey the e[perienFe of forPer M essengers and their missions.

Thus it recounts experiences of seven former M essengers, namely, Noah, Abraham, L ot, 
Sho’aib, 0oses� +ǌd� and Sālih – Pay Allah�(0�  bless them, and the negative and hostile 
response of their respeFtiYe FoPPunities � Ɩyāt ������ ,t also desFriEes the purifyinJ ef¿FaFy 
of The Qur’ān� Zhile reaf¿rPinJ its 7ransFendent SourFe – Ɩyāt ������

Other iPportant PessaJes� paraphrased� FoPprise the folloZinJ��

- Allāh initiated the proFess of creation and existence;  then, after its extinction, He 
will bring about the next existence with the 5esurreFtion�+ereafter – Ɩyāt ������ 

- Tell F ollowers of the F ormer Divine Scriptures that you believe in the Qur’ān as 
well as in the Torah and the ,nMƯl�%LElH. Y our Allāh and their Allāh is One and the 
same, 7hH 2QH aQG 2Qly *RG� and it is to +iP you suEPit – Ɩyah ��� 

- Argue with them in a decent manner HYHQ LI WhHy GR QRW GR VR except with the 
ZiFked aPonJ theP Zho are not reFeptiYe to Fourteous arJuPent – Ɩyah ���

- Believers would be put to the test WhrRXJh IHar aQG IaPLQH� HWF. to sift sincere 
EelieYers froP hypoFrite EelieYers – Ɩyāt ������ 

- Allāh shall erase sinful deeds for those Zho ¿rPly EelieYe LQ WhH 8QVharHG 8QLWy RI 
Allāh� WhH 5HVXrrHFWLRQ�+HrHaIWHr� and striYe to ful¿ll the reTuisites of their )aith – 
Ɩyah ��� 
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- Be good to the parents in m atters of l ov e, resp ect, and care, the limit of which should 
not Jo Eeyond the point Zhere it FoPes in FonÀiFt Zith your )aith – Ɩyah ���

- Noah’s experience with his people for almost a millennium highlights the point that 
duration of a Prophet’s M ission has nothing to do with its success or failure, since 
all Guidance is from Allāh – Ɩyah ��� 

- L ot’s preaching against fornication with Pen did not suFFeed� so We ErouJht doZn 
upon the perYerted a horror of destruFtion – Ɩyah ���

� Sho’aiE’s preaFhinJ aJainst Poral and FoPPerFial Forruption failed� so We sei]ed 
the dishonest Zith stunninJ Elast – Ɩyah ��� 

- Recite and preach the Qur’ān� estaElish the Salāt 3rayers as these restrain froP 
RXWraJHRXVly indecent and shameful acts. And, the Remembrance of Allāh is the 
Jreatest of all types of Zorship and deYotion – Ɩyah ��� 

- Prophet M uhammad neither read any Book nor ever wrote one;  otherwise, those 
who follow falsehood would have doubted the 'iYine OriJin and desFent of the 
Qur’ān – Ɩyāt ������

,nitial Ɩyah �� and FlosinJ Ɩyah �� are linked Zith a FoPPon denoPinator of µstriYinJ’� 
where efforts to strive with their souls against satanic temptations and in the Service of 
His Cause are rewarded with nearness to Allāh�(0� for thus having been guided, rightly and 
righteously. 

,f , Zere to Fherry piFk a set of Ɩyāt froP this Sǌrah as a treasure containing Precious Divine 
7ruth� and for reÀeFtion� it Zould Ee Ɩyāt �� and ��� ZhiFh are paraphrased EeloZ�

O  P rophe t 0XhaPPaG� 
Never have you ev er been abl e to read a D iv ine Book l ike the Torah and/ or the ,QMƯl�
Bibl e before 
this 4Xr’āQ ZaV rHYHalHG RQWR yRX� 
nor have you ever been abl e to write one with your own right or l eft hand;  
LI yRX haG EHHQ a lLWHraWH aQG GRQH VR� the F ollowers of F alsehood, who wish 
WR IalVLIy yRX, would have had a cause to doubt the D iv ine descent of the 4Xr’āQ. 
Rather, this 4Xr’āQ LV VHlI�HYLGHQW aQG Fonsists of enliJhteninJ Ɩyāt to the 
hearts of those endowed with true spi ritual  insight. 
And no one deliberately repudiates, negates or rej ects Our Ɩyāt other 
than the unj ust and wicked. 

Syedah ‘ Ɩ’ishah�5A� is stated to have reported that The Prophet�3� would recite this Sǌrah �� 
and the next Sǌrah �� toJether in his optional 3rayers� soPetiPes also FoPEined Zith Sǌrah 
��� &oPEininJ Sǌrahs �� and ��  Zould Ee so as the tZo are linked Ey the Divine Promise that 
‘ Truly, Allāh�(0�  is with the virtuous’ which ends Sǌrah ��� and the proPise at the EeJinninJ 
of Sǌrah ��� Ɩyāt ������ that µAt the 7iPe the EelieYers shall reMoiFe in Allāh�(0�’s Help’.

%okhārƯ Tuotes 7he Prophet�3� as having said that Allāh�(0� has one hundred minus one Bl essed 
Names/ M aj estic Attributes, i.e. 99. This Sǌrah lists a feZ�

- He is All-Hearing and All-K nowing. 
- Indeed, Allāh is AEoYe�the�1eed of the Worlds�
- Indeed, Allāh has the OYerpoZerinJ &ontrol eYerythinJ�
� ,ndeed� it is +e� Who is 7he AlPiJhty and 7he Wise�
- Indeed, Allāh is fully AZare of ZhateYer they inYoke Eeside +iP for +e is AlPiJhty� 

7he Wise�

This Sǌrah� al�CAnkaEǌt� Zas reYealed in 0akkah� ,t FoPprises �� Ɩyāt� of ZhiFh Ɩyāt ����� 
Fonstitute the tail�end of the 3art ��� Ɩyāt ����� Pake up initial part of the 3art �� of 7he 
Qur’an� ZhiFh in turn FoPprises ����� Ɩyāt of uneTual lenJth and �� 3arts of eTual lenJth�
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Al�C5ǌP

The Sǌrah takes its title froP Ɩyah ��� PakinJ a referenFe to 7he 5ǌP� naPely� 7he 
Byz antines/ The 5oPans� ,t is pronounFed as µAr�5ǌP’� ,t JaYe propheFy of future eYents 
where The Sassanid Persians’ victory over the Byz antine Christians was to be reversed within 
a few years. The prophecy was realiz ed in four years after the demise of The Prophet�3�, when 
military situation reversed, and later in AD 636 M uslim army defeated the Byz antine army 
at <arPǌk in a ¿erFe si[�day Eattle� and thus it ErouJht reMoiFinJ to the )aithful� ¿rst to the 
Christians against the Sassanid Persians and later to the M uslims against the Byz antine. 

Then the Sǌrah leads to its Fentral thePe� Allāh�(0� ‘ s Unshared Creative Power in the natural 
world and the inability of many human beings to appreciate them, because they follow caprice 
without knowledge. These are also an evidence of His benevolence and ability to raise the 
dead during the Time of Resurrection.

(ssenFe of +is &reatiYe 3oZer and Wonders is paraphrased EeloZ� 

- Bringing out the living from the dead, and the dead from the living;  giving life to the 
earth after its death� so Zill Pankind Ee ErouJht to life froP their JraYes � Ɩyah ���

- Creation of human being from dust and making their spouses for mutual comfort 
and affeFtion – Ɩyāt ������ 

- Diversity of huPan lanJuaJes and Folors – Ɩyah ��� 
- M aking sleep as a source of rest by nighttim e and making you seek livelihood by 

daytim e – Ɩyah ���
- M aking lightening arouse fear and hope, and sending winds and blessed rain to 

enliven human beings, liYestoFk and lifeless land – Ɩyāt ��� ��� ��� �� and ��� 
- Creation of the cosmos, the cel estial  spac e and the earth, and whatever is between 

these aQG EHyRQG – Ɩyah ���
� OriJinatinJ Freation and then ErinJinJ it EaFk – Ɩyah ���

,t is the Will of Allāh�(0� that human life in this world is to be an occasion to test their resolve 
to adhere to His Religion of ,slāP� 7hen� they shall die� and after a Fertain pre�deterPined 
time, they shall be resurrected to a new dimension of life, and held to account for the way 
they lived their lives. 

The following are some of the key messages, paraphrased:

� Stand ¿rP in deYotion � µhaQƯI’ � and practice to the True Religion of ,slāP as a Zay 
of life. This is the natural and upright Religion that Allāh has ePEedded in human 
nature – µWhH ¿Wrah’– Ɩyah ���

- Do not divide your religion in factions with each faction gloating over what was 
Zith theP – Ɩyah ��� 
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- Challenge the disbelievers to bring an evidence to substantiate the authenticity of 
their FlaiPs – Ɩyah ���

� WheneYer We Eless people Zith a taste of Our 0erFy� they e[ult in it� Eut 
Zhen hardship afÀiFts theP EeFause of their PotiYes and deeds� they TuiFkly 
grow despondent and begin to despair. Do they not realiz e that it is Allāh� Who 
outspreads the proYisions of life for ZhoPeYer +e Wills� as a test� and restriFts it� 
for ZhoPeYer +e Wills� as a trial" Ɩyāt ������

- Give to the one related to you by blood his due right, and to the poor, and be 
hospitaEle to the needy Zayfarer� and ePploy Zealth in a Must Panner – Ɩyāt ������

- As people have become oblivious of Allāh’s %lessinJs� Forruption� social 
FonYulsions� pollution and destruFtion of natural enYironPent has Àourished on�in 
the land and the sea due to their unbridled policies and actions. So He shall make 
them experience the consequences of some of their unbridled policies and actions 
evident in qualitative degradation of huPan life – Ɩyah ���

- Believers and disEelieYers Zill neYer Ee the saPe – Ɩyāt ������
� ,PportanFe of reÀeFtinJ on Allāh’s &reatiYe 3oZer – Ɩyāt ������
- Do not allow yourselves to be disheartened by those who are devoid of true faith for 

Allāh has sealed their hearts � Ɩyah ���
- Be patient and remain steadfast - Allāh’s 3roPise is true WhaW +H ZRXlG JLYH yRX WhH 

uppe r hand, and m ake the M essage of The 4Xr’āQ GRPLQaWH WhH :RrlG – Ɩyah ���

,f , Zere to Fherry piFk up an Ɩyah froP this Sǌrah as a treasure containing Precious Divine 
7ruth� and for reÀeFtion� it Zould Ee Ɩyah ��� ZhiFh is paraphrased EeloZ�

O  P rophe t 0XhaPPaG aQG 7hH )aLWhIXl�
So set your face, L.H. VWaQG ¿rP LQ GHYRWLRQ aQG FRPPLWPHQW� to the True Religion of 
,VlāP aV a Zay RI lLIH ± IrHH IrRP GRJPa� rLWXalV� hySRFrLVy aQG SRlyWhHLVP � GHPaQGLQJ 
RQly a VWaWH of submission to Allāh – 7hH 2QH aQG 2Qly *RG.  
This is the natural and upright Religion that Allāh ePEedded in human beings in pursuit 
of the truth. 
So adhere to it!
There can be no altering the phenomenon of natural disposition in Allāh’s desiJn of this 
creation. 
This is the Religion, the unswerv ing;  but most of the people do not realiz e it, and, hence 
rHPaLQ LJQRraQW RI WhH WrXWh.

%ayhaTƯ Tuotes a report froP Sayedah µƖi’shah�5A� that The Prophet�3� would perform the sun 
eclipse prayers reciting Sǌrah �� 
Al�AnkaEǌt in the ¿rst 5aka’a and this Sǌrah� Ar�5ǌP� in 
the second Raka’a. She is also reported to have stated that The Prophet�3� would recite these 
tZo Sǌrahs � �� and �� � toJether in his optional 3rayers� soPetiPes also FoPEininJ Zith 
Sǌrah ��� Or as she�5A� may have stated, and The Prophet�3� may have practiced.

AhPad iEn µAMiEah Paintains that FoPEininJ Sǌrahs �� and �� Zould Ee so as the tZo are 
linked by the Divine Promise that ‘ Truly, Allāh�(0�  is with the virtuous’ which ends Sǌrah 
29, and the promise at the beginning of Sǌrah ��� Ɩyāt ������ that µAt the 7iPe the EelieYers 
shall rejoice in Allāh�(0�’s Help’.

Ɩyāt ������ ��� ��� ��� �� and �� enuPerate Allāh’s 8nshared &reatiYe 3oZer�

� +e helps ZhosoeYer +e Will� and +e is the AlPiJhty� the Compassionate.
- Allāh Zould neYer ZronJ theP Eut they ZronJ thePselYes�
- Allāh ErinJs aEout the creation, then restores it at the tim e of resurrection, and then 

to Him you will be returned IRr ¿Qal MXGJPHQW.
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- Praise be to Allāh� The E x al ted, when you enter upon the evening ( reference to 
SalāW al�0aJhrLE) and when you rise at the morning ( reference to SalāW al�)aMr).

- His is the Praise in the heavens and the earth – Zhen the sun declines ( reference to 
SalāW al�µAVr) and when you reach the noon-tide ( reference to SalāW al�=Xhr).

This Sǌrah� Ar�5ǌP� Zas reYealed in 0akkah� ,t FoPprises �� Ɩyāt and Fonstitutes a part 
of Chapter 21 of The Qur’ān� ZhiFh in turn FoPprises ����� Ɩyāt of uneTual lenJth and �� 
Parts of equal length.
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/uTPān

The Sǌrah takes its title froP Ɩyāt ����� Zhere /uTPān� a pre�,slāPiF leJend of wisdom, 
is spoken of as counselling his son on succinct features of monotheism and social behavior. 
His teachings connect with teachings of The Prophet�3� in order to show that Allāh�(0� is the 
ultimate source for all wisdom and truth. Among its diverse themes, The Sǌrah e[tols the 
Signs of Allāh�(0�’s Power and Providence, and warns disbelievers of the certainty of the Time 
of F inal Judgment.

While foFus of the Sǌrah is on Zorship� oEedienFe� and Jratitude� its EeJinninJ Fan Ee seen as 
ÀoZinJ direFtly froP the last Ɩyah of the preYious Sǌrah in that EeinJ steadfast in adherinJ 
to ‘ The %ook of WisdoP’ and folloZinJ its JuidanFe are Zhat preYents one froP EeinJ 
disTuieted� Zhile folloZinJ µidle disFourse’ – Ɩyah �� � Zill lead to disTuiet�

The essence of /uTPān’s FounsellinJ FoPprise the folloZinJ paraphrased features�

- Do not ascribe partners with Allāh LQ +LV 8QLWy� 'LYLQLWy� 8QLTXHQHVV aQG &RPPaQG;  
for doinJ so is a terriEle sin – Ɩyah ���

- Respect parents;  your mother bore you from hardship to hardship, and weaning for 
tZo years – Ɩyah ���

� Whether a deed is Jood or Ead� insiJni¿Fant and hidden� Allāh shall ErinJ it to light 
for its MudJPent and reZard – Ɩyah ��� 

- E stablish the Salāt�Prayer – Ɩyah ���
� (nMoin the riJht and preYent the ZronJ� endure patiently ZhateYer Pay afÀiFt you 

– Ɩyah��� 
- Do not turn your face away from people in false pride and contempt;  do not walk 

about the earth arrogantly. Allāh does not take fanFy of any sZaJJerinJ snoE – 
Ɩyah ��� 

� %e huPEle in your Zalk and keep your YoiFe Podest Zhile FonYersinJ – Ɩyah ��� 

The Sǌrah Fontains the folloZinJ key 0essaJes�

� 3eople Zho enJaJe in idle talk Ey disputinJ Patters of Our 5eliJion so as to Pislead 
others from the Path of Allāh� and Pake a PoFkery of it shall haYe huPiliatinJ 
sufferinJ – Ɩyah ���

� WhosoeYer suEPits to Allāh� Zhile EeinJ riJhteous� has surely held fast to a handle� 
Post seFure – Ɩyah ���

� Were eYery tree on earth Ee Pade into pen� and ¿lled Zith seas and oFeans as ink� 
Zith seYen Pore seas and oFeans added to it as ink� the Words of Allāh’s 3raise and 
*ratitude Zould neYer Ee FoPpleted – Ɩyah ���
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- Allāh has enaEled you to deriYe Eene¿ts froP ZhateYer is in the cosmos, the 
cel estial  spac e, and the earth. Y et some people argue about Allāh’s e[istenFe and 
His Religion of ,slāP� Zithout knoZledJe – Ɩyah ���

- Stay mindful of your Rabb and fear the severity of The Time of F inal Judgment, 
when neither a parent would help his child, nor would a child help his parent. 
Certainly, Allāh’s 3roPise of the Resurrection after death and its correlatives is 
aEsolutely true – Ɩyah ��� 

- Do not let the comforts of this life, deceptive thoughts and temptations deceive you 
about Allāh Ey PakinJ you think that you shall not Ee held aFFountaEle – Ɩyah ���

- It is only Allāh Who knoZs the e[aFt tiPinJ of the /ast +our� and of the relieYinJ 
rain, and what the mothers’ wombs enfold, and what the future shall bring to a 
person, and in what land and state shall he die – Ɩyah ���

The Sǌrah leaYes an iPportant FoPponent of social message: people should support the 
community and maintain familial allegiances, but not to the detriment of their relationship 
with Allāh�(0�.
,f , Zere to Fherry piFk up an Ɩyah froP this Sǌrah as a treasure containing Precious Divine 
7ruth� and for reÀeFtion� it Zould Ee Ɩyāt ������ ZhiFh are paraphrased EeloZ�

And /uTPān Fontinued� 
- M y D ear Son!  
 E stablish the Salāt�Prayer. 
 And, enjoin to pr om ote the doing of what is right, v irtuous and good, and 
 forbid aQG Wry WR SrHYHQW WhH GRLQJ RI what is wrong, v ice and ev il , and
 have patience aQG HQGXrH VWHaGIaVWly with whatever may befall you.
 Truly, these three things -  enj oining good, forbidding ev il  and steadfastness-  

dem and great determ ination, 
 and are the most honourable traits. 
- And, do not turn your cheek/ face away from people in false pride and contempt, 

and 
 do not walk about arrogantly and with pride on earth.
 Indeed, Allāh does not take fanFy of any sZaJJerinJ snoE� 
- And, be humble in how you walk, and 
 keep your voice low while conversing, 
 for the ugliest of all voices is undoubtedly the braying of an ass.

1asā’i Tuotes Al�%arā’ of haYinJ reported� We prayed Salāt a]�=uhr Eehind 7he Prophet�3� 
and Ze Zould hear hiP reFitinJ Ɩyāt froP this Sǌrah /uTPān and Sǌrah ��� Al�'hariyāt�
%okhārƯ Tuotes 7he Prophet�3� to have said that Allāh�(0� has one hundred minus one Bl essed 
Names/ M aj estic Attributes, i.e. 99. Consider the following multi-dimensional aspect of the 
Sacred Attributes in this Sǌrah� 

� +e is the AlPiJhty� the All�Wise�
- Indeed, Allāh is AEoYe�All�1eed� 3raised�
- Indeed, Allāh is SuEtle� AZare�
- Indeed, Allāh is the Self�Suf¿Fient� the 3raised�
- Indeed, Allāh is AlPiJhty� All�Wise�
- Indeed, Allāh is All�/isteninJ� All�WatFhinJ�
- Indeed, Allāh is )ully�AZare of ZhateYer you do�
- Indeed, Allāh is the ([alted� the *reat�
- Indeed, Allāh is All�.noZinJ� All�AZare�

This Sǌrah� /uTPān� Zas reYealed in 0akkah� ,t FoPprises �� Ɩyāt and Fonstitutes a part 
of the Part 21 of The Qur’ān� ZhiFh in turn FoPprises ����� Ɩyāt of uneTual lenJth and �� 
Parts of equal length.
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Al-Sajdah

The Sǌrah takes its title µAl�SaMdah’� pronounFed as µAs�SaMdah’� froP Ɩyah ��� PeaninJ 
‘ The Prostration.’ It is also known to some as Sǌrah Al�0adāMi’� PeaninJ µ7he %eds’ in 
reference to those who leave their beds in wee hours of the night to devote themselves to the 
Remembrance of Allāh – Ɩyah ���

At its outset, the Sǌrah sets out the prinFipal oEMeFtiYe of the Divine Revelation of The Qur’ān� 
It is The Truth from your Rabb. 
Its purpose is to warn people to 
ZhoP no Warner had Eeen assiJned before M uham m ad from  
the tim e of I shm ael , so that they Pay reÀeFt and 
aFt upon its teaFhinJs and Ee Juided ariJht � Ɩyah ���

The Sǌrah FoYers the PaMor thePes of 7he Qur’ān in a suFFinFt Panner� ,t e[tols Allāh�(0�’s 
8nshared 3oZer as 7he &reator – Ɩyāt ������ and defends the FoPinJ of 7he Resurrection, 
Ɩyāt ������ aJainst the oEMeFtions raised Ey the disbelievers, whose fate is contrasted with the 
ultiPate YindiFation of EelieYers – Ɩyāt ������ 

Ɩyah �� raises an interestinJ phenoPenon� µ+e direFts the affairs froP +eaYen to (arth� then 
it ascends to Him in a day whose measure is as a thousand years of that which you reckon’.  
Q .10:03, 31 and 13:02 describe that Allāh direFts the affairs� PakinJ it to desFend froP the 
highest heaven to the lowest level of earth «’ 7his Pay iPply tZo sFenarios� ¿rst indiFatinJ 
the difference between ‘ duration’ in the spiritual world and that in the world of form and 
matter;  second, the velocity of the divine ruling in terms of km/ day.

All Divine M issions in huPan history Zere speFi¿F to a FoPPunity� loFale and tiPe� 
However, the Divine M ission assigned to Prophet M uhammad�3� was different: it was, it is 
and it shall always be universal and eternal. Any denial of its teachings and laws would lead 
to deep reJrets � Ɩyah��� 

At the Time of M eeting with their Rabb, if you could only see 
the criminals, JXLlWy RI GLVEHlLHI aQG a lLIH IXll RI VLQ� 
their heads lowered down in sham e and regret, pleading:
O O ur Rabb!
We haYe noZ seen the reality of truth� and are ready to Ee oEedient�
So NLQGly send us EaFk to the life of the Zorld� so that Ze ful¿l the 
requisites of True F aith by acting righteously.
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+oZeYer� it Zould Ee too late to Eene¿t Ey aFknoZledJinJ the truth� 7he Sǌrah asserts that a 
believer, PX’PLQ’, and a disbeliever, IāVLT� Fan neYer Ee alike � Ɩyah ��� EeFause the EelieYers 
leave their beds in wee hours of night to devote themselves to the Remembrance of Allāh Zith 
fear of any unintended disobedience, and with hope of His M ercy and Compassion, and, they 
unreTuitedly spend on others froP ZhiFh We proYide for theP� tim e, weal th and knowl edge 
– Ɩyah ��� 

One of the FontePporary proElePs is that 5eliJious AFts of Worship� like the Salāt�3rayers 
and the F asting, etc. and their demands, are not only neglected but actively discouraged and 
ridiculed. The Sǌrah refers to this situation in stronJ terPs� sayinJ � Ɩyah ��� 

And who is more wrong than the one, who, 
when reminded rHSHaWHGly of Rabb’s Teachings in The 4Xr’āQ� 
turns away in aversion and disgust?  
We shall Fertainly Zreak YenJeanFe upon suFh FriPinals�

,f , Zere to Fherry piFk up an Ɩyah froP this Sǌrah as a treasure containing Precious Divine 
7ruth� and for reÀeFtion� it Zould Ee Ɩyah ��� paraphrased aEoYe�

7irPidhƯ Tuotes -āEir as sayinJ that 7he Prophet�3� would not sleep before reciting this Sǌrah 
Sajdah and Sǌrah ��� Al�0ulk� eYery night. And that he would recite this Sǌrah and Sǌrah ��� 
Al�,nsān� durinJ the Salāt al�)aMr�0orninJ 3rayers on )ridays� 7hese reports are also Farried 
Ey SuyǌtƯ and QurtuEƯ�

All of the Qur’ān is Elessed and full of ElessinJs� and there are parts of it aEout ZhiFh Ze haYe 
Eeen inforPed of their speFi¿F ElessinJs� One suFh Sǌrah is this� =aPakhsharƯ Farries tZo 
reports in .ashshāf� TuotinJ 7he Prophet�3� that �i� µZhosoeYer reFites�reads Alif� /āP� 0ƯP� 
7an]Ưl �this Sǌrah� and 7aEarakalla]Ư Ei�yadihil 0ulk �Sǌrah al�0ulk� Zould Jet as PuFh of 
a reZard as if he has prayed in the 1iJht of Qadr�’ �ii� µZhoeYer reFites�reads Alif� /āP� 0ƯP� 
7an]Ưl �this Sǌrah� in his house Zould preYent the Shaytān enterinJ the house for three days.’ 
Or as 7he Prophet�3� may have said.

%okhārƯ Tuotes 7he Prophet�3� of having said that Allāh�(0� has one hundred minus one 
Bl essed Names/ M aj estic Attributes, i.e. 99. This Sǌrah states three of these� 7he .noZer 
of the Unseen, the Almighty, the Compassionate. In addition, the Sǌrah has soPe Ɩyāt Zith 
fragrance of the Sacred Divine Attributes which are not enumerated in the traditional count 
of 99. 

This Sǌrah� al�SaMdah� Zas reYealed in M akkah immediately after Sǌrah ��� ,t FoPprises �� 
Ɩyāt Zhere Ɩyah �� entails prostration, and constitutes a part of the Part 21 of The Qur’ān� 
ZhiFh in turn FoPprises ����� Ɩyāt of uneTual lenJth and �� 3arts of eTual lenJth�
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Al-Ah]āE

The Sǌrah� µal�Ah]āE’� plural of µal�hi]E’� takes its title froP Ɩyah ��� PeaninJ µ7he Allies’� 
or as some translators have rendered it ‘ The Confederates’, ‘ The Parties’,  ‘ The F actions’, 
etc. It refers to the 27-day siege of the city of 0adƯnah Ey oYer ������ PisJuided enePies 
of ,slāP – µ7he Allies’ �  tailed toJether in aniPosity aJainst 7he Prophet�3�, his M ission, 
and around 3,000 M uslim F aithful. Thus, the title implies ‘ The Allied F orces’. The event is 
also termed as the ‘ Battle of Trench’ as a trench, approximately 3.5 miles long, was dug in 
the northern outskirts of 0adƯnah as a strateJiF defense Peasure� A heaYy sandstorP lastinJ 
several days dented the Allies’ morale and they left.  Thus the siege ended. It was AD 627.

Ɩyāt ����� paint an iPaJe of alarP aPonJ the M uslims in 0adƯnah� triJJered Ey the sieJe� 
+oZeYer� their reaFtions and responses differed – Ɩyāt ����� and ������ 7he tiPe Zas 
e[trePely dif¿Fult and the distinFtion EetZeen 0usliP�EelieYers and 0usliP�hypoFrites Zas 
decisive.

The issues considered in the Sǌrah relate to� status of 7he Prophet�3�, rules for social behavior 
for The Prophet�3�’s honorable wives�5A� and their dress code, adoption of children, marrying 
former spouses of adopted children, dress code for female believers, polygamy, and overall 
organiz ation of the M uslim Community, etc.

The Sǌrah hiJhliJhts three points� paraphrased EeloZ�

- It emphasiz es the value and superiority of religious bondage by saying: The Prophet 
M uhammad is closer to and has more claim on The F aithful than they have on 
thePselYes � Ɩyah ��� and VHHLQJ WhaW hH LV WhH µSSLrLWXal )aWhHr’ WR WhHP� his wives 
are as their ‘ Spi ritual  0others’ � Ɩyah ��� 

- Allāh�(0� pays a huge tribute to His Prophet by stating: Allāh and +is Angels alZayV 
shower blessings on The Prophet M uhammad. So LW LV PaQGaWRry XSRQ yRX WR 
invoke Allāh’s ElessinJs upon hiP� and suEPit to hiP in ZholesoPe oEedienFe� or 
JrHHW hLP ZLWh a ZRrWhy ValXWaWLRQ – Ɩyāt ���

- Allāh�(0� gives a stern warning to all those who show disrespect to His Prophet: 
Those who cause offence to Allāh and +is Prophet M uhammad through disrespect 
and blasphemy of Allāh�(0�’s Word and Prophet’s M ission are cursed by Allāh�(0�  
in this world and in the Hereafter, and He has prepared humiliating suffering 
espeFially for theP – Ɩyah ��� 

The objective of The Allied F orces of AD 627 (‘al - Ah]āE’� and µthe 1A7O Allied )orFes’ 
of AD 2017 ( (‘al - Ah]āE’) appears to Ee the saPe – dePolish ,slāP and eliPinate M uslims. 
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Interestingly, the number of combat forces on both sides remain the same. They were 
unsuccessful then, they shall be unsuccessful now, with Allāh’s support� for +e is the All 
Commanding, the All Powerful. 

,n addition to af¿rPinJ that 7he Prophet�3� is ‘ a witness’, ‘ a warner’, ‘ a bearer of good news’, 
and ‘ one who calls unto Allāh’ – Ɩyāt ������ as do Pany other passaJes of 7he Qur’ān� this 
Sǌrah refers to hiP as µ7he Seal of the 3rophets’ – Ɩyah ��� and µa luPinous laPp’ – Ɩyah ���

Ɩyāt ����� haYe Eeen piFked up to serYe as a Juideline for 0usliP women, especially young 
ZoPen and Jirls Zith reJard to tZo aspeFts� �i� not to speak entiFinJly Zhile FonYersinJ Zith 
the opposite gender lest anyone of them should become infatuated towards you;  and �ii� Zhile 
being outdoors, do not display your adornments to provoke and entice the opposite gender.  

,f , Zere to Fherry piFk up an Ɩyah froP this Sǌrah as a treasure containing Precious Divine 
7ruth� and for reÀeFtion� it Zould Ee a EunFh of Ɩyāt ������ ZhiFh are paraphrased EeloZ�

� O WiYes of 7he Prophet M uham m ad!  
 Y ou are not the like of any other married women as you are virtuous and truly pious, 

and, WhXV aFW ZLWh aZarHQHVV RI yRXr VSHFLal VWaWXV; so do not speak enticingly 
while conversing with men whom you could legally marry lest anyone of them, in 
whose heart is a sickness, should become infatuated towards you;  but speak in an 
appropriate manner WR aYRLG PLVXQGHrVWaQGLQJV� EH FhaVWH LQ VSHHFh.

- And remain in your homes, and if you do have to go out for a pur pos e, then do 
not display your adornments, as was the case with women in the pagan times 
of ignorance, And establish your GaLly Salāt�3rayHrV LQ SrHVFrLEHG PaQQHr aQG 
at designated tim es, and pay out the mandatory =akāt for self�puri¿Fation� and                
obey Allāh and +is )LQal Prophet 0XhaPPaG LQ ZhaWHYHr WhHy FRPPaQG. Allāh 
only wishes to cleanse you of any blemish, and to make you pure with utmost 
purity. 

- O  M em bers of the 3rRShHW’V +RXVHhRlG� 
 And commemorate whatever is recited in your homes of Allāh’s 5eYelations in The 

4Xr’āQ� and 7he WisdoP� 
 Indeed, Allāh is All�SuEtle NQRZLQJ ZhaWHYHr LV LQ yRXr hHarWV� aQG All-Aware of 

yRXr rLJhWHRXVQHVV. 

%ased upon Ɩyāt� �� and ������ and Pany AhādƯth� loYe for 7he Prophet�3� and his household 
has long been regarded as a foundational component of faith. In the words of The Prophet�3�: 
‘ L ove Allāh�(0� for how He nourishes you with His Blessings;  love me for the love of Allāh�(0� ;  
and loYe the people of Py household for the loYe of Pe’� Or� as 7he Prophet�3� may have said. 

All of the Qur’ān is Elessed and full of ElessinJs� and there are parts of it aEout ZhiFh Ze haYe 
Eeen inforPed of their speFi¿F ElessinJs� One suFh Sǌrah is this� =aPakhsharƯ Farries a report 
in .ashshāf TuotinJ 7he Prophet�3�� µWhosoeYer reFites�reads Sǌrah Al�Ah]āE and teaFhes it 
for practice to his family and dependants would be saved from severity of the pangs of his 
JraYe�’ Or as 7he Prophet�3� may have said.

+ārithah Ein 0udarraE is reported to haYe said� Syed 8Par Ein .hattāE�5A�, the second 
righteous caliph in succession to The Prophet, wrote to us ‘ L earn Sǌrah Al�1isā� Sǌrah Al�
Ah]āE and Surah Al�1ǌr�’ 

%okhārƯ Tuotes 7he Prophet�3� to have said that Allāh�(0� has one hundred minus one Bl essed 
Names/ M aj estic Attributes, i.e. 99. This Sǌrah presents seYeral of these in FoPEination Zith 
each other: 

- Indeed, Allāh has alZays Eeen and is 7he .noZinJ� 7he Wise�
- Indeed, Allāh has alZays Eeen and is F ully-Aware of whatever you do.
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- Indeed, Allāh has alZays Eeen and is F orgiving, Compassionate.
- Indeed, Allāh has alZays Eeen and is Zith OYerpoZerinJ &ontrol� AlPiJhty�
- Indeed, Allāh has alZays Eeen and is Powerful over all things.
- Indeed, Allāh has alZays Eeen and is Subtle, Aware.
- Indeed, Allāh’s &oPPand has alZays Eeen and is a decree determined.
- Indeed, Allāh has alZays Eeen and is K nowing, F orbearing.
- Indeed, Allāh has alZays Eeen and is F ully-Aware of everything. 

This Sǌrah� al�Ah]āE� Zas reYealed in 0adƯnah after the %attle of al�Ah]āE�7renFh� A' ���� 
and FoPprises �� Ɩyāt� ,t Fonstitutes tail end of 3art �� and initial part of 3art �� of 7he 
Qur’ān� ZhiFh in turn FoPprises ����� Ɩyāt of uneTual lenJth and �� 3arts of eTual lenJth�
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SaEāC

The Sǌrah takes its title froP Ɩyah ��� ZhiFh is in referenFe to the 3eople of SaEā’ �the 
%iEliFal SheEa� froP the Petropolis of <ePen� 7hey are Fited as an e[aPple of poZer� 
wealth and glory. The message is that once Allāh’s JraFe and ElessinJs are Zithheld froP 
a community, then social strife sets in, religious norms get eroded, and realiz ation of the 
FonFept of aFFountaEility in the +ereafter fades into insiJni¿FanFe� 

The following paraphrased passages explain the phenomenon of social decline, moral 
decadence and the ultimate fate:

� We did not send a Warner to any FoPPunity� e[Fept that its inÀuential sayinJ� We 
do not believe in any 'iYine 0essaJe� And We are Pore poZerful than you as Ze 
haYe Pore Zealth and afÀuenFe � Ɩyāt ������

� ,ElƯs used theP to proYe the truth of his FhallenJe that he Fould Forrupt huPankind� 
and they all folloZed hiP� e[Fept for a Jroup of true EelieYers� And yet ,ElƯs did 
not have any real power over the People of SaEā’. He was only able to corrupt them 
EeFause We had alloZed hiP to do so in order to distinJuish those Zho aFtually 
EelieYed froP those Zho did not � Ɩyāt ������

- People of SaEā’ ZronJed thePselYes� So� in the end� We Pade of theP e[ePplary 
lessons in soFial narratiYes� And We dispersed theP all oYer the reJion aZay froP 
their hoPeland � Ɩyah ���

The Sǌrah de¿nes the liPits and liPitations of human intellect, wisdom and insight as well as 
human helplessness against The Divine: 

How little do they know of what lies between their hands, 
L.H. NQRZQ WR WhHP, and what lies behind them, 
L.H. QRW NQRZQ WR WhHP of the cosmos, the cel estial  spac e and the earth?  
,f We should Will� We Fould either Fause the earth 
to swallow them in an HarWhTXaNH, or cause pieces from 
the cosmos to fall down upon them Ey Zay RI PHWHRrV� 
PHWHRrLWHV aQG FRVPLF rayV� and destroy theP � Ɩyah ���

The Sǌrah relates tZo aFFounts of a father and a son: David�3� and Solomon�3�, both assigned 
with Divine M issions as well as worldly power, grandeur and a kingship that no other king 
eYer Jot – Ɩyāt ������ 

The opening paragraph asserts that once Allāh�(0�’s grace and blessings are withheld from a 
community, then social strife sets in, religious norms start getting eroded, and realiz ation of 

I / W e start by the Bl essed Name of Allāh� 
7he ,n¿nitely 0erFiful to al l , The E ver-Compassionate WR HYHryRQH.
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the FonFept of aFFountaEility in the +ereafter fades into insiJni¿FanFe� One Zonders if Ze 
are noting the symptoms of these traits in our societies. And if so, then there is a need for re-
visiting our social narratives.

,f , Zere to Fherry piFk up an Ɩyah froP this Sǌrah as a treasure containing Precious Divine 
7ruth� and for reÀeFtion� it Zould Ee Ɩyah ��� ZhiFh is paraphrased EeloZ�

And it is neither your riches nor the nobility of your family in this l ife 
that will bring you near to Us in closeness;  
but it is only the one who believes LQ WhH 8QVharHG 8QLWy aQG 8QLTXHQHVV RI Allāh�
the R esurrection and its correl ativ es, and 
IXl¿lV WhH rHTXLVLWHV RI IaLWh Ey doing deeds of righteousness 
shall bring one near to Us. 
As for them, the reward for their deeds of righteousness shall be doubled. 
And they shall live in the Celestial Chambers of Paradise, in peace and serenity
from every suffering and tension.

%okhārƯ Tuotes 7he Prophet�3� to have said that Allāh�(0� has one hundred minus one Bl essed 
Names/ M aj estic Attributes, i.e. 99. Some of these appear in this Sǌrah�

� And +e is 7he Wise� 7he Well�AZare�
- And He is The Compassionate, The F orgiving.
- And your Rabb guarding over all things.
- And He is The E xalted, The Great.
- And He is The Best of Providers RI yRXr VXVWHQaQFH.
- He is Best Aware of The Unseen.
- Indeed, He is L istening and Near.

In addition, the Sǌrah has soPe Ɩyāt Zith oYerZhelPinJ fraJranFe of the SaFred Divine 
Attributes that are not enumerated in the conventional count of 99. 

This Sǌrah� SaEā’� Zas reYealed in M akkah before Sǌrah �� and FoPprises �� Ɩyāt� ,t 
constitutes a part of the Part 22 of The Qur’ān� ZhiFh in turn FoPprises ����� Ɩyāt of uneTual 
length and 30 Parts of equal length.
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)ātir

The Sǌrah reÀeFts its title of a 'iYine AttriEute� )ātir� Pentioned in Ɩyah ��� PeaninJ µ7he 
&reator’� µ7he OriJinator’� µ7he ,nitiator’ of the entire e[istenFe� 7he Sǌrah Farries another 
title of Al�0alā’ikah as Zell� plural of µal�Palak’� PeaninJ µ7he Angels’, also mentioned in 
Ɩyah ��� 

Almost whole of The Sǌrah deals Zith Allāh�(0�’s unique and unshared power to create, re-
Freate and resurreFt� as Zell as Zith +is haYinJ reYealed +is Will throuJh +is 3rophets for 
those who stand in Awe of Him. It opens with a universal truth:

WhateYer ElessinJs and faYours Allāh Pay open up for a people� of rain, p rov isions or 
wel l - being, no one can hold it back, and whatever of these He may hold back, no one, 
other than Him, can confer. 
Ɩyah ���

It then shifts to address The Prophet�3�, consoling him with the reminder that former 
0essenJers also faFed reMeFtion and PoFkery – Ɩyāt ������

K ey highlights of The Sǌrah are paraphrased EeloZ�

- All the Praise be to Allāh�(0� Who e[erFises AEsolute 3oZer oYer all thinJs� +e is 
The Creator of the cosmos, the cel estial  spac e and the earth;  He is The M aker of 
Angels with wings/ duties, double and triple and quadruple;  He increases and adds 
to the sFope� ranJe and Yariety of +is &reation as +e Wills � Ɩyah ���

- Good words in m atters of faith as wel l  as in general  conv ersation rise up to Him, 
and that one is thus rewarded for them , and He elevates the status of righteous 
conduct for it is put ting faith into action – Ɩyah ���

� WhosoeYer desires honour for hiPself should knoZ that all honor is for Allāh�(0�, 
so let hiP seek it froP +iP throuJh deYotion and oEedienFe � Ɩyah ���

- No one shall bear the burden of sin of others GXrLQJ WhH 7LPH RI )LQal -XGJPHQW� L.H. 
WhH MXGJPHQW IallV RQ LQGLYLGXalV� ZhRP QHLWhHr IaPLly QRr IrLHQGV FaQ hHlS ± Ɩyah 
18. �7hLV LV aQ LPSlLFLW rHMHFWLRQ RI WhH &hrLVWLaQ GRFWrLQH RI µYLFarLRXV aWRQHPHQW’.)

- Say: L et me see the alleged partners, HQWLWLHV aQG SRZHrV� LQ 8QLWy� 'LYLQLWy aQG 
8QLTXHQHVV that you worship and invoke instead of Allāh" 

- Show me: 
 ZhaW LV LW WhaW WhHy haYH HYHr FrHaWHG RQ WhLV earth; or 
 GR WhHy haYH aQy SarWQHrVhLS ZLWh Allāh LQ FrHaWLQJ aQG JRYHrQLQJ WhH cosm os 

and/ or in the real m  of creation of the par adise, the hel l , etc; or 
 hav e W e ev er granted them  a D iv ine AXWhRrLWy IrRP ZhLFh WhHy FaQ SrHVHQW 

ev idence in suppor t of their assertion that there are entities for worship instead 
of Allāh" 1R� Ɩyah ���

I / W e start by the Bl essed Name of Allāh� 
7he ,n¿nitely 0erFiful to al l , The E ver-Compassionate WR HYHryRQH.
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- If Allāh�(0� were to punish people and subject them to the consequences of their 
motives and conduct immediately, then He would not leave a single human being 
on earth. Instead, He grants them respite for a period of time, set by Him, to repent 
and reforP � Ɩyah ���

The Sǌrah Floses Zith the different fates aZaitinJ EelieYers and disbelievers. 

,f , Zere to Fherry piFk a set of Ɩyāt froP this Sǌrah as a treasure containing Precious Divine 
7ruth� and for reÀeFtion� it Zould Ee Ɩyāt �� and ��� ZhiFh are paraphrased EeloZ�

WhateYer ElessinJs and fav ours Allāh Pay open up for a people� of rain, pr ov isions or 
wel l - being, no one can or is abl e to hold it back, and 
whatever of these He may hold back, there is not one, RWhHr WhaQ +LP, who can or is 
abl e to confer, 
for He is The Almighty ZLWh ,rrHVLVWLElH 3RZHr LQ +LV hRlGLQJ EaFN� aQG 7he All�Wise 
in whatev er 
+H RSHQV XS IRr a SHRSlH. 

Good words in m atters of faith as wel l  as in general  conv ersation rise up to Him and 
that one is thus rewarded for them , and He elevates the status of righteous conduct for it 
LV SXWWLQJ IaLWh LQWR aFWLRQ. 

%okhārƯ Tuotes 7he Prophet�3� to have said that Allāh�(0� has one hundred minus one Bl essed 
Names/ M aj estic Attributes, i.e. 99. These 99 Names are well known but varyingly enumerated 
including the following in this Sǌrah� 

- All Praise be to the OriJinator of the cosmos and the earth.
- Indeed, Allāh is All�3oZerful oYer all thinJs�
� +e is 7he AlPiJhty� 7he All�Wise�
� ,s there a &reator other than Allah Who proYides you l iv el ihood from the cosmos 

and the earth?  There is no entity for worship except Him.
- Indeed, Allāh is )ully�AZare of ZhateYer they do�
- Indeed, Allāh is AlPiJhty� )orJiYinJ�
- Indeed, He is F orgiving, Appreciative.
- Indeed, Allāh is )ully�AZare and (Yer�WatFhinJ�
� ,ndeed� +e is )ully�AZare of ZhateYer is Zithin hearts – seat of knowl edge and 

XQGHrVWaQGLQJ.
- Indeed, He has always been aQG Vhall alZayV EH F ully-Aware and Powerful.
- Indeed, He has always been aQG Vhall alZayV EH watching His servants.

This Sǌrah� )ātir� Zas reYealed in 0akkah and FoPprises �� Ɩyāt� &hronoloJiFally it Pay Ee 
between Sǌrah �� and Sǌrah ��� ,t Fonstitutes a part of the 3art �� of 7he Qur’ān� ZhiFh in 
turn FoPprises ����� Ɩyāt of uneTual lenJth and �� 3arts of eTual lenJth�
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<ā SƯn

The Sǌrah takes its title froP Ɩyah ��� Zhere µ<ā SƯn’ are tZo letters of the AraEiF AlphaEet�  
This Sǌrah EeJins Zith an af¿rPation of 7he Prophet�3�’s mission;  then relates a parable 
about a ‘ disbelieving city’ ( probably an ancient Greco-Roman city Antioch;  its ruins lie near 
the Podern Fity of Antakya� 7urkey�� and then enuPerates Allāh�(0�’s Unshared Unity and 
Uniqueness, the certainty of the Time of Resurrection, the Time of F inal Judgment and its 
correlatives. It can be divided into three parts.

- F irst part sets out the truth that arrogance, disbelief and denial of Allāh�(0�’s 
0essenJers and their 0essaJe leads to total annihilation� SFenarios like Ɩyāt ��� 
�� and �� are alZays folloZed Ey Ɩyah �� – µall it took Zas� Must one sinJle Elast 
of Our 3unishPent� and they Zere e[tinFt�’

- Second part offers evidence for Allāh�(0�’s OPnipotenFe� 0aJni¿FenFe and +is 
+andiZork – Ɩyāt �� to �� – life and death;  cosmos, cel estial  spac e and fascinating 
constellations;  nighttim e and daytim e;  wind, water, seas and oceans;  and, the 
livestock as food and Peans of transport – Ɩyāt ������

- Third part deals with His Power and M ajesty, and two of the fundamental principles 
of The F aith of ,slāP� the Resurrection and the F inal -udJPent� &onsider� Ɩyāt 
����� and ����� respeFtiYely� ,t stands to reason that +e Who had Freated onFe Fan 
certainly create a second time.

There are reports suggesting that The Prophet�3� Zas reFitinJ initial Ɩyāt of this Sǌrah� ���
��� and utterinJ µShāhat�al�WoMǌh’ Zhile he Zas EreakinJ throuJh the sieJe of his house 
in M akkah, AD 622. It was the time when he was embarking on relocating himself and his 
followers from M akkah to Y athrib/ 0adƯnah in pursuanFe of the Divine Directive.

Highlight of the Sǌrah ePerJes froP Ɩyāt ����� Zhere an anonyPous person appears in 
support of the truth, lives with the truth and dies for the truth. And while being in a new 
dimension of life of plenty and pleasure, he wishes that his people, who had belied and 
denied the truth, may know how Allāh�(0� had honored him with mercy, compassion and 
in¿nite ElessinJs Ey adPittinJ hiP to v irtual  ‘ jannah.’ The message is clear: even when the 
circumstances are hostile to serving the Cause of Allāh�(0�, and even if one is alone, do stand 
up in the midst of darkness of falsehood and strive to spread the liJht of the truth – the 7ruth 
of ,slāP� 

The Sǌrah Floses Ey attestinJ to +is 0aMesty and *lory� µ*lory Ee to 7he One in Whose +and 
is the Sovereignty over all existence. And to Him you shall all be recalled’ in a new dimension 
of life for judgment and reward – Ɩyah ���

I / W e start by the Bl essed Name of Allāh� 
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,f , Zere to Fherry piFk an Ɩyah froP this Sǌrah as a treasure containing Precious Divine 
7ruth� and for reÀeFtion� it Zould Ee Ɩyah ��� ZhiFh is paraphrased EeloZ�

3raise Ee to 7he One Who Freated all the pairs – in oppos ite, 
of what the earth produces of agricul tural  stock, and of themselves 
and of l iv estock, and of birds, and of beasts, and 
of what they yet have no knowledge of other kinds in the l and and 
WhH VHa aQG WhH rHalP RI WhH LQ�SHrFHLYaElH. 

All of the Qur’ān is Elessed and full of ElessinJs� and there are parts of it aEout ZhiFh Ze haYe 
Eeen inforPed of their speFi¿F ElessinJs� One suFh Sǌrah is this� AhPad� ,En .athƯr� µƖlǌsƯ 
and QurtuEƯ Farry tZo Tuotations that 7he Prophet�3� Falled upon his folloZers �i� to reFite 
Sǌrah <ā SƯn oYer the dyinJ person and in prayers for the dead� and �ii� Sǌrah <ā SƯn is µ7he 
Heart of The Qur’ān’� 5ead it to seek Allāh’s &ountenanFe� +is )orJiYeness� and suFFess in 
the +ereafter� Or as 7he Prophet�3� may have said. The Sǌrah plays an iPportant role in the 
M uslim piety and society. 

,En .athƯr and QurtuEƯ Farry reports TuotinJ Syed µAlƯ�5A� iEn AEƯ 7āliE� fourth riJhteous 
Faliph �A' ���–���� in suFFession to 7he 3rophet� that <ā�SƯn� title of this Sǌrah  is one of 
the seven names by which The Prophet�3� said he was called in The Qur’ān� the others are 
0uhaPPad �Q�������� etF�� 7ā�+ā. �4.20�0�), AhPad �Q�������� AEd�Allāh �Q�������� Al�
0u]]aPPil �Q�������� and Al�0uddaththir �Q�������� Or as 7he Prophet�3� may have said.

%okhārƯ Tuotes 7he Prophet�3� to have said that Allāh�(0� has one hundred minus one Bl essed 
Names/ M aj estic Attributes, i.e. 99, including the following:

- The Almighty, The Compassionate.
- He K nows every creation.
- He is the Best Creator, The K nowing.
� 3raise Ee to +iP in Whose +and lies the doPinion of eYerythinJ�

,n addition� Ɩyāt ��� ������ ��� ������ ����� and ����� Farry an oYerZhelPinJ fraJranFe of 
the Sacred Attributes which may not have been enumerated in the conventional count of 99. 

This Sǌrah� <ā SƯn� Zas reYealed in M akkah before Sǌrah �� and FoPprises �� Ɩyāt� ,t 
constitutes the tail-end of Part 22 and beginning of Part 23 of The Qur’ān� ZhiFh in turn 
Fonsists of ����� Ɩyāt of uneTual lenJth and �� 3arts of eTual lenJth�
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Al�Sāffāt

The Sǌrah takes its title µAl�Sāffāt’ froP Ɩyah ��� PeaninJ 5anJed in 5oZs� 7he 5anks� 
7he 5oZs� 7he /ininJ 8p� ,t is pronounFed as µAs�Sāffāt’� and is the plural of µal�as�Saff’� 
It opens with an emphatic declaration of Allāh�(0�’s Unshared Unity and Uniqueness;  the 
prospects of the Resurrection and, hence, the reality that all human beings, believers and 
disbelievers, shall stand accountable before Allāh�(0� for what they have done in the life of 
this world and rewarded. It is followed by narratives of the former M essengers from Noah to 
<ǌnus�-onah – Pay Allāh�(0� bless them.

The Sǌrah relates episodes froP the e[perienFes of si[ Divine M essengers by way of 
encouragement and reassurance to The Prophet M uhammad�3�� 7he ¿rst FoPes froP the life 
of Noah�3� who endured extreme hardship for a very long time;  then it talks of Abraham�3�, 
Zho estaElished the ¿rst EeJinninJ of ,slaPiF life on this earth;  then it recalls M oses�3� and 
Aaron�3� who introduced religion as faith and a code of law for temporal as well as spiritual 
life. These four are followed by three others: L ot, E lijah and -onah – Pay Allāh�(0� bless them 
� Ɩyāt ������ ������� �������� �������� ������� and �������� 

1arratiYe of ¿Ye of these M essengers, namely Noah, Abraham, M oses and Aaron� and ,lyās�
E lijah, ends with a common 'iYine FoPpliPent� µSalāP Ee upon hiP’� and an e[tended 
FoPpliPent too� µ7hus do We reZard the Yirtuous’ with O ur bl essings of pe ace and honor. 
µSalāP’ is a Pulti�diPensional e[pression as it is also one of the Divine Attributes;  simply put 
it Peans peaFe and ElessinJs� Within the M essengers, it is only Noah where the compliment 
appears to Ee Pore JraFious� µSalāP Ee upon 1oah throuJhout the Worlds’ – Ɩyah ��� Ɩyah 
181 appears to cover all M essengers with Divine blessings of peace and honor.

Ɩyāt ������� refute the Zorship of anJels alleJed as µdaughters of God.’ 

Battle between belief and disbelief continues. And Allāh�(0�’s Promise is always overwhelming: 
Our 0essenJers «��shall de¿nitely Ee helped to suFFess� And� of Fourse� it is Our )orFes of 
dev out and faithful  bel iev ers that shall suFFeed to the end � Ɩyāt ��������

,f , Zere to Fherry piFk a set of Ɩyāt froP this Sǌrah as a treasure containing Precious Divine 
7ruth� and for reÀeFtion� it Zould Ee Ɩyāt ������ ZhiFh are paraphrased EeloZ�

A  v oice woul d pr onounce:
This is the Time of Discernment between the righteous and the wicked, and truth and 
fal sehood 
that you used to deny and bel ie.
The A ngel s woul d then be com m anded:
Bring them, all the transgressors, and their partners enticing them  to ev il , and all they 
Zorshipped «�

I / W e start by the Bl essed Name of Allāh� 
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«� instead of Allāh,
and push them on to the way of )laPLQJ )LrH RI Hell.
%ut detain theP ¿rst�
Indeed, they have to be interrogated ¿rVW aERXW WhHLr rHMHFWLRQ RI WhH &RrH ArWLFlH RI 
)aLWh� 
7hHrH LV QR RQH ZRrWhy RI ZRrVhLS� aQG FaQ QHYHr EH� RWhHr WhaQ Allāh� aQG 
WhH WrXWh RI FRPLQJ RI WhLV 7LPH.

Ahmad carries a report from Syed Ibn Umar�5A� who said: The Prophet�3� would ask us to 
observe short recitations in the Salāt�3rayers� and he Zould lead us in 3rayers Zith Sǌrah 
As�Sāffāt�

All of the Qur’ān is Elessed and full of ElessinJs� and there are parts of it aEout ZhiFh Ze haYe 
Eeen inforPed of their speFi¿F ElessinJs� One suFh Sǌrah is this� =aPakhsharƯ Farries reports 
in .ashshāf TuotinJ 7he Prophet�3� sayinJ� WhosoeYer reads As�Sāffāt it keeps hiP�her aZay 
from all evil and polytheisP� etF� Or as 7he Prophet�3� may have said.

%okhārƯ Tuotes 7he Prophet�3� to have said that Allāh�(0� has one hundred minus one Bl essed 
Names/ M aj estic Attributes, i.e. 99. A few of these are stated in this Sǌrah�

- Glory be to your Rabb, Rabb of Honor, above that which they allege SarWQHrV LQ +LV 
8QLWy� 'LYLQLWy aQG 8QLTXHQHVV.

- Praise be to Allāh� 5aEE of the Worlds�

,n addition� Post Ɩyāt � like ����� and ������ etF� � Farry an oYerZhelPinJ fraJranFe of the 
Sacred Divine Attributes which are included in the traditional count of 99. 

This Sǌrah� As�Sāffāt� Zas reYealed in 0akkah� ,t FoPprises ��� Ɩyāt and Fonstitutes a part 
of the Part 23 of The Qur’ān� ZhiFh in turn FoPprises ����� Ɩyāt of uneTual lenJth and �� 
Parts of equal length.
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Sād

The Sǌrah takes its title froP Ɩyah ��� Zhere µSād’ is a letter of the AraEiF AlphaEet� 7he 
Sǌrah is deYoted to the suEMeFt of Divine Guidance and its rejection by those who are plunged 
in self Jlory and de¿anFe Zhether in 3aJan M akkah of the 7th Century AD, or elsewhere to 
the times of the 21st Century AD. But The Prophet M uhammad�3� and, by implication, his 
followers are told to bear patiently with whatever their audience allege in rejection of the 
'iYine 0essaJe � Ɩyāt ������ Ɩyāt ����� Farry a Jeneral reFountinJ of the fate that Eefell the 
former generations and civiliz ations who had denied and belied their M essengers and Divine 
M essage. 

Of the 3rophets� narratiYes of David�3� and Solomon�3� appear in soPe detail � Ɩyāt ����� 
- followed by the mention of ,shPael� (lisha and 'hǌl�.iÀ� Pay Allāh�(0� bless them, all 
of ZhoP are desFriEed as µpuri¿ed’ and µFhosen’� A TualitatiYe adMeFtiYe is also attaFhed to 
'aYid as µ'aZǌd dhal�Ayd’� and µAbraham, Isaac and -aFoE 8lol�Ayd’ � Ɩyāt �� and ��� 
/iterally� the ¿rst Peans µhe of the hands’ iPplyinJ µendoZed Zith strenJth’� the seFond 
translates as ‘ they of the hands and sight’ implying ‘ endowed with strength and vision.’

A little less than half of the whole Sǌrah foFuses on the thePe of riJhteousness Zith assuranFe 
of generous rewards, and wickedness with promise of miserable fate. Consider essence of 
Ɩyāt ������ 

7he riJhteous shall return to a Elessed retreat «� in *ardens of (ternity«�
suFh is Our %ounty «� Zhereas the 
ZiFked shall haYe a PiseraEle destiny«��Zherein they shall Eurn«��

The essence of the Great M essage and M uhammad’s M ission was, and shall always be, that 
there is only One Allāh�(0�   - who is indivisible in Unity, Divinity, Uniqueness and Command. 
All assertions to the contrary are untenable, false and myth. The Prophet M uhammad�3� 
brought humankind in touch with the truth of Allāh�(0� to whom everyone and everything 
submits in awe.

,f , Zere to Fherry piFk an Ɩyah froP this Sǌrah as a treasure containing Precious Divine 
7ruth� and for reÀeFtion� it Zould Ee Ɩyah ��� ZhiFh is paraphrased EeloZ�

This 4Xr’āQ LV a Book IrRP 8V� ZhiFh We reYealed on to you O  P rophe t 0XhaPPaG. 
It is bl essed and full of blessings!  
I ts pur pos e is that people with conscience may contemplate over its M essage and 
shape  their indiv idual  and col l ectiv e l iv es in accordance with it, and 

        those endowed with spi ritual  insight should take it as admonition.

I / W e start by the Bl essed Name of Allāh� 
7he ,n¿nitely 0erFiful to al l , The E ver-Compassionate WR HYHryRQH.
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All of the Qur’ān is Elessed and full of ElessinJs� and there are parts of it aEout ZhiFh Ze haYe 
Eeen inforPed of their speFi¿F ElessinJs� One suFh Sǌrah is this� =aPakhsharƯ Tuotes WāhidƯ 
in reporting that The Prophet�3� said� WhosoeYer reFites�reads Sǌrah Sād and aFts upon its 
PessaJe shall Ee proteFted froP all Pinor sins� Or as 7he Prophet�3� may have said.

Ɩyāt ��� ��� ��� ������ ����� and ����� Farry an oYerZhelPinJ fraJranFe of the SaFred 
Divine Attributes which are not enumerated in the conventional count of 99.

This Sǌrah� Sād� Zas reYealed in 0akkah� ,t FoPprises �� Ɩyāt Zhere Ɩyah �� entails 
prostration. It constitutes a part of the Part 23 of The Qur’ān� ZhiFh in turn FoPprises ����� 
Ɩyāt of uneTual lenJth and �� 3arts of eTual lenJth�
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Al-Z umar

The Sǌrah takes its title µAl�=uPar’ froP Ɩyah ��� repeatinJ itself in Ɩyah ��� PeaninJ µ7he 
Groups’ that shall be formed at the Time of F inal Judgment of believers and disbelievers. It is 
pronounced as ‘ Az -Z umar’. The Sǌrah is also knoZn as µAl�*huraf’� plural of µal�Jhurfah’� 
meaning ‘ The Abodes’ after the mention of the ‘ lofty abodes’ in Paradise that await the 
reYerent in Ɩyah ��� 

It opens with a statement of the Unshared Unity and Undivided Creative Power of Allāh and 
that all worship is for Allāh�(0� alone. This assertion persistently repeats itself in half a doz en 
of Ɩyāt� ������ ��� and ��� StandinJ in Zorship durinJ the niJhttiPe is heaYenly Zhere Ɩyah 
09 presents a portrait of contrasts of attitudes: 

Is the one who worships devoutly during the nighttim e, prostrating and standing in 
Salāt�Prayer,
preparing for the requisites of the Hereafter, and hoping in the mercy of his
Rabb, l ike the one who sl eeps  al l  through the night?  Are those who know this truth the 
same as those who 
do not know?  ,.H. WhH RQH ZhR LV GHYRXW LV QRW WhH VaPH aV WhH RQH ZhR LV QRW� aQG hHQFH 
their rewards wil l
QRW EH WhH VaPH.

A piYotal idea is e[pressed in Ɩyah �� ZhiFh underlines the assuranFe that Allāh�(0�’s M ercy 
and F orgiveness is ever living. It reads: 

‘ Say: M y servants who have acted wantonly against themselves Ey haYLQJ
VTXaQGHrHG WhHLr lLYHV LQ SXrVXLW RI ZRrlGly SlHaVXrHV!  
Do not despair of Allāh’s 0erFy� 
Surely, Allāh forJiYes sins – all of WhRVH ZhR VLQFHrHly VHHN +LV IRrJLYHQHVV. 
He is the F orgiving, the M erciful.’

Ɩyāt �� and �� are iPPensely reYealinJ of the 7iPe to FoPe� note EeloZ�

- As the Time of Resurrection is to approach, the Trumpet shall sound, the F irst 
Blast, when everyone in the cosmos and the earth shall be thunderstruck with the 
LQWHQVLWy RI LWV lLJhWHQLQJ QRLVH aQG Iall GRZQ VHQVHlHVV� except whomever Allāh 
Wills to Ee spared� 7hen the Trumpet shall sound once again, the Se cond Bl ast, 
whereupon they all shall rise up, standing and staring aV WhHy Vhall EHJLQ WR VHH WhH 
rHalLWy.

- The earth shall shine with the L ight of its Rabb, and the book RI ZRrlGly GHHGV 
shall be spread out for everyone;  the Prophets shall be summoned, and the other 
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Zitnesses – SrREaEly WhH aQJHlV aVVLJQHG WR HYHry LQGLYLGXal � who shall testify. 
And judgment shall be passed with full justice, and they will not be done evil, L.H. 
inj ustice.

E ssence of the highlights of this Sǌrah is paraphrased EeloZ�

- If I were ever to disobey my Rabb, I dread the suffering during that Horrendous 
Time of Judgment. So it is up to you to worship whatever you wish instead of Him. 

- The real losers shall be those who lose themselves by abiding in the F ire forever - 
that loss shall be their loss, most glaring.

� 7he one Zhose heart is aliYe folloZs a /iJht that ÀoZs froP his 5aEE� The 4Xr’āQ. 
� Woe to those hard of heart for aEandoninJ the 5ePePEranFe of Allāh� 7hey are 

de¿nitely lost in ÀaJrant error�

,f , Zere to Fherry piFk a set of Ɩyāt froP this Sǌrah as a treasure containing Precious Divine 
7ruth� and for reÀeFtion� it Zould Ee Ɩyāt �� and ��� ZhiFh are paraphrased EeloZ�

And for those m en and ZRPHQ� yRXQJ aQG RlG, who shun ‘ al-tāJhǌt’ – fal se obj ects of 
worship, f al se causes, 
etc; and turn in faith to Allāh� for theP is the Jood neZs� 
So announce the good news to such of M y servants RI 0HrFy aQG %lHVVLQJV. 
M y servants are those m en and ZRPHQ� yRXQJ aQG RlG Zho listen attentiYely to the Word 
of the 4Xr’āQ, and
thus follow and pr actice it in the best way pos sibl e. 
It is they whom  Allāh has Juided ariJht� and it is they Zho are the possessors of intelleFt� 

Ahmad, 7irPidhƯ and 1asā’Ư Farry a report� TuotinJ Sayedah Ɩ’ishah�5A� that The Prophet�3� 
would recite Sǌrah A]�=uPar alonJ Zith Sǌrah �� 
 Al�,srā’ eYery niJht� Or as 7he 
Prophet�3� may have practiced.

%okhārƯ Tuotes 7he Prophet�3� of having said that Allāh�(0� has one hundred minus one Bl essed 
Names/ M aj estic Attributes, i.e. 99. This Sǌrah Fontains soPe of these�

- The revelation of The Book is from Allāh� 7he AlPiJhty� 7he All�Wise�
- Glory be to Him;  He is Allāh� 7he One� 7he 3araPount� 
- Is He not The Almighty, The F orgiving?
- That is Allāh� your 5aEE� for +iP is the SoYereiJnty� 7here is no entity for Zorship 

aQG FaQ QHYHr EH aQy but He alone.
- Allāh is the &reator of eYerythinJ� and +e is the *uardian oYer eYerythinJ�
- F or Him are the reigns of the cosmos and the earth.

,n addition� Ɩyāt ������ ������ ������ ������ ��� and ����� Farry a fraJranFe of the SaFred 
Attributes. 

This Sǌrah� A]�=uPar� Zas reYealed in 0akkah� ,t FoPprises �� Ɩyāt and is spread EetZeen 
the Part 23 and 24 of The Qur’ān� ZhiFh in turn FoPprises ����� Ɩyāt of uneTual lenJth and 
30 Parts of equal length.
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*hā¿r

The Sǌrah takes its title froP Ɩyah ��� Zhere Allāh�(0� is spoken of as µ*hā¿r adh�dhanE’� 
meaning ‘ F orgiver of Sins’, which is one of the several Divine Attributes.  It has a second 
title as Zell� µAl�0u’Pin’� Pentioned in Ɩyah ��� PeaninJ µ7he %elieYer’� alludinJ to 
the believing man of Pharaoh’s family who tried to convince others of the truth of M oses’ 
M ission and M essage. 

The Sǌrah is the ¿rst of a series of seYen Sǌrahs� openinJ Zith µ+ā’ 0ƯP’� tZo letters of 
the Arabic Alphabet, which are always followed by a reference to The Qur’ān� i�e� µ7aQ]ƯlXl 
.LWāE«’

Addressing several recurring themes, the Sǌrah proYides FoPfort to the )aithful foretellinJ 
the triuPph of the reYelation and the dePise of those Zho oppose it� 7he ¿rst tZo Ɩyāt Fontain 
seven of Allāh�(0�’s *lorious AttriEutes� ZhiFh ,En .athƯr points out to Ee a Fon¿rPation that 
The Qur’ān is proteFted Ey the aZesoPe poZer of Allāh�(0� that it can never be obscured or 
obliterated. It is followed by a repudiation of those who dispute the Divine Revelation of The 
Qur’ān – Ɩyāt ������

Principal features of the Sǌrah are paraphrased EeloZ�

- It condemns futile argumentation, arrogance and the persistence in refusing to 
aFFept 7he 7ruth� SuFh FondePnation oFFurs ¿Ye tiPes and on eaFh oFFasion the 
Sǌrah e[poses the false attitudes and Pethods of disbelievers in dealing with faith 
and EelieYers – Ɩyāt �� and ������

� Ɩyāt ����� Fite the e[aPples of forPer 3rophets to Founsel the Prophet�3� to remain 
steadfast and exercise patience. 

- M oses�3� was greeted with a very harsh attitude when he addressed Pharaoh and 
his courtiers, but the truth that he preached ultimately prevailed, and so would 
dominate the truth preached by M uhammad�3� – Ɩyāt ������ etF�

� An unidenti¿ed µEelieYer’ froP the house of Pharaoh comes across as an effective 
adYoFate of the truth� +e Zarns theP direFtly� uses suEtle phrases and Petaphors – 
Ɩyāt ����� and ������ 

- As so often in The Qur’ān� these thePes are illustrated Ey referenFe to the narratiYes 
of earlier 3rophets� and to the fate of deniers of the truth� Ɩyāt ����� and ��� for 
µthis has alZays Eeen the Way of Allāh in dealinJ Zith +is Freatures for their 
arroJanFe and disoEedienFe’ – Ɩyah ���

It appears pertinent to realiz e that three characters in this Sǌrah� naPely 3haraoh� +aPān �also 
Pentioned in the %iEliFal Eook of (sther�� and Qārǌn �Biblical K orah in book of Numbers 
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��� – Ɩyah �� � represent the politiFal� Pilitary� and Fapitalist poZers� respeFtiYely� united 
to ¿Jht aJainst Allāh’s PessaJe� Zhether FoPPuniFated Ey M oses�3� or M uhammad�3� ;  the 
‘ battle’ continues.

,f , Zere to Fherry piFk an Ɩyah froP this Sǌrah as a treasure containing Precious Divine 
7ruth� and for reÀeFtion� it Zould Ee Ɩyah ��� ZhiFh is paraphrased EeloZ�

He is aware of the m ost furtiv e gl ance and in¿delity of the eyes� 
L.H. VXrrHSWLWLRXV Rr LQWHQWLRQally lXVWIXl lRRN aW WhH RSSRVLWH JHQGHr WhaW LQGXFHV ev il , 
and, of whatever is concealed of their intensions in the hearts.

%ayhaTƯ� ,En .athƯr and QurtuEƯ Farry reports on the authority of 0is’ar Zho Tuoted Sa’d ,En 
,ErāhƯP to haYe said that 7he Prophet�3� said� 7he µ+aZaPƯP’ – the Sǌrahs startinJ Zith +ā’ 
0ƯP � Zere Falled µ7he %rides’ of 7he Qur’ān�

All of the Qur’ān is Elessed and full of ElessinJs� and there are parts of it aEout ZhiFh Ze 
haYe Eeen inforPed of their speFi¿F ElessinJs� One suFh Sǌrah is this� 7irPidhƯ reports froP 
AEǌ +urayrah TuotinJ 7he Prophet�3� that µZhosoeYer reads�reFites Ɩyāt ����� of Sǌrah Al�
0u’Pin toJether Zith Ɩyah al�.ursƯ �Q�������� shall Ee proteFted Ey theP froP all evil until 
the evening comes;  and whosoever repeats the same in the evening shall be protected by them 
from all eYil until the PorninJ FoPes� Or as 7he Prophet�3� may have said. 

%okhārƯ Tuotes 7he Prophet�3� to have said that Allāh�(0� has one hundred minus one Bl essed 
Names/ M aj estic Attributes, i.e. 99. Consider some below appearing in this Sǌrah�

- The revelation of The Book is from Allāh� 7he AlPiJhty� 7he All�.noZinJ�
- F orgiver of sins, Acceptor of Repentance, Severe in Punishment, F ull of 

F orbearance. There is no entity for worship and can nev er be but Him.
� ,t is +e Who shoZs you +is 0iraFulous Wonders and sends doZn proYisions for 

you from heaven Ey Zay RI ElHVVHG raLQ.
- The E xalter of ranks RI +LV VHrYaQWV LQ WhH SaraGLVH, the Possessor of the Throne 

ZhLFh LV ERrQH Ey aQJHlV.
- Indeed, Allāh is SZift in reFkoninJ�
- Indeed, it is Allāh� Who is All�/isteninJ� All�WatFhinJ�
- Indeed, He is Strong, Severe in Retribution.

,n addition� Ɩyāt ������ ������ ������ ����� and other Farry a fraJranFe of the SaFred Divine 
Attributes. 

This Sǌrah� *hā¿r� Zas reYealed in M akkah just before Sǌrah �� and FoPprises �� Ɩyāt� 
It constitutes a part of the Part 24 of The Qur’ān� ZhiFh in turn Fonsists of ����� Ɩyāt of 
unequal length and 30 Parts of equal length.
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F ussilat

The Sǌrah takes its title froP Ɩyah ��� PeaninJ µWell�([plained’� µ0ade 'istinFt’� 
µ([pounded’ or µ&learly Spelled�Out’ 0essaJes of 7he Qur’ān� ,t is also knoZn as Sǌrah 
µ+ā’ 0ƯP Al�SaMdah’� ,t is the seFond of a series of seYen Sǌrahs� openinJ Zith +ā’ 0ƯP� tZo 
letters of the Arabic Alphabet, which are always followed by a reference to The Qur’ān� i�e� 
‘ .LWāEXQ )XVVLlaW«’

The Divine M essengers’ struggle in the Cause of Allāh�(0� has been the cornerstone for the 
righteous belief in this world. The most effective approach was to acquaint people with their 
5aEE and endear +iP to theP – Ɩyāt ��� �� and ��� %ut Satan keeps on misleading people 
away from Him. So The Qur’ān as Zell as this Sǌrah� urJe people to draZ Floser to their 5aEE� 
This consciousness of Him and His M essage would uphold the truth, promote righteousness, 
and FounteraFt the sataniF forFes� Ɩyah �� is paraphrased as�

µWho Fould Ee Pore adPiraEle in speeFh than the one Zho says� Py 5aEE is Allāh�(0�, 
and invites people to Allāh�(0�, and acts righteously, and says: I submit to Allāh and am  
a M usl im ? ’

The Sǌrah talks aEout creation, the vast system of the cosmo, and asks for contemplation of 
material and physical phenomenon that exists around them  in order to bring man closer to 
Eelief in his 5aEE  – Allāh�(0�� While the creation of earth took tZo units of tiPe – µyaXPayQ 
– Ɩyah ��� the creation and evolution of all conditions for and stages of life took four units of 
tiPe – µarEa’ ayyāP’ � Ɩyah ��� 7his tePporal FoPparison hiJhliJhts the iPportanFe of the 
ecological system on planet earth. The conjunction between fragments implies not a sequence 
of separate eYents� Eut perhaps oYerlappinJ series of eYents – Ɩyāt �� and ��� 

[ Note: Biblical literature states as follows: 1st day, light and darkness �*enesis ������� �nd day, 
atPosphere� and Zaters �*enesis ������� �rd day� land and PakinJ it fruitful �*enesis �������� 
4th day, sun, moon, and stars �*enesis ��������� �th day, birds, insects, and ¿sh �*enesis �����
���� and �th day, land aniPals� and Pan �*enesis ���������@ 

Ɩyāt ����� inYoke the FalaPities that Eefell the disEelieYinJ FoPPunities of Ɩd and 7haPǌd 
as examples of the fate that awaits disbelievers of today and tomorrow, followed by a warning 
of the fate that aZaits theP in the +ereafter � Ɩyāt ����� and ������ 1otZithstandinJ the 
contrasts between their faiths and fates, the believers are exhorted to maintain respectful 
speech and conduct with the disEelieYers – Ɩyāt ������

Ɩyah �� is Fonsidered aPonJ the faPous in so far it proYides a suFFinFt suPPation of the 
Eroad Qur’āniF thePe of Allāh’s displayinJ +is Wonders of poZer and proYidenFe in Yarious 
ways to reveal the truth and to guide human beings. M ore explicitly, ‘ wonders upon the 
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hori]ons’ – ƖfāT in AraEiF � Pay refer to Felestial Eodies as Zell as the niJhttiPe and the 
daytime;  and those ‘ within themselves’ may refer either to the many phases of human life 
( Freation and reproduFtion�� or upon the earth;  and ‘ until it becomes clear to them that it is the 
truth’ may mean the 5esurreFtion and ¿nal MudJPent and its ForrelatiYes�  7his Ɩyah eFhoes 
Q .51:20-21.

,f , Zere to Fherry piFk an Ɩyah as a treasure containing Precious Divine Truth, and for 
reÀeFtion� it Zould Ee Ɩyah ��� ZhiFh is paraphrased EeloZ�

And as and Zhen We Eless a human being with a favor, he tends to withdraw and 
turns away from  giv ing thanks for it as wel l  as from  O ur R em em brance, 
but as and when an adversity befalls him, then he is full of prolonged supplications.

,En ,shāT and ƖlǌsƯ report that 7he Prophet�3� recited this Sǌrah to an elder in 3aJan M akkah, 
naPed µ8tEah AEǌ WalƯd� Zho reParked to his FoPpanions� , haYe neYer heard the like of it 
before!  Y et he remained misguided.

Ɩyāt ������ ������ ����� and ����� Farry an oYerZhelPinJ fraJranFe of the SaFred Divine 
Attributes. 

This Sǌrah� )ussilat� Zas reYealed in M akkah after Sǌrah �� and FoPprises �� Ɩyāt� Ɩyah 
38 entails prostration� Ɩyāt ����� are at tail end of the 3art ��� Zhile Ɩyāt ����� Fonstitute 
start of the Part 25 of The Qur’ān� ZhiFh in turn Fonsists of ����� Ɩyāt of uneTual lenJth and 
30 Parts of equal length.
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Al�Shǌra

The Sǌrah takes its title froP Ɩyah ��� PeaninJ µ&onsultations’ or µ'eliEerations’ aPonJ 
themselves, or even ‘ Counsel’, which outlines one of the basic social principles that ought 
to FharaFteri]e the 0usliP &oPPunity and *oYernanFe� µAl�Shǌra’ is pronounFed as µAs�
Shǌra’� ,t is the third of a series of seYen Sǌrahs� openinJ Zith +ā’ 0ƯP� tZo letters of the 
Arabic Alphabet, which are always followed by a reference to The Qur’ān� i�e� µ.aGālLNa 
<XhƯ µ(lyLNa«’

The beginning and the end of this Sǌrah stress the reality of Divine Revelation, and the fact 
that all 3rophets preaFhed one and the saPe essential truth – Ɩyāt �� and ������ 

the E xistence and Undivided Unity and Uniqueness of Allāh�(0�. And all it denotes is that you 
should always uphold the same truth, and never make any dissension, deviation and factions 
to preserve unity in the Unity of Allāh�(0�. Notwithstanding repeated reminders, most human 
being seek

� µproteFtors apart froP +iP’ �  Ɩyāt �� and ��� 
- argue about the very existence of Allāh – Ɩyāt ������ 
� dispute the +our – Ɩyah ��� and +is Wonders all around theP – Ɩyah ��� 

Y et the Sǌrah keeps on ePphasi]inJ that no one has any proteFtor Eeside or apart froP Allāh 
– Ɩyāt – ������ ��� �� and ��� +e is the µ:alLyL’� He is the Protector.

7he Will of Allāh is enforFed Yia Ɩyāt ������ µ«� +e Freates ZhateYer +e Wills� +e Jrants 
EaEy Jirls to ZhoPeYer +e Wills� and +e Jrants EaEy Eoys to ZhoPeYer +e Wills� or +e 
pairs theP Eoys and Jirls� +e Fauses ZhoPeYer +e Wills to Ee infertile� Surely� +e is All�
K nowing, All-Powerful.’ 

The F aithful are asked to:

- invite people to the True F aith of ,slāP� and 
- motivate the believers to remain steadfast in pursuing the Straight Path, and 
- never be led by the inclinations of those who abandon the True F aith, and
- believe in The Truth that Allāh has reYealed Ey Zay of 7he Qur’ān� and 
- pronounce judgments through The Qur’ān in all hRQHVWy aQG fairness among 

people.

The Sǌrah tells that sinFe Allāh�(0� is inde¿naEle and unfathoPaEle � Ɩyah �� � human being 
cannot grasp even the real nature of His Activity beyond the fact that He has imposed the law 
of ‘ cause and effect’ on all creation - so that in the Hereafter,  human being shall only harvest 
what his own hands have sown in this world by way of attitude, conduct and behavior based 
on the prePise of 7he )aith – Ɩyah ���
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,f , Zere to Fherry piFk a set of Ɩyāt froP this Sǌrah as a treasure containing Precious 
'iYine 7ruth� and for reÀeFtion� it Zould Ee Ɩyāt ������ ZhiFh are paraphrased EeloZ�

- And those who shun major sins and immoral deeds. 
 and when they get aQJry Rr furious, ev en then they are wil l ing to forgive rather 

than retal iate,
- and those who respond to the cal l  of their Rabb, 
 and establish the GaLly Salat/ Prayers in the pr escribed m anner and at designated 

WLPHV� SrHIHraEly LQ FRQJrHJaWLRQ,
- and conduct their affairs by consultations and del iberations among themselves, 
 and spend JHQHrRXVly LQ 2Xr &aXVH aQG IRr WhH QHHGy RXW of that We proYide for 

them, 
 and those who, when they suffer aggression and inj ustice, defend themselves and
 show a bol d front Ey rHWalLaWLQJ aJaLQVW WhRVH ZhR ZrRQJ WhHP LQ WhH VaPH 
 PaQQHr LQ ZhLFh WhH laWWHr ZrRQJHG WhHP.
- And the reward for an evil deed is the like of that evil deed,
 but whoever foregoes retal iation, forgives hLV aGYHrVary and reconciles, 
 his huge reward is with Allāh� 
 Truly, He does not take fancy of those who are unj ust and wrongdoers in initiating 

wrong 
 aQG XQGXH aFWV RI rHYHQJH.
- However, there is no cause to blame or retal iate against the one who defends 

oneself in a 
 l awful  m anner after having been wronged.
- Rather blame or retal iation lies only on those 

 who op pr ess pe opl e, and 
 FRPPLW aJJrHVVLRQ LQ WhH laQG ZLWhRXW rLJhW Rr rHaVRQ.

  And, it is they for whom is painful suffering.
- But whoever endures patiently LQ VXFh aQ aGYHrVLWy and forgives the wrong done to 

him / her; 
 this would, indeed, be a matter of great resolve and m ost resol ute of m atters . 

%ayhaTƯ reports on the authority of 0is’ar Zho Tuoted Sa’d ,En ,ErāhƯP to haYe said� 7he 
µ+aZaPƯP’ – the Sǌrahs startinJ Zith +ā 0ƯP � Zere Falled µ7he %rides’ of 7he Qur’ān� 

All of the Qur’ān is Elessed and full of ElessinJs� and there are parts of it aEout ZhiFh Ze haYe 
Eeen inforPed of their speFi¿F ElessinJs� One suFh Sǌrah is this� =aPakhsharƯ Tuotes WāhidƯ 
who reported that The Prophet�3� said� WhosoeYer Zould reFite�read +ā’ 0ƯP�CAyn� SƯn� Qāf 
- this Sǌrah � for hiP�her 7he Angels seek forJiYeness and PerFy� Or as 7he Prophet�3� may 
have said.  

Ɩyāt ������ ������ ��� ������ ����� and �� Farry an oYerZhelPinJ fraJranFe of the SaFred 
Attributes. 

This Sǌrah� Al�Shǌra� Zas reYealed in 0akkah and FoPprises �� Ɩyāt� ,t Fonstitutes EeJinninJ 
of the Part 25 of The Qur’ān� ZhiFh in turn FoPprises ����� Ɩyāt of uneTual lenJth and �� 
Parts of equal length.
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Al-Z ukhruf

The Sǌrah takes its title froP Ɩyah ��� PeaninJ µ7he OrnaPents’ or µ7he AdornPents of 
*old’� soPe haYe Faptured it as µ'eForation’� ,t is the fourth of a series of seYen Sǌrahs� 
openinJ Zith +ā’ 0ƯP� tZo letters of the AraEiF AlphaEet� ZhiFh are alZays folloZed Ey a 
reference to The Qur’ān� i�e� µ:al�.LWāELl 0XEƯQ«’

This Sǌrah Fontains suFFessiYe arJuPents aJainst attriEutinJ diYinity to soPeone else other 
than Allāh�(0�. The Pagan M akkans went further to claim that Allāh�(0�  had willed them to 
disbelief and led them to take other entities for worship instead of Allāh – Ɩyāt ��� ��� �� and 
45. The same attitude continues.

It was argued at the time that Divine Revelation should have been bestowed upon an eminent 
person in M akkah, not on an orphan 0uhaPPad – Ɩyah ��� 7he response Zas TuiFk� ,s it 
they who assign the Grace of your Rabb to the Pen" 1o� ,t is We� Who eleYate soPe of theP 
oYer others – Ɩyah ��� So it is We� Who haYe eleYated M uhammad over everyone!

Ɩyah �� and �� Farry an iPportant passaJe for those not folloZinJ 7he Qur’ān and the 
Prophet�3�� it says «« 

WhosoeYer turns aZay Elindly froP the 5ePePEranFe of Ar�5ahPān� 
We puni sh him  and embed in him a satan, a del usion, a satanic im pul se that incites him  
to ev il ,  
who is then his intim ate companion, nev er l eav ing his side, 
aV LI LW ZHrH hLV µRWhHr VHlI.’ 

Surely they, satan, keep theP aZay froP the Way of A r- 5ahPāQ, even 
though they suppose that they are rLJhWly guided.

Such are the people who team up against Allāh’s 5eliJion of ,slāP� then and noZ� and put 
obstacles in its way. The Prophet�3� and his followers are urged to stand up against these 
groups by holding fast to The Qur’ān� Ɩyāt ������

%y Zay of illustration of hoZ ForruptinJ Zealth and poZer Fan Ee� Ɩyāt ����� relate an 
encounter between M oses�3� and 3haraoh� the suprePe leader of a PaJni¿Fent kinJdoP of 
E gypt. Ultimately Pharaoh’s wealth, power and claim to godhead were drowned in the Red 
Sea Zith hiP� 7he PessaJe Zas and is Flear� strenJth and inÀuenFe are not deriYed froP 
opulence and material riches, it is always from the source: Allāh�(0� - The Divine Supreme.

7he set of Ɩyāt ����� and ����� talk aEout the FontroYersy reJardinJ Jesus, son of M ary. 
People are divided into two main schools of thought: those who recogniz e Allāh as One God, 
and the others who distort His Identity of Singular Unity and attach Jesus to His Unity. This 
is the severest form of blasphemy and is unpardonable.
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At the advent of the L ast Hour, the believers shall be invited to enter 3aradise for in¿nite 
happiness – Ɩyāt ������ Zhile the disEelieYers shall endure foreYer the sufferinJ of hell – 
Ɩyāt ������ 7he disbelievers have always sought and continue to seek to undermine The 
Qur’ān� ,slāP and the M uslims, but Allāh has +is oZn sFhePe to YindiFate +is 0essaJe and 
aYenJe the EelieYers – Ɩyah ���

,f , Zere to Fherry piFk a set of Ɩyāt froP this Sǌrah as a treasure containing Precious Divine 
7ruth� and for reÀeFtion� it Zould Ee Ɩyāt �� and ��� ZhiFh are paraphrased EeloZ�

- So hold fast in l etter and spi rit to this 4Xr’āQ which has been revealed onto you 
IrRP yRXr 5aEE. 

 %y GRLQJ VR, surely, you are ¿rPly VHW on the Right Path.
- And, indeed, this 4Xr’āQ is a source of adm onition and Remembrance for you, and 

for your people. 
 And you all – the fol l owers of P rop het M uham m ad – shall HYHQWXally be questioned 

as how strong 
 aQG ¿rP a rHlaWLRQ GLG yRX HVWaElLVh ZLWh WhLV 4Xr’āQ. 

%ayhaTƯ reports on the authority of 0is’ar Zho Tuoted Sa’d ,En ,ErāhƯP to haYe said� 7he 
µ+aZaPƯP’ – the Sǌrahs startinJ Zith +ā’ 0ƯP � Zere Falled µ7he %rides’ of 7he Qur’ān�

All of the Qur’ān is Elessed and full of ElessinJs� and there are parts of it aEout ZhiFh Ze haYe 
Eeen inforPed of their speFi¿F ElessinJs� One suFh Sǌrah is this� =aPakhsharƯ Tuotes WāhidƯ 
who reported that The Prophet, Allāh Eless hiP Zith peaFe and honor� said� WhosoeYer 
recites/ reads Sǌrah Al�=ukhruf shall Ee the one to ZhoP it Zould Ee said at the 7iPe of 
-udJPent� O 0y serYant� <ou haYe no reason to fear or JrieYe� (nter the 3aradise� Or as 7he 
Prophet�3� may have said. 

Ɩyāt ������ ��� ��� ��� ����� Farry an oYerZhelPinJ fraJranFe of the SaFred Divine 
Attributes. 

The Sǌrah� Al�=ukhruf� Zas reYealed in 0akkah and Fonsists of �� Ɩyāt� ,t Fonstitutes 
beginning of the Part 25 of The Qur’ān� ZhiFh in turn FoPprises ����� Ɩyāt of uneTual lenJth 
and 30 Parts of equal length.
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Al�'ukhān

The Sǌrah takes its title froP Ɩyah ��� PeaninJ µ7he SPoke’� ,t is the ¿fth of a series of 
seYen Sǌrahs� openinJ Zith +ā’ 0ƯP� tZo letters of the AraEiF AlphaEet� ZhiFh are alZays 
followed by a reference to The Qur’ān� i�e� µ:al�.LWāELl 0XEƯQ «’ 7he Sǌrah opens Zith 
three FateJoriFal Ɩyāt ������ paraphrased EeloZ�

- The Qur’ān is Flear in itself and Flearly shoZinJ the truth�
- It is sent down during a Blessed Night, a night full of blessings. 
- It is warning the human being of the consequences of lack of true faith and deeds 

devoid of true faith. 

µWarninJ’ Pay also Ee understood to iPply ZarninJ aJainst tyranny and inMustiFe as a prelude 
to establishing a new world order based on principles and teachings of Allāh�(0�’s Religion 
of ,slāP� WarninJ relatinJ to the 7iPe of )inal -udJPent and its raPi¿Fations are Flear and 
inFisiYe – Ɩyāt ��� ��� ��� Ɩyāt ����� sketFh out soPe details for the disEelieYers� Zhile Ɩyāt 
51-53 present a scene for the believers.

The Sǌrah Fites the Fase of M oses�3� and his people to point out that recipients of earlier 
'iYine 5eYelations had underJone trials and triEulations – Ɩyāt ������ WronJ�doers of eYery 
Jeneration haYe their share of the punishPent that they deserYe – Ɩyāt ������ Zhile riJhteous 
believers are expected to rise to their ideals and support their words with actions, and be role 
Podels for fairness and honesty – Ɩyah ��� 

Ɩyah �� is a Fontinuation of initial Ɩyāt� and leaYes an iPportant PessaJe� 

We haYe Pade 7he Qur’ān easy to FoPprehend Ey reYealinJ it in AraEiF
so that they Pay reÀeFt on its contents and l iv e their l iv es in accordance with 
LWV GHPaQGV aQG LPSHraWLYHV.

,f , Zere to Fherry piFk a set of Ɩyāt froP this Sǌrah as a treasure containing Precious Divine 
7ruth� and for reÀeFtion� it Zould Ee Ɩyāt ������ ZhiFh are paraphrased EeloZ�

- And, the D iv ine Book of 4Xr’āQ� clear in itself aQG FlHarly VhRZLQJ WhH WrXWh.
� We sent it doZn durinJ a %lessed 1iJht� a QLJhW IXll RI ElHVVLQJV.
 Surely� We are alZays ZarninJ the hXPaQ EHLQJ RI WhH FRQVHTXHQFHV RI laFN RI WrXH 

faith and deeds dev oid of true faith.
- In it, in that Bl essed N ight, every matter of wisdom is made distinct. 
- A decree IRr HYHry PaWWHr LV LVVXHG from Us. 
 ,ndeed� We haYe alZayV been sending M essengers, aV :H haYH GRQH QRZ Ey 

assigning M uham m ad for *XLGaQFH.
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- A s a M ercy from your Rabb to the m ankind. 
 Indeed, He, He is The All-L istening RI WhHLr VayLQJV, The All-K nowing of their 

m otiv es and actions.

%ayhaTƯ reports on the authority of 0is’ar Zho Tuoted Sa’d ,En ,ErāhƯP to haYe said� 7he 
µ+aZaPƯP’ – the Sǌrahs startinJ Zith +ā’ 0ƯP � Zere Falled µ7he %rides’ of 7he Qur’ān�

All of the Qur’ān is Elessed and full of ElessinJs� and there are parts of it aEout ZhiFh Ze 
haYe Eeen inforPed of their speFi¿F ElessinJs� One suFh Sǌrah is this� ƖlǌsƯ� 7aErisƯ and 
=aPakhsharƯ report that Syed AEǌ +urayrah�5A� said that The Prophet�3� said� WhosoeYer 
would recite/ read Sǌrah Al�'ukhān at night, seventy thousand angels would pray for his/ her 
forgiveness till the morning. QurtuEƯ Farries another report sayinJ that 7he Prophet�3� said: 
whosoever would recite/ read Sǌrah Al�'ukhān on a F riday, Allāh�(0� shall make an abode for 
him/ her in 3aradise� Or as 7he Prophet�3� may have said. 

Ɩyāt ������ �� and �� Farry an oYerZhelPinJ fraJranFe of the SaFred Divine Attributes.

This Sǌrah� Al�'ukhān� Zas reYealed in M akkah before Sǌrah �� and FoPprises �� Ɩyāt and 
may be read in the perspective of Sǌrah ��� al�Qadr� ,t Fonstitutes EeJinninJ of the 3art �� of 
The Qur’ān FoPprisinJ ����� Ɩyāt of uneTual lenJth and �� 3arts of eTual lenJth�
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Al�-āthiyah

The Sǌrah takes its title froP Ɩyah ��� PeaninJ µ7he .neelinJ 'oZn’ or µ8pon 7heir .nees’� 
and refers to the humility which all human beings shall face during the Time of their F inal 
-udJPent� ,t is also knoZn to soPe as µAd�'ahr’� Ɩyah ��� PeaninJ µ7he 7iPe’ Eut Fan also 
mean ‘ fate’ or ‘ the passage of time’.

The Sǌrah is the si[th of a series of seYen Sǌrahs� openinJ Zith +ā’ 0ƯP� tZo letters of the 
Arabic Alphabet, which are always followed by a reference to The Qur’ān� i�e� µ7aQ]ƯlXl 
.LWāE«’

It appears like a continuation of the themes of the preceding Sǌrah� ,ts Pain PessaJe reYolYes 
around handling any lingering doubts about the Unshared Unity and Uniqueness of Allāh�(0�, 
as well as making it clear that the wicked shall always suffer, both in this life and in the 
Hereafter. 

The Sǌrah opens Zith an e[hortation to study and FontePplate the physiFal Zorld around 
us� and to disFoYer *reat Wonders that testify to the e[istenFe and 8nparalleled 3oZer of 
Allāh�(0�� Ɩyāt ������ And that poZers of physiFal Zorld are harnessed and deployed for 
Eene¿t of the huPan raFe� Ɩyāt ������ Fonsider the folloZinJ paraphrasinJ� 

- It is Allāh� Who plaFed the sea at your serYiFe so that it Pay Ee of Eene¿t to you� 
and the ships may sail through it by His Command, and thus you may seek to obtain 
in trade and commerce what you need of His Bounty and F avor, and so you may be 
grateful to Him by submitting to His Religion of ,VlāP.

� And� it is +e� Who plaFed at your disposal ZhateYer is in the cosmos, the cel estial  
spac e and whatever is in and on the earth, L.H. WhH aELlLWy WR PaNH XVH RI WhH QaWXrH 
that surrounds hum an l ife; all is a gift from Him.

After a brief mention of the Divine Blessings upon the ,sraelites and their inJratitude� Ɩyāt 
16-17, the Sǌrah addresses 7he Prophet�3� in the folloZinJ Zords – Ɩyāt ��� �� and ���

µWe haYe plaFed upon you a µshar’iah’ – SWraLJhW &lHar P ath - from the Command                      
that l eads its fol l owers to the truth,
so follow it, 
and do not follow the whims of those who have no 
understanding of the D iv ine *XLGaQFH.
–  reference to the ,VraHlLWHV� ĀyāW �����.
Surely, they cannot be of any help to you against Allāh’s P unishm ent, 
LQ FaVH yRX IRllRZHG WhHLr ZhLPV� aQG� WhXV Iall IrRP +LV *raFH. 
And, in reality, the wrongdoers are al l ies and helpers RQly to one another;  
whereas Allāh is the Ally aQG Helper of the righteous;  the Allāh�FRQVFLRXV.
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This 4Xr’āQ is a source of enlightenment to mankind,  
and, a m eans of JuidanFe and PerFy for a people Zith ¿rP faith�

Then it highlights the fate of those who deny and belie the M essage of Allāh in 7he Qur’ān� 
Ɩyāt ������ the )inal -udJPent and the Jreat peril that aZaits theP – Ɩyāt ������ 

The Sǌrah urJes to Paintain belief in Allāh�(0� and keep momentum of faith and its correlatives. 
Regrettably, the practice has been just the opposite, where F aith has been marginaliz ed 
and gone into oblivion, and so would be its custodians and followers. Note the wording of  
Ɩyah ��� 

We shall forJet you noZ Ey LJQRrLQJ yRX IRr 2Xr 0HrFy just as you forgot 
to pr epar e for the M eeting of this Time. 
And the Hell F ire shall be your permanent home, and you shall have no helpers. 

The Sǌrah Floses Ey stressinJ the truth – Ɩyāt ������ 

To Allāh EelonJs all the 3raise and *ratitude� 
Rabb of the cosmos, the cel estial  spac e, 
and Rabb of the earth, Rabb of the entire existence. 
To Him al one belongs the Supremacy and E x al tation of the cosmos, 
the cel estial  spac e, and the earth. 
F or He al one is The Almighty with I rresistibl e M ight, and 7he 7ruly Wise LQ +LV 
J udgm ents.

,f , Zere to Fherry piFk a set of Ɩyāt froP this Sǌrah as a treasure containing Precious Divine 
7ruth� and for reÀeFtion� it Zould Ee Ɩyah ��� ZhiFh is paraphrased EeloZ�

WhoeYer Zould do riJhteousness on pr em ises of true faith, it is for his own soul, L.H. IRr 
hLV RZQ EHQH¿W� and whoever would do evil, it is l ikewise to the detriment of his own 
soul , L.H. aJaLQVW hLV RZQ EHQH¿W – then to your 5aEE shall you Ee returned upon the 
5HVXrrHFWLRQ IRr ¿Qal MXGJPHQW aQG aZarGV. 

%ayhaTƯ reports on the authority of 0is’ar Zho Tuoted Sa’d ,En ,ErāhƯP to haYe said� 7he 
µ+aZaPƯP’ – the Sǌrahs startinJ Zith +ā’ 0ƯP � Zere Falled µ7he %rides’ of 7he Qur’ān� 

All of the Qur’ān is Elessed and full of ElessinJs� and there are parts of it aEout 
ZhiFh Ze haYe Eeen inforPed of their speFi¿F ElessinJs� One suFh Sǌrah is this� 
=aPakhsharƯ Tuotes WāhidƯ that 7he Prophet�3� said� WhosoeYer reFites�reads Sǌrah  
Al�-āthiya Allāh Zould FoYer his�her µaurah’ and Jrant peaFe durinJ the 7iPe of Judgment. 
Or as 7he Prophet�3� may have said. 

Ɩyāt ������ ������ ����� and ����� haYe an oYerZhelPinJ fraJranFe of the SaFred Divine 
Attributes.

The Sǌrah� Al�-āthiyah� Zas reYealed in M akkah soon after Sǌrah �� and FoPprises �� Ɩyāt� 
It constitutes closing of the Part 25 of The Qur’ān� ZhiFh in turn FoPprises ����� Ɩyāt of 
unequal length and 30 Parts of equal length.
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Al-AhTāf

The Sǌrah takes its title froP the word ‘ al-AhTāf’appearinJ in Ɩyah ��� ZhiFh literally Peans 
‘ The Sand Dunes’. It was the place famous for its sand dunes in the southern part of the 
Arabian Peninsula where the people of ‘ Ɩd liYed� Zho are Pentioned in Ɩyāt ������ and to 
whom 3rophet +ǌd�3� was assigned. This is the seventh and last Sǌrah of the +ā’ 0ƯP series 
Zhere µ+ā’ 0ƯP’ are alZays folloZed Ey a referenFe to 7he Qur’ān� i�e� µ7aQ]ƯlXl .LWāE«’

The Sǌrah Zas reYealed in the EaFkdrop of FhallenJinJ FirFuPstanFes for 7he Prophet�3�. It 
was the tenth year of his 3rophet�hood Zhen a preaFhinJ Pission to the neiJhEorinJ 7ā’if 
collapsed;  he and his followers were besieged in Sha’b AbƯ 7āliE �YiFinity of 0akkah� for 
three years with monitored social and economic boycott. His patroniz ing wife, guardian uncle 
and ¿rstEorn son passed aZay� 7hese years Zere alZays rePePEered as the period of Jrief� 
perseFution and Pisfortunes – A' ��������

It opens with a declaration of the Divine Descent of The Qur’ān � Ɩyah ��� then FondePns 
the folly of idolatry in the face of Allāh’s 3oZer and 3roYidenFe � Ɩyāt ������ it iPpresses 
upon the truth of the Divine M ission of the Prophet M uhammad�3� � Ɩyāt ������ and� Ɩyāt �� 
and 16 carry an important injunction that links kindness to the parents, especially mothers, 
with the award of Allāh �(0�’s Grace in Paradise. This advice is also echoed in Q .17:23, 31:14 
and 46:15, etc.

The Sǌrah Zarns all those Zho persistently deny and Eelie the Divine M ission of the Prophet 
M uhammad�3�, and The Qur’ān� that they shall Ee dooPed and their fate sealed the saPe Zay 
as was of Pharaoh and the People of Al-’AhTāf� the forPer Zas droZned in the 5ed Sea along 
with his army and military might, and the later were made to experience agoniz ing suffering 
and wiped out by a hurricane with their ZoPen and Fhildren� Frops and plantations – Ɩyāt 
21-28. 

It also mentions that a group of jinn were heavenly directed to listen to the recital of some 
parts from the Qur’ān Ey 7he Prophet�3�, they accepted the F aith, and became preachers of the 
)aith to their oZn FoPPunity � Ɩyāt  ������ a situation also Faptured in Sǌrah���� Al�Jinn. 

A conclusion stresses Allāh’s OPnipotenFe� the Fertainty of ForrelatiYes of the )inal Judgment, 
and advice to the Prophet�3� to follow the example of former Prophets who patiently endured 
the insults of the misguided and disEelieYers – Ɩyāt ������

,f , Zere to Fherry piFk a set of Ɩyāt froP this Sǌrah as a treasure containing Precious Divine 
7ruth� and for reÀeFtion� it Zould Ee Ɩyāt �� and ��� ZhiFh are paraphrased EeloZ�
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-  Indeed, those who proclaim: 
 Our 5aEE is Allāh.
 7hen they stand ¿rP on it and l iv e a l ife ful l  of Allāh�FRQVFLRXVQHVV, then no fear 

shall ev er come upon them, and never shall they be saddened or regretful  for their 
pr ocl am ation.

- They will be the People of Paradise, dwelling therein forever, as a reward for what 
WhHy pr ocl aim ed and transl ated it to deeds RI rLJhWHRXVQHVV.

%ayhaTƯ reports on the authority of 0is’ar Zho Tuoted Sa’d ,En ,ErāhƯP to haYe said� 7he 
µ+aZaPƯP’ – the Sǌrahs startinJ Zith +ā’ 0ƯP � Zere Falled µ7he %rides’ of 7he Qur’ān� Or 
as these may have been known.

Ɩyāt ������ ����� and ����� Farry an oYerZhelPinJ fraJranFe of the SaFred Divine Attributes. 

This Sǌrah� Al�AhTāf� Zas reYealed in M akkah probably the same time as Sǌrah ��� and 
FoPprises �� Ɩyāt� ,t Pakes the EeJinninJ of 3art �� of 7he Qur’ān� ZhiFh in turn FoPprises 
����� Ɩyāt of uneTual lenJth and �� 3arts of eTual lenJth�
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M uhammad

The Sǌrah takes its name from the name of the Prophet M uhammad�3�� Pentioned in Ɩyah ��� 
,t is one of the four Ɩyāt that Pention hiP Ey this naPe� the others are Q�������� ����� and 
48:29. It is also called Sǌrah µAl�Qitāl’ in YieZ of its doPinant thePe dealinJ Zith Patters 
relating to taking up arms in the Cause of Allāh�(0�.

It opens with a statement that the belief in Allāh�(0� is tied to the belief in His Prophet 
M uhammad�3� and The Qur’ān� those Zho EelieYe in Prophet M uhammad�3� are assured that 
their sins would be pardoned and their spiritual condition will improve. In the absence of both 
or either their good deeds would go waste. E choing the same article of faith, Q .04:80 reminds 
the faithful that whoever obeys the M essenger M uhammad�3�, in fact, obeys Allāh�(0�.

The Sǌrah distinJuishes a EelieYer froP a disEelieYer Zith reJard to the true nature of their 
deeds – Ɩyāt ������ it e[horts to ¿Jht the disEelieYers – Ɩyāt ������ e[aPines the state of 
disEelieYers – Ɩyāt ����� and ������ folloZed Ey a FoPparison of the ¿nal end of Eoth and 
their aEode � Ɩyāt ������ 

The revelation of the Sǌrah FaPe at a tiPe Zhen )olloZers of 7he Prophet�3� were trapped 
in Yery helpless Fonditions� haYinJ Àed froP their hoPes in M akkah for the safety of their 
lives and faith, and being threatened by a powerful enemy in their new home - 0adƯnah� 
While open hostilities Zith the opponents had not yet EeJun� FirFuPstanFes Zere prediFtinJ 
that a ¿Jht Zith sZords PiJht Ee on the hori]on� 7hus� the ePphasis on the need for Qitāl 
and making resources available for it is very strong, and any disobedience to it was seen as 
a cause of Divine Disobedience, and, thus, severely punishable. The closing is all what it 
says – Ɩyāt ��� 

Y ou will be called upon to spend in the Cause of Allāh�
yet some of you wil l  be grudging and withholding in miserliness;  and
whoever will be grudging and withhold in miserliness, in fact withhold against oneself.
F or Allāh is AEoYe�All�1eed� Zhereas it is you who would be the needy aQG alZayV LQ 
QHHG RI +LV %RXQWy.
And if you wil l  stil l  turn away IrRP WhH &all RI P rop het M uham m ad, He will annihilate 
you and replace you with another people ZhR arH PRrH ZRrWhy RI +LV 5HlLJLRQ;  and, 
then, they will not be the like of you LQ WXrQLQJ aZay IrRP REHGLHQFH WR +LP aQG hLP.

,f , Zere to Fherry piFk a set of Ɩyāt froP this Sǌrah as a treasure containing Precious Divine 
7ruth� and for reÀeFtion� it Zould Ee Ɩyāt �� and ��� ZhiFh are paraphrased EeloZ�

- Those who disbelieve LQ WhH 8QVharHG 8QLWy aQG 8QLTXHQHVV RI Allāh and obstruct 
others from pur suing the Path of Allāh� +e Zill Fause al l  of their good deeds go 
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waste, VR WhHy ZLll ¿QG QR rHZarG IRr WhHVH LQ WhH +HrHaIWHr; 
- while He will absolve them of their sinful deeds who:

 believe LQ WhH 8QVharHG 8QLWy RI Allāh� +LV 0HVVaJHV aQG M essengers, the 
R esurrection and its correl ativ es, and 

 do deeds of righteousness, and 
 believe in what has been revealed onto P rophe t 0uhaPPad – The 4Xr’āQ, 

and
 that it is the W hol e Truth from their Rabb;  and
 He would set aright their hearts and improve their spi ritual  situation                                     

VR WhaW WhHy QHYHr GLVREHy +LP.

All of the Qur’ān is Elessed� and there are parts of it aEout ZhiFh Ze haYe Eeen inforPed aEout 
their speFi¿F ElessinJs� One suFh Sǌrah is this� ,t is reported Ey =aPakhsharƯ in .ashshāf� 
TuotinJ Syed AEƯ Ein .a’E�5A� that The Prophet�3� would recite this Sǌrah� M uhammad, while 
leading the Salāt al�0aJhriE�(YHQLQJ 3rayHrV. It is also linked to him that anyone who would 
recite this Sǌrah� Allāh�(0� shall bless him with streams of 3aradise� Or as 7he Prophet�3� may 
have said. 

This Sǌrah has an oYerZhelPinJ fraJranFe of the SaFred AttriEutes in its Ɩyāt soPe of ZhiFh 
appear as follows: 

- Those who do not believe and obstruct others from pur suing this Path of Allāh� +e 
will cause al l  of their good deeds go waste, VR WhHy ZLll ¿QG QR rHZarG IRr WhHVH LQ 
WhH +HrHaIWHr.

- If you will support Allāh Ey SarWLFLSaWLQJ LQ WhH HIIRrW WR H[alW +LV 5HlLJLRQ RI ,VlāP 
aQG +LV 0HVVHQJHr� He will VXrHly support you aJaLQVW yRXr aGYHrVarLHV, and make 
your foothold ¿rP LQ WhH VHrYLFH RI +LV &aXVH.

- Allāh knoZs wel l  al l  of your active pursuits, as well as your abiding aW rHVW� L.H. +H 
LV IXlly aZarH RI all RI yRXr VWaWHV� VR alZayV rHPaLQ PLQGIXl RI +LP. 

- Allāh is AEoYe�All�1eed� Zhereas it is you who would be the needy aQG alZayV LQ 
QHHG RI +LV %RXQWy.

This Sǌrah� M uhammad, was revealed in 0adƯnah and Fonsists of �� Ɩyāt� ,t Fonstitutes a 
part of the Part 26 of The Qur’ān� ZhiFh in turn FoPprises ����� Ɩyāt of uneTual lenJth and 
30 Parts of equal length.
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Al-F at’h

This Sǌrah is named after the e[pression µAl�)at’h’� appearinJ in Ɩyah ��� Peans µ7he 
9iFtory’� ,t Zas reYealed on the oFFasion of the 7reaty of +udayEƯyyah� A' ���� siJned 
between the M uslim city-state of 0adƯnah and the 0akkan polytheists� 

7he openinJ Ɩyah deFlares the ten�year peaFe treaty an µOutstandinJ 9iFtory’ eYen thouJh a 
couple of its clauses were unbalanced and unfavorable to the apparent interests of the F aithful. 
Y et it was certainly a great moral victory that caused the entry to the fold of ,slāP Ey .hālid 
,En WalƯd� APr ,En Al�µƖs� 8thPān ,En 7alha and 0uāZiyah ,En AEƯ Sufyān and others � all 
famous for their military and political skills. Similarly some tribes switched their alliance to 
the M uslims. This development shifted the tide in favor of the M uslims, and eventually led 
to many more great victories. 

While durinJ the ¿rst �� years� froP the EeJinninJ of the Prophet�3�’s Divine M ission to the 
7reaty of +udayEƯyyah� A' �������� only a feZ thousand people had aFFepted ,slāP� Zithin 
two years after the Treaty, more than 5,000 people had converted. This also ushered a new 
era for M uslim diplomacy where The Prophet�3� sent envoys with his personal letters to six 
of the prominent emperors around the Peninsula, even as far as to E thiopian Negus, inviting 
them to ,slāP � the 5eliJion of One God, the Religion of Peace with honor. The M uslims won 
new victories including the conquest of K hyber, AD 629, followed by the great event when 
M akkah reverted to ,slāP in A' ����

The Sǌrah Farries a disFussion of the funFtion of 7he Prophet�3� with reference to the Pledge 
of AlleJianFe Pade Ey those Zho traYelled Zith hiP to +udayEƯyyah� and a Zord of praise 
for theP – Ɩyāt ����� and ������ folloZed Ey FritiFisP of those Zho had not aFFoPpanied 
hiP – Ɩyāt ������ 

7he folloZinJ Ɩyāt ����� spell out the reasons Zhy ¿JhtinJ Zas preYented in this instanFe� 
and concludes with a contrast between the disbelievers and the believers where the later are 
likened to a saplinJ�plant that Fontinues to Àourish and JroZ ¿rP� Ɩyāt ������ ZhiFh is also 
imaged in the Torah ( 'HXWHrRQRPy �.� aQG ��.�) and the ,nMƯl�Bibl e �0arN �.2��2� aQG �0��2).  
Some highlights of the Sǌrah�

� Ɩyah �� resounds a tie�in of the Prophet M uhammad�3� and Allāh�(0� by declaring 
that whoever will swear their word of allegiance to the P rophe t, in fact, swear their 
word of allegiance to Allāh� and Allāh shall Fonfer on theP a Jreat reZard�

� Ɩyah �� reiterates the Divine Promise in Q .03:139 and Q .04:141 that Allāh�(0� will 
never allow the disEelieYers to ¿nd a Zay to triuPph oYer the true EelieYers� and 
that you Zould alZays Ee the superior side in a FonÀiFt� if you are true EelieYers� 
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� Ɩyah �� states that M uhammad is the )LQal M essenger of Allāh�(0�;  and whoever 
would be with him in F aith shall be unyielding against the disbelievers, but 
compassionate among themselves.

,f , Zere to Fherry piFk an Ɩyah froP this Sǌrah as a treasure containing Precious Divine 
7ruth� and for reÀeFtion� it Zould Ee Ɩyah ��� ZhiFh is paraphrased EeloZ�

,t is +e – Allāh � Who has assiJned +is 0essenJer M uham m ad with the D iv ine Guidance 
and the True Religion of ,VlāP, 
so that He may cause it prevail over the fal sehood of all other religions.
And Allāh suf¿Fes as a Witness�

,En .athƯr and QurtuEƯ Farry a report suJJestinJ that 7he Prophet�3� was said to be reciting 
this Sǌrah Al�)at’h Zhile ridinJ his FaPel on the day Zhen M akkah reverted to ,slāP –  �� 
5aPadān A+ �� ForrespondinJ to �� -anuary A' ���� Or as 7he Prophet�3� may have recited.

%okhārƯ Tuotes 7he Prophet�3� to have said that Allāh�(0� has one hundred minus one Bl essed 
Names/ M aj estic Attributes, i.e. 99. Some of these are well known including the following in 
this Sǌrah�

- Allāh has alZays Eeen aQG Vhall alZayV EH AlPiJhty and Wise�
- Allāh has alZays Eeen aQG Vhall alZayV EH Powerful over everything.
- Allāh has alZays Eeen aQG Vhall alZayV EH Aware of whatever you do.

In addition, this Sǌrah has speFi¿F Ɩyāt Zith fraJranFe of the SaFred AttriEutes� soPe of 
which are 01-07, 10, 14, 17, 23 and 26-29.

This Sǌrah� Al�)at’h� Zas reYealed in 0adƯnah after siJninJ the 7reaty of +udayEƯyyah� A' 
���� and FoPprises �� Ɩyāt� ,t Fonstitutes a part of the 3art �� of 7he Qur’ān� ZhiFh in turn 
FoPprises ����� Ɩyāt of uneTual lenJth and �� 3arts of eTual lenJth�

Introducing �e Qur’ān by Badr Hashemi107



Al�+uMurāt

The Sǌrah takes its title µAl�+uMurāt’ froP Ɩyah ��� plural of µal�huMurah’� literally Pean the 
rooms;  but it implies ‘ The L iving Q uarters’ wherein the Prophet�3� lived with his family in 
0adƯnah� and Zere FonneFted direFtly to the oriJinal struFture of the Prophet’s M asjid. The 
Sǌrah is uniTue in its teaFhinJs aEout the social manners and etiquette among those who had 
entered the F old of ,slāP after M akkah reverted to ,slāP� and Post of AraEia had FoPe under 
The Prophet�3�’s rule. 

It covers things injurious to the social relationships, the most common being derision, 
defamation, calling others by offensive nicknames, racism, tribalism, class system, ill-
opinion or neJatiYe suspiFions and FlaiPs of superiority� etF� 7he Fontents of its Ɩyāt are 
ever-living, ever-guiding. 

The Sǌrah Zarns M uslims to be on their guard against giving credence to false rumours, as 
such rumours are calculated to land M uslims into very awkward situations. It emphasiz es the 
siJni¿FanFe of uniYersal Erotherhood aPonJ M uslims and mentions some social evils which, 
if not guarded against and effectively checked in time, are calculated to eat into the vitals of 
a community and undermine its soFial and Poral struFture� Of these social evils the common 
ones are suspicion, false accusation, spying, and backbiting;  and most pronounced and far 
reaching in their evil consequences are conceit and pride born of a false sense of racial 
superiority� ,n speFi¿F�

� Ɩyāt – ������ 7he openinJ Ɩyāt are unaniPously taken to refer to the tiPe of the 
visit of a Bedouin delegation to the Prophet�3� in 0adƯnah� a Fouple of years Eefore 
he left this world, where they called him aloud by name, rudely and crudely, several 
times before he came out of his living quarters. Thus the teaching: Those who 
would call out The Prophet�3�, from outside his family quarters, most of them do not 
have any sense of manners. And if they would only be patient until he came out to 
them, it would have been much better. 

� Ɩyāt – ������ SittinJ in the M asjid, with the Green Dome now, some companions 
of the Prophet�3� argued in heat of emotions. Thus were they warned how to speak in 
presence of their L eader�3�: do not shout words at him, as you shout to one another, 
but speak lower than that, out of respect and reverence for him. 

� Ɩyah � ��� Should a ZiFked person FoPe up to you Zith soPe pieFe of inforPation� 
then you shall ¿rst inYestiJate it and Farefully asFertain its truth� lest you hurt a 
people out of ignorance and later regret over what you may have done against them.

� Ɩyāt – ������ .eep the FoPPunal harPony and solidarity as all M uslims are 
brothers and sisters and it is incumbent that they make all endeavour to ensure that 
peace and happiness is maintained amongst themselves, and the society at large.
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� Ɩyāt – ��� ,t e[pressly forEids to spy on or pry into the seFrets� priYate life and 
affairs of other people.

� Ɩyāt – ��� 7he Sǌrah teaFhes soPe of the social virtues, and enjoins to avoid certain 
vices which are the bane of society, showing that brotherhood in ,slāP is not Eased 
on the distinctions of tribes and families, but on piety, righteousness and obedience 
to Allāh�(0�’s ,nMunFtions – µWaTZa’. 

,f , Zere to Fherry piFk a set of Ɩyāt froP this Sǌrah as a treasure containing Precious Divine 
7ruth� and for reÀeFtion� it Zould Ee Ɩyāt �� and ��� ZhiFh are paraphrased EeloZ�

� O 7he )aithful�
 Y ou shall not let one group of men make fun of or m ock or ridicul e another group 

of men, for LW LV TXLWH lLNHly WhaW they may be better than them.
 Nor Vhall yRX lHW RQH JrRXS RI women ev er m ake fun of or j eer or m ock or ridicul e 

other group of women, who may be better than them.
 And� you shall not ¿nd faults Zith one another� yRX Vhall QRW sl ander one another; 

and you shall not WaXQW Ey using offensiv e nicknames for one another.
 A nd miserable shall it be to be called a mischief-maker after accepting the F aith 

of ,VlāP. And whosoever does it but does not feel  rem orseful  and repent such 
behaviour, then such pe opl e shall be the wrongdoers, aQG� VXrHly� WhH FXrVH RI Allāh 
Vhall EH XSRQ WhH ZrRQJGRHrV.

�  O 7he )aithful�
 Y ou shall avoid most suspicions as some suspicions are indeed sinful, L.H. LW FaXVHV 

RQH WR Iall LQWR VLQ. And you shall not be curious WR ¿QG RXW IaXlWV RI RWhHrV, and you 
shall not spy on one another – bot h at indiv idual  and com m unal  l ev el ; 

 you shall not speak ill of people behind their backs, L.H. GR QRW EaFNELWH one another:
 Would any one of you enMoy eatinJ the Àesh of his dead Erother" 
 This comparison matches the hideousness of backbiting with the most disgusting 

thing imaginable.  Y ou would surely consider it disgusting and repulsive.
 So you would always stay conscious of Allāh’s inMunFtions and do not do it�
 Surely, Allāh is both Acceptor of Repentance of those who rep ent, as wel l  as 

Compassionate to them . 

%okhārƯ Tuotes 7he Prophet�3� to have said that Allāh�(0� has one hundred minus one Bl essed 
Names/ M aj estic Attributes, i.e. 99. Some of which appear in this Sǌrah�

- Indeed, Allāh /istens WR yRXr VayLQJV� and K nows HYHryWhLQJ RI yRXr PRWLYHV aQG 
EHhaYLRXr.

- Allāh is (Yer�)orJiYer� (Yer�0erFiful�
- Allāh is alZayV Aware RI yRXr GRLQJ aQG Wise LQ +LV EHVWRZal RI JraFH.
- Indeed, Allāh is both Acceptor of Repentance of those who woul d repe nt, and 

Compassionate to those who die rep entant.   
- Allāh is All�.noZinJ as wel l  as All-Aware RI ZhR LV PRVW GHYRXW aQG EHVW LQ SLHWy 

aPRQJ yRX.
- Allāh is All�AZare aEout eYerythinJ�
- Indeed, Allāh knoZs all the iPperFeptiEle to the senses of hum ans and j inn in the 

cosmos, the cel estial  spac e and the earth.
- Allāh perFeiYes Zhatev er you do – ZhHWhHr SXElLFly Rr SrLYaWHly aV QRWhLQJ FaQ EH 

FRQFHalHG IrRP +LP.

This Sǌrah� Al�+uMurāt� Zas reYealed in 0adƯnah and Fonsists of �� Ɩyāt� ,t Fonstitutes a part 
of the Part 26 of The Qur’ān� ZhiFh in turn FoPprises ����� Ɩyāt of uneTual lenJth and �� 
Parts of equal length.
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Qāf

The Sǌrah takes its title froP Ɩyah ��� Zhere µQāf’ is one letter of the AraEiF AlphaEet� 
pronounFed as Zritten� ,t is also knoZn to soPe as µAl�%āsiTāt’� µ7he 7oZerinJ’� appearinJ 
in Ɩyah ��� 7his is the only Sǌrah that Farries the AraEiF e[pression of µal�Za’ƯG’� meaning 
‘ the threat of punishment’ four times, while rest of The Qur’ān Farries it only tZo tiPes�

The Sǌrah ePphasi]es the thePes of Resurrection, the Time of F inal Judgment, and the 
ultiPate suFFess of those Zho haYe ¿rP faith in Allāh�(0� and His Prophets�3�. 

The ‘ Creation’ is cited as an indication of Allāh�(0�’s OYerZhelPinJ 3oZer to ErinJ the dead 
back to life, and emphasis is placed on the powerlessness of man during the Time of F inal 
Judgment. It also presents episodes from the lives of ancient communities of Prophets Noah�3� 
and L ot�3�, and people of 7haPǌd� the Pharaoh, ‘ Ɩd� and 7uEEa’ � Zho persistently Eelied and 
denied Allāh�(0�’s M essages and were thus destroyed. 

The Sǌrah is thePatiFally linked Zith the preYious as it tauJht the etiTuettes aPonJ M uslims, 
and this one teaches the proper behaviors with non-M uslims;  its linkage to the next Sǌrah is 
established through increasing reference to the Hereafter.

The Sǌrah Fontains YiYid desFriptions of the /ast +our� inFludinJ a JliPpse of the +ell¿re 
to create fear that propels us to be as good a M uslim as we can. If fear is missing, it is easy 
to fall into sin at times of temptation, and if hope of Paradise is missing, then this can lead to 
despair and fatalism. Thus, the Qur’ān Paintains this EalanFe throuJhout its narratiYes and 
discussions. 

K ey points of the Sǌrah FoPprise�

- Ɩyāt – ������ ��� /ook at the thinJs around you for those Zho Zant proof of 
Allāh�(0�’s Creative Powers.

- Ɩyah – �� and ��� WatFh at hoZ lifeless plants are ErouJht to life� water and life is 
balanced and the planets do not go crashing into one another. 

- Ɩyāt – ������ ���  /earn lesson froP the fate of forPer peoples Zho denounFed the 
truth.

- Ɩyāt – ������  ,PaJine one’s Jood�Ead deeds EeinJ PetiFulously reForded Ey the 
angels on our shoulders. 

- Ɩyāt – �� and ��� 7he 3roPised 7iPe arriYes� unFertainty of Zhich turns into 
certainty.

- Ɩyāt – ������ )aith� Eelief and deeds deFide one’s destiny – ¿re or ÀoZers�
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� Ɩyah – ��� 5eali]e that Hell speaks to Allāh�(0� announcing it has space for much 
more, many more. 

� Ɩyāt – ������ Work toZards attaininJ the status of those enterinJ the Paradise and 
told: E nter it in peace!

� Ɩyah – ��� ,n Patters of )aith� endure ZhateYer they alleJe or rebuke, and glorify 
the Praise of your Rabb. 

,f , Zere to Fherry piFk an Ɩyah froP this Sǌrah as a treasure containing Precious Divine 
7ruth� and for reÀeFtion� it Zould Ee Ɩyah ��� ZhiFh is paraphrased EeloZ�

O  The 3rRShHW�
We are fully aZare of ZhateYer they alleJe aJaLQVW 8V� 2Xr )LQal 0HVVaJH 
and its M essanger M uham m ad, 
but it is not for you to compel them Rr FRHrFH WhHP WR HPEraFH WhH )aLWh RI ,VlāP.
Just keep on exhorting by this Qur’ān ZhoeYer fears 0y WarninJ of the Tim e 
ZhHQ QR RQH Vhall EH VSarHG RI WhH SrRFHVV RI aFFRXQWaELlLWy IRr hLV�hHr bel ief and deeds.

,En .athƯr� ƖlǌsƯ and QurtuEƯ Farry a reports that The Prophet�3� would recite this Sǌrah durinJ 
the F estive Salāt�3rayers of µ(id al�)itr and µ(id al�Adha� the &onJreJation Salāt�Prayer of 
F ridays, and sometimes during the Salāt al�)aMr�0orninJ Prayer. It is said that he did so 
because it contains references about the beginning of creation, Resurrection, Standing before 
Allāh�(0�, the Reckoning, the Paradise, the F ire, Allāh�(0�’s reward and punishment, lessons 
of encouragement, and lessons of discouragement. The Prophet�3�’s frequent recitation of this 
Sǌrah has led soPe to Fonsider it as the µJreatest’ of Sǌrahs� Allāh�(0� and His Prophet�3� would 
know better.

All of the Qur’ān is Elessed and full of ElessinJs� and there are parts of it aEout ZhiFh Ze 
haYe Eeen inforPed aEout their speFi¿F ElessinJs� One suFh Sǌrah is this reJardinJ ZhiFh 
=aPakhsharƯ and QurtuEƯ report� TuotinJ the Prophet�3�, that whoever would recite this Sǌrah� 
Qāf�  and aFts Ey it, Allah�(0� shall alleYiate the dif¿Fulties and throes of death for him/ her. Or 
as The Prophet�3� may have said. 

Ɩyah �� Farries a fraJranFe of the SaFred AttriEutes� µ0y Word of J udgm ent from M e shall 
not change. But I shall never be unjust to 0y servants.’

This Sǌrah� Qāf� Zas reYealed in 0akkah and Fonsists of �� Ɩyāt� ,t Fonstitutes a part of the 
Part 26 of The Qur’ān� ZhiFh in turn FoPprises ����� Ɩyāt of uneTual lenJth and �� 3arts 
of equal length.
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Al�'hāriyāt

The Sǌrah takes its title froP the openinJ Ɩyah� Zhere the e[pression� pronounFed as µAdh�
'hāriyāt’� oFFurs� it Peans µ7he SFatters’� or µ7hose that SFatter’� or µ7he SFatterinJ Winds’� ,t 
deals with the Hereafter, Allāh’s 8nshared 8nity and 8niTueness� ZarninJ to the disbelievers, 
reminding them what happened to many former communities who had obstinately persisted 
in disbelief and wrongdoing. Consider the following:

� Ɩyāt ������ Zinds�rain as a sourFe of sustenanFe� possiEly a Petaphor� and then 
attesting to the Time of F inal Judgment. 

� Ɩyāt ������ state intelleFtual fallaFies at the heart of disEelief� 
� Ɩyāt ������ Fontrast the fate of those Zho are heedless of Zhat Allāh has FoPPanded 

to do and Zhat is to Eefall theP in the +ereafter – µthose Zho FonMunFture’� and 
‘ those who are reverent’ because they had been virtuous in the life of this world as 
they would sleep a little and stand in devotional worship during the later part of the 
night before morning twilight, and were aware of the needs of the others, and took 
Fare of theP froP the proYisions and resourFes that We proYided�

� Ɩyāt ������ 7he 'iYine &reatiYe 3oZer – see the miracles around you in great 
system of cosmos and the univ erse, on and in the earth, ev en within yourselves are 
wondrous VLJQV RI ELRlRJLFal FrHaWLYLWy� and eYerythinJ has Eeen Freated in pairs – 
the oppos ite, for pur pos es of repr oduction and pe rpe tuation of its own spe cies. 

� Ɩyāt ������ narratiYes froP the saFred history of Noah�3�, Abraham�3�, M oses�3� and 
L ot�3�. 

� Ɩyāt ����� and ������ SiJns for the disbelievers in the destruction of the former 
FoPPunities Zho had oEstinately persisted in disEelief and ZronJdoinJ – Pharaoh, 
Ɩd and 7haPǌd�

� Ɩyāt ������ allusion to 7he 'iYine OPnipotenFe proYided Ey natural order� 
� Ɩyāt ����� and ������ relationship EetZeen 7he Divine and the huPan – human 

Zas not Freated to Perely seek their oZn sustenanFe� Eut to suEPit to +iP� While 
He has no need for them, it is they who are in need of Him.

� Ɩyāt ������ ZarninJ to the disbelievers and misguided who follow customs of their 
time blindly as this would not help at the Time of F inal -udJPent� Ɩyah �� is linked 
to Ɩyāt ������

,f , Zere to Fherry piFk a set of Ɩyāt froP this Sǌrah as a treasure containing Precious Divine 
7ruth� and for reÀeFtion� it Zould Ee Ɩyāt ������ ZhiFh are paraphrased EeloZ�

O  The 3rRShHW�

OnFe you haYe deliYered 7he 0essaJe of The 4Xr’āQ� turn away from them aV yRX arH 
QHLWhHr rHVSRQVLElH IRr WhHP QRr yRX FaQ WhrXVW LW Ey IRrFH. Y ou shall not be blamed.

I / W e start by the Bl essed Name of Allāh� 
7he ,n¿nitely 0erFiful to al l , The E ver-Compassionate WR HYHryRQH.
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Y ou arH RQly rHVSRQVLElH WR remind them JHQWly aQG XQFHaVLQJly as The 5ePinder – The 
4Xr’aQ ± Eene¿ts the EelieYers Ey LQFrHaVLQJ WhHLr VSLrLWXal LQVLJhW aQG JLYLQJ WhHP 
pow er of knowl edge.

%okhārƯ Tuotes 7he Prophet�3� to have said that Allāh�(0� has one hundred minus one Bl essed 
Names/ M aj estic A ttributes, i.e. 99 including the following in this Sǌrah�

� ,ndeed� +e is the All�Wise and the All-K nowing.
- Indeed, it is Allāh al one Who is the Sol e Provider of life sustenance WR all. AQG +H 

is the 3ossessor of OYerpoZerinJ &ontrol�

This Sǌrah� Al�'hāriyāt� Zas reYealed in 0akkah and Fonsists of �� Ɩyāt� ,t Fonstitutes 
the tail end part of the Part 26 and initial part of the Part 27 of The Qur’ān� ZhiFh in turn 
FoPprises ����� Ɩyāt of uneTual lenJth and �� 3arts of eTual lenJth�
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Al�7ǌr

The Sǌrah derives its naPe froP the Zord µal�7ǌr’� pronounFed as µat� 7ǌr’� Peans µ7he 
M ount’, implying M t. Sināi� in Ɩyah ��� 7he Pention of µ7he 0ount’ is an indiFation of a 
similarity between the missions and the messages of two great Prophets: M uhammad�3� and 
M oses�3�� Zhile the forPer reFeiYed a Fall at 0t� 1ǌr �&aYe +irā’);  the later received it on M t. 
Sināi� and tiPinJs of Eoth Zere strikinJly siPilar – niJhttiPe� after the PidniJht� 7hus� the 
implied message is that punishment shall befall the opponents of the Prophet M uhammad�3� 

just as it befell the opponents of M oses�3�. 

The Sǌrah opens Zith a series of af¿rPations of the Fertainty and iPPinenFe of the 7iPe of 
F inal -udJPent and its ForrelatiYes – Ɩyāt ������ folloZed Ey desFriptions of Zhat is in store 
for the PisJuided – Ɩyāt ������ ZhiFh is Fontrasted Ey Zhat aZaits the Yirtuous – Ɩyāt ������ 

Ɩyāt ����� Farry a stronJ Divine Response to the accusations made against The Prophet�3� 
that he was a soothsayer, or possessed, or a poet;  and, then it speaks about his mission which 
warns people about the consequences of their denial of his message, and challenges them 
to produFe a siPilar PessaJe of spiritual� intelleFtual and literary e[FellenFe – Ɩyāt ������

A series of Tuestions� startinJ Zith µ'o they «� Were they «"’ are raised to Pake disbelievers’ 
arJuPents look ridiFulously untenaEle – Ɩyāt ������ 7he Prophet�3� is advised to ignore them 
for they Zould ultiPately taste the fruits of their attitude and PotiYes – Ɩyāt ������

,f , Zere to Fherry piFk a set of Ɩyāt froP this Sǌrah as a treasure containing Precious Divine 
7ruth� and for reÀeFtion� it Zould Ee Ɩyāt �� and ��� ZhiFh are paraphrased EeloZ�

And O  P rophe t 0XhaPPaG�
<RX Vhall QRW EH GLVPayHG.
Be patient aW WhH LQVXlWV aQG PRFNHry RI WhH disbel iev ers for the judgment of your Rabb 
shal l  take care of them .
,ndeed you are in Our SiJht aQG :H Vhall SrRWHFW yRX;
Y ou shall Glorify your Rabb with Praise when you arise for worshipf ul  m editation and 
3rayHrV.
And you shall al so Glorify Him during part of the night, and at the tim e of setting of the 
stars before dawn.

,En .athƯr Farries a narratiYe Zhere Syed -uEayr Ein 0utCiP�5A� is reported to have said: I 
heard the Prophet�3� reciting Sǌrah At�7ǌr’ Zhile prayinJ Salāt al�0aJhriE�(YHQLQJ 3rayHrV. 
Surely, I have never heard a more beautiful voice or recitation than his recitation. 

%okharƯ reForded that Syedah 8PP SalaPah�5A� heard it being recited by the Prophet�3� in al-
0asMid al�+arāP in M akkah while leading Salāt al�M aghrib/ E vening Prayers. 

I / W e start by the Bl essed Name of Allāh� 
7he ,n¿nitely 0erFiful to al l , The E ver-Compassionate WR HYHryRQH.
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All of the Qur’ān is Elessed and full of ElessinJs� and there are parts of it aEout ZhiFh Ze haYe 
Eeen inforPed aEout their speFi¿F ElessinJs� One suFh Sǌrah is this� =aPakhsharƯ Farries 
a report in his .ashshāf TuotinJ Syed AEƯ Ein .a’E�5A� that The Prophet�3� said� µWhoeYer 
would recite this Sǌrah at�7ǌr shall Ee on the truth in his belief in Allāh� and thus entitled to 
proteFtion froP the sufferinJ of the )ire� and Eene¿t froP pleasures of 3aradise’� Or as 7he 
Prophet�3� may have said.

%okhārƯ Tuotes 7he Prophet�3� of having said that Allāh�(0� has one hundred minus one Bl essed 
Names/ M aj estic Attributes, i.e. 99, some of these are included in this Sǌrah�

� ,ndeed� it is +e Who is 7he %ene¿Fent� 7he Compassionate.
- E xalted be Allāh far above whatever they associate with Him LQ 'LYLQLWy� 8QLWy� 

:RrVhLS aQG &RPPaQG.

This Sǌrah� at�7ǌr� Zas reYealed in M akkah after Sǌrah �� and FoPprises �� Ɩyāt� ,t 
constitutes a part of the Part 27 of The Qur’ān FoPprisinJ ����� Ɩyāt of uneTual lenJth and 
30 Parts of equal length.
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Al-Najm

The Sǌrah derives its name from the word ‘ al-Najm’, pronounced as ‘ an-Najm’, meaning 
µ7he Star’� appearinJ in Ɩyah ��� ,t Zarns the polytheists aEout their attitude toZards the 
Qur’ān� and rePinds theP that their Eeliefs are Eased on Pere surPises� Zhile they should 
follow the Straight Path leading to Allāh�(0� – 7hH 2QH aQG 2Qly *RG. It also stresses that the 
Religion which M uhammad�3� preaches is not the one he has faked but whatever he speaks of  
The Qur’ān is a Divine Revelation from Allāh�(0�, Rabb of all existence.

7here is a lot of syPEolisP� syPEoliF allusions and poetiF poZer in Ɩyāt ����� that deal 
with an exclusive, miraculous and extraordinary experience of The Prophet�3� - physical 
experience of spiritual ascension. It is considered to be linked to the famous Night Journey 
and Ascension, al�,Vrā’ Zal 0L’rāM ± 4.���0�, where The Prophet�3� travelled through the 
seven heavens to The Divine Presence - within two bows’ of length or even closer.  

Ɩyāt ����� reproaFh the idolaters for their aEstraFt FonFept of belief, then a discussion of 
the causative factors of their ignorance, and a condemnation of those who seek intercession 
froP anJels� Ɩyāt ����� Fall upon people to reÀeFt on their oriJin and creation, attest to the 
Scriptures of M oses and Abraham, describe punishment of the former communities for their 
disEelief� and ¿nally an adPonition to heed 7he Qur’ān�

Highlights of the Sǌrah FoPprise the folloZinJ�

- No burdened-soul of misdeeds shall carry the burden of misdeeds of any other soul.
- E very person shall face the consequences of what he/ she strives for in the worldly 

life.
- Result of his striving shall be weighed, judged and rewarded to the full extent.
- Prostrate yourselves in subm ission to and worship of Allāh al one, and no one el se 

– no idols, no images, no objects, no angels, no jinns and no humans.

,f , Zere to Fherry piFk a set of Ɩyāt froP this Sǌrah as a treasure containing Precious Divine 
7ruth� and for reÀeFtion� it Zould Ee parts of Ɩyāt ������ ZhiFh are paraphrased EeloZ�

Allāh shall reZard evil of deeds with evil of suffering, and
acts of kindness with kindness of benevolence.
Those believers who refrain from major sins and obscenities, 
eYen thouJh they Pay stuPEle into Pinor oYersiJhts� Zill ¿nd their 5aEE 
Abounding in His F orgiveness. 

%okhārƯ� 0usliP� AEu 'āZǌd and 1asā’Ư Farry separate reports to suJJest that Syed AEdullāh 
Ein 0asCǌd�5A� said that Sǌrah 1aMaP Zas the ¿rst Sǌrah in ZhiFh a prostration was revealed 
Yide Ɩyah ��� 7he Prophet�3� recited it in M akkah and prostrated, and so did those who were 
Zith hiP� Or as 7he Prophet�3� may have practiced.

I / W e start by the Bl essed Name of Allāh� 
7he ,n¿nitely 0erFiful to al l , The E ver-Compassionate WR HYHryRQH.
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7he folloZinJ Ɩyāt Farry an oYerZhelPinJ fraJranFe of the SaFred AttriEutes� 

� Ɩyah �� � 7o Allāh EelonJs both the L ast ( E nd of Tim e� as Zell as the )irst 
( Beginning of Tim e��  

� Ɩyah 32 -  A s for those who refrain from major sins and obscenities, even though 
they may stumble into minor oversights, ZLll ¿QG their Rabb Abounding in His 
F orgiveness. 

� Ɩyah �� � So ZhiFh of your 5aEE’s OYerZhelPinJ 3oZers Zould you deny"   

This Sǌrah� an�1aMP� Zas reYealed in M akkah shortly after Sǌrah ��� and FoPprises �� 
Ɩyāt� Ɩyah �� entails prostration. It constitutes a part of the Part 27 of The Qur’ān� ZhiFh in 
turn FoPprises ����� Ɩyāt of uneTual lenJth and �� 3arts of eTual lenJth�
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Al-Q amar

The Sǌrah takes its naPe froP the Zord µAl�QaPar’� PeaninJ µ7he 0oon’� froP Ɩyah ��� 
The symbolic use of the moon is meant to warn the disbelievers of their impending fate 
during the Time of F inal Judgment: ‘ as the Time will draw near;  the moon will split’. The 
primary theme centers around the fate of those men and women who disbelieve.

While the Sǌrah talks aEout the approaFhinJ 7iPe of )inal Judgment, it also tells that 
Allāh�(0�’s judgment may come here and now.  There are references to the Great F lood of 
Noah�3�, the People of ‘ Ɩd� 7haPǌd� the 3eople of /ot�3�, the Pharaoh and his people, who 
suffered PerFiless retriEution – Ɩyāt ������ 7hese narratiYes are intended to serYe as a 
deterrent and warn the disEelieYers – past� present and future � and Fonsole and PotiYate the 
EelieYers – past� present and future � Zho are JiYen the Jood neZs that they Zill Ee in the 
proximity of their Rabb in the Gardens of Bliss. It also contains a prophetical reference to the 
Battle of %adr – A' ��� � ZhiFh Zas to huPEle the poZer of the arroJant� 

Ɩyāt ��� ��� �� and �� Fontain a PessaJe repeated four tiPes� We haYe Pade 7he Qur’ān 
easy to learn and take heed. So is there anyone of you who would learn and take heed?  
This repetition of four times comes between multiple narratives of people who ignored the 
reYelation and faFed the Wrath of Allāh�(0�. Thus, the message is clear that the only way to 
seeking Pleasure of Allāh�(0� is through understanding and following The Qur’ān�

Ɩyāt ����� Pention of the sufferinJ that aZait the Juilty� Fontain disFussion of the nature 
of Allāh’s 'eFree and the proFess of aFFountaEility� and a FlosinJ Zith reZards aZaitinJ the 
reverent.

,f , Zere to Fherry piFk an Ɩyah froP this Sǌrah as a treasure containing Precious Divine 
7ruth� and for reÀeFtion� it Zould Ee Ɩyah ��� Zith its repetitious assertions� is paraphrased 
below:

And indeed We haYe Pade 7he Qur’ān easy to learn and take heed;  
so is there anyone RI yRX to learn and take heed?

,En .athƯr and 7aEarƯ Farry lonJ reports that one eYeninJ 7he Prophet�3� was addressing a 
group of believers and disEelieYers in 0inā� outskirts of M akkah. The disbelievers had been 
insisting on him to perform some miracles in support of the truth of his Divine M ission. 
So The Prophet�3� raised his right hand and pointed to the moon, whereupon it appeared to 
separate into tZo halYes� one on either side of 0t� +irā’. He�3� then said: ‘ Bear witness! ’ and 
the line of separation disappeared. All were left speechless, but his adversaries dismissed it as 
an illusion of sorcery. Allah�(0� and The Prophet�3� would know it better.

I / W e start by the Bl essed Name of Allāh� 
7he ,n¿nitely 0erFiful to al l , The E ver-Compassionate WR HYHryRQH.
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,En .athƯr reports a +adƯth of AEǌ WaTid� in ZhiFh it is Pentioned that the Prophet�3� used 
to reFite Sǌrahs Qāf ���� and Al�QaPar �this one� durinJ PaMor JatherinJs and oFFasions 
because these contain Allāh�(A�’s promises and warnings, and information about the origin of 
creation, the Resurrection, Allāh�(0�’s 8nshared 8nity and 8niTueness� and the af¿rPation of 
his Prophet-hood among the great objectives. 

Ɩyah �� has oYerZhelPinJ fraJranFe of the SaFred AttriEute� 

And Our &oPPand to ordain som ething is nothinJ Eut a sinJle Word� ‘%H�’� which is 
carried out as VZLIWly
as the blinking of an eye WR LWV FRPSlHWLRQ ZLWh SHrIHFWLRQ.

This Sǌrah� Al�QaPar� Zas reYealed in 0akkah and Fonsists of �� Ɩyāt� ,t Fonstitutes a part 
of the Part 27 of The Qur’ān� ZhiFh in turn FoPprises ����� Ɩyāt of uneTual lenJth and �� 
Parts of equal length.
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Al-5ahPān

The Sǌrah takes its name from the expression ‘ Al-5ahPān’� ZhiFh Fonstitutes Ɩyah ��� ,t is 
pronounced as ‘ Ar-5ahPān’� ,t is one of the 0aMestiF AttriEutes of Allāh�(0�, meaning ‘ The 
E ver-&oPpassionate’ or µ7he /ord of ,n¿nite 0erFy�’  7he AttriEute� appearinJ �� tiPes 
in The Qur’ān� ePEraFes all e[istenFe Zith PerFy� JraFe� and faYor Zithout disFriPination 
as He gives life, maintains, provides, and equips all with the capacities necessary for each 
as a manifestation of the M ajestic Attribute: The E ver-&oPpassionate� 7he /ord of ,n¿nite 
M ercy.  

The thematic structure of the Sǌrah is reÀeFted in the JraPPatiFal struFture� ZhiFh ePploys 
the dual form of many verbs and pronouns, and is addressed to both the human and the jinn 
through His Prophet, M uhammad�3�, who was, thus understood, assigned to both the creations. 
It describes their Freation� rePinds theP that eYerythinJ in this uniYerse has a ¿nite lifespan 
after which it will end, and then resurrected to face the consequences of its endeavors. 

�� Ɩyāt of 7he Sǌrah Fonstantly rePind of +is 0erFy and )aYors Ey takinJ Fare of theP 
spiritually by teaching them His Great Religion of ,slāP� JiYinJ theP Zorldly skills and 
intelligence as a part of the material welfare and having created this beautiful world full of 
wonders all around, ‘ So which aQG hRZ PaQy of the favors of your Rabb in the m aterial  and 
spi ritual  real m s will you not acknowledge with gratitude"’ � an Ɩyah� Fru[ of the Sǌrah� 
repeats itself thirty one times to emphasiz e the majestic wonders of Ar-5ahPān�

7he AraEiF SaFred 7e[t uses the e[pression of µAlā’ Zithin the saPe Ɩyah as Pany tiPes� 
which literally means ‘ blessings’ or ‘ bounties’ or even ‘ favors.’ However, in a departure 
from the conventional rendering, this meaning has been rendered somewhat differently as 
the Fonte[t Pay reTuire Eut Pore in line Zith +is 3oZer�3oZers – Q udrat � reÀeFted in +is 
E xalted Names and M ajestic Attributes.

Ɩyah �� is eFhoed in Ɩyah �� shoZinJ that Allāh transFends the ElessinJs of this earth and 
He transcend the blessings of the heaven:

27. And there remains the F ace of your Rabb, F ull of Splendor and )Xll RI Honour.
78. Blessed is the Name of your Rabb, F ull of Splendor and )Xll RI Honor.

,f , Zere to Fherry piFk a set of Ɩyāt froP this Sǌrah as a treasure containing Precious Divine 
7ruth� and for reÀeFtion� it Zould Ee Ɩyāt ������ Zhere Ɩyah �� is repeated �� tiPes� the set 
is paraphrased below:

Ar-5ahPān – Allāh� 7hH /RrG RI ,Q¿QLWH 0HrFy.
The O ne Who tauJht/ teaches, ZhRPHYHr +H :Lll� WR rHaG aQG XQGHrVtand The Qur’ān�
+H created the spe cies of human being aQG HYHryWhLQJ HlVH.

I / W e start by the Bl essed Name of Allāh� 
7he ,n¿nitely 0erFiful to al l , The E ver-Compassionate WR HYHryRQH.
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And +H taught him LQWHllLJHQW WhRXJhW aQG HlRTXHQW speech.
The sun and the moon revolve to an exact calculation;  
and the grass and the trees both bow down aQG FRPSly ZLWh ZhaW LV rHTXLrHG RI WhHP. 
And +H raised up the cosmos high abov e the earth, and 
+H established the Balance - GyQaPLF HTXLlLErLXP,
so that you shall not go beyond the pr ope r l im its of the balance, 
L.H. Vhall QRW GLVWXrE aQG GR LQMXVWLFH LQ yRXr RZQ lLYHV� 
and you shall establish correct measure, weigh with justice, and not compromise the 
balance. 
And the earth - He set it in place for the living of al l  creatures:  m an, j inn and others; 
in it are sweet fruits RI LPPHQVH YarLHWy� FRlRXr� ÀaYRr aQG WaVWH� and
the date palm trees with sheathed clusters of fruit- stal ks, 
and also grains with husk, and fragrant ÀRZHrV aQG VFHQWHG herbs.
7hen hoZ Pany of the ,n¿nite %ounties of your 5aEE� The P ossessor of P ower, 
shall you both, m an and j inn, not acknowledge with gratitude?   

,En .athƯr and =aPakhsharƯ Farry a report TuotinJ Syed -āEir Ein µAEd Allāh al�AnsārƯ�5A� 
that ‘ The M essenger of Allāh�3� was reciting Sǌrah Al�5ahPān to us� and Zhen he FoPpleted 
it� he reParked� µWhat is ZronJ Zith you that you haYe Eeen silent throuJhout" &ertainly� 
the Minn are Pore responsiYe than you� 1ot onFe did , reFite this Ɩyah to theP ² µSo ZhiFh 
aQG hRZ PaQy of the favors of your Rabb in the m aterial  and spi ritual  real m s will you ev er 
not acknowledge with gratitude"’² Eut that they said� µ1ot one of your JraFes� our 5aEE� do 
we not acknowledge with gratitude� for all praise EelonJs to <ou’� We should say the saPe�

ƖlǌsƯ� %ayhaTƯ and QurtuEƯ Farry reports TuotinJ Syed AEdullah iEn 0as’ǌd�5A� who reported 
that the Prophet�3� said: ‘ E verything has an adornment, and the adornment of the Qur’ān is 
Sǌrah Ar�5ahPān’� Or as 7he Prophet�3� may have said.

%okhārƯ Tuotes 7he Prophet�3� to have said that Allāh�(0� has one hundred minus one Bl essed 
Names/ M aj estic AttriEutes� i�e� ��� Of these� µAr�5ahPān’ and µ5aEE’ are the tZo oft�repeated 
in this Sǌrah Eesides fraJranFe of seYeral other SaFred AttriEutes in its Ɩyāt not inFluded in 
the traditional count of 99.

This Sǌrah� Al�5ahPān� Zas reYealed in 0adƯnah after Sǌrah �� and FoPprises �� Ɩyāt� ,t 
constitutes a part of the Part 27 of The Qur’ān� ZhiFh in turn FoPprises ����� Ɩyāt of uneTual 
length and 30 Parts of equal length.

Introducing �e Qur’ān by Badr Hashemi121



Al�WāTi’ah

The Sǌrah takes its title froP the Zord µAl�WāTi’ah’ in Ɩyah ��� iPplyinJ µ7he ,neYitaEle 
E vent of Doom’.The ‘ E vent’ - a fact undeniable - shall be the Time of F inal Judgment for 
awarding the reward to every individual according to his/ her belief, conduct and behaviour 
in the worldly life. 

The ‘ E vent’ shall descend when the earth would be shaken violently in a series of massive 
earthquakes and volcanic eruptions, the mountains would be made to crumble turning to dust 
and scattered in the air like puffed wool. Q .22:02 also captures the same theme. Then the 
human beings will be sorted out in three categories: the foremost ( in practicing their faith and 
a life full of Yirtue�� the faithful� and the faithless� 

Ɩyāt ����� proYide soPe insiJht into the liYinJ Fonditions for eaFh FateJory�

- The F oremost: In Gardens of Bliss, close to divine proximity, environment of 
spiritual peace and tranquillity.

- The F aithful: In Gardens full with fruitful sustenance, cool shades, comforts and 
enjoyment.

� 7he )aithless� ,n ElisterinJ hot Zinds� EoilinJ putrid Àuid� shades of thiFk ElaFk 
smoke, agony and frustration.

Ɩyāt ����� inYite eYeryone� reJardless of one’s faith� to reÀeFt on Allah�(0�’s Wondrous 
Creative Powers, unshared and undivided, and consider their present form of existence as 
an eYidenFe to deYelop ¿rP faith in the antiFipated forP of e[istenFe after the Resurrection. 
Ɩyāt ����� assure its audienFe that 7he Qur’ān is +onoraEle� it is a 5eYelation froP 5aEE of 
all ([istenFe� 7hen hoZ Fould you hold it in loZ esteeP and iJnore its teaFhinJs" Ɩyāt ����� 
discuss the nature of death and the Hereafter in the liJht of Ɩyāt ������

The Sǌrah leaYes a Eeautiful PessaJe Zhile FlosinJ Ɩyah ��� eFhoinJ Ɩyah ��� 

‘ Y ou shall E xtol and E xalt The Sacred Name of your Rabb, The Almighty.’ 

,f , Zere to Fherry piFk a set of Ɩyāt froP this Sǌrah as a treasure containing Precious Divine 
7ruth� and for reÀeFtion� it Zould Ee Ɩyāt ������ ZhiFh are paraphrased EeloZ�

- Indeed, this, ZhaW LV EHLQJ rHFLWHG WR yRX is The Qur’ān� +onouraEle� 
- inscribed in a Book, pr otected and Well�*uarded against satanic access and al l  

corrupt ion in its A rabic Sac red Tex t.
- No one could reach it except the ones who are puri¿ed of heart.
- The 4Xr’āQ is a Revelation VXFFHVVLYHly rHYHalHG from the Rabb of all existence.
- Then would it be this discourse - The 4Xr’āQ � that you shall hold in low esteem?  

I / W e start by the Bl essed Name of Allāh� 
7he ,n¿nitely 0erFiful to al l , The E ver-Compassionate WR HYHryRQH.

56 

Introducing �e Qur’ān by Badr Hashemi 122



7irPidhƯ reFords that AEǌ ,shāT reported froP C,kriPah froP Syed ,En CAEEās�5A� that Syed 
AEǌ %akr�5A� oEserYed� µO Allāh’s 0essenJer�3� !  Y ou are becoming gray? ’ The M essenger�3� 
replied� µ+ǌd� Al�WāTiCah� Al�0ursalāt� CAPPa <atasā’alǌn and ,dhā Ash�ShaPsu 
.ǌZZirat� L.H. SūrahV ��� ��� ��� �� aQG �� haYe Pade Pe look Jray’� Or as 7he Prophet�3� 
may have said.

All of the Qur’ān is Elessed� and there are parts of it aEout ZhiFh Ze haYe Eeen inforPed 
aEout their speFi¿F ElessinJs� One suFh Sǌrah is this Zith reJard to ZhiFh nuPerous traditions 
Tuoted Ey ƖlǌsƯ� ,En .athƯr and QurtuEƯ Farry reports that 7he Prophet�3� suggested blessings 
of recitation of this Sǌrah� suFh as� �i� µ7he one Zho reFites Al�WāTiµah Zill Ee e[Fluded 
froP the neJleFtful�’ �ii� WhoeYer reFites Al�WāTi’ah at night would not encounter poverty 
or poYerty Zill not afÀiFt hiP’� and �iii� 7his is the Sǌrah of Wealth� so reFite it and teaFh it to 
your children.’ Reported by =aPakhsharƯ in his .ashshāf� and ,En Asakir� 7afsƯr 0aMPaµal�
%ayān and 7afsƯr %urhān� Or as 7he Prophet�3� may have said.

There is overwhelming fragrance of the Sacred 'iYine AttriEutes in the folloZinJ Ɩyāt� 

Ɩyāt �����
Would you j ust consider the sem en that you eject LQWR WhH ZRPEV RI yRXr ZLYHV� 
is it you who would create a chil d out of it� or are We 7he &reators of it?

Ɩyāt �����
Have you ev er pondered over the seed that you sow in the ground?
Is it you who would cause it to grow into food crops , herbal  pl ants and fruit trees, or it 
is We Who Fause theP to JroZ"
,f it Zas Our Will� We Fould LQVWaQWaQHRXVly turn them - food crops , herbal  pl ants and 
fruit trees - into chaff, GrLHG VWXEElH. 
Then you shall have been left wonder struck, FryLQJ RXW: Indeed, we have been ruined!

Ɩyāt �����
Would you ev er consider the water that you drink aQG LV a VRXrFH RI lLIH WR yRX� yRXr 
aJrLFXlWXrH aQG yRXr l iv estock, is it you who would cause water to com e down from the 
clouds, or is it We Who Fause to send it doZn"
,f it Zas Our Will� We Fould HaVLly make it salty aQG ELWWHr� QRQ�SRWaElH IRr yRX. 

Ɩyāt �����
Would you ev er note the ¿re that you kindle Ey IrLFWLRQ aQG PaNH ¿rH RI WhH ZRRG?
Is it you who would cause the tree to grow IRr ¿rHZRRG� or is it We to raise it?

This Sǌrah� Al�WāTi’ah� Zas reYealed in 0akkah and Fonsists of �� Ɩyāt� ,t Fonstitutes a part 
of the Part 27 of The Qur’ān� ZhiFh in turn FoPprises ����� Ɩyāt of uneTual lenJth and �� 
Parts of equal length.
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Al�+adƯd

The Sǌrah takes its title froP the Zord µal�+adƯd’ in Ɩyah ��� PeaninJ the µ7he Iron’. It 
opens with a description of the greatness of the power and knowledge of Allāh�(0� containing 
a prophecy of the future conquests of ,slāP in the Fonte[t of ZhiFh µ7he Iron’ may have 
been mentioned. At the same time it asks the 0usliPs to prepare thePselYes for saFri¿Fes in 
defense of their faith, highlights the importance of contributions in support of the cause, and 
warns of a terrible fate for the hypocrites. 

7he initial Ɩyāt Fontain soPe of the tZenty Divine Attributes mentioned in The Sǌrah 
reminding us that ‘ He is with you wherever you are’, the grandeur of the Qur’ān� aFFounts of 
former nations, call for the establishment of social justice, and a critique of monasticism and 
soFial seFlusion� A speFi¿F Pention is Pade of tZo Jreat 3rophets� Noah�3� and Abraham�3�, 
Ɩyah ��� Zhose desFendants Zere Elessed Zith the 3rophethood and the Book of L aw, yet 
only a feZ of theP rePained riJhteously Juided� Zhile Post turned out to Ee ZiFked – a point 
also made in Q .19:58-59. 

Consider a stream of the 'iYine AttriEutes in Ɩyah ��� al�AZZal� al�ĀNhLr� al�'āhLr� al�%āWLQ, 
through different spiritual dimensions: 

- He is the F irst: He was before every created thing, without beginning. He is the 
L ast: 

� +e Zill Ee after eYerythinJ� Zithout end� +e is the OutZard� +e stands oYer 
everyone, without any one to overpower or prevent. He is the Inward: He knows all 
hidden things, without veil. 

- He is the F irst through beginning-less-ness, the L ast through end-less-ness, the 
OutZard throuJh unity� and the ,nZard throuJh eternity� 

� +e is the )irst throuJh aZesoPeness� the /ast throuJh PerFy� the OutZard throuJh 
proofs, the Inward through blessings. 

� +e is the )irst throuJh EestoZal� the /ast throuJh reFoPpense� the OutZard throuJh 
laudation, the Inward through loyalty. 

� +e is the )irst throuJh JuidanFe� the /ast throuJh suf¿FienFy� the OutZard throuJh 
ruler ship, the Inward through kind favour. 

� +e is the )irst of eYery ElessinJ� the /ast of eYery triEulation� the OutZard of eYery 
argument, the Inward of every wisdom.

Ɩyāt ��� ������ �� and �� pertain to belief and deeds, creating a link between the two and 
Fall Eoth µan�nǌr’� PeaninJ µthe liJht’�  An�1ǌr is used as syPEolisP alludinJ to the light of 
faith, guidance, righteousness, purity, spirituality, knowledge and insight, and also as ‘ bonus 
reward’ in addition to a reward in the Hereafter. Simply put it means ‘ Shining Deeds.’ 

I / W e start by the Bl essed Name of Allāh� 
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[ Note: The Biblical ‘ Parable of Ten Virgins’ and lamps, cited in M atthew 25.1-13, appears to 
Forrespond to this set of Ɩyāt@� 

The Sǌrah asks us to µadYanFe a Eeautiful loan to Allāh�(0� which shall be multiplied for them’ 
as well as it demands respect for the poor and the helpless by taking care of them and giving 
them comfort: do not look at the fact that their clothing is tattered, their faces are pale and 
their hearts are full of pain;  consider the fact that tomorrow they will be the great ones of the 
Abode of Peace in Paradise.

Ɩyāt ����� are an iPportant rePinder of an artiFle of 0usliP belief that all good and all 
evil happens by decree and predestination from Allāh�(0�, and by no means can people help 
or harP thePselYes or others� ,t is Falled µTadā Zal Tadar�’ AlthouJh the tZo e[pressions 
are not speFi¿Fally Foupled in 7he Qur’ān� the FonneFtion does e[ist as the PeaninJs 
they have in The Qur’ān are Yery Flose� 7he 'eFree of Allāh�(A� �Tadā’� is e[pliFit in four 
instanFes� Yirtuous deeds� sins� Eene¿ts and Pisfortunes ��� it is the e[istenFe of all e[istents 
on the 3reserYed 7aElet �/aZh al�0ahfǌ]� as a Zhole and in detail� predestination �Tadar� 
is the particulariz ation of the previous decree bringing into being [ the things]  in the material 
Zorld one after another� Qadā’ is the eternal Zill and the diYine proYidenFe reTuired for the 
arranJePent of e[istents in a speFi¿F order� Qadar suspends that Zill Zith reJard to thinJs 
on particular occasions.

,f , Zere to Fherry piFk a set of Ɩyāt froP this Sǌrah as a treasure containing Precious Divine 
7ruth� and for reÀeFtion� it Zould Ee Ɩyāt ������ ZhiFh are paraphrased EeloZ�

- No misfortune or ordeal  or disaster woul d ev er befall the earth – H.J. WVXQaPL� 
HarWhTXaNHV� HSLGHPLFV� WHPSHVWV Rr GrRXJhWV � or yourselYes – H.J. LllQHVV� lRVV RI 
IaPLly PHPEHrV Rr SRVVHVVLRQV� but in accordance with the law of causation before 
We Zould Pake it eYident� Surely� this shall Ee easy for Allāh to do.

- ,QGHHG� WhaW Vhall EH HaVy IRr Allāh lest you grieve or despai r for what you missed, 
or exult at what you received, Allāh does not take fanFy of any e[ultant and 
braggart. 

All of the Qur’ān is Elessed� and there are parts of it aEout ZhiFh Ze haYe Eeen inforPed 
of their speFi¿F ElessinJs� One suFh Sǌrah is this Zith reJard to ZhiFh 7irPidƯ and Ahmad 
recorded that Syed ‘ Irbad bin Sariyah said that The Prophet�3� used to recite Sǌrah al�+adƯd 
Eefore retirinJ to Eed� and said that there is an Ɩyah ZhiFh is Eetter than a thousand Ɩyāt�’ 
7here is a sFholarly opinion suJJestinJ that it Pay Ee Ɩyah �� �Tuoted aEoYe� – µ+uZal�
AZZalo Zal�Ɩkhiro Zal�'āhiro Zal�%ātino Za +Za Ei�.ulliy Shayin µAlƯP�’ =aPakhsharƯ 
Farries a report of the 3rophetiF Tuotation� µWhosoeYer reFites Sǌrah al�+adƯd shall Ee 
counted among the staunch believers in Allāh and +is 3rophets�’ Or as 7he Prophet�3� may 
have said. 

%okhārƯ Tuotes 7he Prophet�3� to have said that Allāh�(0� has one hundred minus one Bl essed 
Names/ M aj estic AttriEutes� i�e� ��� soPe of ZhiFh are presented in the initial Ɩyāt in addition 
to Ɩyah �� �

- He is The Almighty with irresistibl e m ight� 7he All�Wise LQ +LV aFWLRQV.
� +e has OYerpoZerinJ &ontrol oYer eYerythinJ�
- He has the K nowledge of everything.
- Allāh perFeiYes ZhateYer you do�
- He knows whatever is hiding in the hearts of pe opl e.

This Sǌrah� al�+adƯd’� Zas reYealed in 0adƯnah and Fonsists of �� Ɩyāt� ,t is the last Sǌrah 
constituting a part of the Part 27 of The Qur’ān� ZhiFh in turn FoPprises ����� Ɩyāt of 
unequal length and 30 Parts of equal length.
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Al�0uMādilah

The Sǌrah deriYes its title froP Ɩyah ��� Zherein a ZoPan’s plea to the Prophet�3� to solve a 
proEleP Zith her husEand is reFounted� 7hus� the title µAl�0uMādilah’ PeaninJ µ7he 3leadinJ 
WoPan’� ,t is ¿rst the ten Sǌrahs addressinJ Pany of the leJal issues that Fonfronted the 
community in 0adƯnah�  ,t deFisiYely aEolishes a Ead social custom by which husbands, 
in pre-Islamic times, used to oppress their wives.  Someone would call his wife ‘ mother’ 
and thus separate froP her Zithout JiYinJ her the diYorFe� ,t Zas Falled µ=ihār’� 7he Fase 
FonFludes Ey stipulatinJ the penalty for anyone Zho Zould Fontinue praFtiFinJ =ihār after 
reYelation of Ɩyāt ������  

Thus, ,slāP pioneered the Fause of women in the greatest earnestness, as, in her person, half 
the human race was suffering severe oppression.

It denounces the hypocrites and other misguided groups for their holding secret meetings 
aimed at conspiring and spreading vicious rumours against the Prophet�3�, his mission and 
his followers, as is happening now through the social and electronic media, particularly in 
the western societies. It urges the believers to remain alert of their adversaries and never to 
consider such platforms/ groups as friendly for they are the enemies of Allāh�(0� and His L ast 
Prophet�3�.

Ɩyāt ����� address the nature of hypoFrites� Zhile the FlosinJ Ɩyah ��� in the seFond�person 
singular is an address to all M uslims. It pronounces the ‘ pleasing’ rewards for those on whose 
‘ hearts’ Allāh has µinsFriEed faith’ and µsupported theP Zith a Spirit froP +iP’ – L.H. 7hH 
4Xr’āQ; heart is spoken of as synonyPous Zith Pind� 5ā]Ư in his FoPPentary on this Ɩyah 
suggests that ‘ Spirit from Him’ means ‘ the light of the heart which Allāh Fasts into the heart of 
ZhoeYer +e Will aPonJ +is serYants’� +e further says that µit has three ElessinJs froP Allāh� 
faith in the heart, support through a Spirit from Him, and being admitted to the Garden’.

Highlights of the Sǌrah FoPprise the folloZinJ�

� Ɩyah �� – Allāh is alZays )ully AZare of eYerythinJ and listeninJ to your 
FonYersations� Zhen you are three� +e is the fourth� Zhen you are ¿Ye� +e is the 
sixth. 

� Ɩyah �� – AFFoPPodate people and Allāh shall reZard you�
� Ɩyah �� – 'o not Eefriend people Zith ZhoP Allāh is anJry� 
� Ɩyah �� – 'o not let Satan overpower you in a manner to make you forget the 

Remembrance of Allāh� 
� Ɩyah �� � Allāh has deFreed� , shall alZayV prevail, both I and M y M essengers ov er 

HYHry IalVHhRRG.
� Ɩyah �� – 'o not lean in affeFtion toZards those Zho oppose Allāh and His 

M essenger M uham m ad.
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,f , Zere to Fherry piFk a set of Ɩyāt froP this Sǌrah as a treasure containing Precious Divine 
7ruth� and for reÀeFtion� it Zould Ee essenFe of Ɩyāt �� and ������ ZhiFh are paraphrased 
above. 

All of the Qur’ān is Elessed and full of ElessinJs� and there are parts of it aEout ZhiFh Ze haYe 
Eeen inforPed aEout their speFi¿F ElessinJs� One suFh Sǌrah is this reJardinJ ZhiFh .ulāynƯ 
and AyāshƯ� etF�� Farry a report froP Syed µAlƯ �5A� iEn AEƯ 7āliE� the fourth riJhteous Faliph 
in succession to The Prophet, that The Prophet�3� said: ‘ If a person would recite Sǌrah Al�
0uMādilah in his Salāt�3rayers reJularly� Allāh�(0� would not punish him so long as he lives in 
this Zorld� PoreoYer� he Zould not faFe any trouEle or Zorry� nor Zould he Ee afÀiFted Zith 
any detestable disease’. 

=aPakhsharƯ Farries a report in his .ashshāf of the 3rophetiF Tuotation� µWhoeYer Zould 
recite and act upon Sǌrah Al�0uMādilah shall Ee Founted aPonJ the Partisan of Allāh at the 
Time of F inal -udJPent’� Or as 7he Prophet�3� may have said.

%okhārƯ Tuotes 7he Prophet�3� to have said that Allāh�(0� has one hundred minus one Bl essed 
Names/ M aj estic Attributes, i.e. 99. This Sǌrah lists eleYen of these�

- Allāh is All�/isteninJ� All�WatFhinJ�
- Allāh is the 3ardoninJ� the )orJiYinJ.
- Allāh is Well�AZare of ZhateYer you do�
- Allāh is a Witness oYer eYerythinJ�
- Allāh is Well AZare of eYerythinJ�
- Allāh is the )orJiYinJ� the Compassionate.
- Allāh is 7he Powerful, The Almighty. 

This Sǌrah� Al�0uMādilah� Zas reYealed in 0adƯnah and Fonsists of �� Ɩyāt� ,t is ¿rst of the 
Sǌrahs FonstitutinJ a part of the 3art �� of 7he Qur’ān� ZhiFh in turn FoPprises ����� Ɩyāt 
of unequal length and 30 Parts of equal length.
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Al-Hashr

The Sǌrah takes its title froP the e[pression µal�+ashr’ in Ɩyah ��� ZhiFh has Eeen translated 
differently: ‘ The Gathering’;  ‘ The E xile’;  ‘ The E ncounter’;  or ‘ The Banishment’ as it deals 
entirely with the banishment of a wicked tribe in 0adƯnah� A' ���� ,t is also knoZn Ey a 
second name as Sǌrah %anƯ An�1adƯr suJJestinJ its thePatiF essenFe Zhere the triEe alZays 
conspired treachery against the M uslims, and developed an extremely hostile attitude towards 
,slāP� 7hus� it is not a FoinFidenFe that rePnants of the saPe faith Farry the leJaFy all the Zay 
from 7th Century AD to 21st Century AD.

The Sǌrah opens Ey addressinJ the situation of %anƯ An�1adƯr and the hypoFrites Zhose 
mutual consultations for treachery against M uslims is likened to that of Satan – Ɩyāt ������ 
It is then followed by a formula for distribution of spoils of Zar� and the FontrastinJ pro¿les 
for those destined for the )ire and those destined for the *arden � Ɩyāt ������ 7he proFeedinJ 
Ɩyah states the nature and PaJnaniPity of the reYelation Ey an inspirinJ siPile Eefore FlosinJ 
with an impressive enumeration of The M ost Beautiful Sac red Names and M aj estic A ttributes 
of Allāh�(0� indicating the greatness and purity of the Rabb of all E xistence:  

Allāh� Eesides Who there is no one aQG FaQ QHYHr EH aQy HQWLWy worthy of worship,
The K nower of what is beyond human intellect and senses, 
The K nower of what is visible in the corpor eal  real m ,
7he ,n¿nitely 0erFiful and The E ver-Compassionate,
7he SoYereiJn� 7he All�+oly – m ost pur e of al l  pur ities,
The Sour ce of Peace;  The Giver of F aith;  The Guardian ov er al l ,
The Almighty; The Irresistible;  The L ord of M ajesty,
The far too E xalted than aQyWhLQJ they would associate with Him LQ 8QLWy� 'LYLQLWy� 
:RrVhLS aQG &RPPaQG.
7he &reator� 7he OriJinator� 7he *iYer of Shapes aQG )RrPV�
The Almighty with irresistibl e m ight; 7he All�Wise�

Consider some key points below:

- Ɩyah �� addresses all those Zho haYe )aith in these Zords� Stay FonsFious 
of Allāh’V ,QMXQFWLRQV!  And let every soul consider as what it would have sent 
forward for tomorrow Ey Zay RI GHHGV RI rLJhWHRXVQHVV EaVHG RQ WrXH IaLWh 
IRr WhH +HrHaIWHr. And be conscious of Allāh LQ a PaQQHr WhaW ZRXlG NHHS yRX 
aZay IrRP +LV GLVREHGLHQFH;  for Allāh Zould Ee )ully AZare of ZhateYer you 
do. 

- Ɩyah�� deFrees for the )aithful� And you shall not Ee like those who are 
oblivious of Allāh’V rLJhWV Ey aEaQGRQLQJ +LV 8QVharHG 8QLWy aQG REHyLQJ 
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+LV ,QMXQFWLRQV. So He caused them to be oblivious of themselves Ey QRW 
pe rform ing deeds of righteousness that coul d sav e them  during the Tim e of 
)LQal -XGJPHQW. 

- Ɩyah �� FonYeys a poZerful PessaJe� +ad We sent doZn 7he Qur’ān onto a 
mountain endowed with intel l ect and com p rehension granted to hum an being, 
you would have certainly seen it humbled and splitting in its awe of Allāh�

,f , Zere to Fherry piFk a set of Ɩyāt froP this Sǌrah as a treasure containing Precious Divine 
7ruth� and for reÀeFtion� it Zould Ee Ɩyāt �� and ��� ZhiFh are paraphrased EeloZ�

-  2 7hH )aLWhIXl�
 Undoubtedly, you would inspire greater fright in their hearts - disbel iev ers and 

SRlyWhHLVWV ± than of Allāh�
 That is because they are a people devoid of understanding the truth of D iv ine P ower 

aQG 0LJhW.
� 7hey shall neYer ¿Jht aJainst you� eYen ZhHQ RSSRrWXQLVWLFally XQLWHG together, in 

aQ RSHQ EaWWlH¿HlG� e[Fept froP Zithin forti¿ed stronJholds� or froP Eehind high 
VHFXrLWy walls.

 W hil e their discord among themselves is severe, you Pay reckon them to be united, 
but in fact their hearts are at odds and divided towards div erse ends (as we are a 
ZLWQHVV WR WhLV LQ WhH 2�st &HQWXry A').

 This is because they are a people devoid of reason and sense to an understanding 
RI WhH VLWXaWLRQV WhHy IaFH.

All of the Qur’ān is Elessed and full of ElessinJs� and there are parts of it aEout ZhiFh Ze 
haYe Eeen inforPed aEout their speFi¿F ElessinJs� One suFh Sǌrah is this Zith reJard to 
ZhiFh 7irPidƯ and AhPad Farry a report TuotinJ Syed 0a’Til iEn <āsar�5A� that the Prophet�3� 
said� WhoeYer Zould reFite three tiPes eaFh PorninJ� , seek refuJe Zith Allāh�(0�, the All-
L istening, All-K nowing, from the accursed Satan� and reFites the last three Ɩyāt of Sǌrah 
al�+ashr ����� Allāh�(0� will send blessings upon him until evening comes. And whoever says 
that in the evening, will be given a similar status till the next morning. Allāh�(A� would know 
the best. 

=aPakhsharƯ Farries a report in his .ashshāf of the 3rophetiF Tuotation� µWhoeYer Zould 
recite this Sǌrah� Allāh�(A� shall confer forJiYeness on hiP’� Or as 7he Prophet�3� may have 
said.

%okhārƯ and ,En .athƯr report a +adƯth aEout Allāh�(0�’s 0ost %eautiful 1aPes� Ɩyāt ���
24, where The Prophet�3� is reported to have said: Allāh�(0� has ninety�nine 1aPes – one 
hundred Pinus one – and ZhosoeYer Zould enuPerate theP Zill enter the *arden� Or as 7he 
Prophet�3� Pay haYe said� 7hese �� 1aPes are Zell knoZn Eut YaryinJly enuPerated� Ɩyāt 
22-24 highlight some of these as listed above. 

This Sǌrah� al�+ashr� Zas reYealed in 0adƯnah in the EaFkdrop of the %attle of &onfederates�
7renFh – A' ���� and FoPprises �� Ɩyāt� ,t Fonstitutes a part of the 3art �� of 7he Qur’ān� 
ZhiFh in turn FoPprises ����� Ɩyāt of uneTual lenJth and �� 3arts of eTual lenJth�
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Al-M umtahanah

The Sǌrah takes its title froP Ɩyah �� suJJestinJ that the ZoPen Zho Àed froP M akkah to 
escape persecution, could be given shelter if they were found, on cross-examination, to be 
sincere to their embraced F aith of ,slāP� 7he naPe Fan Ee pronounFed either as µ0uPtahinah’ 
or ‘ M umtahanah’, where the former would mean ‘ the Sǌrah ZhiFh e[aPines’ and the later µthe 
woman who is examined’, which is more relevant. It is also known as ‘ Sǌrah al�0aZaddah’� 
PeaninJ µ7he AffeFtion’� appearinJ in Ɩyāt �� and ��� as it Flari¿es Zhere the affeFtions of 
a believer should lie.

It also deals with relations between M uslims and friendly non-M uslims as well as hostile non-
M uslims. Consider the following two principles:

- Allāh Zould not forEid you to deal kindly Zith those disbel iev ers who do not wage 
war against you because of your F aith, and do not evict you from your homel ands 
– Ɩyah ���

- But Allāh Zould RQly forbid you from befriending those who wage war against 
you over yRXr F aith, and evict you from your homel ands, and ev en incite and 
support others to evict you aQG VHQG yRX LQWR H[LlH. And whoever would befriend 
them, then shall be RYHr�VWHSSLQJ WhH lLPLWV VHW Ey Allāh aQG LW Vhall EH WR WhHLr RZQ 
disadv antage – Ɩyah ���

It was in this connection that the F aithful are enjoined upon to cross-examine the women who 
came to them from among the idolaters for the purpose of embracing ,slāP – Ɩyah ��� so 
that, if found to be inspired by sincere motives, they should then be retained on the basis of 
the following six understandings to be given to The Prophet�3� – Ɩyah ��� 

- never to associate anything or anyone as partner with Allāh�(A�, 
- never to steal, 
- never to commit adultery, 
- never to slay their infant children/ daughters, 
- never to commit perjury as to parenthood, and 
- never to disobey The Prophet�3� in any rightful thing.

Arch-Prophet Abraham�3� is presented as an illustrious example to emulate. Consider wording 
of part of Ɩyāt ������

There has, indeed, been an excellent example set for you to em ul ate by Abraham and                         
those with him l ike L ot, when they told their people LQ +araQ: 

� We disassoFiate ourselYes froP you and Zhatever you worship instead of Allāh – 
7he One True G od. 
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� We renounFe you LQ yRXr SRlyWhHLVP� and FRQVHTXHQWly an animosity has arisen 
between us forever, unless you com e to believe in Allāh� 7he One True G od

Abraham, his wife, his brother’s son L ot, and those whom they had acquired in Haran 
then made a plea:

 O  Our 5aEE� 
 I t is in Y ou al one that We put our trust� and
 it is to Y ou al one that we turn IRr PHrFy aQG JXLGaQFH, and
 it is to Y ou al one shall be our ultimate destiny.

O  Our 5aEE� 

 P l ease do not let us become an example of punishment ± ¿WQa - for those who 
disbelieve. And forgive us.

Ɩyah �� addresses a FoPple[ situation of a ZoPan ePEraFinJ ,slāP Zhile her spouse 
remains a non-M uslim. Such marriages were considered invalid, and were to be dissolved in 
as an equitable manner as possible.                          

,f , Zere to Fherry piFk an Ɩyah froP this Sǌrah as a treasure containing Precious Divine 
7ruth� and for reÀeFtion� it Zould Ee a part of Ɩyah ��� ZhiFh eFhoes the PessaJe in Ɩyah 
01, is paraphrased below:

O 7he )aithful�
Y ou shall not take as allies a people with whom Allāh�(0� is angry 
aV WhH WZR FaQQRW FRH[LVW LQ WhH hHarW aQG VRXl RI WhH )aLWhIXl. 

All of the Qur’ān is Elessed and full of ElessinJs� and there are parts of it aEout ZhiFh Ze 
haYe Eeen inforPed of their speFi¿F ElessinJs� One suFh Sǌrah is this Zith reJard to ZhiFh 
7afsƯr 1aPǌna Farries a report TuotinJ Syed µAlƯ �5A� Ein AEƯ 7āliE� fourth riJhteous Faliph 
in succession to The Prophet�3�, that whoever would recite Sǌrah� al�0uPtahanah in Salāt�
Prayers, Allāh�(0� shall make his heart pure for the faith and bestow the light of awareness so 
as neYer to Jet afÀiFted Ey insanity� Allāh�(A� knows the best. 

%okhārƯ Tuotes 7he Prophet�3� to have said that Allāh�(0� has one hundred minus one Bl essed 
Names/ M aj estic Attributes, i.e. 99. This Sǌrah hiJhliJhts nine of these� 

- Allāh is alZayV WatFhinJ oYer ZhateYer you do�
- Allāh is the )ar AEoYe�in�1eed of theP� the (Yer�3raised�
- Allāh is AEVRlXWHly Powerful. 
- Allāh is )orJiYinJ and M erciful.
- Allāh /oYes those Zho aFt Zith kindness�
- Allāh is All�.noZledJeaEle� )ull of WisdoP�

This Sǌrah� al�0uPtahanah� Zas reYealed in 0adƯnah soPe Ponths after the FonFlusion 
of the 7reaty of +udayEiyyah – A' ���� and FoPprises �� Ɩyāt� ,t Fonstitutes a part of the 
Part 28 of The Qur’ān� ZhiFh in turn FoPprises ����� Ɩyāt of uneTual lenJth and �� 3arts 
of equal length.
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Al-Saff

The Sǌrah takes its title froP Ɩyah �� Zhere the e[pression µSaff’ oFFurs� PeaninJ µ7he 
F ormations’, ‘ The Ranks’, ‘ The L ines’, or ‘ Battle Array’, etc. It is used in praise of those 
brave 0usliPs Zho ¿Jht in the Eattle ¿eld in ¿rP roZs and ranks� FoPinJ toJether as thouJh 
they were a solid structure, in serving the Cause of Allāh�(0�. It stresses the importance of 
striving diligently and unceasingly, and contains a reminder to practice what we say and 
preach, and it chastises those who do not do so. 

The Sǌrah Fontinues on the topiF of -ihād foretellinJ of the reZards � Ɩyāt ����� Zith 
narratives about the experiences of two great Prophets, M oses�3� and Jesus�3�, who faced 
opposition from their communities as well as from social leadership, and they sought the 
support of their true followers in dealing with challenges. It also mentions about the later’s 
prophecy with regard to the advent of the L ast Prophet, M uhammad�3�, and that ,slāP shall 
eYentually triuPph – Ɩyāt ������  

5eÀeFt on the folloZinJ Ɩyāt� 

� Ɩyah �� – ,t is Post despiFaEle Zith Allāh that you Zould say thinJs and then 
would not do them, IRr WhH )aLWh aQG lyLQJ Rr hySRFrLVy arH QRW FRPSaWLElH ZLWh 
HaFh RWhHr.

� Ɩyah �� � 7hey seek to put off the /iJht of Allāh � The 4Xr’āQ- by uttering 
blasphemies with their mouths. But Allāh Wills to perfeFt +is /iJht and spread it to 
its fullness no matter how hateful it may be to the polytheists. 

� Ɩyah �� – Allāh has sent +is ¿Qal M essenger, M uham m ad, with True Guidance of 
The 4Xr’āQ and the True Religion of ,VlāP� so that He may cause it to prevail over 
all other religions, IaLWhV� FXlWV aQG FrHHGV WhaW RSSRVH LW.

� Ɩyāt ������ A  barter deal  is offered -  Believe in Allāh and +is 0essenJer� 
0XhaPPaG. 2EHy WhHP and strive in the Cause of Allāh Zith your resourFes and 
liYes «� your sins Zill Ee forJiYen and you Zill enter *ardens«�

,f , Zere to Fherry piFk an Ɩyah froP this Sǌrah as a treasure containing Precious Divine 
7ruth� and for reÀeFtion� it Zould Ee Ɩyah ��� ZhiFh is paraphrased EeloZ�

And when Jesus, son of M ary, proclaimed: 
O Israelites!  
I am a M essenger of Allāh to you� authentiFatinJ of the Torah, which came before me, 
and bringing good news of a M essenger to come after me whose name shall be Ahmad.
%ut Zhen he – A hm ad -  cam e and showed them the clear proofs of his D iv ine M ission,                     
they alleged: 
This is a sheer deception.
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All of the Qur’ān is Elessed and full of ElessinJs� and there are parts of it aEout ZhiFh Ze 
haYe Eeen inforPed aEout their speFi¿F ElessinJs� One suFh Sǌrah is this aEout ZhiFh Ahmad 
reForded that Syed CAEdullah Ein SalāP�5A� said� CWho aPonJ us should Jo to the 0essenJer�p� 
and ask hiP aEout the dearest deed�s� to Allāh�(0�.’  None among us volunteered, but the 
M essenger�3� sent a man who gathered us, and recited this Sǌrah As�Saff� in its entirety�

=aPakhsharƯ Farries a report in his .ashshāf of the 3rophetiF Tuotation Fited Ey Syed AEƯ 
bin K a’b�5A� suggesting forgiveness for the one who would recite this Sǌrah� 7afsƯr al�%urhān 
reports a narratiYe froP Syed -a’far as�SādiT�5A� that reciting this Sǌrah eYery F riday would 
keep one safe from evil.

,En .athƯr and QurtuEƯ Farry reports TuotinJ Syed µAlƯ�5A� iEn AEƯ 7āliE� )ourth 5iJhteous 
&aliph �A' ���–���� in suFFession to 7he Prophet that ‘ AhPad’� Ɩyāt ��� is one of the seYen 
names by which The Prophet�3� said he was called in The Qur’ān� the others are M uhammad 
�Q�������� etF�� 7ā�+ā. �4.20�0�)� <ā�SƯn� �Q�������� AEd�Allāh �Q�������� Al�0u]]aPPil 
�Q�������� and Al�0uddaththir �Q�������� Or as 7he Prophet�3� may have said.

%okhārƯ Tuotes 7he Prophet�3� to have said that Allāh�(0� has one hundred minus one Bl essed 
Names/ M aj estic Attributes, i.e. 99, two of which are mentioned in Sǌrah� naPely� +e is the 
AlPiJhty� the Wise� ,n addition� this Sǌrah Farries soPe fraJranFe of the SaFred AttriEutes in 
its Ɩyāt ZhiFh are not inFluded in the Fount of ���

- Allāh does not Juide a people Zho are ZiFked�
- Allāh does not Juide a people Zho are unMust aQG RSSrHVVLYH.

This Sǌrah� al�Saff� Zas reYealed in 0adƯnah shortly after the %attle of 8hud – A' ���� 
,t Fonsists of �� Ɩyāt and Fonstitutes a part of the 3art �� of 7he Qur’ān� ZhiFh in turn 
FoPprises ����� Ɩyāt of uneTual lenJth and �� 3arts of eTual lenJth�

Introducing �e Qur’ān by Badr Hashemi133



Al-Jumu’ah

The Sǌrah takes its title froP Ɩyah ��� PeaninJ µ7he &onJreJation’ or µ7he AssePEly’ or 
even ‘ F riday’. It makes the F riday M idday Congregational Prayer mandatory by asking the 
believers to hasten toward the Remembrance of Allāh�(0� when they are called on the day of 
Jumu’ah. It also mentions some fundamentals of the mission of Allāh’s 0essenJer�3� � Ɩyah 
�� � and reÀeFts on the Jews who claim superiority to the exclusion of all other people to be 
Allāh�(0�’s faYorites � Ɩyāt ������

Ɩyah �� Farries a Eeautiful sePElanFe ZarninJ M uslims not to be like the Jews who were 
charged with enacting and complying with laws of The Torah, but they failed to uphold it and 
became like the donkey FarryinJ a load of Eooks oEliYious of Eene¿ttinJ froP theP� 

Ɩyāt �� and �� are addressed to 7he )aithful for diliJent FoPplianFe�

When the &all for PLGGay Prayer is made on F riday, you shall hasten to the Remembrance 
of Allāh� leaYinJ aside al l  trading, EXVLQHVVHV� RI¿FHV� IaFWRrLHV� IarPV Rr ZhaWHYHr yRX 
Pay EH RFFXSLHG ZLWh, aV LW aPRXQWV WR QHJlLJHQFH RI WhH GLYLQH GXWy� that would be m uch 
Eene¿Fial for you� if you Fan understand the spi ritual  worth of it. 

And once the Prayer has been performed, you shall then disperse throughout the land, re-
engage in WraGLQJ� EXVLQHVVHV Rr ZhaWHYHr yRX ZHrH RFFXSLHG ZLWh� and look for Allāh’s 
Bounty. 

Remember Allāh unFeasinJly LQ yRXr ZRrlGly aQG EXVLQHVV GHalLQJV Ey IRllRZLQJ                     
the D iv ine I nj unctions in that respe ct, so that you may prosper in this worl d as wel l  as 
LQ WhH QH[W.

,f , Zere to Fherry piFk an Ɩyah froP this Sǌrah as a treasure containing Precious Divine 
7ruth� and for reÀeFtion� it Zould Ee Ɩyah ��� ZhiFh is paraphrased EeloZ�

The l ikeness of those who were charged with enacting and FRPSlyLQJ ZLWh laZV RI The 
Torah, but they did not do so, is as the likenes of the donkey carrying a load of writings/
books ZLWhRXW XQGHrVWaQGLQJ aQG EHQH¿WWLQJ.

How miserable is the example of such a people who disobeyed Allāh’s 0essaJes in The 
Torah and now in The 4Xr’āQ�

And Allāh does not Juide such wicked and wrongdoing people.

0usliP Farries tZo reports� �i� Syed ,En CAEEās�5A� and Syed AEǌ +urayrah�5A� narrated 
that Allāh’s 0essenJer�3� used to recite Sǌrah Al�-uPuCah in the ¿rst rak’ah and Sǌrah Al�
0una¿Tǌn ���� in the seFond durinJ the F riday Congregation Prayer� �ii� Syed ,En AEi 
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5ā¿’�5A� said� 0arZān iEn al�+akaP appointed AEǌ +urayrah�5A� as his deputy in 0adƯnah 
and he left for M akkah. Thus AEǌ +urayrah�5A� led us in the Jumu’ah prayer and he recited 
Sǌrah Al�-uPu’ah in the ¿rst rak’ah and Sǌrah Al�0unā¿Tǌn ���� in the seFond� , then Pet 
AEǌ +urayrah�5A� as he FaPe EaFk and , told hiP� <ou haYe reFited tZo Sǌrahs ZhiFh Syed 
µAlƯ�5A� iEn AEƯ 7āliE used to reFite in .ǌfah� 8pon this Syed AEǌ +urayrah�5A� said: I heard 
the M essenger of Allāh�3� reFitinJ these tZo Sǌrahs in the F riday 3rayer� Or as 7he Prophet�3� 
may have said and done.

QurtuEƯ Farries a report in ZhiFh he Tuotes 7he Prophet�3� having said: ‘ The best day over 
which the sun has arisen is the day of the congregational prayer, al�-XPX’ah«��’

%okhārƯ Tuotes 7he Prophet�3� to have said that Allāh�(0� has one hundred minus one Bl essed 
Names/ M aj estic Attributes, i.e. 99. This Sǌrah presents four of these� naPely� 7he SoYereiJn� 
the +oly� the AlPiJhty� the Wise� ,n addition� this Sǌrah has oYerZhelPinJ fraJranFe of 
soPe of the additional SaFred AttriEutes in its Ɩyāt ZhiFh are not Founted in the traditional 
enumeration, like the following: 

- Allāh is the P ossessor and Bestower of F avors and Bl essing, the E xalted.
- And Allāh does not Juide a people Zho are unMust and oppr essiv e.
- Allāh is Eest of the proYiders RI yRXr lLYHlLhRRG.

This Sǌrah� al� -uPu’ah� Zas reYealed in 0adƯnah and Fonsists of �� Ɩyāt� ,t Fonstitutes a 
part of the Part 28 of The Qur’ān� ZhiFh in turn FoPprises ����� Ɩyāt of uneTual lenJth and 
30 Parts of equal length.
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Al�0unā¿Tǌn

The Sǌrah takes its title froP the e[pression µal�0unā¿Tǌn’ oFFurrinJ in Ɩyah ��� ,t Peans 
‘ The Hypocrites’ and condemns hypocrisy, reveals their plots against ,slāP – then and noZ� 
and advises to be vigilant against hypocrites. Such descriptions should not be used to attack 
and accuse others, but to introspect and make sure that we do not possess any of the qualities 
of hypocrites. It also orders the believers not to cling to the passing delights of the world, 
remain free of hypocrisy, sincere to faith, and make charity.

It would be wrong to say that such people of hypocrisy existed only in the time of the 
Prophet�3�, in M akkah and 0adƯnah� for� in eYery other period as today� suFh FharaFters are 
present riJht Eefore us� around us� under Podern Juise� &onsider Ɩyah ���

And whenever you look at them, you are impressed by their physical stature and the 
RXWZarG LPSrHVVLRQ WhHy PaNH;  
And when they speak, you listen to their eloquence. 
But, in fact, they are j ust like l ogs of wood, stacked-up� L.H. WhHy arH ERGLHV ZLWhRXW spi rit. 
They reckon that every shout of ‘Allāh�R�ANEar’ WhHy hHar is directed against them. 
These are yRXr rHal aQG ELWWHr enemies.
So beware of them!
M ay Allāh FondePn theP�
How deluded they are!

Ɩyah �� Flearly announFes the Divine Judgment:

‘ It would al l  be the same for them, whether you, O  M uham m ad, seek forgiveness for 
them or not, Allāh shall neYer forJiYe theP aV lRQJ aV WhHy SHrVLVW LQ GLVEHlLHI aQG 
hySRFrLVy.

Indeed, Allāh Zould not Juide suFh evil-minded people whose hearts are infected with 
hySRFrLVy aQG GR QRW rHSHQW.’

Additionally, Q .09:73 Commands The Prophet�3�: ‘ F ight against the disbelievers and the 
hypocrites and be harsh upon them;  their refuge is Hell, and wretched is the destination.’ 
Q .09:74 adds: ‘ They swear by Allāh that they did not say anythinJ aJainst the Prophet�3� 
while they had said the word of disbelief and disbelieved after their pretense of ,slāP«� So if 
they repent, it is better for them;  but if they turn away, Allāh Zill punish theP Zith a painful 
punishment in this world as well as in the Hereafter.’

Ɩyah �� FonYeys an iPportant PessaJe� Spend soPethinJ on others out of ZhateYer We haYe 
provided you with, before death comes upon one of you in its natural  course, and then he 
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says: M y Rabb, if only you delay things for me and l et m e l iv e a l ittl e l onger then I shall be 
charitable, and be of the righteous.

,f , Zere to Fherry piFk an Ɩyah froP this Sǌrah as a treasure containing Precious Divine 
7ruth� and for reÀeFtion� it Zould Ee Ɩyah ��� ZhiFh is paraphrased EeloZ�

O 7he )aithful�
Do not be distracted by your wealth and your children/ IaPLly from the Remembrance 
of Allāh� 
WhosoeYer does so� it is they Zho are the losers LQ WhH +HrHaIWHr.

0usliP Farries tZo reports� �i� Syed ,En CAEEās�5A� and Syed AEǌ +urayrah�5A� narrated 
that Allāh’s 0essenJer�3� used to recite Sǌrah Al�-uPuCah ���� in the ¿rst rak’ah and Sǌrah 
Al�0una¿Tǌn in the seFond durinJ the F riday Congregation 3rayer� �ii� Syed ,En AEi 
5ā¿’�5A�  said� 0arZān iEn al�+akaP appointed AEǌ +urayrah�5A� as his deputy in 0adƯnah 
and he left for M akkah. Thus AEǌ +urayrah�5A� led us in the Jumu’ah prayer and he recited 
Sǌrah Al�-uPu’ah ���� in the ¿rst rak’ah and Sǌrah Al�0unā¿Tǌn in the seFond� , then Pet 
AEǌ +urayrah�5A� as he FaPe EaFk and , told hiP� <ou haYe reFited tZo Sǌrahs ZhiFh Syed 
µAlƯ�5A� iEn AEƯ 7āliE used to reFite in .ǌfah� 8pon this Syed AEǌ +urayrah�5A� said: I heard 
the M essenger of Allāh�3�  reFitinJ these tZo Sǌrahs in the F riday 3rayer� Or as 7he Prophet�3� 
may have said and done.

=aPakhsharƯ Farries a report in his .ashshāf of the 3rophetiF Tuotation Fited Ey Syed AEƯ Ein 
K a’b�5A� suggesting that whoever would recite this Sǌrah and aFt Ey it shall EeFoPe free froP 
hypoFrisy’� Or as 7he Prophet�3� may have said. 

This Sǌrah presents soPe of the 'iYine AttriEutes ZhiFh are not reÀeFted in the FonYentional 
enumeration of 99:

- Allāh testi¿es that the hypoFrites are liars�
- And for Allāh are the treasures of the cosmos and the earth.
- All honor is for Allāh�
- Allāh is )ully�AZare of ZhateYer you do�

This Sǌrah� al�0unā¿Tǌn� Zas reYealed in 0adƯnah shortly after the %attle of 8hud – A' 
���� ,t FoPprises �� Ɩyāt and Fonstitutes a part of 3art ��of 7he Qur’ān alonJ Zith Sǌrahs 
58-66. The Qur’ān FoPprises ����� Ɩyāt of uneTual lenJth and �� 3arts of eTual lenJth�

Introducing �e Qur’ān by Badr Hashemi137



Al�7aJhāEun

The Sǌrah takes its naPe froP the phrase in Ɩyah ��� µ<aZP�ut�7aJhāEun’� PeaninJ 
‘ M utual Dispossession’ or ‘ E xposition’, or ‘ Gain and L oss’, or ‘ M utual Defrauding’, or even 
‘ Haggling’. It refers to the Time of Resurrection and F inal Judgment that shall determine the 
extent of loss to the disbelievers resulting in their fate to be Hell, and gain to the believers 
with their fate to be Paradise. It would be a time when everyone, believer as well disbeliever, 
will try to save oneself and put the blame on others for their failings in the worldly life. 

While the Sǌrah opens Ey e[tolinJ the *lory� 3oZer and .noZledJe of Allāh�(0�, it conveys 
the following: 

� Ɩyah �� � <ou shall ¿rPly believe in Allāh’V 8QVharHG 8QLWy� 'LYLQLWy aQG 
8QLTXHQHVV and the m ission and m essage of His L ast M essenger M uham m ad, and 
yRX Vhall alVR EHlLHYH LQ 7he /iJht – The 4Xr’āQ � that We haYe sent doZn with 
him . And Allāh is )ully .noZledJeaEle of ZhateYer you do�

� Ɩyah�� �  1o Pisfortune Eefall anyone Eut Zith Allāh’s &onsent� And ZhoeYer 
¿rPly aQG VLQFHrHly believes in Him and that the m isfortune is from  Allāh� He will 
guide his heart WR HQGXrH LW SaWLHQWly.

� Ɩyah�� � 7here Zould Ee som e enemies to you from among your own spouses and 
your own children, so beware of them and do not giv e their rights pr ecedence ov er 
the rights of Allāh aQG +LV P rophe t 0XhaPPaG.

� Ɩyah�� -   Y our wealth and your children/ IaPLly are surely a source of distraction 
and tem pt ation for you from  the R em em brance of Allāh.

� Ɩyah �� -  If you would lend Allāh a Eeautiful loan LQ WhH SHrYLFH RI +LV &aXVH� He 
shall multiply it for you ZhLlH rHSayLQJ, and, RQ WhH WRS RI LW� +H Vhall forgive your 
sinful offences too. 

,f , Zere to Fherry piFk an Ɩyah froP this Sǌrah as a treasure containing Precious Divine 
7ruth� and for reÀeFtion� it Zould Ee Ɩyah ��� ZhiFh is paraphrased EeloZ�

Y ou shall hold Allāh in aZe as Eest as you Fan� and Ee FharitaEle� it Zould Ee for your 
own good. 

And whoever would be saved from the VHl¿Vh greed of one’s soul in this l ife shall be 
successful LQ WhH +HrHaIWHr.

All of the Qur’ān is Elessed� and there are parts of it aEout ZhiFh Ze haYe Eeen inforPed 
aEout their speFi¿F ElessinJs� One suFh Sǌrah is this� A report Farried Ey 7afsƯr al�%urhān 
suggests that Syed -a’far as�SādiT�5A� said if a person recites this Sǌrah in the Salāt�3rayers� 
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then at the Time of Judgment it will intercede on his behalf. =aPakhsharƯ Farries a siPilar 
report in his .ashshāf of the 3rophetiF Tuotation Fited Ey Syed AEƯ Ein .a’E�5A�� Or as 7he 
Prophet�3� may have said.

This Sǌrah has an oYerZhelPinJ fraJranFe of the traditionally enuPerated SaFred AttriEutes 
as well as some others: 

� WhateYer is in the cosmos and whatever is in the earth glorify Allāh� for +iP is the 
Sovereignty and for Him is the Praise, and He is Powerful over everything.

� ,t is +e� Who Freated you «� and Allāh is WatFhful of ZhateYer you do�
- He created the cosmos and the earth with the truth, and He formed you, and made 

your forPs Zell«�
- He knows what is in the cosmos and the earth, and He knows what you keep secret, 

and what you declare, and Allāh is knowledgeable with what is in our hearts - 
LQQHrPRVW.

This Sǌrah� at�7aJhāEun� Zas reYealed in 0adƯnah and Fonsists of �� Ɩyāt� ,t Fonstitutes a 
part of Part 28 of The Qur’ān alonJ Zith Sǌrahs ������ 7he Qur’ān FoPprises ����� Ɩyāt of 
unequal length and 30 Parts of equal length.

Introducing �e Qur’ān by Badr Hashemi139



At�7alāT

The Sǌrah takes its naPe froP Ɩyah �� Zhere the YerE µ7al/aQa’ oFFurs� ,t Peans µ7he 
Divorce’. It deals with the laws of divorce additional to those mentioned in Q .02:226-232;  
and Fontains speFi¿F direFtions FonFerninJ diYorFe� the ZaitinJ period to Ee oEserYed Ey 
women who are either in a family way or are suckling, and the manner in which the husbands 
are to provide for the div orced Zife and the EaEy� Ɩyāt �����

It highlights the fact that all matters related to divorce must be handled amicably with due 
reJard to µal�0a’rǌf’ and in reFoJnition of the faFt that the husEand shall Ee held aFFountaEle 
for his EehaYior� 7he AraEiF e[pression of µal�0a’rǌf’ Peans honouraEly� Zith kindness� in 
Jood tradition� etF� 7his is EeinJ said to ÀaJ the faFt that Eitterness should not Ee alloZed to 
overwhelm an already bitter situation.

It also discusses the relationship between ‘ Taqwa’, Allāh FonsFiousness� and µ5i]T’ 
�sustenanFe�� it is µ7aTZa’ and µ7aZakkul’– trust in Allāh�(0� - together with righteous 
conduct that leads to the doors of ‘ Riz q’ opening. It is interesting that this relationship appears 
in this Sǌrah as it is at the tiPe of diYorFe that people are usually Post unFertain aEout their 
future and what it contains, and so it serves as a source of hope as it includes the powerful 
proPise � Ɩyāt �� and ���

‘ And He shall make a way out RI HYHry GLI¿FXlWy aQG HPEarraVVPHQW for  the one who 
would fear disobedience of Allāh� 

And Allāh shall proYide for him sustenance of his need from such an unex pe cted source 
that he cannot ev en imagine, and whoever would thus place trust in Allāh� then +e shall 
Ee suf¿Fient for hiP IRr all hLV QHHGV.’

This and Sǌrah al�7ahrƯP ���� speak aEout faPily rules�  7he spouses are asked to folloZ 
Allāh�(0�’s decreed rules whether they have a disagreement with each other or they love each 
other� We are not Must to say the Zords of diYorFe and separate froP ZiYes� Eut Ze are Pade 
obliged to give them their rights. It also reminds the believers to obey Allāh�(0� and His 
Prophet�3�, and those not complying and disobeying are warned of the consequences. The 
Prophet�3� never divorced anyone of his wives, but married the divorcees, all except two, 
notZithstandinJ that he Zas perPitted to diYorFe his ZiYes – Q����������

The Sǌrah also alludes ErieÀy to the punishPent of forPer FoPPunities Zho failed to folloZ 
the laws revealed by Allāh�(0�, mentions the future reward for believers before concluding 
with a one-time striking reference to the creation of ‘ seven heavens and the earth similar in 
num ber to them.’ 
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,f , Zere to Fherry piFk an Ɩyah froP this Sǌrah as a treasure containing Precious Divine 
7ruth� and for reÀeFtion� it Zould Ee Ɩyah ��� ZhiFh is paraphrased EeloZ�

Allāh haV alVR aVVLJQHG IRr yRX a 0essenJer – 0XhaPPaG.
+e reFites to you the Ɩyāt of Allāh from  The 4Xr’āQ, which are very clear, to lead those 
who believe and perform deeds of righteousness out of the darkness of ignorance and 
dogm a into the light of truth, EHlLHI aQG rHalLWy. 
WhoeYer EelieYes in Allāh’V ([LVWHQFH� 8QVharHG 8QLWy aQG 'LYLQLWy and performs deeds 
of righteousness, He shall admit him into Gardens with rivers of water, hRQHy� m il k and 
wine ÀoZinJ Eeneath theP� aEidinJ therein eternally� 
Allāh has� indeed� Jranted for suFh an e[Fellent proYision�

%okhārƯ Farries seYeral Tuotations froP 7he Prophet�3�� three of ZhiFh are presented� �i� 
Anyone Zho inFites a ZoPan aJainst her husEand «�  is not one of us� �ii� Allāh did not 
Pake anythinJ laZful Pore aEoPinaEle to +iP than the diYorFe� and �iii� 7here is no diYorFe 
or ePanFipation in Fase of Fonstraint or duress� Or as 7he Prophet�3� may have said.

All of the Qur’ān is Elessed� and there are parts of it aEout ZhiFh Ze haYe Eeen inforPed 
aEout their speFi¿F ElessinJs� One suFh Sǌrah is this� =aPakhsharƯ Farries a report in his 
.ashshāf of the 3rophetiF Tuotation Fited Ey Syed AEƯ Ein .a’E�5A� similar to M ajma‘  al-
%ayān narratinJ froP the Prophet�3� that whoever would recite Sǌrah al�7alāT� and aFts upon 
its inMunFtions� Zill pass aZay Zhile folloZinJ the 3rophetiF traditions� Or as 7he Prophet�3� 
may have said. 

This Sǌrah has oYerZhelPinJ fraJranFe of the SaFred AttriEutes ZhiFh Pay Ee understood 
and taken in the context of the rules governing divorce set out in the Sǌrah�

- Guard yourselves against RYHrVWHSSLQJ WhH lLPLWV VHW Ey Allāh� IRr +H LV your Rabb.
� WhosoeYer oYersteps the liPits set Ey Allāh Zould haYe surely Faused inMustiFe to 

himself.
� WhosoeYer does not oYersteps the liPits set Ey Allāh � +e Pake a Zay out for hiP� 

and will provide for him from where he would not be expecting.
� WhosoeYer puts his trust in Allāh � +e Zill Ee Suf¿Fient for hiP� 
� WhosoeYer Juards hiPself aJainst RYHrVWHSSLQJ WhH lLPLWV VHW Ey Allāh � +e Zill 

absolve him of his evil deeds, and honor him with reward.

This Sǌrah� at�7alāT� Zas reYealed in 0adƯnah and Fonsists of �� Ɩyāt� ,t Fonstitutes a part 
of Part 28of The Qur’ān� ZhiFh in turn FoPprises ����� Ɩyāt of uneTual lenJth and �� 3arts 
of equal length.
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Al�7ahrƯP

The Sǌrah takes its title froP Ɩyah �� Zhere the in¿nitiYe forP of the YerE µ+ar5a0a’ 
occurs;  meaning to forbid or make something unlawful. Thus the title means ‘ F orbiddance’, 
or ‘ The F orbidding’, or ‘ The Prohibition’. The Prophet�3� is being told not to forbid for himself 
what Allāh�(0� has permitted for him. Since it addresses the Prophet’s family situation, it is 
also known as Sǌrah an�1aEƯ� i�e� Sǌrah of 7he Prophet. 

The way The Prophet�3� is being questioned about forbidding certain things to himself 
bears some resemblance to Q .03:93 where Israel/ Jacob�3� is mentioned of having forbidden 
for himself certain foods before The Torah was revealed, ( L.H. WhH SrH�SLQaLWLF food l aws of 
*HQHVLV �.���).

The Sǌrah Zas reYealed Zhen soPe of the ZiYes�5A� of The Prophet�3� had erred and caused 
the Prophet’s temporary distance from his wives;  thus using it to instruct the believers to 
understand the nature of +alāl�liFit� and +arāP�illiFit and to understand the Friteria for 
success and salvation in the Hereafter. It lists the qualities of the righteous ZoPen – Ɩyah 
05, and contains examples of the fate of righteous and unrighteous women by drawing on the 
examples of the wives of Noah�3� and L ot�3� ( and of -oE – Q������� on the one hand� and the 
wife of Pharaoh and M ary�5A�, the mother of Jesus�3�� on the other� Ɩyāt ������ 

It warns against any disrespect toward The Prophet�3� and that righteousness does not lie in 
belonging to a certain family or tribe but purely in one’s faith in Allāh�(0�, obedience of The 
P rophe t and deeds of righteousness based on true faith. 

,f , Zere to Fherry piFk an Ɩyah froP this Sǌrah as a treasure containing Precious Divine 
7ruth� and for reÀeFtion� it Zould Ee Ɩyah ��� ZhiFh is paraphrased EeloZ�

O 7he )aithful�

Y ou shall turn to Allāh in sincere repentance, faithfully aQG rHPRrVHIXlly VR WhaW yRX 
nev er return to sin.

It may wel l  be that your Rabb shall aFFHSW yRXr VLQFHrH rHSHQWaQFH aQG absolve you of 
your sinful deeds, and cause you to enter into the Gardens through which streams of 
water, hRQHy� m il k and wine ÀoZ�

At the Time, Allāh shall not let 7he Prophet M uham m ad be embarrassed Ey QRW JraQWLQJ 
accept ance to his intercession, and those who believed with him Ey QRW JraQWLQJ WhHP 
forgiv eness.
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Their lights streaming and radiating around them, and to their right hand that hol ds book 
of their deeds of righteousness, as they shall be saying:

- O  Our 5aEE�
- .LQGly make our light resplendent for us forever and grant us forgiveness.
- Indeed, Y ou are Powerful over everything.

%okhārƯ and 0usliP Farry seYeral reports TuotinJ Syedah µƖisha�5A� stating: The Prophet�3� 
used to stay for a period in the house of Z ainab bint Jahsh, one of the wives of the Prophet�3�, 
and he used to drink honey in her house. Hafsa and I decided that when the Prophet�3� entered 
upon either of us� she Zould say� µ, sPell in you the Ead sPell of 0aJha¿r � a Ead sPellinJ 
raisin� +aYe you eaten 0aJha¿r"’ When he entered upon one of us� she said that to hiP� +e 
replied: No, but I have drunk honey in the house of Z ainab bint Jahsh, and I will never drink 
it aJain�’ 7hen Ɩyāt ��� Zere reYealed� +ishāP said� ,t also Peant his sayinJ� µ, Zill not drink 
anyPore� and , haYe taken an oath� so do not inforP anyEody of that�’ Or as 7he Prophet�3� 
may have intended, said and done.

%okhārƯ Tuotes 7he Prophet�3� of having said that Allāh�(0� has one hundred minus one Bl essed 
Names/ M aj estic Attributes, i.e. 99, six of these appear in this Sǌrah� 

- Allāh is )orJiYinJ� Compassionate.
- Allāh is your 0aster� +e is All�.noZinJ� All�Wise�
- Truly Y ou are Powerful over everything.

This Sǌrah� at�7ahrƯP� Zas reYealed in 0adƯnah� ,t Fonsists of �� Ɩyāt and Fonstitutes a part 
of Part 28 of The Qur’ān FoPprisinJ ����� Ɩyāt of uneTual lenJth and �� 3arts of eTual 
length.
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Al-M ulk

The Sǌrah deriYes its naPe froP Ɩyah ��� Zhere the Zord µal�0ulk’ oFFurs� PeaninJ µ7he 
Sovereignty’ or ‘ The K ingdom’, or ‘ The Dominion’. It begins with a grand introduction to the 
two aspects of creation perceivable by humankind, namely, ‘ M ulk’ ( The 'iYine SoYereiJnty� 
and ‘ Q udrah’ ( The 'iYine OYerpoZerinJ &ontrol�� 7oJether� they Fonstitute Zhat is Jenerally 
Falled µnature’� ,t e[tols the Jreatness of 7he One Who holds sZay oYer the cosmos and 
whose power animates all creation. Nature does not exist by itself. It is created, owned and 
controlled by Allāh�(0� – 7he &reator� 7he OZner� 5aEE of OYerpoZerinJ &ontrol�

The Sǌrah draZs attention to the e[panse and suEtlety of creation as a Sign of the L ord 
Supreme�(0�, describes the purpose of this life and the fate of the disbelievers in the Hereafter. 
It reminds people that if they consider the laws of universe and observe the creation, they 
will note that this whole kingdom belongs to Allāh�(0� and He controls everything. Attention 
is then called to the perfect working of Divine L aws in physical nature, and from this the 
inference is drawn that, as one law is working in the physical universe, so there is a law 
relating to good and evil working in the spiritual realm. 

Some of the highlights are enlightening:

� Ɩyah �� – +e Freated the phe nom enon of the death and the life. So that +H may test 
you between l ife and death to see which one of you would be best in conduct that 
SlHaVHG +LP.

� Ɩyah �� and �� � 7hose Zho Zould disEelieYe in WhH 8QVharHG 8QLWy aQG 'LYLQLWy 
of their Rabb await the punishment of +ell� As they Zould Ee ÀunJ into it� they shall 
hear and ex pe rience its furor as it seethes. W hat an awful and woeful  destination!

� Ɩyah �� – Allāh created and made the earth subservient for you to dev el op and 
FrHaWH RSSRrWXQLWLHV IRr yRXr lLYLQJ; so you may travel all around it and striv e to 
Eene¿t froP its proYisions�

� Ɩyah �� � 'o you feel seFure that 7he One W ho is in the heaYen – Allāh � shall not 
cause the earth to swallow you with it when it VXGGHQly EHJLQV WR sway violently for 
yRXr GLVEHlLHI LQ +LP aQG +LV 5HlLJLRQ RI ,VlāP?  

� Ɩyah �� � Or do you feel seFure that 7he One W ho is in the heaYen – Allāh � shall 
not send upon you a violent wind/ hail  storm  IRr yRXr GLVEHlLHI LQ +LP aQG +LV 
R el igion of ,VlāP" 7hen you shall ¿nd out Zhat 0y WarninJ is like�

� Ɩyah �� � And� indeed� those Eefore theP had al so belied and denied 0y M essengers 
aQG 0y 0HVVaJHV;   then how awful  and woeful  was WhH FRQVHTXHQFH RI WhHLr denial!

� Ɩyah �� �,t is +e� Who ErouJht you into Eeing from  nothingness and without a 
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pr ecedent, and granted you the facul ties of hearing, the eyesight, and the heart. 
<et hoZ little you rePain Jrati¿ed WR +LP IRr WhHVH ElHVVLQJV Ey EHlLHYLQJ LQ +LV 
&rHaWLYH 3RZHrV.

� Ɩyah �� � +aYe they neYer ZatFhed the Eirds� abov e them  in air, spreading out their 
ZLQJV LQ ÀLJhW, and folding them in?  No one upholds them aloft except Ar-5ahPān 
- 7hH /RrG RI ,Q¿QLWH 0HrFy.

� Ɩyah �� �+aYH yRX HYHr FRQVLGHrHG if your water resources were to sink deep 
underground one morning, who could then provide you with water stream s� ÀoZinJ 
plentifully?  N one but Allāh � WhH ([alWHG� WhH AlPLJhWy.

,f , Zere to Fherry piFk an Ɩyah froP this Sǌrah as a treasure containing Precious Divine 
7ruth� and for reÀeFtion� it Zould Ee Ɩyah ��� ZhiFh is paraphrased EeloZ�

+aYH yRX HYHr FRQVLGHrHG if your water resources were to sink deep underground one 
morning, who could then provide you with water stream s� ÀoZinJ plentifully" 

N one but Allāh � WhH ([alWHG� WhH AlPLJhWy.

All of the Qur’ān is Elessed� and there are parts of it aEout ZhiFh Ze haYe Eeen inforPed 
of their speFi¿F ElessinJs� One suFh Sǌrah is this Sǌrah 0ulk� )iYe Tuotations froP 7he 
Prophet�3�, narrated by Syed Ibn ‘ AEEās�5A� and Syed ,En 0as’ǌd�5A� are produced below: 

- ‘ I wish that ‘ Blessed is the K ingdom’ ( this Sǌrah� Zould Ee in the heart of eYery 
EelieYer’ >QurtaEƯ and SuyǌtƯ@� 

- ‘ It is a protector;  a rescuer;  saving from the chastisement of the grave’ [ 7irPidhƯ@� 
- ‘ Sǌrah 7aEārak �this Sǌrah� proteFts froP the punishPent of the JraYe�’>,En 

0ardāZaya@� �1ote� 7his does not Must Pean that Ze PePori]e it YerEatiP and 
remain heedless of its meanings. L earn the meanings as well, then its recitation 
Zould enliYen our souls�� 

� µWhoeYer Zould reFite this Sǌrah shall Ee as if he enliYened /ailat�ul�Qadr’ 
[ =aPakhsharƯ@� 

- It will intercede on behalf of the one who recites it ( this Sǌrah� until he is forJiYen� 
>,En .athƯr and 7aErisƯ@�

Or as 7he Prophet�3� Pay haYe said� ,n YieZ of the foreJoinJ AhādƯth� this Sǌrah is one of the 
Eest knoZn and Post freTuently reFited Sǌrahs of 7he Qur’ān�

This Sǌrah has an oYerZhelPinJ fraJranFe of the non�FonYentional Divine Attributes which 
comprise the following:

� %lessed is +e in Whose +and is the SoYereiJnty and R eign of al l  ex istence, and He 
is Powerful over all things.

- He created the life and the death to test you through the pr ocess of SXrL¿FaWLRQ 
which of you is best in deeds, and He is the Almighty, the F orgiving.

� 'oes +e Who Freated yRX not know whil e He is the Subtle and All- Aware RI yRXr 
m inutest detail s?

- Do they not consider the birds above them, spreading and folding up their wings?  
1one holds theP Eut 7he 0erFiful� 7ruly� +e WatFhes eYerythinJ�

� ,t is +e Who ErouJht you to e[istenFe and Pade for you facul ties of hearing, sight 
and hearts – these three facul ties woul d be cal l ed to account for their pr ope r or 
LPSrRSHr XVH GXrLQJ RQH’V lLIHWLPH.

This Sǌrah� al�0ulk� Zas reYealed in 0akkah� ,t FoPprises �� Ɩyāt and Pakes the EeJinninJ 
of the Part 29 of The Qur’ān FoPprisinJ ����� Ɩyāt of uneTual lenJth and �� 3arts of eTual 
length.
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Al-Q alam

The Sǌrah takes its naPe froP the Zord µal�QalaP’ appearinJ in Ɩyah ��� PeaninJ µ7he 
Pen’. The inkstand and the pen and all writings are called to bear witness to the fact that the 
speeches and statements of the Prophet M uhammad�3� are not those of a Pan afÀiFted Zith 
insanity. In fact, he is a gentleman of an exalted status and moral excellence, and The Qur’ān 
is an ([hortation to Joodness for eYeryEody in the World� so it Fannot Ee the Fause or produFt 
of insanity – Ɩyāt ������ 

It is also known with the name of Sǌrah 1ǌn� Zhere µ1ǌn’ appears in Ɩyah ��� proEaEly 
referring to the ‘ F ish’ which swallowed up Jonah�3�. The purpose being to motivate the 
Prophet M uhammad�3� and, through him, his followers to continue this Divine M ission and 
not to give it up in disappointment. The mission of ,slāP is for the Zhole Zorld and for all 
tiPes to in¿nity� 

In response to the wild allegations by the hostile groups of disbelievers, the Sǌrah details 
the whole scenario affecting the person and mission of The Prophet�3� ;  gauge the tone and 
terseness of its wording: 

� Ɩyāt �����

 Soon you shall see� and they – GLVEHlLHYHrV� SRlyWhHLVWV � shall realiz e, who of 
you is afÀiFted Zith insanity� ,ndeed� your 5aEE is )ully AZare of those Zho 
would have strayed off His Path, as He is al so F ully Aware of those who have 
been guided aright.

 Y ou shall not yield to the pr essures of those who SHrVLVWHQWly belie yRXr 
M ission and the 'LYLQH 0HVVaJH. They would wish that you relented RQ yRXr 
pr eaching, so they too would compromise on their attitude.

 Y ou shall not follow people of base character simply because of their worldly 
wealth and soFial inÀuenFe�

 WheneYer Our Ɩyāt from  The 4Xr’āQ would be recited to him, he would 
GLVPLVV WhHP Ey saying: These are j ust ¿Ftional tales of the past�

 We shall soon Erand hiP on the Pu]]le for m aking such a v icious al l egation 
aJaLQVW 2Xr 5HYHlaWLRQ.

� Ɩyāt ����� proYide the paraEle of µthe oZners of the garden’ who lost their harvest 
because of their miserliness in sharing with the poor and under-privileged. 

� Ɩyah �� raises a FruFial issue that it Zould Ee utterly aJainst reason that in the 
Hereafter, the obedient servants should meet the same fate as the guilty and 
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PisJuided� 7hus the Tuestion� Should We treat those� in term s of reward, who 
would submit WR 2Xr &RPPaQG� the same way as those who would not and be the 
sinners – JXLlWy RI GLVEHlLHI� ZLFNHG RI aWWLWXGH aQG a lLIH IXll RI VLQ?

� Ɩyah �� and �� – Present a metaphor or an idiomatic expression indicating that 
the Resurrection exposes intense severities – ‘ « Zhen the shank Zill Ee Eared «’ 
those who are being called upon to bow before Allāh in the Zorld and refuse to do 
so, would be unable to prostrate themselves at that Time, even if they wanted to do 
so, and thus they would stand eternally disgraced and condemned.

� Ɩyah �� -   So let M e deal  with those who would belie aQG GHQy this 'isFourse – 
The 4Xr’āQ� We shall soon lead theP� systePatiFally� to ruin in a way they will not 
ev en realiz e. 

� Ɩyah �� portrays the Pood of the hostile Jroups Zhere it seePed that they Zould 
strike you down with their ¿HrFH looks, because of  GHHS�rRRWHG aQLPRVLWy aQG 
hatred, when they hear The 4Xr’āQ; and RXW RI VhHHr MHalRXVy� they allege: Surely, 
he must be aIÀLFWHG ZLWh insanLWy.

The Sǌrah EeJins Zith Allāh�(0� defending the Prophet M uhammad�3� – Ɩyāt ������ and then 
ends up with consoling him by quoting the example of Jonah�3� who had become a little 
impatient for the help of Allāh�(0� to arriYe – Ɩyāt ������

,f , Zere to Fherry piFk a set of Ɩyāt froP this Sǌrah as a treasure containing Precious Divine 
7ruth� and for reÀeFtion� it Zould Ee Ɩyāt �� and ��� ZhiFh are paraphrased EeloZ�

- Do not, then, yield to those who persistently belie your M ission and the Divine 
M essage and want compromises.

- They wish that you should compromise and give up a part of your religion, so 
they too would compromise on their attitude and hostility, L.H. WhHy arH alrHaGy 
GLVEHlLHYHrV aQG WhHy ZLVh yRX WR EHFRPH disbel iev ers as wel l .

This Sǌrah� al�QalaP� Zas reYealed in 0akkah and FoPprises �� Ɩyāt� ,t is a part of the 
Part 29 of The Qur’ān� ZhiFh in turn FoPprises ����� Ɩyāt of uneTual lenJth and �� 3arts 
of equal length.
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Al�+āTTah

The Sǌrah takes its naPe froP the Zord µal�+āTTah’ appearinJ in Ɩyah ��� Pean µ7he 
Reality’, or ‘ The Inevitable’, or ‘ The L aying-Bare of The Truth’, or ‘ The Sure Reality’, etc. 
Al�+āTTah� Al�Qār i’ah� and Al�WāTi’ah are different e[pressions for the one and the saPe 
truth of coming of the Time of Resurrection and F inal Judgment and its correlatives when 
people would be handed over their books of deeds and awarded their rewards. 

It warns the hostile groups of tyrannical disbelievers and polytheists, then threatens them of 
meeting the fate of former civiliz ations like 7haPǌd� µƖd� Pharaoh, the habitations of Sodom 
and Gomorrah, and the Great F lood of Noah�3�  – Ɩyāt ������ 

The Sǌrah then desFriEes the horrors of FoPinJ of µal�+āTTah’ � Zhen 7he Trumpet shall 
be blown;  the earth, the infrastructure, skyscrapers and the mountains shall be heaved and 
crushed to powder;  the cosmos system shall be torn apart and it falls to pieces, out of awe 
for their Rabb and the descent of the angels, who will be over the edges of the heavens, eight 
of them, bearing their Rabb’s Throne aloft. That shall be the Time, you shall be exposed in 
such a manner before The Divine�(0� that nothinJ you hide shall rePain hidden – Ɩyāt ������

Rewards for the faithful are outlined as a life full of bliss and contentment, in a Garden with 
plenty of fruitful reZard for their deeds� the hostile Jroups of faithless shall Ee ÀunJ to the 
%la]inJ )ire Zith nothinJ to eat e[Fept froP ¿lth of pollutants – Ɩyāt ������

Ɩyāt ����� and �� e[press a stronJ af¿rPation� 

The 4Xr’āQ is surely the word FRQYHyHG WR yRX by an Illustrious M essenger - M uham m ad, 
it is not the word of a poet or a soothsayer. 
R ather this is a successiv e 5eYelation froP 5aEE of the Worlds� 
Undoubtedly, this is the Truth of absolute certainty.

,f , Zere to Fherry piFk a set of Ɩyāt froP this Sǌrah as a treasure containing Precious Divine 
7ruth� and for reÀeFtion� it Zould Ee Ɩyāt ������ ZhiFh are paraphrased EeloZ�

- This 4Xr’āQ is a successiv e 5eYelation froP the 5aEE of the Worlds� WhH &rHaWRr RI 
al l  FrHaWLRQ.

- And had M uham m ad dared to forJe soPe Word of the R ev el ation in Our 1aPe�
� We Zould haYe FHrWaLQly seiz ed him by the right hand, rem ov ed al l  pow er from  

him ,
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� and� then� We Zould haYe FHrWaLQly severed his life-vein.
- And not ev en one of you could have prevented Us from puni shing him.

%okhārƯ Tuotes 7he Prophet�3� of having said that Allāh�(0� has one hindered minus one 
Bl essed Names/ M aj estic Attributes, i.e. 99, two of which are stated in this Sǌrah�

� 5aEE of the Worlds
- Glorify the Bl essed Name of your Rabb, the E xalted.

This Sǌrah� al�+āTTah� Zas reYealed in M akkah shortly after Sǌrah �� FoPprises �� Ɩyāt� ,t 
is a part of the Part 29 of The Qur’ān� ZhiFh in turn FoPprises ����� Ɩyāt of uneTual lenJth 
and 30 Parts of equal length.
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Al�0’āriM

The Sǌrah takes its naPe froP the Zord µal�0a’āriM’ appearinJ in Ɩyah �� Zhere Allāh�(0�  is 
Falled the µ5aEE of al�0a’āriM�’ 7he Zord µal�0a’āriM’ � a plural� has Eeen rendered in (nJlish 
in Pany Zays like µ7he AsFensions’� µ7he Steps of 3roJression’� µ7he AsFendinJ Ways’� 
µ7he Stairs of AsFent’� or µ7he Ways Of AsFent’� µStairFeases 8pZard’� etF�� Eut essentially 
revolving around the theme of the ways and means a believer could gain spiritual ascension - 
gradual but sure. It focuses on the importance of belief, prayers, charity, trust worthiness and 
chastity as the key components of the faith. 

The Sǌrah FoYers � thePes� 

� 7he duration of the 7iPe of )inal -udJePent Zill Ee eTual to ¿fty thousand 
years – Ɩyah ���

� 'isEelieYers Zill Zish to saYe thePselYes froP this ineYitaEle afÀiFtion at the 
expense of their own children, spouses, siblings and relatives;  but it will not 
Zork– Ɩyāt ������

� 'isEelieYers Zill haYe doZnFast eyes and FountenanFes distorted Zith shaPe – 
Ɩyah ���

,n speFi¿F� it Falls upon 7he Prophet�3� to perseYere Zith JraFious patienFe – Ɩyah �� – 
whenever confronted with disbelief;  the disbelievers, hoarders and black marketers shall be 
in the )ierFe )laPe of the +ell¿re Zith their sFalps striped off – Ɩyāt ������ 7he EelieYers 
who would wish to seek the ways and the means to gain spiritual ascension and Countenance 
of Allāh�(0� shall be those men and women who 

� af¿rP the truth of the 7iPe of )inal -udJPent and its ForrelatiYes– Ɩyah ���
- persevere in their Salāt�deYotional oEliJations – Ɩyāt ��� ��� 
- give out charity/ alPs – Ɩyāt ������ 
- guard their Fhastity – Ɩyāt ������ 
� ful¿l their FoPPitPents� proPises and oaths – Ɩyah ��� 
� stand ¿rPly Ey their testiPonies in the Fourt of laZ – Ɩyah ���

In closing, the disbelievers are warned: If you do not believe, Allāh�(0�  will destroy you 
and replaFe you Ey other people Zho Zill Ee Eetter than you – Ɩyāt ��� and the Prophet�3� 
is consoled, so as to say: Do not take to heart their mockery and jesting;  leave them 
gossiping about coming of the L ast Hour, if they chose to face the disgrace and humiliation 
during the Time of the 5esurreFtion – Ɩyāt ������

,f , Zere to Fherry piFk a set of Ɩyāt froP this Sǌrah as a treasure containing Precious Divine 
7ruth� and for reÀeFtion� it Zould Ee Ɩyāt �� and ��� ZhiFh are paraphrased EeloZ�
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- The Time when they shall come out of their graves, hurrying as if they were rushing 
towards some objective -

- their eyes crestfal l en and humbled, and overshadowed by shame of disbel ief 
and disgrace. That is the Time about which they were rHSHaWHGly promised and 
IrHTXHQWly ZarQHG. 

This Sǌrah presents a Yariant of the usually enuPerated Divine Attributes: 
- I swear by Rabb of the easts and the wests, 
� We are de¿nitely OYerpoZerinJ� 
� And 5aEE of al�0a’āriM�

This Sǌrah� al�0a’āriM� Zas reYealed in 0akkah and Fonsists of �� Ɩyāt� ,t is a part of the 
Part 29 of The Qur’ān� ZhiFh in turn FoPprises ����� Ɩyāt of uneTual lenJth and �� 3arts 
of equal length.
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1ǌh 

The Sǌrah takes its naPe froP the Zord µ1ǌh’� PeaninJ the Prophet Noah�3�, appearing in 
Ɩyah �� and repeated thereafter� ,t is deYoted to the e[perienFe of Noah�3� including some 
iterations of his biography, while details about the Ark and his life after the Àood are Fontained 
in the %iEliFal literature – �%ook of *enesis � and ���  After liYinJ aPonJ his people for ��� 
years and preaching, he experienced harshness, derision and persecution. Thus, he made a 
plea in helplessness and failure to his Rabb�(0� � Ɩyāt ����� and ������

O  M y Rabb!

The more I would call them, the more they would run away from my preaching, thrusting 
¿nJers in ears� and draZinJ their Floaks oYer thePselYes to hide froP Pe� 7hey Fontinue 
growing in disbelief as they would have become so disdaining the faith.

O  M y Rabb!

7hey haYe de¿ed Pe tiPe and aJain� and folloZed instead those Zhose socio- pol itical  
LQÀXHQFH aQG XQlLPLWHG riches and LQÀXHQWLRQal families would only add to their 
insolence, disbelief and self-ruin. Do not leave any of the disbelievers alive on the earth 
for they would misguide Y our servants, and only breed sinful and wicked descendants.

His plea was answered, and thus Allāh�(0�’s Wrath FaPe upon theP� and they Zere all Ziped 
out in the catastrophic event which may have happened around the timeline of BC 5,000. This 
serves a great warning to the disbelievers that while Allāh’s 0erFy rePains open to theP� 
they will perish if they did not change their attitude towards the Divine M ission of Prophet 
M uhammad�3� and avail themselves of the Guidance. 

Noah�3� is thus presented as one of the resolute among the M essengers, a great role model 
of patienFe and steadfastness aJainst de¿anFe in the &ause of Allāh�(0�, even when he did 
not seem to be getting any result for as long as 950 years. That was the message for Prophet 
M uhammad�3� and his followers too, then and now, to remain steadfast in the cause and do not 
seek results of your choice as that is not in your control.

,f , Zere to Fherry piFk a set of Ɩyāt froP this Sǌrah as a treasure containing Precious Divine 
7ruth� and for reÀeFtion� it Zould Ee Ɩyāt ������ ZhiFh are paraphrased EeloZ�

- Do you not see how Allāh Freated seYen cosmos systems, one above the other?
- And He made the moon to illuminate in them, and He made the sun to be a radiant 

lamp?
- And Allāh Faused you to JroZ froP the earth –  referring to the creation of A dam  

IrRP µGXVW’ ± as the plants grow.
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� 7hen +e Zould Fause you to return to it – to the earth whil e buried in grav e, and 
¿Qally He shall bring you out completely in a new dim ension of ex istence at the 
Tim e of R esurrection?

%okhārƯ Tuotes 7he Prophet�3� to have said that Allāh�(0� has one hundred minus one Bl essed 
Names/ M aj estic Attributes, i.e. 99, one of which is carried by this Sǌrah� µ+e is 7he 
)orJiYinJ’� ,n addition� Ɩyāt ����� present a Yariant of the SaFred AttriEutes�

This Sǌrah� 1ǌh� Zas reYealed in 0akkah and FoPprises �� Ɩyāt� ,t is a part of the 3art �� 
of The Qur’ān� ZhiFh in turn FoPprises ����� Ɩyāt of uneTual lenJth and �� 3arts of eTual 
length.
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Al-Jinn

The Sǌrah takes its name from the word ‘ al-Jinn’, an invisible Freation� in Ɩyah ��� and 
recounts how some of the jinn heard Allāh’s 0essenJer�3� reciting the Qur’ān and FaPe to 
believe, and in this way gives a prediction that if  men deny the M essage, then others, yet 
hidden, will accept it.

Similar to the Angels, the Jinn are beings invisible to the naked human eye. In the Qur’ān� 
it is stated that humans are created from the earth and jinn from ¿re� 7hey Jenerally liYe in 
a parallel world and have free will. This Sǌrah hiJhliJhts hoZ soPe of theP are EelieYers� 
while the disbelievers among them try to trick huPan EeinJs into transJression – µsoPe 
persons from among human being would seek help from persons among the jinn being, and 
that Zould only inFrease their transJression’ – Ɩyah ��

This Sǌrah EelonJs to a tiPe Zhen opposition to ,slāP and oppression of M uslims had 
reaFhed its FliPa[� soPe EelieYers had to Àee to AEyssinia to saYe liYes and faith – A' ���� 
and those men and women who remained in M akkah were severely persecuted ~ AD 612-622. 
The circumstances were tough and challenging, and would have most assuredly driven an 
ordinary individual to despair. In such circumstances an assurance was sorely needed, and a 
very emphatic assurance came by way of this Sǌrah� %ut Eeyond an assuranFe� Ze are told 
that there are other people, yet hidden from the eye, who would accept the M essage of the 
Qur’ān�

The narrative of the M uslim Jinn is mentioned twice in the Qur’ān� onFe in this Sǌrah Zith 
nearly half of it dediFated to theP – Ɩyāt ����� and seFondly in Sǌrah ��� al�AhTāf Yide Ɩyāt 
������ ,t is said that Ɩyāt of this Sǌrah Zere reYealed after the Jinn heard the Prophet�3� reciting 
the Qur’ān Zhile returninJ froP an unsuFFessful Pission to 7āif � aA' ���� disheartened 
and disappointed� he stood in prayers at 1akhlah� =ayed Ein +ārith aFFoPpanied hiP� and 
there they Pet SalPān al�)ārisƯ� 7he Prophet�3� was not aware that the Jinn were present and 
listening to him, but Allāh�(0�, the All-K nowing, revealed their presence to him afterwards 
Yide the openinJ Ɩyah�

Thematic highlights comprise the following:

� Ɩyāt ��� �� and �� � Jinn listened to the recital  of the 4Xr’āQ;  they discussed it 
am ong them sel v es as� We haYe indeed listened to a 0aJni¿Fent 5eFital� ,t Juides 
to what is right and we believe in it. So whoever would believe shall neither hav e 
to fear any injustice, nor oppression GXrLQJ WhH 7LPH RI )LQal J udgm ent. And 
whenever M uham m ad, the Servant of Allāh� Zould stand up LQ SrayHrV to invoke 
Him, they - the j inn – Zould alPost FroZd upon hiP in their eagerness to l isten to 
The 4Xr’āQ.
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� Ɩyāt �� � And that the 3laFes of Worship for al l  rel igions belong to Allāh� So 
ZRrVhLSIXl rHYHrHQFH aQG REHGLHQFH LV H[FlXVLYHly +LV GXH. 7hXV, do not invoke 
any one else, pr ov erbial  or m etaphor ical , along with Allāh – 7hH 2QH aQG 2Qly 
G od.

� Ɩyāt �� and �� � Allāh al one is the K nower of the Imperceptible, and He would not 
reveal His K nowledge of the Imperceptible to anyone from  hum ankind, except to 
whom He would have chosen as a M essenger/ P rophe t. 

  [ Note: Thus, by 'iYine Will� the 3rophets do Jet soPe aFFess to the ,PperFeptiEle@�

The Sǌrah FonFludes Zith a series of pronounFePents startinJ Zith instruFtiYe Zord µQul’ – 
Ɩyāt ������ addressed to 7he Prophet�3� and his followers, then and now.

,f , Zere to Fherry piFk a set of Ɩyāt froP this Sǌrah as a treasure containing Precious Divine 
7ruth� and for reÀeFtion� it Zould Ee Ɩyāt ��� ������ ZhiFh are paraphrased EeloZ�

- The 3laFes of Worship for al l  rel igions belong to Allāh� So worshipf ul  rev erence and 
REHGLHQFH LV H[FlXVLYHly +LV GXH. 7hXV, do not call upon any one else, pr ov erbial  or 
m etaphor ical , along with Allāh – 7hH 2QH aQG 2Qly *RG.

- Say O  The 3rRShHW� I have no power over you, either for harm or for right guidance.
- Say O  The 3rRShHW� No one will protect me from Allāh� and , shall neYer ¿nd 

any protection ZLWh aQyRQH other than Him, if I do not convey from Allāh� +is 
0essaJes – The 4Xr’āQ.

,En .athƯr and QurtuEƯ Farry reports TuotinJ Syed µAlƯ�5A� iEn AEƯ 7āliE� )ourth 5iJhteous 
&aliph �A' ���–���� in suFFession to 7he Prophet, that ‘ Abd-Allāh’� appearinJ in Ɩyah ��� 
is one of the seven names by which The Prophet�3� said he was called in The Qur’ān� the others 
are 0uhaPPad �Q�������� etF�� 7ā�+ā. �Q�������� <ā�SƯn� �Q�������� AhPad �Q�������� Al�
0u]]aPPil �Q�������� and� Al�0uddaththir �Q�������� Or as 7he Prophet�3� may have said.

Ɩyāt ����� Farry a Elend of the M aj estic 'iYine AttriEutes – those that are usually enuPerated 
and others that are not:

- He is K nower of the Unseen ( WhH IXWXrH), He does not disclose His Unseen to 
anyone, 

� e[Fept the one WhoP +e approYes as a 0essenJer� and then +e dispatFhes Eefore 
him and behind him a guard lyinJ in Zait – the angel s who ensure that none of the 
j inn hear the R ev el ation before it reaches the P rophe t for whom  it is intended – 

- so that He/ he may know that they have indeed conveyed the messages of their 
Rabb. He encompasses all that is with them, and keeps a numbered count of all 
things.

This Sǌrah� al�Jinn, was revealed in 0akkah and FoPprises �� Ɩyāt� ,t is a part of the 3art �� 
of The Qur’ān� ZhiFh in turn FoPprises ����� Ɩyāt of uneTual lenJth and �� 3arts of eTual 
length.
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Al-M uz z ammil

The Sǌrah takes its title froP the e[pression µal�0u]]aPPil’ in Ɩyah ��� ,t Peans µfolded in 
garments’ in awe of the revelation that had been conferred upon The Prophet�3�. It focuses on 
the importance of Salāt�3rayer� espeFially the QiyāP Al�/ayl� the late night prayer as it is the 
direct link to Allāh�(0�.  

It enjoins the Prophet�3� to bear patiently the ill-treatment of his adversaries, who would 
soon receive their due punishment, as did Pharaoh when he wanted to destroy M oses�3� 
� Ɩyāt ������ ,t tells the Prophet�3� and all those who stand to advocate the M essage of 
Allāh�(0� to take their strenJth froP the Word of Allāh�(0�  - the 4Xr’āQ - and spend their 
resources in the Cause of Allāh�(0� – Ɩyah ���

The highlights comprise the following:

- Recite of the Qur’ān in a sl ow and distinFt reFitation� and as PuFh as you Fan – 
Ɩyah ���

- Getting up by late night for worshipf ul  m editation would be very demanding;  yet 
Yery reZardinJ for suEduinJ one’s soul – Ɩyah ��.

- Y ou shall recite The Sac red Name of your Rabb withdrawing yourself from 
everything el se, and devoting yRXrVHlI H[FlXVLYHly to +iP – Ɩyah ���

- Y ou shall bear with patience over what they allege aJaLQVW yRX� 2 M uham m ad and 
yRXr D iv ine M ission, and keep a distanFe froP theP in a JraFious Panner – Ɩyah 
10.

- Those who oppose the Prophet�3� will be treated with heavy fetters and blaz ing 
¿re – Ɩyāt ������

- The Prophet is likened to the Prophet assigned to Pharaoh - M oses - in situations 
of denial and de¿anFe� then it alludes to the seYerities of the 7iPe of )inal 
Judgment for such crim inal s � Ɩyāt ������ 

- So if you disbelieve, how will you guard against the Time that would make the 
children gray-haired L.H. lRVV RI VWrHQJWh aQG YLWalLWy LQGLFaWLQJ WhaW HYHQWV RI WhH 
7LPH ZRXlG EH VR VHYHrH WR PaNH WhH yRXQJ RlG IrRP IHar aQG aZH" Ɩyah ���

,f , Zere to Fherry piFk an Ɩyah froP this Sǌrah as a treasure containing Precious Divine 
7ruth� and for reÀeFtion� it Zould Ee Ɩyah ��� ZhiFh is paraphrased EeloZ�

WhateYer you spend in the &ause of Allāh Zould Ee a Eeautiful loan to Allāh.

WhateYer Jood deeds you will send ahead IRr WhH +HrHaIWHr� you shall ¿nd it Zith Allāh 
much better in condition, and with a greater reward than al l  that wealWh aQG SrRSHrWy 
yRX lHaYH EHhLQG LQ WhH ZRrlG.
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,En .athƯr and QurtuEƯ Farry reports TuotinJ Syed µAlƯ�5A� iEn AEƯ 7āliE� )ourth 5iJhteous 
&aliph �A' ���–���� in suFFession to 7he 3rophet� that µAl�0u]]aPPil’� Ɩyah ��� is one 
of the seven names by which The Prophet�3� said he was called in The Qur’ān� the others 
are 0uhaPPad �Q�������� etF�� 7ā�+ā. �Q�������� <ā�SƯn� �Q�������� AhPad �Q��������  
Abd-Allāh �Q�������� and Al�0uddaththir �Q�������� Or as 7he Prophet�3� may have said.

%okhārƯ Tuotes 7he Prophet�3� to have said that Allāh�(0� has one hundred minus one Bl essed 
Names/ M aj estic AttriEutes� i�e� ��� Ɩyah �� is an e[aPple� 5aEE of the (ast and the West� 
there is no entity for worship aQG FaQ QHYHr EH aQy but Him al one, so take Him as a Guardian. 

This Sǌrah� al�0u]]aPPil� Zas reYealed in 0akkah and FoPprises �� Ɩyāt� ,t is alPost 
certainly the fourth in the order of revelation. It is a part of the Part 29 of The Qur’ān� ZhiFh 
in turn FoPprises ����� Ɩyāt of uneTual lenJth and �� 3arts of eTual lenJth�
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Al-M uddaththir

The Sǌrah deriYes its title froP the e[pression µal�0uddaththir’ appearinJ in Ɩyah �� Peans 
‘ The Cloaked’, i.e. The Prophet�3� who is said to be covering himself with his cloak when the 
revelation came in. It outlines almost all the fundamentals of faith and basic truths pertaining 
to humankind with which the Qur’ān is Flosely FonFerned� 7he Prophet�3� and his followers 
are told to Zarn a people sunk loZ in YiFe and iPPorality as the FonseTuenFe of their ÀaZed 
faith, values and lifestyles.  

The Sǌrah tarJets in seYerest terPs one �Zithout naPinJ al�WalƯd Ein al�0uJhƯra al�
0akh]ǌPƯ� an AraE Fhief� µZho plotted against the truth of O ur Ɩyāt and m aneuv ered to 
VaERWaJH WhH YHry SXrSRVH RI LW� , shall soon hurl hiP in the hell¿re and al l  the l ike of him  
-  it would neither spare aQy VLQQHr nor leave anything RI hLV ÀHVh Rr QHrYH; it would be 
dis¿JurinJ their bodies and burning WhH VNLQ’ ± Ɩyāt ������ 7he ZarninJ rePains appliFaEle 
to anyone with the same mindset.

Important messages comprise the following:

� Ɩyāt ������ Al�0uddaththir� O you M uham m ad wearing the cloak!
 Arise and warn against the 'LYLQH GLVREHGLHQFH� 
 Proclaim the Greatness of your Rabb. 
� Ɩyah ��� <ou shall Ee steadfast for WhH &aXVH of your Rabb.

Ɩyāt ������ ,t shall Ee a terriEle tiPe for the disbelievers when the Trumpet shall be blown;  
so leave it to M e to decide what to do ZLWh WhHP. 

� Ɩyāt ������ Those who plot against the truth of Our Ɩyāt and m anoeuv re to 
VaERWaJH WhH YHry SXrSRVH RI LW shall be hurled in hell with highest of intensity in 
suffering.

� Ɩyah �� � )aWH RI each soul shall be pledged WR hLV IaLWh aQG GHHGV.
� Ɩyāt �� – ��� The sinners woul d ex pl ain their pr edicam ent:  We Zould not offer the 

Salāt�3rayers� not feed the needy� indulJed in falsehood and sin, and kept denying 
the truth of com ing of The Time of F inal Judgment until death had come upon us.

� Ɩyāt �� – ��� What is the m atter with them that they turn away in av ersion from 
The Recital - The 4Xr’āQ, aV LI WhHy Zere friJhtened Zild donkeys� ÀeeinJ in pani c 
from a lion?

,f , Zere to Fherry piFk a set of Ɩyāt froP this Sǌrah as a treasure containing Precious Divine 
7ruth� and for reÀeFtion� it Zould Ee Ɩyāt ������ ZhiFh are paraphrased EeloZ�

«�� they Zill Ee asking each other about those who were lost in sin:
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What has ErouJht you into hell�¿re"
They will say:
We Zere not aPonJ those Zho offered the Salāt�3rayers� 
And we did not feed and cl othe the poor«��

,En .athƯr and QurtuEƯ Farry reports TuotinJ Syed µAlƯ�5A� iEn AEƯ 7āliE� )ourth 5iJhteous 
&aliph �A' ���–���� in suFFession to 7he 3rophet� that µAl�0uddaththir’ � Ɩyah �� � is one 
of the seven names by which The Prophet�3� said he was called in The Qur’ān� the others are 
0uhaPPad �Q�������� etF�� 7ā�+ā. �Q�������� <ā�SƯn� �Q�������� AhPad �Q�������� AEd�
Allāh �Q������� and Al�0u]]aPPil �Q�������� Or as 7he Prophet�3� may have said.

This Sǌrah� al�0uddaththir� Zas reYealed in 0akkah after initial Ɩyāt of Sǌrah ��� ,t Fonsists 
of �� Ɩyāt and is a part of the 3art �� of 7he Qur’ān� ZhiFh in turn FoPprises ����� Ɩyāt of 
unequal length and 30 Parts of equal length.
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Al�QiyāPah 

The Sǌrah takes its title froP the e[pression µal�QiyāPah’ appearinJ in Ɩyah ��� it Peans 
‘ The Resurrection’;  literally it means ‘ The Stand Still’, i.e. when the existing dynamic 
equilibrium of the universe would come to a halt and collapse. It describes the L ast Hour in 
vivid details and warns people who think that this life does not have any consequences. It 
talks about the spiritual resurrection of the soul when it becomes aware of its Rabb, and it 
speaks aEout the physiFal resurreFtion that Zill take plaFe durinJ the ¿nal oYerall destruFtion 
or doom of the universe/ world and revival of all the dead in a new dimension of existence.

This Sǌrah toJether Zith Sǌrahs Ad�'ahr�Al�,nsān ���� and Al�0ursalāt ���� forP one 
theme and remind us that 

- when we die, and are revived to a new dimension of life after a predetermined time, 
- we will face the consequences of our faith, attitude and conduct in the worldly life 

during the Time of F inal Judgment, 
� and at that tiPe our ¿nal destination� Paradise or Hell, will be decided, 
- so we must live our lives in a way that we are constantly preparing for that time.

7he ¿rst and seFond Ɩyah start Zith tZo oaths� µ, sZear Ey «�� �’ 7he Qur’āniF oaths are not 
used to FonYinFe us� Eut to Pake us think� When Allah�(A� uses His creatures in His oaths, He 
pulls our attention to the signs in nature to invite us to be rational, consistent, and logical. The 
Qur’ān rePinds us Fonsistently that Allāh�(0�� Who authored the Ɩyāt of the Qur’ān� is the 
same Allāh�(0�� Who Freated the Ɩyāt �PiraFulous Zonders� of the physiFal uniYerse� Eoth 
are products of the same Allāh�(0�  and share the same characteristics. Besides this important 
reminder, the objects, events and concepts used in oaths prepare our mind for the upcoming 
issues or theses;  they provide aesthetic and semantic mental pictures and reference points.

The following are some of the emerging highlights:

� Ɩyah 10: R esurrection wil l  be the tim e when the sun and the moon would be joined 
together - WhH WLPH RI JRLQJ EaFN WR WhH µ¿rVW FrHaWLRQ’ ZhHQ WhH cosm os and the 
HarWh ZHrH RQH QHEXlar PaVV� aQG WhHQ :H VSlLW WhHP aSarW� 4.2���0.  

� Ɩyāt �� ���� O  P rop het 0XhaPPaG� Y ou shall not move your tongue LQ hXrry� 
endeav ouring to hasten PHPRrL]aWLRQ RI WhH 5HYHlaWLRQ� lHVW yRX Pay IRrJHW a SarW 
RI LW. In fact, it would be for Us to ensure its preservation LQ yRXr hHarW and enabl e 
yRX LWV reFitation� 7herefore� Zhen We haYe reFited it WR yRX, WhHQ yRX Vhall follow 
its recital, then it is for Us to explain it Ey PaNLQJ yRX FRPSrHhHQG LW.

� Ɩyah ��� 'oes Pan reFkon that he Zould Ee left al one to him sel f, ignored from  the 
pr ocess of accountability and award of rewards?  No!
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� Ɩyāt ������ W hen som e faces of the bel iev ers and righteous will be radiant and 
glowing at That Time, looking forward to WhH &RXQWHQaQFH RI their Rabb;  som e 
other faces of the GLVEHlLHYHrV aQG hySRFrLWHV will be JlRRPy aQG glowering at That 
Time, fearing that a crushing catastrophe would befall him/ them .

,f , Zere to Fherry piFk a set of Ɩyāt froP this Sǌrah as a treasure containing Precious Divine 
7ruth� and for reÀeFtion� it Zould Ee Ɩyāt ����� and ������ ZhiFh are paraphrased EeloZ�

- Does the huPan EeinJ reFkon that We shall not gather and re-assemble his bones 
to resurrect him ?   

- Y es indeed!
 :H Vhall rHVXrrHFW hLP Ey aVVHPElLQJ hLV ERQHV� aQG indeed, We are ev en able to 

restore the YHry tips of his ¿nJers ZLWh WhHLr lLQHV WRR L.H. ShyVLFal H[WrHPLWLHV of the 
human body.

� Was he not a seed froP sperP ePitted"
- Then he was an embryo, whereupon He created, then developed him .
- Then He made from it the oppos ite pair of genders, the male and the female.
� ,s 7hat One then not able to give life to the dead?
 <HV. ,QGHHG�

This Sǌrah� al�QiyāPah� Zas reYealed in 0akkah and Fonsists of �� Ɩyāt� ,t is a part of the 
Part 29 of The Qur’ān� ZhiFh in turn FoPprises ����� Ɩyāt of uneTual lenJth and �� 3arts 
of equal length.
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Al�,nsān

The Sǌrah takes its name from the Zord µal�,nsān’ in Ɩyah ��� it is also knoZn Ey the naPe 
of Sǌrah Al�'dhar� appearinJ in the saPe Ɩyah� Zhere the ¿rst naPe Peans µ7he +uPan’� 
and the second ‘ The Time’. It is about human perfectibility, the virtues of good believers and 
the reward they will get in the Hereafter. It also contains advice for the M essenger�3� and hence 
for the believers dedicated to his cause.

The Sǌrah offers the folloZinJ thePatiF PessaJes�

� Ɩyah �� states� µWe had Juided Pan to the Path through O ur assigned P rophe ts 
and M essengers, then it woul d be his choice whether he be grateful Ey IRllRZLQJ 
the P ath and being righteous, or be ungrateful Ey VWrayLQJ RII WhH P ath and being 
VLQIXl.’ 

� Ɩyāt ����� set out those Poral Tualities and Yirtuous aFts as Zell as those eYils 
of deed which ,slāP striYes to Fleanse froP human life. These two things are 
mentioned to highlight the enduring results they will produce in the Hereafter, 
irrespective of whether an evil quality may prove useful or a good quality may 
prove harmful during their life in the world.

� Ɩyāt ����� then address to the Prophet’�3�s audience: So let whoever desires, take 
a Path to his Rabb – WhrRXJh REHGLHQFH RI +LV /aVW P rophe t M uham m ad; He shall 
admit to His M ercy and Benev ol ence ZhoPeYer +e Pay Will RI WhH EHlLHYHrV. 
As for the wicked - the disbel iev ers, He would have prepared for them a VHYHrHly 
painful suffering ex tending to their hearts.

This Sǌrah toJether Zith Sǌrahs Al�QiyāPah’ ���� and Al�0ursalāt ���� forP one thePe and 
remind us that

- when we die, we will be resurrected to a new dim ension of l ife after a pr edeterm ined 
tim e to face the consequences of our faith, attitude and conduct in the worldly life,

- it will be the Time of F inal Judgment, 
� and at that 7iPe our ¿nal destination� Paradise or Hell, will be decided, 
- so we must live our lives in a way that we are constantly preparing for that time.

,f , Zere to Fherry piFk a set of Ɩyāt froP this Sǌrah as a treasure containing Precious Divine 
7ruth� and for reÀeFtion� it Zould Ee Ɩyāt ������ ZhiFh are paraphrased EeloZ�

� Surely We� We haYe sent doZn on to you 7he Qur’ān in staJes – at interv al s, 
SHrLRGLF LQVWalPHQWV� RYHr a SHrLRG RI a 2� yHars as was the 7Rrah µVFrRll Ey VFrRll’ 
– %aEylRQLaQ 7alPXG� *LWWLQ �0 a.
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- So be patient in the face of oppos ition and l eav e it for the Judgment of your Rabb, 
and do not obey from  them  any sinner or disbeliever.

- But FRPPLW yRXrVHlI WR WhH Rememberance of the Sac red Name of your Rabb by the 
early morning and by the evening,

- and in som e parts of the night prostrate yourself before Him, and glorify Him in 
yRXr ZRrVhLS all niJht lonJ  – (an opt ional  pr actice for 0XVlLPV RI 4LyaP�al�/ayl 
or the QLJhW YLJLl aQG SrayHrV).

,En .athƯr Farries a report suJJestinJ that 7he Prophet�3� would often recite this Sǌrah Al�
,nsān alonJ Zith Sǌrah µal�SaMdah’ ���� durinJ the Salāt al�)aMr�0orninJ Prayer on F ridays. 
Or as 7he Prophet�3� may have practiced. 

This Sǌrah� Al�,nsān� Zas reYealed in 0adƯnah and Fonsists of �� Ɩyāt� ,t is a part of the 
Part 29 of The Qur’ān� ZhiFh in turn FoPprises ����� Ɩyāt of uneTual lenJth and �� 3arts 
of equal length.
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Al�0ursalāt

The Sǌrah takes its naPe froP the e[pression µal�0ursalāt’ in Ɩyah ��� ,t has Eeen Yariously 
translated as ‘ Those Sent F orth’, ‘ The W inds Unleashed’, ‘ The Companies Sent’, and ‘ The 
(Pissaries’� etF� ,t is also knoZn as µal�8rfan’ after the seFond Zord in the saPe ¿rst Ɩyah� 
which may mean ‘ in succession’.  

The Sǌrah is uni¿ed Ey the thePe of FoPinJ punishPent and opens Zith a series of YiYid 
af¿rPations of the Fertainty of )inal -udJPent� desFriEes the siJns of the /ast +our – Ɩyāt 
0����, and then carries a series of ‘ woes’ directed against those who deny and belie the Time 
of F inal -udJPent and its ForrelatiYes – the ¿rst appearanFe of the phrase µWoe that 7iPe to 
the ones who deny and bel ie the truth of it’ in Ɩyah ��� and then reFurrinJ in Ɩyāt 15,19, 24, 
28, 34, 37, 40, 45, 47 and 49. E ach instance can be taken as a repetition for emphasis of the 
ZarninJ in referenFe to those Zho deny it as Zell as in Fonte[t of the te[t� We see the saPe 
pattern oFFurrinJ thirty�one tiPes of another Ɩyah in Sǌrah ��� 

7he initial Ɩyāt are hiJhly alliteratiYe� PetaphoriF and syPEoliF� thus FapturinJ these in 
Zords other than AraEiF is dif¿Fult� &onsider the folloZinJ understandinJ and interpretation 
of the initial si[ Ɩyāt� 

� Syed ,En µAEEāss�5A���� %y the ePissary Zinds� �sent� one after another� �� %y the 
raging hurricanes, 3. By those which cause earth’s vegetation to revive;  4. By those 
who winnow with a winnowing, 5. By those who bring down the Reminder, 6. To 
excuse or to warn.

� ,En .athƯr� �� %y the 0ursalat C8rfa� �� 7he CAsifat CAsfa� �� And the 1ashirat 
Nashra. 4. The F ariqat that separate. 5. The M ulqiyat that remind, 6. E xcusing or 
warning. 

� 7ustarƯ� �� %y those sent forth in suFFession �the anJels Zho are sent Zith the Jood�� 
�� Ey the sZeepinJ spreaders �Ey ZhiFh +e Fauses Yirtuous deeds to appear�� �� Ey 
the deFisiYe disFriPinators �ZhiFh disFriPinate EetZeen truth and falsehood�� �� 
By those that deliver the reminder;  6. as an excuse or as a warning ( to His creatures 
of +is punishPent��

- Asad: 1. Consider these [ messages,]  sent forth in waves 2. and then storming on 
with a tempest’s force!  3. Consider these [ messages]  that spread [ the truth]  far and 
wide, 4. thus separating [ right and wrong]  with all clarity, 5. and then giving forth 
a reminder, 6. [ promising]  freedom from blame or [ offering]  a warning.

� 0aZdǌdƯ� >���@ %y the �Zinds� ZhiFh are sent in suFFession� ZhiFh then EloZ 
tempestuously, and lift up ( the Flouds� and sFatter theP� then split �theP� asunder� 
then infuse �the hearts� Zith the rePePEranFe �of *od�� as an e[Fuse or as a 
warning.
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� 8nal� �� %y the FoPpanies �of anJels� sent one after another for soPe Jood results� 
2. And then moving as fast and forcefully as tempests. 3. And by those enfolding 
the SFrolls of 5eYelation� �� And serYinJ �for riJht and ZronJ� to Ee separated Zith 
all clarity, 5. And so bringing down the Revelation, 6. In order that some may have 
the means to ask for forgiveness and that some may be warned,

This Sǌrah toJether Zith Sǌrahs Al�QiyāPah’ ���� and Al�,nsān�Al�'dhar ���� forP one 
theme and remind us that 

- when we die, we will be resurrected to a new dimension of life,
- face the consequences of our faith, attitude and conduct in the worldly life,
- this wil l  be during the Time of F inal Judgment, 
� and at that tiPe our ¿nal destination� Paradise or Hell, will be decided, 
- so we must live our lives in a way that we are constantly preparing for that time.

,f , Zere to Fherry piFk a set of Ɩyāt froP this Sǌrah as a treasure containing Precious Divine 
7ruth� and for reÀeFtion� it Zould Ee Ɩyāt �� and ��� ZhiFh are paraphrased EeloZ�

� Woe at that Time to those m en and ZRPHQ� yRXQJ aQG RlG who deny the Truth of 
the 4Xr’āQ�

- So in what other discourse, after this 4Xr’āQ, will they ev er believe as The 4Xr’āQ 
is the l ast and l asting W ord from  Allāh?

ƖlǌsƯ and QutuEƯ Farry reports TuotinJ seYeral &oPpanions�5A� of The Prophet�3� to state: 
While Ze Zere Zith 7he 0essenJer�3� of Allāh�(0� in a cave, this Sǌrah al�0ursalāt Zas 
revealed on to him, and we received it directly from his mouth as soon as he had received the 
reYelation� Or as it Pay haYe happened�

7irPidhƯ reFords that AEǌ ,shāT reported froP C,kriPah froP Syed ,En CAEEās�5A� that Syed 
AEǌ %akr�5A� � ¿rst riJhteous Faliph �A' ���–���� in suFFession to 7he 3rophet� oEserYed� µO 
Allāh’s 0essenJer�3� !  Y ou are becoming gray? ’ The M essenger�3� replied� µ+ǌd� Al�WāTiCah� 
Al�0ursalāt� CAPPa <atasā’alǌn and ,dhā Ash�ShaPsu .ǌZZirat >L.H. SūrahV ��� ��� ��� �� 
aQG ��@ have made me l ook Jray’� Or as 7he Prophet�p� may have said.

This whole Sǌrah has an oYerZhelPinJ fraJranFe of the SaFred Divine Attributes which are 
not captured in the conventional enumeration of ‘ 99’. 

This Sǌrah� al�0ursalāt� Zas reYealed in 0akkah and FoPprises �� Ɩyāt� &hronoloJiFally it 
may be placed between Sǌrah ��� and Sǌrah ��� ,t is the last part of 3art �� of 7he Qur’ān� 
ZhiFh in turn FoPprises ����� Ɩyāt of uneTual lenJth and �� 3arts of eTual lenJth�
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Al�1aEā’

The Sǌrah takes its naPe froP the Zord µal�1aEā’ in Ɩyah ��� it Peans µ7he 1eZs’� 
‘ The F ateful News’, ‘ The Great News’ or ‘ The M essage of Importance’, etc. implying the 
Time of Resurrection and F inal Judgment and its correlatives. It focuses attention on some 
manifestations of Allāh�(0�’s OYerZhelPinJ 3oZer and &ontrol in the uniYerse and the 
continuation of human life after bodily death – Ɩyāt ������ 

The Sǌrah draZs attention to Zhat Ze see around us in the uniYerse� and Zhat Ze feel in our 
souls which gives an unmistakable indication of what will follow. After this multitude of 
images taken from actual life, the Sǌrah takes up the issue of  µ7he *reat 1eZs’ of ZhiFh they 
have been warned explaining its nature and how it would take place.

&onsider Ɩyāt ������ 

Surely the Time of Distinguishing between the righteous and the wicked is an appointed 
time. 

The Time when the Trumpet shall be blown, and you shall come out IrRP yRXr JraYHV WR 
the site of R esurrection in swarm ing crowds;  and when the sky will be opened up as if 
it had becom e gates, wide ope n;  and the mountains will be set in motion as if they were 
a mirage. 

7hen folloZs a sFene of Pisery� Ɩyāt ������ 

Hell will be in waiting, a place of settlement for the transgressors who hav e been ov er-
VWHSSLQJ WhH ERXQGV VHW Ey Allāh�(0), wherein they will remain IRr a YHry lRQJ WLPH. 

And the sFene of happiness� Ɩyāt ������ 

A s for the righteous, WhHy ZLll haYH a lLIH RI ful¿lPent in P aradise; with orchards and 
vineyards, as well as heavenly companions of their own age.

The Sǌrah� Ɩyāt ������ Floses Zith a distinFtiYe note ZhiFh aFFoPpanies a PaMestiF sFene of 
the time when all this would take place: 

5aEE – The L ord Supr em e of WhH rHalPV RI LPSHrFHSWLELlLWy� the cosmos, the cel estial  
spac e, and the earth and whatever is in and between them;  +H LV Ar-Ramhan, the L ord 
RI ,Q¿QLWH 0HrFy. The Time when the Spirit and the Angels shall stand in line on line, no 
one will speak unless Ar-Rahman would grant the permission, and will speak RQly the 
truth. So whoever wishes to be secure from  eternal  suffering, let him seek recourse to his 
L ord Supreme Ey EHLQJ REHGLHQW�  ,ndeed� We Zarn you all of an iPPinent upc om ing 
suffering - the Time when every person shall see whatever of the deeds his own hands 
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would have sent ahead, and when the disbeliever shall say LQ GLVPay aQG IrXVWaWLRQ� :RH 
WR PH� I wish I were PHrHly dust VR WhaW , ZRXlG QRW haYH EHHQ hHlG aFFRXQWaElH�

Thus would be ‘ The F ateful News’ about which they keep asking, and this is what will happen 
at the time when they realiz e the true nature of this great event.

,f , Zere to Fherry piFk a set of Ɩyāt froP this Sǌrah as a treasure containing Precious Divine 
7ruth� and for reÀeFtion� it Zould Ee Ɩyāt 27-29 and 40, which are paraphrased below:

- 7ruly� they – disbel iev ers - had not been expecting to face the reckoning of their 
ZRrlGly PRWLYHV aQG GHHGV.

- And thus they denied Our 0essaJes and rej ected them  with utter denial as a pac k 
of lies. 

- %ut We reForded eYerythinJ of their reaction and behav iour in a book.
- 7ruly� We haYe Zarned you of an iPPinent punishPent� 

o at the Time when every person shall see whatever of the deeds his own hands 
have sent ahead, and - when the disbeliever shall say LQ GLVPay aQG IrXVWaWLRQ�

o I wish I were PHrHly dust LQVWHaG RI EHLQJ a EHLQJ WR EH hHlG aFFRXQWaElH�
o ,Q WhLV ZRrlG� WhHy haG RIWHQ VaLG� What�" When Ze are dust� shall Ze Ee 

resurrected again?

7irPidhƯ reFords that AEǌ ,shāT reported froP C,kriPah froP Syed ,En CAEEās�5A� that Syed 
AEǌ %akr�5A� � ¿rst riJhteous Faliph �A' ���–����  in suFFession to 7he 3rophet� oEserYed� µO 
Allāh’s 0essenJer�3� !  Y ou are becoming gray? ’ The M essenger�3� replied� µ+ǌd� Al�WāTiCah� 
Al�0ursalāt� CAPPa <atasā’alǌn and ,dhā Ash�ShaPsu .ǌZZirat� L.H. SūrahV ��� ��� ��� �� 
aQG �� have made me l ook Jray’� Or as 7he Prophet�3� may have said.

%okhārƯ Tuotes 7he Prophet�3� to have said that Allāh�(0� has one hundred minus one Bl essed 
Names/ M aj estic AttriEutes� i�e� ��� Of these� tZo are Pentioned in this Sǌrah� 5aEE �tZiFe�� 
Rabb of the cosmos and the earth and whatever exists between the two;  and Ar-5ahPān – The 
/RrG RI ,Q¿QLWH 0HrFy �tZiFe��  

This Sǌrah� an�1aEā’� Zas reYealed in M akkah just before Sǌrah ��� ,t Fonsists of �� Ɩyāt 
and constitutes the beginning of the Part 30 of The Qur’ān� ZhiFh in turn FoPprises ����� 
Ɩyāt of uneTual lenJth and �� 3arts of eTual lenJth�
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Al�1ā]i’āt

The Sǌrah takes its naPe froP the e[pression µan�1ā]i’āt’ in Ɩyah ��� it Pay Pean µ7he 
Wresters’ or µ7he SnatFhers’ or µ7hose 7hat 5ise’ or µ7hose Who )ly Out’� etF� hoZeYer� the 
e[pression and initial Ɩyāt ����� haYe Eeen understood and interpreted differently�

- Refer to the spears and ships and horses of soldiers – ,En µAEEās� 
- These refer to the angels who pluck out souls vehemently, move along with ease 

and speed� Àoat alonJ as they PoYe in the outer Zorld� outstrip other Freatures to 
embrace the faith and carry out the Divine Commands and conduct whatever affairs 
they are FharJed Zith � 7aEarƯ� 

- These refer to the stars which come as they traverse their orbits, move rapidly 
in phases� Àoat in space, outstrip others as they run fast and bring about certain 
phenomena and results which are entrusted to them by Allāh and ZhiFh affeFt life 
on earth � +asan al�%asrƯ and 5ā]Ư�

- These allude to the artifacts of power, the marvels of creativity, and the subtleties 
of wisdom in the Freation of the Freatures – 0ayEudƯ�

� 7his Peans the spirits of the EelieYers ZhiFh raFed to Ee the ¿rst in >doinJ@ Jood 
and >aFtinJ in@ FonforPity� and raFed to Ee the ¿rst to respond to the AnJel of 'eath 
out of longing for their L ord. Subsequently, they departed with the most beautiful 
sFent and the fullest Moy – 7ustarƯ�

- The allusion is to the angels of death who descend to the depths of a person’s being 
in order to draZ out his soul – 0aZdǌdƯ�

- Those [ stars]  that rise only to set, and move [ in their orbits]  with steady motion, and 
Àoat >throuJh spaFe@ Zith ÀoatinJ serene� and yet oYertake >one another@ Zith sZift 
oYertakinJ� and thus they ful¿l the >&reator’s@ Eehest� – Asad�

The Sǌrah speaks aEout the Angels who take the souls at the time of death, as Allāh�(0� has 
power to take away the souls, as He has created the souls as well as to resurrect people after 
their bodily death. The abridged narrative of M oses�3� and Pharaoh is mentioned again and 
again to warn people about the consequences of arrogant pride which could not save even 
Pharaoh, the man of great power of his time, from an exemplary punishment both in this life 
as Zell as the +ereafter � Ɩyāt ������ Ɩyah �� e[peFts us to take a Poral lesson from this 
narrative.

Ɩyāt ����� So Zhen the *reat &atastrophe Zould oYerZhelP at that 7iPe� the human being 
shall realiz e all that he had endeavoured for LQ WhH ZRrlGly lLIH. And +ell¿re shall Ee Faused 
to become apparent for all who can see. Then as for the one who had EHHQ GH¿aQW aQG 
transgressed insolently, and preferred the worldly life WR WhH +HrHaIWHr� was pr eoccupi ed with 
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WhH ZRrlGly lLIH. +ell¿re shall Ee his�her destination� Whereas for the one Zho liYed in aZe 
of his Rabb, and restrained himself from ev il  desires, surely the Paradise - it shall be his/ her 
destination.

The Sǌrah� Ɩyāt ������ Zraps up Ey ansZerinJ a Tuestion EeinJ raised froP in¿nity, about 
coming of the L ast Hour: It will come at the Time they shall all see;  it would be as if they had 
not remained LQ WhH ZRrlGly lLIH except for a time of dusk or twilight.

,f , Zere to Fherry piFk a set of Ɩyāt froP this Sǌrah as a treasure containing Precious Divine 
7ruth� and for reÀeFtion� it Zould Ee Ɩyāt ������ ZhiFh are paraphrased EeloZ�

- Were you harder to Ee Freated or the cosmos and the cel estial  spac e that He al so 
built?  

- He raised its height - the cosm os, and then shaped it to perfection, ÀaZlHVV� ZLWh 
WhH SrRSHrWLHV WR IXl¿ll LWV IXQFWLRQ. And darkened its nighttim e, and brightened its 
daytim e. 

- Thereafter, He spread out the earth;  brought out of it the water resources and its 
clovers as a recurring phe nom enon; and the mountains - all this creation as a 
means of life to EHQH¿W you and your livestock.

In addition to the one Divine Attribute of ‘ Rabb’� this Sǌrah has fraJranFe of additional 
Sacred Attributes which are not captured in the conventional enumeration of ‘ 99’. 

This Sǌrah� an�1ā]i’āt� Zas reYealed in M akkah shortly after Sǌrah ��� ,t Fonsists of �� 
Ɩyāt and Fonstitutes a part of the 3art �� of 7he Qur’ān FoPprisinJ ����� Ɩyāt of uneTual 
length and 30 Parts of equal length.
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‘ Abasa

The Sǌrah takes its title froP the YerE µAEasa’ in Ɩyah ��� PeaninJ µ+e Zas ,ndifferent’� 
some translators render it as ‘ He F rowned’, which has been designated by the predicate with 
ZhiFh it opens� 7he Fause of the reYelation of the ¿rst ten Ɩyāt Zas an inFident Zitnessed Ey 
a number of the Prophet�3�’s contemporaries which advise The Prophet�3� not to be concerned 
exclusively with those who had no interest in the Divine M essage, while being indifferent to 
those who sought the Guidance. 

Ɩyāt ����� read as folloZs�

He looked indifferently and turned his face, j ust because the blind person came to him.

And what made you think that he, being a bel iev er, may yHW be seeking to purify him sel f, 
or he may even be in awe of Allāh� yet the guidance IrRP yRX Pay Eene¿t hiP"

N ow as for the one who seemed indifferent because of his weal th and social  status, 
and you were attending to him with ful l  attention, though you shall not be bl am ed if he 
would not purify him sel f from  disbel ief?

But for the bl ind one who came to you with full of eagerness to l earn, and he was in awe 
of Allāh� you did not attend to him;  yRX LJQRrHG hLP.

No, do not be so!

The message is that we must base our values and standards on divine considerations;  no social 
circumstances, traditions or practices should be allowed either to encumber or determine 
these values and standards.

Ɩyāt ����� desFriEe� 

The 4Xr’āQ ZhLFh LV LQVFrLEHG in pages of great esteem, exalted and SHrIHFWly puri¿ed of 
aQy IalVHhRRG� ERrQH by the hands of scribers - aQJHl HQYRyV ± ZhR ZrLWH LW GRZQ IrRP 
the P reserv ed Tabl et; who are honourable, virtuous. 

 Accursed be the man for his disbel ief; how could he disbelieve and bel ie the Truth whil e 
hH LV PaGH RI lRZly VXEVWaQFH"

Ɩyāt ����� reFount Allāh�(0�’s Supreme Creative Powers that man observes and experiences 
every day: 

L et man consider the sources of his food/ pr ov isions that W e pr ov ide, without interrupt ion; 
We let the rain water pour down abundantly, then split open the land and thus cause the 
grain to sprout out of it, together with grapes/ v ines and clovers, olives and date-palms, 
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gardens of dense foliage and fruit trees and fodder to be a source of provision for both:  
you and your livestock.

Ɩyāt ����� touFh upon the µ)riJhteninJ %last’ and its fearful effeFts toZards its FlosinJ� 

� Ɩyah ������ So Zhen the )riJhteninJ %last shall Ee sounded heral ding the 
R esurrection – the Time when man will wish to Àee froP his own brother, mother, 
father as well as from  his wife and his children for every person will be preoccupied 
with himself - a SrHGLFaPHQW WhaW ZRXlG GLVWraFW hLP IrRP HYHryRQH HlVH H[FHSW hLV 
RZQ VHlI.

� Ɩyah 38 and 40-42: Som e faces will be radiant and beaming with happi ness, 
laughing and rejoicing at their successful  end, while, at that same Time, som e faces 
will be covered with dust, burdened by rem orse and cov ered in gloom. These will 
be the faces of the blasphemers, of the proÀiJates�

,f , Zere to Fherry piFk a set of Ɩyāt froP this Sǌrah as a treasure containing Precious Divine 
7ruth� and for reÀeFtion� it Zould Ee Ɩyāt ������ ZhiFh are paraphrased aEoYe�

QurtuEƯ Farries a report that after the reYelation of this Sǌrah� it is said that 7he Prophet�3� 
Zould Jreet the person Zho Zas the Fause of his reEuke� naPed ,En 8PP 0aktǌP�5A�, by 
sayinJ� µWelFoPe to hiP on Zhose aFFount Py 5aEE�(0� reEuked Pe’� Or as 7he Prophet�3� 
Pay haYe said� ,En 8PP 0aktǌP�5A�, Elind Ey Eirth� Zas one of the ¿rst tZo people to 
migrate to 0adƯnah Zhere he tauJht 7he Qur’ān� +e laid his life for ,slāP in the %attle of 
Qādisiyyah in A' ����

This Sǌrah� µAEasa� Zas reYealed in 0akkah and Fonsists of  �� Ɩyāt� ,t Fonstitutes a part 
of the Part 30 of The Qur’ān FoPprisinJ ����� Ɩyāt of uneTual lenJth and �� 3arts of eTual 
length.
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Al�7akZƯr

The Sǌrah deriYes its title froP the YerE µkuZZirat’ in Ɩyah ��� PeaninJ µ7he )oldinJ�8p’� 
or ‘ The E nfolding’, or even ‘ The Shrouding’ where it talks about folding up of the sun when 
it will lose its light, and hence the entire solar system will be destroyed. In a very powerful 
way, it introduces the symbolic image of the L ast Hour, and may thus stand for the new order, 
which is called the Resurrection.

The Sǌrah Pay Ee diYided into tZo parts� eaFh of theP treatinJ one PaMor prinFiple of faith� 

7he ¿rst is the prinFiple of resurreFtion aFFoPpanied Ey a Jreat upheaYal in the uniYerse� 
which affects the sun and the stars, the mountains and seas, and earth, wild life as well as 
human life. 

&onsider Ɩyāt ������

� When the sun will be folded up and its radiation ceases; the stars will fall l ike rain;  
the mountains will becom e weightl ess and set to move;  the pregnant camels will be 
abandoned and the wild beasts will be herded together;  and when the seas/ oceans 
will surge aQG VZHll LQWR PaVVLYH ÀRRGLQJ.

� When the souls Zill Ee paired� and the infant Jirl� Euried aliYe� Zill Ee asked� for 
what offence was she killed/ buried al iv e?  

- And when the scrolls RI GHHGV RI HYHry LQGLYLGXal will be made public.

The second principle is a more elusive that discusses revelation of The Qur’ān throuJh the 
Archangel Gabriel and its effect on the human soul. 

&onsider Ɩyāt ������

- Indeed, The 4Xr’āQ is the word of honorable messenger, full of power and well-
established in the presence of the Rabb of the Throne of A l m ightiness; who is 
obeyed and trustworthy with the R ev el ation.

- 2 3HRSlH� <our companion, M uham m ad, is not insane, aV yRX allHJH; indeed, he 
had seen him by the clear horiz on.

- This 4Xr’āQ is FHrWaLQly not the utterance of the accursed, Satan. It is nothing but 
an admonition for all conscious m en and j inn in the Worlds� it is for WhH EHQH¿W RI 
anyone of you who Pay wish to live by the Truth.

,f , Zere to Fherry piFk an Ɩyah froP this Sǌrah as a treasure containing Precious Divine 
7ruth� and for reÀeFtion� it Zould Ee Ɩyah ��, which is paraphrased below:
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And you cannot will aQyWhLQJ unless it is al so willed by Allāh� 5aEE of the Worlds�                   
L.H. RQH’V ZLll LV a PaQLIHVWaWLRQ RI Allāh’V :Lll.

7irPidhƯ reFords that AEǌ ,shāT reported froP C,kriPah froP Syed ,En CAEEās�5A� that Syed 
AEǌ %akr�5A�� ¿rst riJhteous Faliph �A' ���–����  in suFFession to 7he 3rophet� oEserYed� µO 
Allāh’s 0essenJer�3� !  Y ou are becoming gray? ’ The M essenger�3� replied� µ+ǌd� Al�WāTiCah� 
Al�0ursalāt� CAPPa <atasā’alǌn and ,dhā Ash�ShaPsu .ǌZZirat� L.H. SūrahV ��� ��� ��� �� 
aQG �� have made me l ook Jray’� Or as 7he Prophet�3� may have said.

The Qur’ān is Elessed and full of ElessinJs� 7here are parts of it aEout ZhiFh Ze haYe soPe 
inforPation Zith reJard to their speFi¿F ElessinJs� One suFh Sǌrah is this Zhere 7he Prophet�3� 
is reported Ey ,En .athƯr and =aPakhsharƯ� Zith a Yariation of Zords in tZo reports� TuotinJ 
Syed AEƯ Ein .a’E�5A� and other 0uhaPPad Ein SaZZār related on the authority of ,En 
 8Par that�  to haYe said that ZhoeYer Zould Zish to look at the Resurrection, as if he wereޏ
seeinJ it Zith his oZn eyes should read� µWhen the sun is folded away [ Q .81:01]  together 
with: when the stars fade aZay >Q������@ and Zhen the heaYen is rent asunder >Q������@’� Or 
as The Prophet�3� may have said.

In addition to the one Divine Attribute of ‘ Rabb’, this Sǌrah has fraJranFe of additional 
Sacred Attributes which are not captured in the conventional enumeration of ‘ 99’. 

This Sǌrah� at�7akZƯr� Zas reYealed in 0akkah and FoPprises �� Ɩyāt� ,t Fonstitutes a part 
of the Part 30 of The Qur’ān� ZhiFh in turn FoPprises ����� Ɩyāt of uneTual lenJth and �� 
Parts of equal length.
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Al�,n¿tār

The Sǌrah deriYes its naPe froP the in¿nitiYe forP µ,n¿tār’ of the YerE µinfatara’ in Ɩyah ��� 
It implies ‘ universal disintegration’ with cleaving of the sky, scattering of the stars, bursting 
of the oceans and hurling of the graves as simultaneous with every soul’s coming to know 
of its earlier and later aFtions� at that PoPentous tiPe – Ɩyāt ������ SoPe translators haYe 
rendered the title as ‘ The Cleaving Asunder’, and ‘ The Rending’.

The Sǌrah Fontinues Zith a rePonstration FoPEined Zith an iPpliFit threat to Pan Zho is the 
recipient of abundant 'iYine *raFe Eut shoZs no Jratitude for it� Ɩyāt ������

O 3eople of the W orl d!

What is it that lured you away to disbel ief from your bel iev ing in Gracious Rabb in spi te 
RI +LV *raFLRXVQHVV aQG *HQHrRVLWy?   He created you out of nothingness and gave you 
a shape and brought you in right proportion;  even then you would deny and bel ie the 
com ing of the Tim e of Reckoning: rHTXLWal IRr GHHGV.

The reality of holding us to account is ensured through a system of ‘ watch and guard’ where 
anJel Juards are appointed oYer us� ZritinJ and reFordinJ eYery deed – Ɩyāt ������ 7hus our 
fate in the Hereafter would be tied to this record where we will be either in the Paradise or in 
the %la]inJ )ire – Ɩyāt ������ 

The Sǌrah Floses in Ɩyah �� Ey JiYinJ an idea of hoZ fearful the 7iPe of )inal -udJePent 
would be, and how helpless everyone, believer as well as disbeliever, shall be:

I t shal l  be the Time when no person shall have power WR GR aQy IaYRr for the other 
person!
All Command shall belong to Allāh� HQWLrHly aQG H[FlXVLYHly.
7hXV HYHry SHrVRQ ZRXlG lLYH WhH FRQVHTXHQFHV RI hLV GHHGV.

,f , Zere to Fherry piFk an Ɩyah froP this Sǌrah as a treasure containing Precious Divine 
7ruth� and for reÀeFtion� it Zould Ee Ɩyah ��� ZhiFh is paraphrased EeloZ�

O 3eople of the W orl d!

What is it that lured you away to disbel ief from bel iev ing in your G racious L ord, Rabbi-
kal�.arƯP� LQ VSLWH RI +LV *raFLRXVQHVV aQG *HQHrRVLWy?   

In addition to the one Divine Attribute of ‘ Rabb’� this Sǌrah has fraJranFe of additional 
Sacred Attributes which are not captured in conventional enumeration. 

This Sǌrah� al�,n¿tār� Zas reYealed in 0akkah and FoPprises �� Ɩyāt� ,t Fonstitutes a part 
of the Part 30 of The Qur’ān� ZhiFh in turn FoPprises ����� Ɩyāt of uneTual length and 30 
Parts of equal length.
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Al�0utaf¿fƯn

The Sǌrah deriYes its naPe froP the e[pression µ0utaf¿fƯn’ in Ɩyah ��� PeaninJ µ7he 
'efrauders’ – those Zho defraud� ,t is also knoZn as Sǌrah al�7atfƯf� ,t depiFts a social 
environment and warns those who commit fraud in business, and impresses honest dealings. 
The guilty will suffer because they defraud and cheat others, and are not true to their 
responsiEilities� Zhile the riJhteous – opposite of defrauders � are e[alted EeFause they ful¿l 
their duties and are true to their obligations. M ore broadly, it indicates those who ask their 
own rights be observed, but are not willing to recogniz e the rights of others, or those who see 
faults in others, but do not see them in themselves.

The Sǌrah Fan Ee diYided into four parts�

� Ɩyāt ����� open Zith a FondePnation of the defrauders� Zho Zould take their riJht 
from people in full, but reduce the measure and give them less WhaQ WhH GXH. Would 
such indiv idual s not realiz e that they shall be resurrected from  their grav es, and 
hel d accountabl e for their cheating before Rabb of all existence?

� Ɩyāt ����� Zarn the transJressors for they reJarded
 The 4Xr’āQ as ¿Ftional tales of priPitiYe tiPes� 7hus� their disEelief and Pisdeeds 

covered their hearts like rust, hence they shall experience the woes and misery of 
Hell. 

� Ɩyāt ����� JiYe an aFFount of the riJhteous Zho Zill Ee aPid Eliss in 3araGLVH.
� Ɩyāt ����� desFriEe fate of the sinners Zho PoFked 7he Prophet�3� and his 

followers�5A�. 

,f , Zere to Fherry piFk a set of Ɩyāt froP this Sǌrah as a treasure containing Precious Divine 
7ruth� and for reÀeFtion� it Zould Ee Ɩyāt ����� ZhiFh are paraphrased aEoYe� and are eatinJ 
into the moral fabric of our societies.

In addition to the one 'iYine AttriEute of µ5aEE of the Worlds’, this Sǌrah has fraJranFe of 
additional Attributes which are not captured in conventional enumeration. 

This Sǌrah� al�0utaf¿fƯn� Zas reYealed in 0akkah and FoPprises �� Ɩyāt� ,t Fonstitutes a 
part of the Part 30 of The Qur’ān� ZhiFh in turn FoPprises ����� Ɩyāt of uneTual lenJth and 
30 Parts of equal length.

I / W e start by the Bl essed Name of Allāh� 
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Al�,nshiTāT

The Sǌrah deriYes its naPe froP the in¿nitiYe forP µinshiTāT’ of the YerE µinshaTTa’ in Ɩyah 
01, meaning ‘ The Splitting’ or ‘ The Sundering’ or ‘ The Splitting Asunder’. It tells us that this 
world has no permanence;  it speaks about the record of deeds and the rewards of the righteous 
and the wicked. It reminds us to pay attention to the Qur’ān� learn froP it� and enaFt it in our 
lives. 

,t opens – Ɩyāt ����� � Ey sketFhinJ a feZ iPaJes of the uniYersal upheaYal� the cosmos 
VyVWHP will be split apart;  the earth will be stretched out after it would have emptied itself. 
The cosmos and the earth obey the com m and of their Rabb as it would be obliged to do. 
This powerful opening, with its emphasis on submission to the Rabb, is a foreword to the 
subsequent address encouraging man towards humbleness before his Rabb.

&onsider Ɩyāt ������

O 0an�
Y ou would have to strive and strive hard towards your Rabb, RQly then will you reach 
Him.
So whoever will be given his record from his right side, he shall have an easier pr ocess 
of accountability;  and return to his family, in P aradise, joyfully.
But whoever will be given his record from behind his back, he shall enter a Blaz ing F ire.
Indeed, he used to live among his family, in the worl d, joyfully;  thinking that he would 
never be returned to his R abb and hel d accountabl e.
But no!  
Indeed, his Rabb has ever been watching hLP.

Ɩyāt ����� paint a piFture of life on earth which is well known to man. Such images point to 
Allāh�(0�’s planning, which is both elaborate and faultless. An oath is made to assert that men 
must live through deliberately planned stages which they cannot escape from: 

I swear by the ev ening twilight;  and Ey the nighttim e and whatever it carries;  and Ey 
the moon when it bl ossom s full, that you will certainly proceed from one dimension of 
ex istence in this worl d to another dimension of ex istence in the nex t worl d.

Ɩyāt ����� Zonder at those Zho deny the )aith and Zhenev er The Qur’ān Zould Ee reFited 
to them, they would not prostrate themselves LQ hXPLlLWy aQG VXEPLVVLRQ WR LWV 0HVVaJH. 
Allāh�(0� knows YHry ZHll what they harbor in their hearts against The 4Xr’āQ aQG ,VlāP� so 
give them the ‘ good news’ of a severe suffering. But as for those m en and ZRPHQ� yRXQJ aQG 
ol d, who believe in The 4Xr’āQ and thus ful¿ll the requisites of faith, for them would be a 
spl endid reward, never-ending aQG QHYHr�GLPLQLVhLQJ.
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,f , Zere to Fherry piFk an Ɩyah froP this Sǌrah as a treasure containing Precious Divine 
7ruth� and for reÀeFtion� it Zould Ee Ɩyah ��� ZhiFh is paraphrased EeloZ�

And whenev er the Qur’ān is reFited�read out to them, they do not prostrate themselves 
LQ hXPLlLWy aQG subm ission to its 'LYLQH ,QMXQFWLRQV. 

In addition to the two Divine Attributes of ‘ Allāh’ and µ5aEE’� this Sǌrah has fraJranFe of 
additional Sacred Attributes which are usually not captured in conventional enumeration of 
‘ 99’. 

This Sǌrah� al�,nshiTāT� Zas reYealed in M akkah immediately after Sǌrah �� and FoPprises 
�� Ɩyāt� Ɩyah �� entails prostration. It constitutes a part of the Part 30 of The Qur’ān� ZhiFh 
in turn FoPprises ����� Ɩyāt of uneTual lenJth and �� 3arts of eTual lenJth�
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Al�%urǌM

The Sǌrah deriYes its naPe froP the e[pression µal�%urǌM’ – plural of EurM � Pentioned in 
Ɩyah ��� ,t Peans µ7he &elestial &onstellations’� SoPe take µal�%urǌM’ to iPply the signs of 
the z adiac. It outlines the essentials of faith and basics of belief, and a reference to past history 
showing that whoever would deny and belie the Prophet�3�’s message, their fate would be the 
same as of the previous opponents of the Truth: Pharaoh and 7haPǌd – Ɩyāt ������

Then follows a series of short comments stating seven principles which are highly important 
to the F aith of ,slāP� its outlook and adYoFaFy�

� Ɩyāt ������ %y the space laden with Celestial Constellations;  and Ey the Promised 
Time of the 5HVXrrHFWLRQ aQG LWV &RrrHlaWLYHV; Allāh�(0) holds the reign over the 
rHalPV RI LPSHrFHSWLELlLWy� the cosmos, the cel estial  spac e and the earth.

� Ɩyāt �� and ��� 7here is a referenFe to the poZer Zith ZhiFh Allāh�(0� smites His 
enemies, the tyrants: The onslaught of your Rabb against the disbel iev ers is intense 
and pai nful . Those who oppr ess and persecute the believing males and the believing 
females, for theP shall Ee seYere sufferinJ of the %la]inJ )ire – a reference to the 
3HRSlH RI 3LW� IRllRZHrV RI 'hū 1XZāV� ZhR SHrVHFXWHG WhH &hrLVWLaQV RI 1aMrāQ LQ 
¿rH�¿llHG WrHQFhHV� A' �2�.

� Ɩyah ��� A referenFe to the perfeFt heaYenly Eliss ZhiFh aZaits the EelieYers Zho 
choose faith over life and exalt themselves despite their persecution: those who 
would believe and IXl¿ll WhH rHTXLVLWHV RI IaLWh, they will be in Gardens of P aradise 
with rivers of water, m il k, wine and hRQHy ÀoZinJ Ey theP�

� Ɩyah ��� A further referenFe is Pade to the faFt that� +e initiated the pr ocess of 
FrHaWLRQ IRr WhH ¿rVW WLPH and will then repeat it as re- creation in a new dim ension 
RI H[LVWHQFH XSRQ rHVXrrHFWLRQ� aW +LV :Lll.

� Ɩyāt �� and ������ SoPe of the Divine Attributes portray Allāh�(0�’s absolute will, 
dominance and power, all of which are relevant to the event discussed in the Sǌrah� 
The All-F orgiving to whoev er repe nts, the E ver-L oving WhrRXJh +LV forgiv eness 
aQG aFWV RI JHQHrRVLWy� L ord of the Throne, the M ajestic, E xecutor of whatever He 
Wills�

� Ɩyah ��� 7he situation of the disbelievers and that Allāh�(0� surrounds them though 
they may be unaware of the fact: Y et those who disbelieve, persist in denial;  while 
Allāh�(0� is after them, All-E ncompassing.

� Ɩyāt ������ A statePent of the truth of the Qur’ān and its Elessed oriJin� this is 7he 
M ajestic Qur’ān� wel l - Preserved and wel l - guarded in an I m pe rishabl e 7aElet – the 
hHaYHQly arFhHWySH; VHH 4.������ ���0� aQG �����.
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7he ,n¿nitely 0erFiful to al l , The E ver-Compassionate WR HYHryRQH.
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,f , Zere to Fherry piFk an Ɩyah froP this Sǌrah as a treasure containing Precious Divine 
7ruth� and for reÀeFtion� it Zould Ee Ɩyah ��� ZhiFh is paraphrased EeloZ�

Surely, for those who oppr ess and persecute believing males and the believing females, 
and then do not repent aQG WaNH QHFHVVary FRrrHFWLYH PHaVXrHV� for them shall be the 
punishment of Hell, and for them shall al so be the punishment of blaz ing ¿re�

=aPakhsharƯ Farries a report suJJestinJ that 7he Prophet�3� would often recite this and the 
next Sǌrah ���� At�7āriT� as part of the tZo afternoon Salāt�3rayer – =uhr and µAsr� Or as 7he 
Prophet�3� may have practiced. 

%okhārƯ Tuotes 7he Prophet�3� to have said that Allāh�(0� has one hundred minus one Bl essed 
Names/ M aj estic AttriEutes� i�e� ��� Of those Pentioned in this Sǌrah FoPprise� Allāh – 7he 
M ighty, The Praised;  Allāh – Witness to eYerythinJ� 7he )orJiYinJ� (Yer�/oYinJ� +older of 
the Throne of A l m ightiness� the *lorious� 'oer of ZhateYer +e Wills� Allāh – Who surrounds 
them from behind/ al l  sides.  

This Sǌrah� al�%urǌM� Zas reYealed in M akkah after Sǌrah �� and FoPprises �� Ɩyāt� ,t 
constitutes a part of the Part 30 of The Qur’ān� ZhiFh in turn FoPprises ����� Ɩyāt of uneTual 
length and 30 Parts of equal length.
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Al�7āriT

The Sǌrah takes its naPe froP the noun µal�7āriT’ in Ɩyah ��� PeaninJ µ7he 1iJht Star’� or 
‘ The Piercing Star’, or ‘ The Nightcomer’, literally ‘ The K nocker’. Its two main themes focus 
on the belief in the Resurrection, and that man has to appear before his Rabb after death/
resurrection, and the truthfulness of The Qur’ān� and its Divine origin where no ploy of the 
disbelievers can defeat its purpose.

To make manifest the phenomenon of 5esurreFtion� Ɩyāt ����� Fall upon the human being to 
reÀeFt on the huPEle oriJin of their physiFal stature and the faFt that 7he One Who Zas aEle to 
Freate theP froP spurtinJ Àuid �sem en� FoPinJ froP a plaFe EetZeen the lions and the pelYiF 
arch, would also resurrect him in a new dimension of existence. Indeed, this resurrection will 
be for the purpose of subjecting his faith and conduct to scrutiny and to make him experience 
the consequences of his deeds. 

In conclusion, it speaks of the truths expressed in the Qur’ān as a ¿rP and unFhanJeaEle 
reality.

&onsider Ɩyāt ������

Indeed, this 4Xr’āQ is a D istinct and 'eFisiYe Word� separ ating the truth from  the 
fal sehood; and this is not for amusement Rr LGlH WalN. 

Indeed, they would be devising false arguments against it� Zhile , – Allāh � shall al so 
devise a plan aJaLQVW WhHLr IalVH arJXPHQWV.

So leave the disbelievers to themselves;  aQG , ZRXlG WaNH FarH RI WhHP ZhHQ WhHy VWaQG 
EHIRrH 0H ± 4.����� aQG ���2��2�.

F alse arguments against The Qur’ān and its Divine origin have been crafted for hundreds of 
years since AD 610. Today it still stands on the bedrock of 'iYine 7ruth as it did then – thus 
it dominates them in the very place where they have been exerting their utmost to demolish it.

,f , Zere to Fherry piFk a set of Ɩyāt froP this Sǌrah as a treasure containing Precious Divine 
7ruth� and for reÀeFtion� it Zould Ee Ɩyāt ������ ZhiFh are paraphrased EeloZ�

Indeed, this 4Xr’āQ is a D istinct and 'eFisiYe Word� separ ating the truth from  the 
fal sehood; 

And this is not for amusement or an idl e tal k. 

The Qur’ān is Elessed and full of ElessinJs� 7here are parts of it aEout ZhiFh Ze haYe soPe 
inforPation Zith reJard to their speFi¿F ElessinJs� One suFh Sǌrah is this Zhere 1asā’Ư Tuotes 
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Syed -āEir�5A� to haYe said� 0uCādh led the Salāt al�0aJhriE�(YeninJ Prayer and he recited 
Al-Baqarah ( Sǌrah ��� and An�1isā’ �Sǌrah ���� So the Prophet�3� remarked: Are you putting 
the people to trial O 0uCādh� Was it not suf¿Fient for you to reFite Was�SaPā’i Zat�7āriT 
( this Sǌrah�� and Ash�ShaPsi Za 'uhahā �Sǌrah ���� or soPethinJ like theP� =aPakhsharƯ 
carries a report suggesting that The Prophet�3� would often recite this and the previous Sǌrah 
���� as part of the tZo afternoon Salāt�3rayer – =uhr and µAsr� Or as 7he Prophet�3� may have 
said or practiced. 

This Sǌrah� al�7āriT� pronounFed as µat�7āriT’ Zas reYealed in M akkah probably in the fourth 
year of the Prophet�3�’s Pission� ,t FoPprises �� Ɩyāt and Fonstitutes a part of the 3art �� 
of The Qur’ān� ZhiFh in turn FoPprises ����� Ɩyāt of uneTual lenJth and �� 3arts of eTual 
length.
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Al�A’lā

The Sǌrah deriYes its naPe froP the Zord µal�A’lā’ in Ɩyah ��� PeaninJ µ7he ([alted’� 
which is in the Praise of Allāh�(0�� Who Freated eYerythinJ� ,t FoYers the EasiF inJredients 
of the Islamic concept of life and existence: the oneness of the Creator;  the reality of Divine 
Revelation;  and the certainty of the Hereafter. 

Ɩyāt ����� e[tol and e[alt Allāh� the Rabb with Unshared Creative Powers in these words: 
<RX Vhall Glorify The Sac red Name of your Rabb, the E xalted;
the One� Who Freated yRX aQG HYHryWhLQJ and then proportioned it SHrIHFWly;
the One� Who deterPines and then direFts WR ZhaW +H haG GHWHrPLQHG;
the One� Who ErinJs out the pastures� and� then� reduFes theP to rusty stuEEle� broken 
chaff.

Ɩyāt ����� tell the Prophet�3�: 

We Zill ease your Zay to the easy Zay�
So remind pe opl e of Allāh’V 0HVVaJH as rePindinJ Zill Ee Eene¿Fial�
The one who would stand in awe of Allāh� shall Ee Pindful of The R em inder, while it 
shall be evaded only by the unblessed.

Ɩyāt �� and �� state the fate of the unElessed� Zho Zill Eurn in the Jreat ¿re� then he Zill 
neither die nor live worth l iv ing, L.H. hH ZLll EH FRQVWaQWly VXIIHrLQJ JrHaW WrLalV.

Ɩyāt ����� Farry an iPportant PessaJe� SuFFess LQ WhH +HrHaIWHr will surely be achieved by 
the one Zho puri¿es oneself RI VLQV Ey PHaQV RI aGhHrHQFH WR WhH 7rXH )aLWh; and, remembers 
The Sac red Name of his Rabb, IrHTXHQWly aQG XQFHaVLQJly� aQG prays ZLWh GHYRWLRQ. Y et you 
pe opl e are dispos ed to prefer the life of this world, while the life of the Hereafter is m uch 
better and ever lasting.

The Sǌrah ends in Ɩyāt �� and �� Zith an af¿rPation of the FonneFtion EetZeen 7he Qur’ān 
and the former Scriptures, including those on to Abraham�3� – Testam ent of A braham  -  and 
M oses�3� The Torah.

,f , Zere to Fherry piFk a set of Ɩyāt froP this Sǌrah as a treasure containing Precious 
'iYine 7ruth� and for reÀeFtion� it Zould Ee Ɩyāt �� and ��� also referred to aEoYe� and are 
paraphrased below:

,ndeed� prosperous is he Zho puri¿es hiPself in this l ife, and remembers the Bl essed 
Name of his Rabb, and prays.

The Qur’ān is Elessed and full of ElessinJs� 7here are parts of it aEout ZhiFh Ze haYe soPe 
inforPation Zith reJard to their speFi¿F ElessinJs� One suFh Sǌrah is this� Zhere Ze haYe 
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two reports. F irst, Ahmad iEn +anEal relates on the authority of Syed CAlƯ�5A� Ein AEƯ 7āliE� 
fourth riJhteous Faliph �A' ���–���� in suFFession to 7he Prophet, that the Prophet�3� loved 
this Sǌrah� 0usliP also relates that the Prophet�3� used to recite this Sǌrah and Sǌrah �� in the 
‘ E id Congregation Salāt�3rayers as also in F riday Congregation Salāt�3rayers� ƖlǌsƯ Farries 
a similar report.

Second, =aPakhsharƯ Farries a report� TuotinJ AEǌ 'aZǌd� that ZheneYer Ɩyah �� of 
this Sǌrah Zould Ee reFited�read� µSaEEihisPa 5aEEikal µAlā’� Syed µAli�5A� and Syed Ibn 
‘ AEEās�5A� Zould reFite in response� µSuEhān 5aEƯ Al’Alā’� /et us folloZ in reFitation Zhat 
they recited.

In addition to the two Divine Attributes of ‘ Allāh’ and µ5aEE’� this Sǌrah has fraJranFe of 
additional Sacred Attributes which are usually not captured in the conventional enumeration 
of ‘ 99’. 

This Sǌrah� al�A’lā’� Zas reYealed in 0akkah and FoPprises �� Ɩyāt� ,t Fonstitutes a part of 
the Part 30 of The Qur’ān� ZhiFh in turn FoPprises ����� Ɩyāt of uneTual lenJth and �� 3arts 
of equal length.
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Al�*hāshiyah

The Sǌrah takes its naPe froP the partiFipial noun µal�*hāshiyah’ in Ɩyah ��� PeaninJ µ7he 
OYerpoZerinJ 'isaster’ iPplyinJ the 7iPe of Resurrection.  Some translators have rendered 
it as µ7he OYerZhelPinJ (Yent’� µ7he OYershadoZinJ (Yent’� µ7he OYerZhelPinJ’� and 
‘ The Covering’. The Sǌrah talks aEout the upFoPinJ FalaPity that Zill FoYer eYerythinJ � the 
post resurrection time.  The human beings will be divided into two groups: the one of those 
downcast with fear and sham e;  l ooking toiling and weary;  and the other whose faces will 
glow with joy at the resul t of their deeds � Ɩyāt ������  

7hen the attention is draZn to reÀeFt on soPe Panifestations of Allāh�(0�’s Creative Power 
and WisdoP � Ɩyāt ����� � suFh as� 

- Do these people not observe the common things which they experience daily in 
their lives?  

- Do they not consider how the camels, on whom their whole life’s activity in the 
desert depends� Zere Freated" When they Jo on their Mourneys� they see the sky, 
the mountains, and the earth. L et them ponder over these three phenomena and 
consider as to how the sky was raised above them, how the mountains were erected, 
and how the earth was spread beneath them?  

- Has all this come about without the skill and craftsmanship of an All-Powerful, All 
Wise 'esiJner" 

If they acknowledge that a Creator has created all this with great wisdom and power, 
and that no one else is an associate with Him in this creation, why do they then refuse to 
aFFept +iP Alone as their Sustainer – 5aEE� as Zell as 7he One� Who Zould also haYe 
the power to bring about the resurrection, to re-create man, and to make hell and heaven?

The Prophet�3� is told to remind people for his mission is to remind, not to impose the message 
Ey forFe � Ɩyāt ������ 

,f , Zere to Fherry piFk a set of Ɩyāt froP this Sǌrah as a treasure containing Precious Divine 
7ruth� and for reÀeFtion� it Zould Ee Ɩyāt ������ ZhiFh are paraphrased EeloZ�

- I ndeed, you are not the one to dictate the faith and be a taskmaster over them, nor 
yRX haYH WhH aELlLWy WR FrHaWH IaLWh LQ WhHLr hHarWV.

- But whoever turns away and disbelieves LQ yRXr PLVVLRQ aQG PHVVaJH� 
- then Allāh shall punish hiP Zith the Jreatest punishPent�
- Indeed, to Us is their return upon death/ resurrection, 
-  then, surely with Us lies their j udgm ent and reckoning.
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The Qur’ān is Elessed and full of ElessinJs� 7here are parts of it aEout ZhiFh Ze haYe soPe 
inforPation Zith reJard to their speFi¿F ElessinJs� One suFh Sǌrah is this� Zhere 0usliP 
relates that the Prophet�3� used to recite Sǌrah al�A’lā’ ���� and this Sǌrah al�*hāshiyah in the 
‘ E id Congregation Salāt�3rayers as also in F riday Congregation Salāt�3rayers� ƖlǌsƯ Farries a 
siPilar report� Or as 7he Prophet�3� may have practiced.

In addition to the one Divine Attribute of ‘ Allāh’ � as a pr ope r noun, this Sǌrah has fraJranFe 
of additional Sacred Attributes, especially His Unparalleled Creative Powers. 

This Sǌrah� al�*hāshiyah� Zas reYealed in 0akkah and FoPprises �� Ɩyāt� ,t Fonstitutes a 
part of the Part 30 of The Qur’ān� ZhiFh in turn FoPprises ����� Ɩyāt of uneTual lenJth and 
30 Parts of equal length.
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Al-F ajr 

The Sǌrah takes its naPe froP the Zord µal�)aMr’ in Ɩyah ��� PeaninJ µ7he 'aZn�Ereak’� 
or ‘ The Dawn’. It draws attention to the painful end that befell some ancient people of ‘ Ad, 
7haPǌd and Pharaoh who denied and belied Allāh�(0�’s 0essenJers and +is 0essaJes – 
Ɩyāt ������ 

It also explains some basic traits of human nature and the wisdom of Allāh�(0�’s testing His 
servants. It condemns those who love wealth and look with disdain upon the poor and orphans 
– Ɩyāt ������ and Floses Ey rePindinJ us of the kind of eternal life� the +ereafter� that aZaits 
believers and disEelieYers – Ɩyāt ������ 

This Sǌrah EeJins Zith an oath � Ɩyāt ������ and there are a nuPEer of Sǌrahs elseZhere in 
the Qur’ān Zhere oaths are taken. These oaths are not used to convince us;  but to make us 
think� When Allāh�(0� uses His creatures in His oaths, He invites our attention to the signs in 
nature to ask us to be rational, consistent, and logical. The Qur’ān rePinds us Fonsistently 
and constantly that Allāh�(0� Who authored the Ɩyāt of the Qur’ān �StatePents� passaJes� is 
the same Allāh�(0� Zho Freated the Ɩyāt �PiraFulous Zonders� of the physiFal uniYerse� Eoth 
are products of the same Allāh�(0� and share the same characteristics. Besides this important 
reminder, the objects, events and concepts used in oaths prepare our mind for the upcoming 
issues;  they provide aesthetic and semantic mental pictures and reference points.

The Sǌrah Pakes an appraisal of human society by criticiz ing the materialistic attitude 
of people – Ɩyah ��� they oYerlook the Porality of Jood and evil;  they regard only the 
achievement of worldly wealth, rank and position, or the absence of it, as the criterion of 
honor or disgrace;  and forget that neither riches are a reward nor poverty a punishment, 
but that Allāh�(0� is trying man in both conditions to see what attitude he adopts when 
Elessed Zith Zealth� and hoZ he EehaYes Zhen afÀiFted Ey poYerty� 

This discourse is concluded with the assertion that accountability shall certainly be held, 
and it will be held at the Time when the 'iYine &ourt Zill Ee estaElished – Ɩyāt ������ At 
that time, the deniers of the F inal -udJPent Zill Ee reJretful – Ɩyah ��� Eut their reJrets 
would not save them from Allāh�(0�’s punishment. 

As for people who have accepted the truth and lived a life guided by this truth, Allāh�(0� 
will be pleased with them, and they will be pleased with the rewards bestowed by Allāh�(0� 

� Ɩyah ��� 7hey Zill Ee inYited Zith these ZarP Zords � Ɩyāt ������

O you the soul at peaFe�
Return to your Rabb, content with the reward and contenting to Allāh IRr haYLQJ 
l iv ed a l ife of truth.
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E nter among M y spe cial  serYants – the pr ophe ts and the ParWyrV. 
E nter M y highest 3aradise – The G arden of D iv ine E ssence. 

,f , Zere to Fherry piFk a set of Ɩyāt froP this Sǌrah as a treasure containing Precious Divine 
7ruth� and for reÀeFtion� it Zould Ee Ɩyāt ������ ZhiFh Pay Ee read either in the third�person 
plural, or the second-person plural, are paraphrased below:

- A nd so for the hum an being, whenever his Rabb tests him, and honours him and                                    
blesses him ZLWh SrRVSHrLWy� he MXELlaQWly boasts: ‘ M y Rabb has honoured me.’

- But whenever He tests him, and thus constricts his m eans of livelihood, then he 
com pl ains and says: ‘ M y Rabb has abased me.’

- Not indeed!
 W e do so because you pe opl e do not honour the orphans’ rights and do not treat 

them with kindness and generosity,
- And you do not enjoin and urge one another to feed and cl othe the destitute,
- And, furtherm ore, you devour the inheritance JHQHrally aQG HVSHFLally of the 

orphans  greedily with sweepi ng gul p, i nstead of being a trustee of it,
- and, on the top of  this, you love wealth with exceeding passion. 

1asā’Ư reForded a narration froP Syed -āEir that 0uCādh�5A� prayed a prayer and a man came 
and Moined hiP� Syed 0uCādh Pade the prayer lonJ� so the Pan left and prayed alone Ey the 
side and then left� When Syed 0uCādh Zas inforPed of this he reParked� µ+e is a hypoFrite�’ 
Syed 0uCādh then inforPed the Prophet�3� of what happened. 

The Prophet�3� then asked the younJ Pan aEout it and he replied� O 0essenJer of Allāh� , 
came to pray with him, but he made the prayer too long for me. So I left him and prayed at the 
side of the M asjid. Then I went to feed my she-camel. The Prophet �3� then observed: Are you 
FausinJ trouEle 0uCādh" Why don’t you reFite C*lorify the 1aPe of your 5aEE� 7he ([alted’ 
( Sǌrah ��� orC%y the sun and its brightness’ ( Sǌrah ���or C%y the daZn’ >this Sǌrah@ or C%y 
the night as it envelops’ ( Sǌrah ���� Or as 7he Prophet�3� may have advised.

%okhārƯ Tuotes 7he Prophet�3� to have said that Allāh�(0� has one hundred minus one Bl essed 
Names/ M aj estic Attributes, i.e. 99, of which one is mentioned in this Sǌrah� naPely� 5aEE, 
appearing six times. 

This Sǌrah� al�)aMr� Zas reYealed in 0akkah and FoPprises �� Ɩyāt� ,t Fonstitutes a part of 
the Part 30 of The Qur’ān� ZhiFh in turn FoPprises ����� Ɩyāt of uneTual lenJth and �� 3arts 
of equal length.
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Al-Balad

The Sǌrah deriYes its naPe froP the Zord µal�%alad’ in Ɩyah ��� PeaninJ µ7he &ity’� Zhere 
most interpreters hold that reference to The City is to Holy M akkah where the Prophet�3� and 
his followers were experiencing suffering, mockery and persecution in defense of their faith 
in an environment overwhelmed with polytheism, idolatry and religious bigotry. The title 
may also be rendered as ‘ The L and.’ 

It begins with two oaths that lead to a discussion of the huPan Fondition – Ɩyāt ������ ,t 
then focuses on setting out the options available to human being in this life;  one is easier 
and more pleasing but leading to moral depravity, the other is demanding and exercising 
self-restraint but leading to moral excellence. People prefer to take the easy path and 
neJleFt the steep asFent to Yirtue – a m etap hor for the arduous p ath of righteousness.

&onsider the essenFe of Ɩyāt �� and ��� folloZed Ey Ɩyāt ������ 

We shoZed human being two clear ways: goodness and falsehood, or virtue and vice. 

Y et he would not even try to follow the goodness that is simple and clear:  

- to believe LQ WhH 8QVharHG 8QLWy aQG 'LYLQLWy RI Allāh aQG WhH R esurrection; 
- to enjoin one another to steadfastness and compassion;
- to feed the impoverished;  and
- to free someone from captivity Rr ¿QaQFLal EXrGHQ.

The Sǌrah� Ɩyāt ������ Floses Zith a Fontrast EetZeen the 3eople of the 5iJht �3aradise�� and 
those Zho do not eYen try it Zould Ee 3eople of the /eft �)ire��

People are advised to believe in Allāh�(0� – 7hH 2QH aQG 2Qly *RG, join the company 
of believers, give up spending for ostentation, display and pride, and support the 
development of social values and human society. Thus, they would become entitled to 
Allāh�(0�’s mercy, while those who will do the opposite would be far away from Divine 
0erFy� and EeFoPe the fuel of hell¿re froP ZhiFh there Zould Ee no esFape�

,f , Zere to Fherry piFk a set of Ɩyāt froP this Sǌrah as a treasure containing Precious Divine 
7ruth� and for reÀeFtion� it Zould Ee Ɩyāt ������ ZhiFh are paraphrased EeloZ�

- Does human being not think that he will be held accountable for all his m otiv es and 
actions;  hRZ GLG hH aFTXLrH his weal th and how did he spe nd it?
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- The one ZhR LV GHlXGHG Ey hLV RZQ ZHalWh ZLWhRXW XQGHrVWaQGLQJ WhH VSLrLWXal 
YalXH RI VSHQGLQJ LW LQ WhH &aXVH RI Allāh says: ‘ I have wasted all Py vast wealth’ 
for ,VlāP.

- Does he think that no one has seen him hRZ hH aFTXLrHG hLV ZHalWh aQG VSHQW LW?

This Sǌrah has oYerZhelPinJ fraJranFe of the SaFred AttriEutes� espeFially +is 8nshared 
Creative Powers, which are usually not captured in the conventional enumeration of ‘ 99’. 

This Sǌrah� al�%alad� Zas reYealed in M akkah after Sǌrah �� and Fonsists of �� Ɩyāt� ,t 
constitutes a part of the Part 30 of The Qur’ān� ZhiFh in turn FoPprises ����� Ɩyāt of unequal 
length and 30 Parts of equal length.
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Al-Shams

The Sǌrah takes its naPe froP the e[pression� pronounFed as µash�ShaPs’ in Ɩyah ��� 
meaning ‘ The Sun’. It narrates the history of the northern Arab tribe of 7haPǌd� to ZhoP 
Prophet Sālih�3� was assigned, that they persistently denied and belied the Divine M essage 
and destroyed the ‘ divine symbol’ of she-camel, thus the whole tribe was overtaken by 
the Wrath of Allāh�(0�. This provides an example of the unpromising prospects which await 
those Zho Forrupt their souls� and do not Fon¿ne thePselYes Zithin the liPits of intrinsiF 
piety and riJhteousness – a thePe folloZed on froP the preYious Sǌrah�

The Sǌrah JiYes three proPinent deriYed PessaJes�

� Ɩyāt ������ -ust as the sun and the moon, the day and the night, the earth and 
the sky, are different from each other and opposite in their effects and results, 
so are good and evil different from each other and opposite in their effects and 
results;  they are neither alike in their outward appearance nor can they be alike 
in their results.

� Ɩyāt ������ Allāh�(0�, after giving the human its body, senses and mind has 
not left it uninformed in the world, but has embedded in its subconscious the 
distinction between good and evil, right and wrong - the essential  difference 
between hum ans and anim al s.

� Ɩyāt ������ 7he future of Pan depends on reFoJni]inJ these differenFes� 
developing the good and controlling the evil tendencies. If he would develop 
good inclinations and free himself of evil inclinations and self-aggrandiz ing, he 
Zill attain eternal suFFess – Ɩyah ��� and if� on the Fontrary� he Zould suppress 
good, promote evil and self-aggrandiz ing, he will meet the fate like of the 
7haPǌd – Ɩyah ���

In conclusion, the Sǌrah presents Fonstant and repetitiYe sFenes and Allāh�(0�’s unfailing law 
of punishinJ tyrant transJressors – Ɩyāt ������ 

,f , Zere to Fherry piFk a set of Ɩyāt froP this Sǌrah as a treasure containing Precious Divine 
7ruth� and for reÀeFtion� it Zould Ee Ɩyāt �� �partly� and ��� ZhiFh are paraphrased EeloZ�

- So their Rabb crushed them with m ost sev ere of puni shm ents, annihil ating the 
7haPūG, for their sin RI GHVWrRyLQJ WhH µGLYLQH VyPERl’ RI VhH�FaPHl� then levelled 
the earth ov er it;

- for He was not fearful of its consequences Ey Zay RI retal iation.
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,En .athƯr and QurtuEƯ Farry reports to suJJest that 7he Prophet�3� said that the most wretched 
of forPer Jenerations – al - awwal in – are those Zho Erutally haPstrunJ the she�FaPel� L.H. WhH 
7haPūG ± ĀyāW ������ Or as 7he Prophet�3� may have said.

%okhārƯ Tuotes 7he Prophet�3� to have said that Allāh�(0� has one hundred minus one Bl essed 
Names/ M aj estic Attributes, i.e. 99, two of which are mentioned in this Sǌrah� Allāh and 
Rabb. In addition, this Sǌrah has an oYerZhelPinJ fraJranFe of other AttriEutes� espeFially 
His Unshared Creative Powers, which are usually not captured in conventional enumeration. 

This Sǌrah� al�ShaPs� Zas reYealed in M akkah shortly after Sǌrah �� and FoPprises �� Ɩyāt� 
It constitutes a part of the Part 30 of The Qur’ān� ZhiFh in turn FoPprises ����� Ɩyāt of 
unequal length and 30 Parts of equal length.
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Al-L ayl

The Sǌrah takes its title froP the e[pression µal�/ayl’ Pentioned in Ɩyah ��� ZhiFh Peans 
µ7he 1iJht’ –  alludinJ to the night of disbelief and ignorance giving way to the light of truth, 
for inasmuch as man would strive after different objects, so would be the divergent results. 
7he ¿rst three Ɩyāt foFus upon the polarity inherent in the Freated order�

Consider the essence of the themes below which culminate in the choice between the 
two ways of life:

- Ɩyāt ������ if you seek the +ereafter and com forts of P aradise, LW LV +H :hR ZLll 
giv e it, for you would give out what is due to Allāh � FharLWy,  remain conscious of 
EHLQJ rHYHrHQWly REHGLHQW WR Allāh’V LQMXQFWLRQV� and af¿rP Joodness�

- Ɩyāt ������  if you seek this Zorld and hence distress of +Hll, LW LV +H :hR ZLll 
giv e it, for you would be miserly with what is due to Allāh � FharLWy� deem yourself 
above the need RI +LV ERXQWLHV� and deny goodness.

- Ɩyāt ������ ,ndeed� the one Zho Zould keep denyinJ Joodness� which is being 
SrHaFhHG Ey WhH P rop het M uham m ad�3) and the 4Xr’āQ� would be wicked and 
will have a blaz ing ¿re ready for hiP� As for the Allāh�fearinJ person Zho 
Zould Ee spendinJ his resourFes – ¿nanFial� physiFal and intelleFtual � in a 
Jood Fause� to purify hiPself� Zithout any sel¿sh PotiYe Eut only to seek 
Allāh’s &ountenanFe� +e Zill Ee pleased Zith hiP� and Eless hiP Zith so PuFh 
that he will be well pleased with Him.

,f , Zere to Fherry piFk an Ɩyah froP this Sǌrah as a treasure containing Precious Divine 
7ruth� and for reÀeFtion� it Zould Ee Ɩyah ��� ZhiFh is paraphrased EeloZ�

Truly, it is for Us to give Guidance, L.H. :H ZLll PaNH LW aPLaElH WR hLP XQWLl REHGLHQFH 
to Allāh EHFRPHV HaVLHr aQG VLPSlHr IRr hLP.

,t is reported Ey WāhidƯ that Fause of the reYelation of Ɩyah �� Pay relate to Syed %ilāl�5A� 
who had defecated the idols of the K a’bah whereupon he was being tortured in the scorching 
desert. All he was murmuring was ‘ Al�AhaG�’ ‘ Al�AhaG�’ PeaninJ µ7he One�’ µ7he One�’ 
as a testiPony to the Oneness of Allāh� 7he Prophet�3� came upon this and said to him: ‘ The 
One Zill saYe you’� So this Ɩyah desFended ZhiFh reads� µAnd surely +e shall soon Ee 
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pleased ZLWh hLP IRr hLV HQGHaYRrV.’ Upon which The Prophet�3� is reported to have said: 
Allāh�u AkEar or /ā ilāha illā’/lāh Za’/lāhu AkEar� Only the person Zho Zould saFri¿Fe 
hiPself �%ilāl� and his Zealth �AEǌ %akr Zho had Eartered for %ilāl’s freedoP for one pound 
of Jold�� Zho Zould seek to purify hiPself and to Zin Allāh�(0�’s pleasure, deserves this 
reward. Allāh�(0� and His Prophet�3� would know the cause of this revelation and whatever 
The Prophet�3� may have said.

%okhārƯ Tuotes 7he Prophet�3� to have said that Allāh�(0� has one hundred minus one Bl essed 
Names/ M aj estic Attributes, i.e. 99, of which two are mentioned in this Sǌrah� 5aEE and The 
E xalted. 

This Sǌrah� al�/ayl� Zas reYealed in 0akkah and FoPprises �� Ɩyāt� ,t Fonstitutes a part of 
the Part 30 of The Qur’ān� ZhiFh in turn FoPprises ����� Ɩyāt of uneTual lenJth and �� 3arts 
of equal length.
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Al�'uhā

The Sǌrah takes its name from the e[pression µal�'uhā’ Pentioned in Ɩyah ��� ,t is 
pronounFed as µad�'uhā’ and Pean µ7he %riJhteninJ )orenoon’� or µ7he 0orninJ /iJht’� or 
µ7he 0orninJ %riJhtness’� µAd�'uhā’ is also the naPe for one of the Salāt �RSWLRQal SrayHrV) 
performed during the late morning hours. 

It is often said that after the revelation of Sǌrah ��� Al�)aMr� the Prophet�3� had not received any 
reYelation for a FonsideraEle tiPe� either �� days� �� days or �� days – ZhiFheYer Pay haYe 
been the case - which was his only solace in the face of hard rejection and his sole comfort 
aJainst outriJht repudiation – reported Ey %aJhaZƯ� QurtuEƯ and 7aEarƯ� 

So his opponents started taunting him on this score, saying: ‘ Y our Allāh has aEandoned you 
and is displeased Zith you’ � Zhereupon Ɩyāt ����� Zere reYealed to put his heart at ease� and 
reassure him of his Rabb’s promise that he will never be abandoned:

O 7he Prophet!

Y our Rabb has neither abandoned you, nor is He displeased. And what is to come for 
yRX would be far better than ZhaW yRX H[SHrLHQFHG GXrLQJ the earlier part RI yRXr lLIH 
in P agan M akkah. And your Rabb will soon give you VR aPSly that you will be well 
pleased.

The Sǌrah rePinds 7he Prophet �3� of his life Mourney sayinJ� Ɩyāt ������ 

'id +e not ¿nd you an orphan aW aQ Harly aJH, then took care of you WhrRXJh yRXr JraQGIaWhHr 
Ey WhH WLPH yRX ZHrH HLJhW aQG WhHQ XQFlH XQWLl hH GLHG;  found you unaware RI WhH 5LJhW :ay, 
then guided yRX WR LW; and found you in need, then enriched you WhrRXJh yRXr EXVLQHVV JaLQV 
aQG ZLIH .haGƯMa’V ZHalWh� VR WhaW yRX ZRXlG QRW VXIIHr Rr yHarQ IRr WhH rLFhHV WhaW aERXQG 
all arRXQG yRX?

The mentioning of the Prophet�3�’s earlier orphan�hood� unaZareness and laFk of afÀuenFe is 
to instruct all M uslims, to protect every orphan, be charitable to every needy, and to speak of 
the great favors Allāh�(A� would have  bestowed on them. The Sǌrah Floses Zith an e[hortation 
to care for downtrodden and to advocate Allāh�(0�’s 0essaJe – Ɩyāt ������

,f , Zere to Fherry piFk an Ɩyah froP this Sǌrah as a treasure containing Precious Divine 
7ruth� and for reÀeFtion� it Zould Ee Ɩyah ��� ZhiFh is paraphrased EeloZ�

And as for the Blessings of your Rabb, proclaim!  L.H. H[SrHVV aQG VhRZ JraWLWXGH IRr 
Allāh�(0)’V %lHVVLQJV� WhH JLIW RI JRRG lLIH� aV LW LV a SarW RI (PāQ ± EHlLHI. 

5eÀeFtinJ on Ɩyah ��� %aJhaZƯ and QurtuEƯ carry a narration where The Prophet�3� is 
reported to have said: ‘ The best house among the M uslims is a house in which an orphan has 
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been treated well. And the worst house among the M uslims is a house in which an orphan has 
been treated poorly’. Then the Prophet�3� pointed Zith his Piddle ¿nJer and his inde[ ¿nJer 
and said: ‘ I and the caretaker of an orphan shall be like this in Paradise’. 

%aJhaZƯ and QurtuEƯ report in a separate narration that µZhen this Sǌrah Zas reYealed� the 
Prophet�3� was joyous and he proclaimed: ‘ Allāh�o�AkEar�’ And Founselled his folloZers to 
do the same whenever they read/ recited this Sǌrah’� Or as 7he Prophet�3� may have said.

%okhārƯ Tuotes 7he Prophet�3� to have said that Allāh�(0� has one hundred minus one Bl essed 
Names/ M aj estic A ttributes, i.e. 99, of which one is mentioned in this Sǌrah� repeated tZiFe� 
Proclaim Blessings of your Rabb. In addition, this Sǌrah Pentions the SaFred AttriEute of 7he 
Bestower of Blessings and F avors. 

This Sǌrah� ad�'uhā� Zas reYealed in M akkah after Sǌrah �� and FoPprises �� Ɩyāt� ,t 
constitutes a part of the Part 30 of The Qur’ān� ZhiFh in turn FoPprises ����� Ɩyāt of uneTual 
length and 30 Parts of equal length.
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Al-Sharh

The Sǌrah takes its title froP the YerE µnashrah’� froP the root µsharaha�’ Pentioned in Ɩyah 
��� ,t Pay Pean µ7he ([pansion’ or µ7he SolaFe’ or µ7he OpeninJ�8p 2I 7hH +HarW.’ It offers 
The Prophet�3� reassurance by recounting His F avors. 

While M oses�3� prayed to his Rabb for the ‘ expansion of his breast/ heart’ – Q������� here 
Allāh�(0� ‘ expands the breast/ heart’ of M uhammad�3� for ,slāP through D iv ine knowl edge, 
understanding and reason� relieYes his Eurden �an eFho of Q� ����� and ������ and e[alts 
his naPe� ePinenFe� and faPe � Ɩyah ��� 

The Sǌrah e[horts the Prophet�3� to pursue the Divine M ission diligently, and through him it 
tells us not to JiYe it up eYen under dif¿Fult FirFuPstanFes as hardship is neYer aEsolute� it is 
alZays folloZed Ey ease – an assuranFe in Ɩyah �� and a reassuranFe in Ɩyah ���

Ɩyāt ����� state speFi¿F adYiFe� 

WheneYer you Zould Ee free from  routine work,
you shall turn to devotion aQG H[HrW yRXrVHlI LQ ZRrVhLS,
and turn towards your Rabb in awe and hum bl eness, 
and let Him be your quest. 

,f , Zere to Fherry piFk a set of Ɩyāt froP this Sǌrah as a treasure containing Precious Divine 
7ruth� and for reÀeFtion� it Zould Ee Ɩyāt �� and ��� ZhiFh are paraphrased EeloZ�

- Truly, al ong with HYHry hardship endured with pat ience, there is alZayV ease.
- Truly, al ong with HYHry hardship endured with pat ience, there is alZayV ease.

One of the �� Divine Attributes is mentioned in this Sǌrah� µ5aEE’ and it is the Postly 
repeated. 

This Sǌrah� Al�Sharh� Zas reYealed in M akkah almost immediately after Sǌrah ��� ,t FoPprises 
�� Ɩyāt and Fonstitutes a part of the 3art �� of 7he Qur’ān� ZhiFh in turn FoPprises ����� 
Ɩyāt of uneTual lenJth and �� 3arts of eTual lenJth�
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Al�7Ưn

The Sǌrah takes its naPe froP the noun µal�7Ưn’ – PeaninJ µ7he F ig’ or ‘ The F ig Tree’ 
– Pentioned in Ɩyah ��� ,t is pronounFed as µat�7Ưn’ Zith ePphasis on the letterµt’� ,t is 
said that ‘ The F ig’ refers to the hill upon which Jerusalem is built and may be taken as a 
metonym for the religious teachings by the long line of the Prophets stationed there, starting 
with Abraham�3� and ending with Jesus�3�. It stresses that dignity and salvation of mankind lie 
in ¿rP Eelief in 7he One and Only *od – Allāh� and doinJ deeds of riJhteousness � Ɩyah ���

Ɩyāt ����� dePonstrate that Zhile Pan has Eeen Freated µin the Eest of forPs aQG VyPPHWry’ 
that he can rise to the highest degree of eminence, if he would set before himself right 
principles and act on them, and that he would degrade himself to the lowest position in 
creation, if he is not guided by right principles, or, being so guided, but fails to act upon them 
– a thePe eFhoinJ in Q����� ([Feption is stated in Ɩyah ���

Ɩyāt ����� pose a Tuestion to those Zho deny the 5eYelation� the Resurrection and other 
aspects of religion: If the morally degraded people are not punished and the morally pure 
people are not rewarded, it would mean that there is no justice in the Sight of Allāh�(0�, 
whereas human nature and common sense demands that a judge should do justice. How 
then can one conceive that Allāh�(0�� Who is the )airest of all MudJes� Zould not Ee fair"

,f , Zere to Fherry piFk an Ɩyah froP this Sǌrah as a treasure containing Precious Divine 
7ruth� and for reÀeFtion� it Zould Ee Ɩyah ��� ZhiFh is paraphrased EeloZ�

WhoeYer Zould EelieYe LQ WhH 8QVharHG 'LYLQLWy aQG 8QLWy RI Allāh� +LV P rophe t 
M uham m ad, The 4Xr’āQ� and IXl¿ll WhH rHTXLVLWHV RI IaLWh Ey deeds of righteousness, 
SXElLFly aQG SrLYaWHly� for them will be a great reward, nev er- ending and never-
diminishing.

ƖlǌsƯ� QurtuEƯ and =aPashkharƯ Tuote an oft Fited +adƯth� Zhere the Prophet�3� is reported to 
haYe said� µWhoeYer aPonJ you reFites µ%y the ¿J««throuJh to  µ,s not Allāh�(0� the M ost 
Just of all judges’ ( this Sǌrah�� should say µ%alā�,ndeed� , aP aPonJ the Zitnesses to that’� 
Or as the Prophet�3� may have said.

One of the Bl essed Name/ M aj estic A ttribute mentioned in this Sǌrah is Ey Zay of a Tuestion� 
Isn’t Allāh is the )airest of all MudJes aW WhH 7LPH RI )LQal J udgm ent?  In addition, this Sǌrah 
has fragrance of the Sacred Attribute of Creative Powers. 

This Sǌrah� at�7Ưn� Zas reYealed in M akkah after Sǌrah ��� ,t FoPprises �� Ɩyāt and 
constitutes a part of the Part 30 of The Qur’ān� ZhiFh in turn Fonsists of ����� Ɩyāt of 
unequal length and 30 Parts of equal length.
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Al-’Alaq

The Sǌrah derives its name from the word ‘ al-’Alaq’, meaning ‘ The Germ-Cell’, ‘ The 
&linJinJ &lot’� or µ7he %lood &lot’ �the fertili]ed fePale oYuP or ]yJote�� it oFFurs in Ɩyah 
��� 7he ¿rst ¿Ye Ɩyāt Zere aPonJ the ¿rst that Zere reYealed onto the Prophet�3� in the Cave 
of +irā’ on 0ount 1ǌr in the last third of the month of 5aPadān� A' ���� 

At that period of the Prophet�3�’s life ‘ solitude had become dearer to him, and he used to 
ZithdraZ into seFlusion «� and there apply hiPself to ardent deYotions FoPprisinJ lonJ 
niJht YiJils� Peditation and prayer’ – report %ukhārƯ,  M uslim, 1asā’Ư and 7irPidhƯ TuotinJ 
Syedah ‘ Ɩ’ishah�5A�.

The Sǌrah speaks aEout the huPEle oriJin of the huPan EeinJ – µal�AlaT’� Eut he Fan attain 
greatest eminence, both morally and spiritually, if he followed the M essage of Allāh�(0�. It 
EeJins Zith an inMunFtion to reFite � Ɩyāt ������ and is folloZed Ey an adPonition to Pankind 
in Jeneral � Ɩyāt ������ 7he rest of the Sǌrah Zas reYealed seYeral years later Zhen the 
M essage was presented to people of M akkah, and the social leadership turned aggressively 
hostile against the Prophet�3�.

[ Note: The Prophet�3� heard the injunction ‘ Iqra’ from the Angel of Revelation, Archangel 
Gabriel and his aides. It was the beginning of the Revelation of The Qur’ān� 7his Pode 
of µhearinJ’ Fontinued throuJhout the reYelation period of a�� years – Q���������� 7he 
Prophet�3� would dictate the ‘ hearing’ to the designated scribes for writing it down] .

Aggressive and hostile environment was fuelled by one AEǌ -ahl� a rinJ�leader of 
Pagan M akkah. In his arrogance and pride, he threatened the Prophet�3� and forbade 
him to worship in that way in the .a’Eah� ZhiFh is Faptured in Ɩyāt �� and ���

Have you not seen som eone who would prevent, a dev oted servant of Allāh� M uham m ad, 
IrRP SrayLQJ when it woul d be tim e for him to pray?

So AEǌ -ahl and others Zho Moined hiP in PoFkery and insults aJainst the Prophet�3� 

then, and descendants of his mindset who continue doing so to this time, get an 
instantaneous response:

Ɩyāt ������ 
Would he not Ee aZare that Allāh is (Yer�WatFhinJ HYHryRQH aQG HYHryWhLQJ?
<et if he Zould not desist� We shall de¿nitely seiz e him  and drag him into the 
¿rH by the forelock of his head - that deceitful, sinful forelock!
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It closes with a challenge to those who call upon entities other than Allāh to proteFt theP – 
Ɩyāt ������ Ɩyah �� FoPes Zith a &oPPandPent�

Y ou will never obey anyone ZhR SrHYHQWV yRX IrRP WhH 3rayHrV� And you will alZayV 
prostrate yourself in worship and subm ission to Allāh and,  thus, get closer WR +LP 
through SrRVWraWLRQ.

,f , Zere to Fherry piFk a set of Ɩyāt froP this Sǌrah as a treasure containing Precious Divine 
7ruth� and for reÀeFtion� it Zould Ee Ɩyāt �� and ��� ZhiFh are paraphrased EeloZ�

- I t is Allāh Who tauJht�teaches by the 3en – the D iv ine I ntel l ect inscribing knowl edge 
upon t he tabl et of the hum an soul ,

- taught/ teaches man, HYHry hum an soul , that which he did not know Ey +LV 
XQERXQGHG JHQHrRVLWy.

One of the Divine Attributes mentioned in this Sǌrah is� µ5aEE’ and µ5aEE – 7he 0ost 
Generous’. In addition, this Sǌrah Farries fraJranFe of the SaFred AttriEute of +is ([alted 
Creative Powers. 

This Sǌrah� al�’AlaT� Zas reYealed in 0akkah and FoPprises �� Ɩyāt Zhere the last Ɩyah 
entails prostration. It constitutes a part of the Part 30 of The Qur’ān� ZhiFh in turn FoPprises 
����� Ɩyāt of uneTual lenJth and �� 3arts of eTual lenJth�
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Al-Q adr

The Sǌrah takes its naPe froP the Zord µal�Qadr’ oFFurrinJ in Ɩyah ��� and repeated in 
Ɩyāt �� and ��� its PeaninJ Pay haYe seYeral diPensions� N ight of ‘ The Almightiness’, 
µ7he 0aMesty’� or µ7he 3oZer’� or µ7he 'estiny’� or µ7he 0easure’� or µ7he Worth�’ ,t talks 
about the majesty and glory of the Qur’ān� and the tiPe in ZhiFh the Qur’ān Zas reYealed � a 
reference to the revelation of Q .96:01-05 and Q .44:3-6, i.e. to the beginning of the Divine 
M ission of the Prophet�3�, and its timing - Q .02:185. 

It was during the third part of the month of 5aPadān – A' ��� � that the Qur’ān Zas started to 
be revealed;  a guidance for mankind and a self-evident proof of that guidance and a standard 
to distinJuish riJht froP ZronJ – µal�)XrTāQ’ - Q .02:158, 03:04 and 25:01.

The Sǌrah speaks aEout the proPised Jreat night which is the night of perfect communion 
between this world and the world of higher realm. Its sacredness is far beyond human 
perFeption so PuFh so that it is Eetter than a thousand Ponths� &onsider Ɩyāt ������

The Night of M ajesty and G reat E m inence would be better than the nights of a thousand 
months of worship and m editation; for the Angels would descend in it and the spirit 
�LPSlyLQJ HLWhHr GLYLQH LQVSLraWLRQ ± 4.���02; Rr WR ErHaWhH SHaFH� lLYHlLQHVV� aQG 
H[hLlaraWLRQ LQWR WhH EHlLHYHrV ZhR NHHS YLJLl) - again and again -  by the leave of their 
Rabb for every matter RI VLJQL¿FaQFH.

G race and Spi ritual  peace of the N ight woul d pr ev ail  till the emergence of the dawn. 

,f , Zere to Fherry piFk an Ɩyah froP this Sǌrah as a treasure containing Precious Divine 
7ruth� and for reÀeFtion� it Zould Ee Ɩyah ��� ZhiFh is paraphrased EeloZ�

The m erit of acts of worship during the one Night of M ajesty is better than, or greater 
than, a thousand other months’ ZRrVhLS aQG PHGLWaWLRQ� L.H. RQH’V lLIHWLPH.

Syed Ibn ‘ AEEās�5A� e[plains Ɩyah �� to Pean that the Zorship in this one night is better than 
worships during one thousand months which do not include such a night.

,t is Jenerally Paintained that µ7he 1iJht’ FoPes eYery year� ,En .athƯr and 7aErasƯ Farry a 
report suggesting that the Prophet�3� said: ‘ L ook for the Night of Power in the last ten nights 
of 5aPadān� on the niJht Zhen nine� or seYen or ¿Ye niJhts remain out of the last ten nights 
of 5aPadān’� Or as the Prophet�3� may have said.
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The Prophet�3� hiPself Zould usually praFtiFe spiritual retreat – µ,’tikāf – durinJ the last 
ten days and nights of 5aPadān� fastinJ froP daZn to dusk� prayinJ throuJhout the night, 
aEstaininJ froP the FoPpany of his ZiYes� and FoPPit to PakinJ a plea� µ<ā Allāh� 7ruly 
<ou are a 3ardoner� Who loYes pardoninJ� so pardon Pe’� and so he adYised his folloZers 
to do the saPe as Zell – reports ƖlǌsƯ� Or as 7he Prophet�3� may have prayed, practiced and 
advised.

The Sǌrah Farries fraJranFe of the SaFred AttriEute of Divine Supremacy. 

This Sǌrah� al�Qadr� Zas reYealed in 0akkah and Fonsists of �� Ɩyāt� ,t Fonstitutes a part 
of the Part 30 of The Qur’ān� ZhiFh in turn FoPprises ����� Ɩyāt of uneTual lenJth and �� 
Parts of equal length.

Introducing �e Qur’ān by Badr Hashemi201



Al-Bayyinah

The Sǌrah takes its name from the word ‘ al-Bayyinah’ which derives from the verb 
‘ bayyana’, meaning to make or to become clear, evident, manifest, plain or apparent. Thus 
the title Peans µ7he &lear (YidenFe’ or µ7he &lear 3roof’ – Pentioned in Ɩyah ��� ,t 
explains the cause of religious divisions, and concludes with the fate awaiting believers 
and disbelievers.

5eliJious disFord and FonÀiFt aPonJ the )olloZers of all )orPer Divine Scriptures had not 
arisen out of ignorance of their religion, or from any obscurity or ambiguity in it;  but they ran 
into disFord only after µ7he &lear (YidenFe’ – The 4Xr’āQ � had FoPe to theP – Ɩyah �� � 
clarifying of what was in their Scriptures regarding the traits and description of the coming 
of M uhammad as the L ast Prophet, as well as keeping their religion pure for Him through the 
profession of Allāh’s 8nshared 'iYinity� 8nity and &oPPand�

The origin and fundamentals of every Divine F aith are simple and its parameters are clear, and 
do not� Ey thePselYes� Pake for diYision or FonÀiFt� Ɩyah �� lists four of these fundaPentals� 

- worship Allāh – 7hH 2QH aQG 2Qly *RG sincerely,
- make submission to Him H[FlXVLYHly as monotheists, 
- establish the Salāt�3rayers rHJXlarly, and
- pay out the =akāt� the annual  FharLWy.

M essage of the Sǌrah is Flear� those Zho Zould Fontinue disEelieYinJ eYen after reFeiYinJ 
‘ The Clear E vidence’ - 7hH 4Xr’aQ � will go to the F ire of Hell as they would have been 
reJarded the µZorst’ of Freated EeinJs � Ɩyah ��� Zhile those Zho Zould EelieYe and IXl¿l WhH 
rHTXLVLWHV RI IaLWh Ey deeds of righteousness, would have been regarded the ‘ best’ of created 
EeinJs – Ɩyah ��� 

Thus their reward would lie with their Rabb: Gardens of E den with rivers of water, m il k, wine 
and hRQHy ÀoZinJ Ey and to liYe in there foreYer� Allāh Zill Ee pleased Zith theP for their 
REHGLHQFH WR +LP� while they will be pleased with Him IRr +LV JraFLRXV rHZarG. That will be 
the reward for anyone Zho stands in aZe of his 5aEE – Ɩyah ���

,f , Zere to Fherry piFk an Ɩyah froP this Sǌrah as a treasure containing Precious Divine 
7ruth� and for reÀeFtion� it Zould Ee Ɩyah ��� ZhiFh is paraphrased EeloZ�

M essenger from Allāh� M uham m ad, is reciting the Scripture - The 4Xr’āQ� aEVRlXWHly 
puri¿ed RI all LPSXrLWy RI IalVHhRRG� SRlyWhHLVP� idol aWry aQG dogm a.
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Two of the 99 Bl essed Names/ M aj estic A ttributes mentioned in this Sǌrah are� µAllāh’ and 
‘ Rabb’. In addition, this Sǌrah Farries fraJranFe of the SaFred AttriEute of +is WisdoP and 
Bestower of F avors and Blessings. 

This Sǌrah� al�%ayyinah� Zas reYealed in 0adƯnah and FoPprises �� Ɩyāt� ,t Fonstitutes a 
part of the Part 30 of The Qur’ān� ZhiFh in turn FoPprises ����� Ɩyāt of uneTual lenJth and 
30 Parts of equal length.
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Al-Z alz alah

The Sǌrah takes its name from the expression ‘ Al-Z alz alah’, meaning the violent ‘ E arthquake/
ShakinJ’� Pentioned in Ɩyah ��� it is also knoZn Ey the naPe of µAl� =il]āl’� ,t is Fonsidered 
to be a very stressful time, and one of the Signs heralding the Time of Resurrection, when the 
dead will be resurrected from the graves and face accountability for their motives and deeds 
in the worldly life. 

It would be the Time when the earth will be ‘ inspired’ to speak and testify the deeds of every 
Pale and fePale Zhile upon it – Ɩyāt ������ and they Zould Ee Faused to see the fruits of 
their ZRrlGly deeds, and rewarded: good for good, and ev il  for ev il  – Ɩyah ��� 

Ɩyāt �� and �� deFlare� 

µWhoeYer Zould haYe done aQy good, even to the weight of a small particle, will see it, 
aQG rHZarGHG IRr LW. 
And whoever would have done aQy evil, even to the weight of a small particle, will see 
it, aQG rHZarGHG IRr LW’� 

Q .22:01-02 and 56:01-06 sketch the Time in these words: 

� µ«�� indeed� «� eYery suckl ing mother shall ev en forget her own infant in dread, 
and every pregnant fem al e shall abort her burden RI SrHJQaQFy SrH�PaWXrHly� and 
«�� disbel iev ing people will appear drunk -  gone out of their senses because of 
ensuing fear, while, in fact, they shall not Ee drunk «�� they Zould be ov erwhel m ed 
Ey WhH dread of Allāh’s intense punishPent� 

- when the earth would be shaken violently in a series of massive earthquakes and 
volcanic eruptions, the mountains would be made to crumble turning to dust and 
scattered in the air like puffed wool.

,f , Zere to Fherry piFk a set of Ɩyāt froP this Sǌrah as a treasure containing Precious Divine 
7ruth� and for reÀeFtion� it Zould Ee Ɩyāt �� and ��� paraphrased aEoYe�

,En .athƯr Farries a lonJ Yersion of +adƯth� Zhere a Pan FaPe to the Prophet�3� and asked: 
Teach me what to recite of the Qur’ān� 7he Prophet�3� told hiP to reFite ««�� µWhen the 
earth is shaken «�’ – this Zhole Sǌrah – and Zhen the Prophet�3� had ¿nished reFitinJ this 
Sǌrah� the Pan said� µ%y +iP� Who has sent you Zith the truth as a 0essenJer� , shall neYer 
add anything to it’. Then the man turned and left, and the Prophet�3� said: ‘ The little man has 
prospered, the little man has prospered’.
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Or as 7he Prophet�3�may have said. 

Syed Ibn ‘ AEEās�5A� is reported Ey ƖlǌsƯ�  sayinJ� µWhen the earth is shaken «�’ �Zhole 
Sǌrah� is eTual to half of the Qur’ān� i�e� if the Qur’ān is diYided into ediFts reJardinJ the 
Hereafter and those regarding this world, this Sǌrah Zould FoPprise in suPPary all of those 
edicts that pertain to the Hereafter.

The Sǌrah Farries fraJranFe of the SaFred AttriEute of Divine - His E xalted Status during the 
Time of F inal Judgment. 

This Sǌrah� Al�=al]alah’� Zas reYealed in 0adƯnah and Fonsists of �� Ɩyāt� ,t Fonstitutes a 
part of the Part 30 of The Qur’ān� ZhiFh in turn FoPprises ����� Ɩyāt of uneTual lenJth and 
30 Parts of equal length.
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Al�µƖdiyāt

The Sǌrah gets its name froP the e[pression µAl�µƖdiyāt’ �plural� appearinJ in Ɩyah ��� it 
means ‘ The battle-horses’� or µ7he Assaulters’ representinJ the thePe of Ɩyāt ������ ZhiFh 
sketFhes out an iPaJery of the prospeFtiYe sFenarios of Titāl�battle in the Cause of Allāh�(0� 
- battle horses running, snorting, striking sparks of ¿re Zith their hoofs� launFhinJ a raid at 
dawn and blaz ing a cloud of dust, piercing through the midst of the enemies’ camp, taking 
them by surprise, and striking fright and fear in their hearts. 

Ɩyāt ����� present the relationship EetZeen Pan and his 5aEE Zhere he Zould neither Ee 
aEle to ¿nd any esFape froP +iP nor Ee independent of +is *raFe� ,n faFt� the threat of 
resurreFtion and MudJPent is Peant to serYe as a stark ZarninJ� Ɩyāt �� and �� hiJhliJht tZo 
of the basic impulses of human nature:

- M an has alZayV been ungrateful  and grudging to his Rabb.
- He is truly YHry excessive as wel l  as aggressiv e in his passion for abundant wealth.

Ɩyāt �� and �� raise tZo issues� Would he not reali]e Zhat Zill happen to him  when the 
contents of the graves shall be thrown out, and it woul d be the Tim e of R esurrection; and 
seFrets of  hearts �Fonsidered as the seat of knoZledJe and understandinJ� shall Ee e[traFted 
aQG H[aPLQHG GXrLQJ WhaW 7LPH RI )LQal J udgm ent, and reZarded" Ɩyah �� Floses the Sǌrah 
reminding that Allah�(0� is All-Aware of whatever one would do.

The message is that if the disbelievers do realiz e the truth of the Time of F inal Judgement, 
when not only the visible and apparent deeds as well as those hidden in conscience too, 
will be subjected to scrutiny, they would neither disbelieve in the Unshared Divinity and 
Unity of Allah�(0�, nor grudge against His Grace, nor spend their life in the love of worldly 
wealth and obtain it by every means.

,f , Zere to Fherry piFk an Ɩyah froP this Sǌrah as a treasure containing Precious Divine 
7ruth� and for reÀeFtion� it Zould Ee Ɩyah ��� ZhiFh is paraphrased EeloZ�

M an has alZayV been ungrateful  and grudging to his Rabb,  
W ho created him  and sustains him .

One of the �� Divine Attributes, mentioned in this Sǌrah is� 5aEE� ,n addition� it Farries 
fragrance of the Sacred Attribute of His E xalted Status during the Time of F inal Judgment. 

This Sǌrah� al�µƖdiyāt� Zas reYealed in M akkah after Sǌrah ��� and FoPprises �� Ɩyāt� ,t 
constitutes a part of the Part 30 of The Qur’ān� ZhiFh in turn FoPprises ����� Ɩyāt of uneTual 
length and 30 Parts of equal length.
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Al�Qāri’ah

The Sǌrah takes its naPe froP the terP µal�Qāri’ah’ appearinJ in Ɩyah ��� ,t Fan Pean either 
‘ The Dreadful Blast’, or ‘ The Striker’, or ‘ The Repelling Calamity’, or even ‘ The Great 
Disaster’, vividly describes the coming of the Time of Resurrection/ F inal Judgment. The 
terP µal�QāriCah’ also Fonnotes hittinJ and knoFkinJ hard� it knoFks people’s hearts Zith its 
enJul¿nJ horror and dreadful oFFurrenFe of the dreadful 7iPe of Resurrection affecting all 
life as well as all existence - when men will be running about in confusion and bewilderment 
just like scattered moths around a light, and the Pountains Zill Ee uprooted and ÀoZn 
about like ÀXIIy WXIWV RI Zool – Ɩyāt ������ 

OnFe this Zould haYe happened� the proFess of sFrutiny and aFFountaEility starts –  
Ɩyāt ������

Ɩyāt �� and ��� 
Then, as for the one whose scales of true faith and good deeds will be heavy in weight, 
he shall have a life, pleasing, IXll RI MRy aQG FRQWHQWPHQW.
[ L.H. JRRG GHHGV are heav ier in weight than their bad deeds; this refers to the bel iev er]
Ɩyāt ��� �� and ���
And the one whose scales of true faith and good deeds will be light in weight, he shall 
be plunged in the womb of the pit.
I t woul d be the raging )ire EurninJ ¿erFely aW Pa[LPXP LQWHQVLWy!
>L.H. JRRG GHHGV arH lLJhWHr LQ ZHLJhW WhaQ WhHLr EaG GHHGV� L.H. WhH GLVEHlLHYHr; VHH alVR 
4.����0�.@

The message of the Sǌrah is that the 7iPe of Resurrection and the Time of F inal Judgment 
would be real, and involve a terrifying transformation of the world and our worldly life. Since 
that change will be beyond human perception and experience, all descriptions of what will 
happen at that Time are, of necessity, expressed in allegorical, symbolic or metaphorical 
terms;  and this applies also to all descriptions of man’s situation and condition in the Hereafter. 
And µal�JhayE’ �the unseen� the unknoZn� forPs a part of the 0usliP Eelief set out at the 
EeJinninJ of the Qur’ān� ����� and reFurrinJ thereafter�

One iPportant point needs to Ee noted that it is the µZeiJht’ of deeds� not the µnuPEer’ of 
deeds which are to be ‘ weighed’ in the balance. It is the character and intentions behind deeds 
that estaElish their true Zorth reÀected in their weight.
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,f , Zere to Fherry piFk a set of Ɩyāt froP this Sǌrah as a treasure containing Precious Divine 
7ruth� and for reÀeFtion� it Zould Ee alPost the Zhole of it – as paraphrased below:

Al�Qāri’ah � The D readful  Bl ast!
I t shal l  happe n at the dreadful  Time when human beings would be like a throng of 
scattered moths surging into each other in the A we of Allāh� and the mountains will be 
like ÀXIIy WXIWV RI wool.

Then, as for the one whose scales of true faith and good deeds will be heavy in weight, 
he shall have a life, pleasing, IXll RI MRy aQG FRQWHQWPHQW.
But the one whose scales of true faith and good deeds will be light in weight, he shall 
be plunged in the womb of the pit --  raging ¿re EurninJ ¿erFely aW Pa[LPXP LQWHQVLWy!

This Sǌrah� al�Qāri’ah� Zas reYealed in M akkah most probably after surah 95. It consists of 
�� Ɩyāt and Fonstitutes a part of the 3art �� of 7he Qur’ān� ZhiFh in turn FoPprises ����� 
Ɩyāt of uneTual lenJth and �� 3arts of eTual lenJth�
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Al�7akāthur

The Sǌrah is naPed after the terP µal�7akāthur’ Pentioned in Ɩyah ��� it is pronounFed as 
µat�7akāthur’� ,t iPplies µAPassinJ 5iFhes and Wealth’, or even understood as ‘ Rivalry in 
Zorldly inFrease’� or µ7he AEundanFe of Wealth’� or oEsessiYe greed for more and more.  It 
warns against rivalry and competition in, and boasting about, the possession of ever more 
worldly things. The condemnation is premised on the tendencies which dominate human 
societies in bragging about one’s social status and lineage, riches and assets. This keeps man 
away from the real object of life: the Remembrance of Allāh� 7his Sǌrah eFhoes the PessaJe 
of Q .57: 20.

Ɩyāt ����� Farry an adPonishPent and assertion �

2 0aQ�
Y ou would be distracted from  the R em em brance of Allāh by greed for amassing ZRrlGly 
riches, till you will reach the graves.
Nevertheless, you will soon get to know WhH FRQVHTXHQFHV RI yRXr SrLRrLWLHV LQ ZRrlGly 
l ife;  when realiz ation, repentance and apology would be of no use.

Ɩyāt ��� �� and �� deliYer a ZarninJ to those Zho EeFoPe hostaJe of Zorldly Paterials� 
and the sooner this warning is adhered to, the better would be their life here as well as their 
Hereafter.  Those who turn deaf and blind to this warning will eventually understand their 
dreadful mistakes only after the point of no return:

Then you will certainly be questioned, at that Time of J udgm ent, about all the blessings 
WhaW yRX HQMRyHG LQ WhH ZRrlGly lLIH� L.H. hRZ WhHVH ZHrH aFTXLrHG aQG XWLlL]HG.
Of Fourse� only if you had the knoZledJe of the &ertainty WhaW yRX ZRXlG EH hHlG 
aFFRXQWaElH IRr WhH ZRrlGly lLIH� yRX ZRXlG QRW haYH SrHRFFXSLHG yRXrVHlYHV ZLWh LW.
So now you Zould de¿nitely end up i n experiencing the Hell.

,slāP does not FondePn the Zealth or haYinJ Zealth or eYen haYinJ aPple Zealth� ,t only 
condemns being hostage of wealth, even if it is small amount, accumulating it improperly and 
not sharinJ it for the Eene¿t of huPan Zelfare� One FoPPon PisFonFeption is that Allāh�(0� 
loYes poYerty� and� henFe Ze should not Pake efforts to EeFoPe riFh� What Allāh�(0� loves 
is not letting the worldly material take over us, no matter how big or small it is. It is social 
justice rather than poverty, which is eulogiz ed by The Prophet�3�’s own life and living.

,f , Zere to Fherry piFk an Ɩyah froP this Sǌrah as a treasure containing Precious Divine 
7ruth� and for reÀeFtion� it Zould Ee Ayah ��� ZhiFh is paraphrased EeloZ�
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,I yRX NQHZ WhH µaIWHr�lLIH HIIHFWV’ RI aPaVVLQJ ZRrlGly VWaWXV� ZHalWh aQG rLFhHV� yRX 
ZRXlG haYH FHrWaLQly rHWXrQHG WR Allāh HYHry PRPHQW� EXW then, LQ WhH +HrHaIWHr� you 
would surely see it with the eye of certainty� L.H. aV a rHalLWy EXW RI QR EHQH¿W.

,t is reported Ey 5iyād al�SālihƯn that 7he Prophet�3� had said with concern and remorse: ‘ By 
Allāh� , aP not Zorried aEout your iPpoYerishPent Eut , aP afraid you PiJht EeFoPe proud 
of the worldly riches that might be stretched before you as was done by the people of the past, 
and like theP� these Zorldly riFhes PiJht destroy you as they destroyed theP�’ Or as 7he 
Prophet�3� may have said. 

This Sǌrah� at�7akāthur� Zas reYealed in 0akkah and FoPprises �� Ɩyāt� ,t Fonstitutes a part 
of the Part 30 of The Qur’ān� ZhiFh in turn FoPprises ����� Ɩyāt of uneTual lenJth and �� 
Parts of equal length.
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Al-‘ Asr

The Sǌrah takes its naPe froP the e[pression µal�’Asr’ Pentioned in Ɩyah ��� ,t has Yarious 
meanings: ‘ The Time/ E ra’, or ‘ The F light of Time’, or even ‘ The Declining Day’ as the late 
afternoon Salāt�Prayer is called ‘ Al-‘ Asr’ apart from its other meaning, derived from the verb 
‘  �r� of܈�ޏ pressing out’, as in the juice of grapes, oliYes� etF� 7his is ¿rst of the three shortest 
Sǌrahs of the Qur’ān in terPs of the nuPEer of Ɩyāt� ��� the other tZo are Q����� Al�.aZthar 
and Q����� An�1asr� eaFh Zith three Ɩyāt�

This Sǌrah� in Jeneral� pronounFes the iPpoYerished state of human existence, and draws 
attention to ‘ Zal�AVr’ - the ‘ Testimony of Time’ - in showing that only those would prosper 
in the Sight of Allāh�(0�  Zho� Ɩyah ���

� endure in the Zay of attaininJ the faith folloZed Ey ful¿llinJ the reTuisites of the 
faith, 

- exhortation to follow the truth, and to persevere in the face of adversity. 

Of these pre�reTuisites� the ¿rst tZo � to EelieYe and to praFtiFe it � are the responsiEilities 
at individual level;  the remaining two - to share the belief and to resist - at communal level. 
OnFe the seed of belief gets settled in the heart of a believer, it manifests itself in the form 
of riJhteous deeds� ZhiFh ¿nd Zays to Pultiply in soFiety in the forP of FharaFter EuildinJ� 
responsibility, ethics and moral values as well as solidarity, sharing, helping, caring and 
enjoining the good, etc. 

,f , Zere to Fherry piFk a set of Ɩyāt froP this Sǌrah as a treasure containing Precious Divine 
7ruth� and for reÀeFtion� it Zould Ee the Zhole Sǌrah as its three short Ɩyāt Fontain the entire 
M essage of The Qur’ān� 7he Sǌrah is paraphrased EeloZ�

- By the Time/ E ra.
- Indeed, human being is in a state of deep  loss;
- except for those who:

o believe LQ WhH 8QVharHG 8QLWy RI Allāh� +LV 5HYHlaWLRQV WhrRXJh WhH LQVWLWXWLRQ 
of P rophe thood and the R esurrection,

o alZayV IXl¿ll WhH rHTXLVLWHV RI IaLWh Ey deeds of righteousness, and
o enjoin good and truth upon one another, and
o enjoin upon one another to bear with pat ience and steadfastness in the trial s 

WhaW EHIall.

%ayhaTƯ Farries a report that ZheneYer tZo &oPpanions�5A� of The Prophet�3� were about to 
depart from each other, they would recite this Sǌrah and shake hands. This was indicative 
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of a pledge to accept this doctrine fully, to preserve this faith, piety and a willingness to 
exhort each other to follow the truth and to persevere in the face of adversity. It was a mutual 
compact to remain good elements in an Islamic society established according to that doctrine 
and to preserYe the foundation of this soFiety� Or as the &oPpanions�5A� may have practiced.

0uhaPPad iEn ,drƯs al�ShāfƯ’� A' �������� a faPous �th &entury 0usliP sFholar� is 
reported to have said that if Allāh�(0� had only revealed this Sǌrah in the entire Qur’ān� then 
it Zould haYe Eeen suf¿Fient for the JuidanFe of all Pankind – ,En .athƯr� 7his sayinJ is to 
signify the brief but profound message inside this Sǌrah� naPely� ,Pān �)aith�� µAPāl Sālih 
�'eeds of 5iJhteousness�� +aTT �7he 7ruth� and SaEr �3atienFe and Steadfastness��

This Sǌrah� al�’Asr� Zas reYealed in M akkah shortly after Sǌrah ��� ,t FoPprises �� Ɩyāt and 
constitutes a part of the Part 30 of The Qur’ān� ZhiFh in turn FoPprises ����� Ɩyāt of uneTual 
length and 30 Parts of equal length.
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Al-Humaz ah

The Sǌrah takes its title froP a noun µal�+uPa]ah’ appearinJ in Ɩyah ��� it Peans µ7he 
Slanderer’. It is also called ‘ al-+utaPah’� the e[pression appearinJ in Ɩyah �� and repeatinJ 
itself in Ɩyah ��� ,t Zarns aJainst slanderinJ and defaPinJ� and talks aEout soPe of the Poral 
problems that affect the hoarders of wealth, items of general use and grains, and gives 
them warnings of the inevitable consequences in the Hereafter.

Ɩyāt ����� pro¿le a Yile person� Zhether a fake EelieYer or a ¿rP disEelieYer� Zho is JiYen 
wealth and he thinks that his wealth is capable of attaining everything, even making him 
immortal in the life of the world:

Woe to eYery slanderinJ EaFkEiter�
as al so the one who hoards wealth without spe nding a par t of it in FharLWy, 
and keeps adding and counting it over aQG RYHr aJaLQ� L.H. hRarGLQJ LW IRr hLPVHlI�
thinking, in his ignorance, that his wealth shall make him live forever;
and that his wealth will stay with him forever.

And since in the world, people of such characters may appear to be thriving and not 
becoming an example of Divine Punishment, their fate in the Hereafter would become 
aEsolutely ineYitaEle� &onsider Ɩyāt �� and ������

Never!
+e shall Fertainly Ee ÀunJ into Allāh’s ¿HrFHly VHW aEla]H F ire which will leap up,
and penetrate deep into sinful  peoples’ hearts and shal l  consum e within as without;
it shall de¿nitely Ee FlosinJ in on theP from  al l  directions, in towering columns.

,f , Zere to Fherry piFk an Ɩyah froP this Sǌrah as a treasure containing Precious Divine 
7ruth� and for reÀeFtion� it Zould Ee Ɩyah ��� as it points to the Poral deFrepitude of those 
who slander others whether in public or private;  it is paraphrased below:

Woe to eYery slanderer FaXVLQJ aQy IRrP RI FalXPQy ZhLFh LV WR µHaW ÀHVh RI RWhHrV’, 
and backbiter causing v erbal  repr oach and fal se accusations, where puni shm ent can be 
VHYHrH ± 4.2��0� ± HLJhWy laVhHV aQG QHYHr WR aFFHSW aQy WHVWLPRQy IrRP WhHP.

This Sǌrah� al�+uPa]ah� Zas reYealed in M akkah probably after Sǌrah ��� ,t Fonsists of �� 
Ɩyāt and Fonstitutes a part of the 3art �� of 7he Qur’ān� ZhiFh in turn Fonsists of ����� Ɩyāt 
of unequal length and 30 Parts of equal length.
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Al�)Ưl

The Sǌrah takes its naPe froP the Zord µal�)Ưl’ that oFFurs in Ɩyah ��� PeaninJ µ7he 
E lephant’. It refers to a widely famous incident in the Arabian Peninsula which took place 
before the commencement of the Islamic M essage describing what befell the Abysinian army 
of troops and elephants that marched from Y emen to invade The Holy K a’bah/  M akkah in 
AD 570. 

7he arPy of troops and elephants Zere destroyed Ey ÀiJhts of tiny Eirds ZhiFh pelted theP 
Zith sPall peEEles – Ɩyāt ������ and they Zere reduFed to FheZed�up Fhaff� Ɩyah ��� 
Allāh�(0� preserved for The K a’bah its peace, security and sacredness. The Tribe of Q uraysh, 
then the custodians of the K a’bah, adopted this event as the beginning of their calendar - The 
Y ear of the E lephant;  the year in which the Prophet M uhammad�3� is believed to have been 
born.

The message is clear and so is the purpose: to show that an army of enormous siz e was 
destroyed Ey sPall ÀyinJ Freatures � it is not µthe EiJ’ that is poZerful� it is µthe riJhteous’ that 
is powerful, and that Allāh�(0� could defeat ‘ many’ with ‘ few’ - Q .02:249 puts it eloquently. 

The Sǌrah Zas reYealed in the perspeFtiYe of the 0akkan 3olytheists’ EullyinJ the M uslims, 
and considering them as a disturbing segment of their established society. Thus the purpose 
was not to give details about the historical event, but to establish a perspective on reading the 
history and learn lessons. 

And the message to the Prophet�3� Zas – Ɩyah ��� 

Do you not know how your Rabb dealt with His enemies earlier - the pe opl e of the 
1HJXV�AEayVLQLa ZhR LQWHQGHG WR GHVWrRy WhH +RXVH RI Allāh" 

He will take care of them now and in future as wel l , and avert their scheming against 
you, and bless you with a profound dominance!

The incident proved very clearly how Allāh�(0� protected the Sacred K a’bah, which He willed 
to be the center of monotheism, the bedrock of the eternal faith, from where it was to establish 
Allāh�(0�’s infallible guidance. And, at the same time, it was and continues to be a warning 
to those nations and communities in the world, western as well as eastern, to know that they 
can never stand against the Power of Allah�(0�;  they should submit to His Religion of ,slāP 
as a way of life. F ighting against the Religion of Allāh�(0� is takinJ up ¿Jht aJainst Allāh�(0�.

,f , Zere to Fherry piFk a set of Ɩyāt froP this Sǌrah as a treasure containing Precious Divine 
7ruth� and for reÀeFtion� it Zould Ee Ɩyāt �� and ��� ZhiFh are paraphrased EeloZ�

I / W e start by the Bl essed Name of Allāh� 
7he ,n¿nitely 0erFiful to al l , The E ver-Compassionate WR HYHryRQH.

105 

Introducing �e Qur’ān by Badr Hashemi 214



- Have you not seen how your Rabb dealt with the companions of the elephant?  
aV +H PaGH WhHLr VFhHPLQJ JR aVWray ZhHQ +H allRZHG WhHP WR SlaQ WhH HQWLrH 
H[SHGLWLRQ IrRP <HPHQ WR 0aNNah aQG Farry LW RXW WR WhHLr RZQ GHPLVH. 

- and, thus, He turned them j ust like chewed-up chaff of aQLPalV.

,En .athƯr reports that the Prophet�3� invoked the memory of this event when M akkah reverted 
to ,slāP� A' ���� sayinJ� µ,ndeed� Allāh�(0� restrained the elephant from M akkah and has 
JiYen +is 0essenJer and the EelieYers authority oYer it� And +e has returned its sanFtity – 
hūrPah – to it today Must as its sanFtity Zas yesterday� so let those Zho are present inforP 
those Zho are aEsent’� Or as 7he Prophet�3� may have said.

One of �� Divine Attributes mentioned in this Sǌrah is� 5aEE – The L ord Supr em e dealing 
ruthlessly with the companions of the elephant. It also carries fragrance of the Sacred Attribute 
of +is OYerpoZerinJ &ontrol of all thinJs and Patters� 

This Sǌrah� al�)Ưl� Zas reYealed in M akkah most probably before Sǌrah ���� ,t Fonsists of �� 
Ɩyāt and Fonstitutes a part of the 3art �� of 7he Qur’ān� ZhiFh in turn FoPprises ����� Ɩyāt 
of unequal length and 30 Parts of equal length.
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Al-Q uraysh

The Sǌrah takes its naPe froP the Pention of µal�Quraysh’ in Ɩyah ��� µAl�Q uraysh’ was the 
name of the tribe living then in M akkah and were AraE desFendants of CAdnān� a desFendant 
of Ishmael�3�� ¿rstEorn of Abraham�3�. The Sǌrah rePinds the Q uraysh of Allāh�(0�’s great 
favors conferred on them because of their guardianship of the K a‘ bah, and making M akkah a 
sacred and secure land, protecting them against foreign assaults, like Army of the E lephants, 
and providing them with peace, security and sustenance. 

&onsider Ɩyāt ������

I n gratitude for safeguarding the Q uraysh IrRP WhH ArPy RI (lHShaQWV, and for their 
security of annual  trade carav ans/ journey of winter WR <HPHQ LQ WhH SRXWh� and of 
summer WR 3alHVWLQH�SyrLa LQ WhH 1RrWh� RQ ZhLFh WhHLr SrRVSHrLWy GHSHQGHG� WhH VHFXrLWy 
WhHy rHFHLYHG IrRP WhH VXrrRXQGLQJ SRZHrV� %y]aQWLXP� 3HrVLa� AEyVVLQLa aQG <HPHQ.

       And Ɩyāt ������

So let them worship the Rabb of this House of .a’Eah,
Who proYides theP Zith food against impoverishment, and
gives them pe ace and security against fear RI IRrHLJQ WhrHaWV aQG aVVaXlWV.

Ɩyah �� Fon¿rPs the aFFeptanFe of Abraham�3�’s prayer in Q .02:126.

Thus, it is Allāh�(0� Who Freates� proteFts� sustains and fosters the Zhole uniYerse� the 
mankind and the People of Q uraysh. Then worship only Allāh�(0�, Rabb of this House of 
.a’Eah� and no one else - no deity, no object, no created being.

,f , Zere to Fherry piFk an Ɩyah or set of Ɩyāt froP this Sǌrah as a treasure containing Precious 
'iYine 7ruth� and for reÀeFtion� it Zould Ee the Zhole Sǌrah � Ɩyāt ����� paraphrased aEoYe 
- for its overall context of the Qur’ān� 

One of �� Divine Attributes mentioned in this Sǌrah is� 5aEE of the +ouse of .a’Eah, Who 
provides them with food against impoverishment, and give them pe ace and security against 
fear.

This Sǌrah� al�Q uraysh, was revealed in M akkah, most probably after Sǌrah ���� ,t Fonsists 
of �� Ɩyāt and Fonstitutes a part of the 3art �� of 7he Qur’ān� ZhiFh in turn FoPprises ����� 
Ɩyāt of uneTual lenJth and �� 3arts of eTual lenJth�
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Al�0ā’ǌn

The Sǌrah takes its naPe froP the e[pression µal�0ā’ǌn’ that oFFurs in Ɩyah ��� ZhiFh in its 
Zider Fonte[t indiFates µAssistanFe’ or µAFts of .indness’ or µOrdinary .indness�’ or eYen 
‘ Small K indness’. The root is ma‘ n, which means a useful or easy thing - all acts of kindness 
due and done to fellowmen. 

It emphasiz es that those who offer the Salāt�3rayers� Eut rePain unPindful of the dePands 
of their Salāt�3rayers� and� thus do not praFtiFe Jood EehaYior� do not proYide a helpinJ 
hand when needed, and mistreat the needy and the orphan, would have actually lost the 
reward as their Salāt�3rayers does not Jenerate feelinJs of Fare� FoPpassion and syPpathy 
for the marginaliz ed and under privileged. 

The Sǌrah deliYers tZo PessaJes�

� Ɩyāt ������ 'isEelief in the +ereafter�the Resurrection and the process of 
accountability is the main cause of moral decay.

� Ɩyāt ������ Allāh�FonsFiousness� social welfare and caring about other people’s 
necessities of life are the main purposes of the Salāt�3rayers�

The Sǌrah taFkles an iPportant thePe ZhiFh Fould Yery Zell FhanJe the FoPPon perFeption 
assiJned to the terPs µfaith’ or ƯPān� and µdisEelief’ or µkufr’� 0oreoYer� it ErinJs out the 
fundaPental truth intrinsiF in the nature of the ,slāPiF faith� the enorPous Eene¿t it offers 
to all people regardless of color and creed, and the abundant blessings and good it brings to 
the society.

,f , Zere to Fherry piFk an Ɩyah or set of Ɩyāt froP this Sǌrah as a treasure containing 
Precious 'iYine 7ruth� and for reÀeFtion� it Zould Ee the Zhole Sǌrah as in its Zidest Fonte[t 
it indicates any and every act of kindness, charity and assistance, no matter how small or 
insiJni¿Fant� 7he Sǌrah is paraphrased EeloZ�

- Have you ev er seen the one who would deny and bel ie the Time of R esurrection 
aQG )LQal Judgment?

- It would be the one who push away and m istreat the orphan, and would not enjoin 
or m otiv ate others in feeding and cl othing the needy.

- So it would be bad for those who offer the Salāt�3rayers j ust out of custom , 
- but are unmindful of the m eanings and dem ands of their Salāt�3rayers� L.H. WhHy 

are obl iv ious of their m oral  duties those who woul d do som e good but wish to be 
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noticed ZhLlH SrayLQJ, m ake a show of their deeds and be considered as pi ous and 
rev erent,

- yet refuse to ex tend ev en ordinary kindness to their fel l owm en -  refers to househol d 
QHFHVVLWLHV. ,Q a PaFrR VHQVH LW Pay alVR LQFlXGH WhH RFFaVLRQal aFWV RI NLQGQHVV LQ 
hHlSLQJ RXW LQ RQH’V GLI¿FXlWy. 

This Sǌrah� µal�0ā’ǌn’� Zas reYealed in M akkah most probably after Sǌrah ���� ,t Fonsists 
of �� Ɩyāt and Fonstitutes a part of the 3art �� of 7he Qur’ān� ZhiFh in turn FoPprises ����� 
Ɩyāt of uneTual lenJth and �� 3arts of eTual lenJth�
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Al-K awthar

The Sǌrah takes its name from ‘ al-K awthar’, an intensive form of the noun ‘ kathrah’, meaning 
‘ The Unceasing Abundance’ of Jood� ,t appears in Ɩyah ��� 7his Sǌrah is Fonsidered seFond 
of the three shortest Sǌrahs in 7he Qur’ān� 7he other tZo are Sǌrahs ��� and ���� While the 
Sǌrah is addressed� in the ¿rst instanFe� to the Prophet�3� and, through him, to every believing 
man and woman, saying that you will be favored with unceasing abundance of blessings 
– Ɩyah ��� Zhile those Zho oppose you Zill Ee Fut off froP eYery Jood� as Zell as froP 
posterity – Ɩyah ��� 

Ɩyah �� hiJhliJhts Fore of the faith� 

Y ou shall stand in the Salāt�3rayers for your 5aEE with dev otion and dedication, 
and make saFri¿Fe IRr +LP LQ JraWLWXGH!  

[ Note: The Arabic ‘ wa-nhar’  is the only occurrence in The Qur’ān of the YerE µnahara’ to 
make saFri¿Fe� here in the forP of an iPperatiYe to 7he Prophet�3� and, by implication, to his 
followers.]

Ɩyah �� Zas speFi¿F in tarJetinJ one �not naPed al�µAs ,En Wa’il al�SahPƯ�� Zho Zould 
despise The Prophet�3� and satiriz e him by calling ‘ abtar’ after his son ‘ Abdullah died. ‘ Al-
Abtar’ in Arabic means ‘ the mutilated one’ or ‘ the one having its tail cut off’, or ‘ the one 
depriYed of posterity and all Jood’� 7hus� it is EeinJ said that� µ,t is you� O al�SahPƯ� Zho 
will be abtar! ’ - without family, children, wealth or any goodness, and you will not even 
be mentioned after your death� While M uhammad�3� will be mentioned, abundantly and 
unceasingly, with every good, by every believer to the E nd-of-Time.

The key to the main message of this Sǌrah is the Fontrast EetZeen the Zords µal�.aZthar’ 
in the EeJinninJ� and µal�AEtar’ in the end � the ¿rst represents the Eountiful and aEundant 
good given to the believers;  the later represents the state of being cut off from all good to the 
disbelievers.  

Another point to note is that whereas Sǌrah ���� At�7akāthur� ErinJs up Pan’s passion for 
e[trinsiF Eene¿ts – the aEundanFe of Paterial Zealth and Zorldly poZer� this Sǌrah iPplies 
that the EelieYers reFeiYe the real intrinsiF ElessinJs – the aEundanFe of profusion� Joodness 
and service of humanity. The theme of this Sǌrah is related to Sǌrahs Q����Ad�'uhā’ and 
Q .94.Ash-Sharh, where all three offer motivation to the Prophet�3� and his followers.

,f , Zere to Fherry piFk an Ɩyah froP this Sǌrah as a treasure containing Precious Divine 
7ruth� and for reÀeFtion� it Zould Ee Ɩyah ��� ZhiFh is paraphrased EeloZ�

Surely it is your enePy Zho shall Ee the one Zithout posterity – indicating the dire 
FRQVHTXHQFHV RI haWLQJ 7hH P rop het�3), then and now, as wel l  as the idea that true 
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SRVWHrLWy Rr lHJaFy lLHV LQ bel ief and deeds, not chil dren, for during the Tim e of J udgm ent 
‘neither weal th nor chil dren av ail , sav e for him  who com es to Allāh ZLWh a VRXQG hHarW 
± 4.2�������.

,En .athƯr and QurtuEƯ Farry a report� TuotinJ Syed Anas Ein 0ālik�5A� sayinJ� µWhile Ze 
were with The Prophet�3� «�� he do]ed off into a sluPEer� 7hen he lifted his head� sPilinJ� 
We asked� What has Faused you to sPile�  +e replied� ,ndeed� a Sǌrah has Eeen reYealed onto 
me’. Then, he recited this Sǌrah al�.aZthar� and said� µ'o you knoZ Zhat .aZthar is" ,t is a 
river that my Rabb has promised me, and it has abundant goodness. It is a pool to which my 
8PPah �0usliP FoPPunity� Zill Ee ErouJht at the 7iPe of Judgment. Its containers are as 
numerous as the stars in the sky’� Or as the Prophet�3� may have said.

One of the �� 0aMestiF Divine Attributes mentioned in this Sǌrah is� µ5aEE’. In addition, it 
has fragrance of the Sacred Attributes of His Benevolence and Bestower of F avors/ Blessings. 

This Sǌrah� al�.aZthar� Zas reYealed in 0akkah and FoPprises �� Ɩyāt� ,t Fonstitutes a part 
of the Part 30 of The Qur’ān� ZhiFh in turn FoPprises ����� Ɩyāt of uneTual lenJth and �� 
Parts of equal length.
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Al�.ā¿rǌn

The Sǌrah takes its naPe froP the e[pression µal�.ā¿rǌn’ – plural of kā¿r � Pentioned in 
Ɩyah ��� .ā¿r Peans anyone Zho denies and Eelies faith in one� soPe� or all the prinFiples 
of faith that must be believed in by a believing M uslim. The Sǌrah tells us that there Fannot Ee 
any compromise in the matters of faith and worship regardless of the situational exigencies 
or relationships� While people are free to folloZ ZhateYer faith they Zant� the truth and 
falsehood cannot be mixed together. 

The Arabs of Pagan M akkah made an offer of compromise to the Prophet�3� suggesting: ‘ Y ou 
worship our gods for a year/ month, and we will worship your Allāh�(0� for a year/ month.’ The 
divine response was quick, explicit and uncompromising:

Declare O  0XhaPPaG�

O the 'isEelieYers�
I do not worship what you worship - idol s, im ages and obj ects beside Allāh;
nor you worship the O ne WhoP , Zorship – Allāh� 7hH 2QH aQG 2Qly *RG.
And neither I am the one who would ev er worship what you worship beside Allāh,
nor you are those who would ev er worship the O ne WhoP , Zorship� L.H. WhHrH FaQ EH QR 
PHHWLQJ�SRLQW LI yRX NHHS WR yRXr SrHVHQW ZRrVhLSIXl aWWLWXGHV aQG FRPPLWPHQWV.
F or you, is your religion of ascribing par tners to Allāh aQG LWV FRQVHTXHQWLal raPL¿FaWLRQV 
in the Si ght of Allāh� and for me, is my religion of I sl ām  and faith in Allāh aQG LWV 
FRQVHTXHQWLal raPL¿FaWLRQV LQ WhH SLJhW RI Allāh.

,f , Zere to Fherry piFk an Ɩyah froP this Sǌrah as a treasure containing Precious Divine 
7ruth� and for reÀeFtion� it Zould Ee Ɩyah ��� ZhiFh is paraphrased EeloZ�

F or you, is your religion of ascribing par tners to Allāh� and for me, is my religion of 
,VlāP aQG IaLWh LQ Allāh ZLWh LWV rLWHV aQG FrHHGV� aQG� WhXV WhH HQG RI HaFh ZLll QRW EH 
WhH VaPH. 

[ Note: ‘ F or you, is your religion, and for me, is my reliJion’ – this FonFept is also eFhoed in 
Q .02:139-141, 28:55 and 42:15] .

Syed ,En ޏAEEās�5A� is reported to have said that no Sǌrah is Pore dif¿Fult and harsher for 
Satan than this� EeFause it is sheer 7aZhƯd� the AEsolute Divine Unity, and disavowal of 
polytheisP� 7aZhƯd is of tZo sorts� the taZhƯd of attestation� and the taZhƯd of reFoJnition� 
the forPer is µto say One’� L.H. Allāh LV 2QH� and the later is µto knoZ One’ �  L.H. WhaW Allāh LV 
RQly 2QH�

%ayhaTƯ and 7aEarānƯ Farry reports suggesting that The Prophet�3� used to reFite Qul <ā�
ayyuhal .ā¿rǌn� this Sǌrah� Zhen he Zould lay doZn to sleep;  and that he said to the 
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people: Should I tell you the word which will protect you from polytheism?  It is that you 
should reFite Qul <ā�ayyuhal .ā¿rǌn� this Sǌrah� Zhen you Jo to Eed� 

,En .athƯr� QurtuEƯ and SuyǌtƯ Farry a +adƯth Zherein the Prophet�3� is reported to have 
said: This Sǌrah� al�.ā¿rǌn� is µone�fourth of the Qur’ān’� and that the Prophet�3� often recited 
this Sǌrah alonJ Zith Sǌrah ����Al�,khlās� in his early PorninJ�)aMr�Sunnah Prayers before 
the F ajr Salāt�0andatory 3rayers� and after the 0aJhriE Salāt�0andatory Prayer. This, surely, 
Zas iPPensely siJni¿Fant� Or as the Prophet�3� may have said and practiced. 

7he tZo Sǌrahs� al�,khlās and al�.ā¿rǌn� are knoZn toJether as µ7he 7Zo &ures’ – µal�
0uTashTishatān’ – and are often reFited toJether in the Salāt as a folloZ�up of the praFtiFe 
of The Prophet�3�.

This Sǌrah� al�.ā¿rǌn� Zas reYealed in M akkah shortly after Sǌrah ���� ,t FoPprises �� Ɩyāt 
and constitutes a part of the Part 30 of The Qur’ān� ZhiFh in turn Fonsists of ����� Ɩyāt of 
unequal length and 30 Parts of equal length.
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Al-Nasr

The Sǌrah takes its title froP the e[pression µ1asr’ appearinJ in Ɩyah ��� ,t Peans µ7he 
+elp’� the Zord µ1asr’ is linked Zith the ne[t Zord µAllāh’ in the AraEiF SaFred 7e[t� thus it 
Zould Pean the diYine help that leads to a de¿nite victory. It was on several occasions that 
Allāh�(0� promised help and victory to His L ast Prophet�3� and in particular Q .40:51, Q .58:21 
and Q������� 7his is the third of three shortest Sǌrahs� other tZo are Q���� and Q����� 

There are different opinions on the timing and the place of the revelation of this Sǌrah 
keepinJ in YieZ Ɩyāt ������ µWhen Allāh’s help Zould FoPe and +H RSHQ XS yRXr Zay WR 
victory after YLFWRry� then you shall see people enterinJ Allāh’s 5eliJion of ,VlāP enmass, in 
VZarPLQJ FrRZGV’�

- upon return to 0adƯnah froP the &onTuest of .hayEar� A'  ���� reported Ey 
7aEarƯ and 7aEarānƯ� 

� durinJ the return froP the %attle of +unayn� A'  ���� reported Ey WāhidƯ�
- during the Prophet�3�’s F arewell 3ilJriPaJe in 0inā�M akkah, AD 632;  reported by 

%okhārƯ�  

While a larJe sFholarly opinion is inFlined to support the third YieZ� all aJree that this Zas 
certainly the last complete Sǌrah reYealed Eefore the Prophet�3� left this world, which showed 
how those wonderful prophecies, announced in utter loneliness and helplessness, were now 
ful¿lled Zith the Zhole of AraEia at his feet� Allāh�o�AkEar�

It was preceded one day earlier on )riday� the �th of 'hǌ’l�+iMMah� A' ���� Ey the reYelation 
of the words: ‘ This day I have perfected for you, your religion, and completed M y Blessings 
upon you, and approve for you as religion, ,slāP’ – Q������� and sinFe those Zords Zere 
almost immediately followed by the present Sǌrah� soPe of the Prophet’s Companions�5A� 
FonFluded that his Pission Zas ful¿lled� and that he Zas aEout to leaYe this Zorld � %okhārƯ� 
M uslim and 1asā’Ư�

,f , Zere to Fherry piFk an Ɩyah froP this Sǌrah as a treasure containing Precious Divine 
7ruth� and for reÀeFtion� it Zould Ee Ɩyah ��� ZhiFh the Prophet�3� used to recite frequently 
before he left this world for the next. It is paraphrased below:

Then you shall glorify your Rabb with His Praise,
and seek His forgiveness IRr +H aFFHSWV rHSHQWaQFH RYHr aQG RYHr aJaLQ� HaFh WLPH WhH 
VHrYaQW rHSHQWV WR +LP.  AQG NQRZ WhaW RXr 5aEE LV WRR JHQHrRXV QRW WR EH ZLWh yRX. 
4.02�222 LV alVR a rHPLQGHr µ7rXly Allāh ZRXlG lRYH WhRVH ZhR rHSHQW’.
Surely He is the A ccep tor of R epe ntance and E ver-Pardoning. 

I / W e start by the Bl essed Name of Allāh� 
7he ,n¿nitely 0erFiful to al l , The E ver-Compassionate WR HYHryRQH.
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+is speFi¿F Zords Zere� 

µSuEhāna’/lāhi Za Ei�haPdihi’� PeaninJ� *lory and 3raise Ee to Allāh� and 
µAstaJh¿ru’/lāha Za�atǌEu ilayhi’� 
meaning: I seek forgiveness from Allāh and , repent to +iP� 

L et’s follow the Prophet�3�’s footprints.

%ayhaTƯ Farries a report on the authority of Syed ,EnCAEEās�5A� that Zhen this Sǌrah Zas ¿rst 
revealed, the Prophet�3� asked his only surYiYinJ dauJhter� Syedah )ātiPah�5A�, to come closer 
and told her: ‘ M y death has been announced to me.’ She was seen to start crying. But a little 
later she smiled. L ater she explained when asked: ‘ I cried when he told me of his approaching 
death� %ut he then asked Pe to Ee patient� EeFause , Zill Ee the ¿rst of his faPily to Moin hiP� 
so I smiled.’ She passed away six months later to be in the company of his amaz ing father�3�, 
the L ast Prophet�3� of Allāh�(0�, M uhammad�3�� Or as 7he Prophet�3� or his daughter may have 
said.

E very Sǌrah has the fraJranFe of 7he SaFred 'iYine AttriEutes� One of those Pentioned in 
this Sǌrah is� The A ccept or of R epe ntance and E ver-Pardoning.

This Sǌrah� al�1asr� Zas reYealed at 0ina durinJ the Prophet�3�’s F arewell Hajj in the month 
of Dhu’l-Hijjah, AD 632. ,t Fonsists of �� Ɩyāt and Fonstitutes a part of the 3art �� of 7he 
Qur’ān� ZhiFh in turn FoPprises ����� Ɩyāt of uneTual lenJth and �� 3arts of eTual lenJth�
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Al-M asad

The Sǌrah takes its naPe froP an e[pression µ0asad’ Pentioned in Ɩyah ��� PeaninJ 
‘ Strongly Twisted Strands’ or ‘ The Cord’. It is also known as ‘ Tabbat’ derived from the verb 
µ7aEEa’� PeaninJ µEe ruined’ or µEe dooPed’� in Ɩyah ��� ,t is usually taken as a Furse upon 
The Prophet’s uncle AEǌ /ahaE Zho stood aJainst his Divine M ission together with his wife, 
8PP -aPƯl Eint +arE� Zho displayed e[trePely hostile attitude� and led a YiFious FaPpaiJn 
against The Prophet�3�. 

This curse was the response to AEǌ /ahaE’s sayinJ to the Prophet�3�: ‘ M ay you be doomed 
O M uhammad! ’ when he gathered members of his tribe, al-Hashemite, and invited them to 
the profession of Islamic F aith, and warned them against the Divine Punishment as he was 
instructed vide Q .26:214. 

The Sǌrah speFi¿es an indiYidual and series of eYents related to hiP and his Zife� it should 
Ee taken to address all ¿ery�tePpered opponents of the 7ruth of ,slāP Zho lead their liYes in 
heartEurninJ� ZhiFh assuPes the palpaEle shape of ÀaPes of ¿re in their +ereafter – Ɩyah ��� 

,f , Zere to Fherry piFk an Ɩyah froP this Sǌrah as a treasure containing Precious Divine 
7ruth� and for reÀeFtion� it Zould Ee Ɩyah ��� ZhiFh is paraphrased EeloZ�

His wealth and riches will not avail him from  his woeful  end in this l ife and the ¿rH 
ZhLFh ZLll raJH ZLWh ÀaPHV LQ WhH +HrHaIWHr� nor whatever he has earned Ey Zay RI social  
status and chil dren, aQG HYHryRQH HlVH ZhR FarrLHV WhH VaPH PLQGVHW aV AEū /ahaE aQG 
hLV ZLIH.

This Sǌrah� al�0asad� Zas reYealed in 0akkah and Fonsists of �� Ɩyāt� ,t Fonstitutes a part 
of the Part 30 of The Qur’ān� ZhiFh in turn FoPprises ����� Ɩyāt of uneTual lenJth and �� 
Parts of equal length.

I / W e start by the Bl essed Name of Allāh� 
7he ,n¿nitely 0erFiful to al l , The E ver-Compassionate WR HYHryRQH.
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Al�,khlās

The Sǌrah takes its naPe froP the suEMeFt Patter� µ7he 3urity of )aith’� EeFause it Fontains 
the declaration of Allāh�(A�’s transFendenFe� a Fon¿rPation of +is 8nshared 'iYinity and 
Unity, a disavowal of His dependence on causes, and a refutation of the disbelievers’ notions 
about the divine and divinity. It is also called Sǌrah at�7aZhƯd� PeaninJ Allāh�(0�’s ‘ Absolute 
8nity and 8niTueness’� pure and unde¿led� 

This Sǌrah ¿rPly estaElishes and Fon¿rPs the ,slaPiF Eelief in Allāh�(0�’s 8nshared Oneness 
just as Sǌrah Q�����Al�.ā¿rǌn is a denunFiation of any siPilarity or PeetinJ point EetZeen 
the Islamic concept of Allāh’s 8nshared 8nity and any belief that ascribes human form, 
attributes, or personality to Allāh�(0�, but each dealing with Allāh�(0�’s Divinity, Unity and 
Uniqueness from a different angle. 

,f , Zere to Fherry piFk a set of Ɩyāt froP this Sǌrah as a treasure containing Precious Divine 
7ruth� and for reÀeFtion� it Zould Ee the Zhole Sǌrah as this is the EedroFk of ,slaPiF belief 
and its correlatives. It is paraphrased below:

- Proclaim WhH WrXWh� 
 He is Allāh� the One aQG 2Qly - WhH ,Q¿QLWH� /LPLWlHVV� ,QGLYLVLElH aQG 8QLTXH;
 2QH LQ (VVHQFH aQG 3HHrlHVV LQ AWWrLEXWHV.
- Allāh� the %esouJht of all at tim es of need while He seeks none, L.H. :hR LV LQ QHHG 

RI QR RQH� aQG :hRP all arH LQ QHHG.   
- +H haV QR IaPLly.
 Neither giving birth to QRr SarHQWLQJ aQyRQH� no son, no daughter, no downstream  

IaPLly� QR RWhHr IRrP RI H[LVWHQFH haV HYHr RrLJLQaWHG IrRP +LP QRr ZRXlG HYHr EH. 
nor born RI aQyRQH: no SarHQWV� QR VLElLQJV� QR XSVWrHaP IaPLly� no other form  of 
H[LVWHQFH IrRP ZhLFh +H FRXlG haYH RrLJLQaWHG QRr ZRXlG HYHr EH.

- And HTXal Rr comparable to Him is no one, haV QHYHr EHHQ aQy RQH� and shal l  nev er 
EH aQy� EHFaXVH +H JaYH ELrWh WR QR RQH� aQG +H LV ERrQ RI QR RQH� +H LV WhH 2QH RI 
AEVRlXWH 8QLWy ± WhH ,QGLYLVLElH� WhH 8QVharHG. 

Q .19:88-92 echo the same theme, paraphrased below:

And they allege: 

Ar-5ahPān has taken to +iPself a son�  ,ndeed� Ey WhLV aVVHrWLRQ, you have come up 
with something monstrous, bl asphe m ous and disastrous thing of fal sehood, whereby the 
cosmos might al m ost rupture, and the earth burst, and the mountains crumble down in 
pi eces, for that people should attribute a son to Ar-5ahPān, while it is inconceivable and 
QRW ¿WWLQJ WR +LV 0aMHVWy, that Ar-5ahPān� should haYe WR +LPVHlI a son, Rr a GaXJhWHr.

I / W e start by the Bl essed Name of Allāh� 
7he ,n¿nitely 0erFiful to al l , The E ver-Compassionate WR HYHryRQH.
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[ Note: ‘ Neither giving birth nor being born’ - this fundamental concept is also echoed in 
Q .02:116, 06:101, 17:111, 37:152 and 72:03, etc. This is a denial of the Nicean creedal 
formulation about Jesus�3�, as ‘ the only begotton Son of God, begotten of his F ather before 
all worlds, God of God, L ight of L ight, very God of every God, begotten, not made, being of 
one substance with the F ather’] .

,En .athƯr� QurtuEƯ and SuyǌtƯ Farry a +adƯth Zherein the Prophet�3� is reported to have 
said: This Sǌrah� Al�,khlās� is µone�third of the Qur’ān’� and that the Prophet�3� often recited 
this Sǌrah alonJ Zith Sǌrah ��� Al�.ā¿rǌn� in his )aMr Sunnah Prayers before the Salāt  
al-F ajr/ M orning M andatory Prayers, and after the Salāt al�0aJhriE�0andatory Prayer. This, 
surely� Zas iPPensely siJni¿Fant� Or as the Prophet�3� may have said and practiced. This 
report is also carried by %okhārƯ� 0usliP� ,En +anEal� AEǌ 'ā’ǌd� 1asā’Ư� 7irPidhƯ and 
,En 0āMah�

7he tZo Sǌrahs� al�,khlās and al�.ā¿rǌn� are knoZn toJether as µ7he 7Zo &ures’ –  
µal�0uTashTishatān’ – and are often reFited toJether in the Salāt as a folloZ�up of the praFtiFe 
of The Prophet�3�.

Of the �� Divine Attributes, those mentioned in this Sǌrah FoPprise� +e is Allāh� 7he 
Besought of all, Neither giving birth to anyone nor being born of anyone, and no one is 
comparable to Him.

This Sǌrah� al�,khlās� Zas reYealed in 0akkah and FoPprises �� Ɩyāt� ,t Fonstitutes a part 
of the Part 30 of The Qur’ān� ZhiFh in turn FoPprises ����� Ɩyāt of uneTual lenJth and �� 
Parts of equal length.
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Al-F alaq

The Sǌrah Jets its naPe froP the terP µal�)alaT’ in Ɩyah ��� PeaninJ µ7he 'ayEreak’� 
+oZeYer� if µal�)alaT’ is pronounFed as µal�)āliT’ then it Peans µAll &reation’ � Q���������� 
It is also said that ‘ al-F alaq’ refers to a valley in the HellF ire. In all cases, harmony with the 
theme of the Sǌrah is Paintained� ,t rePinds us that evil is lurching everywhere and any thing 
can become harmful. Thus, one should always be conscious, do right things, and seek Allāh 

�(0�’s protection.

The Sǌrah Fontains a direFtiYe froP Allāh�(0� primarily to His Prophet�3�, and then to the 
believers at large, to take refuge with Him, and seek His protection in the face of any source 
of fear, subtle or apparent, known or unknown. It extends further to seek help from Him and 
show our helplessness and need for Him. It is as if He is unfolding the world of His Care, 
embracing the believers in His Guard, and saying affectionately: I know you are helpless and 
surrounded by foes and fears. Come to M e for safety, contentment and peace!

All the illustrious Prophets�3� were confronted with powerful enemies, yet they stood 
¿rP aJainst theP� sayinJ µWe haYe taken proteFtion Zith 5aEE of the 8niYerse aJainst 
you’ � eYen thouJh they had no Paterial poZer on the strenJth of ZhiFh they Fould ¿Jht 
them, and they always disregarded the threats, conspiracies, dangerous plans and hostile 
deYiFes of the enePy� ,t Zas at least on tZo oFFasions – Q������ and Q������ � that M oses�3� 
explicitly sought ‘ Allāh�(0�’s Protection’ against well-equipped, resourceful and powerful 
enemy’s threats.

,f , Zere to Fherry piFk an Ɩyah froP this Sǌrah as a treasure containing Precious Divine 
7ruth� and for reÀeFtion� it Zould Ee Ɩyah ��� ZhiFh is paraphrased EeloZ�

I  seek pr otection with Allāh from al l  evil or fear of ev il  of Sat an, and satan- l ike pe opl e 
that He has created Rr aQy IrRP aPRQJ +LV creation that pos sesses HYLl.

[ Note: The same notion appears in Isaiah 45.7]

%okhārƯ Farries a report TuotinJ Syed ,En 0as’ǌd�5A� who is reported to have said that he 
heard the Prophet�3� saying: ‘ There is no acceptable envy except in two cases: for a person to 
whom Allāh�(A� has given wealth and he spends it in the right way, and for a person to whom 
Allāh�(A� has given wisdom and he gives his decisions accordingly and teaches it to others.’ 
Or as 7he Prophet�3� may have said.

A number of reports by %okhārƯ� AEǌ 'āZǌd� 7irPidhƯ and 1asā’Ư Tuote froP Syedah 
CƖ’ishah�5A� that the Prophet�3� used to reFite Sǌrahs Al�)alaT and An�1ās Zhile JoinJ to Eed 

I / W e start by the Bl essed Name of Allāh� 
7he ,n¿nitely 0erFiful to al l , The E ver-Compassionate WR HYHryRQH.
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at night, then blow into both hands and run his palms over his head, face, the front part of his 
Eody� Eefore runninJ theP oYer the rest of his Eody� +e Zould do this three tiPes� Or as 7he 
Prophet�3� may have practiced.

Sǌrahs Al�)alaT and An�1ās toJether� are knoZn as µal�0u’aZZidhatān’ – 7he 7Zo 
3roteFtors’ or µSǌrahs of takinJ refuJe’� 7hese are apotropaiF forPulae to Zard off evil, 
including the evil eye, promptings, temptations, black magic and the casting of spells, etc.

One of the �� Divine Attributes mentioned in this Sǌrah is µ5aEE of 7he 'ayEreak’� ZhiFh is 
common with Sǌrah �� Zhere it is µ5aEE of all Worlds�’

This Sǌrah� al�)alaT� Zas reYealed in 0akkah and FoPprises �� Ɩyāt� ,t Fonstitutes the tail 
end of the Part 30 of The Qur’ān� ZhiFh in turn FoPprises ����� Ɩyāt of uneTual lenJth and 
30 Parts of equal length.
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Al�1ās

The Sǌrah takes its naPe froP the Zord µal�1ās’� pronounFed as µan�1ās’� ZhiFh reFurs 
throuJhout its total of si[ Ɩyāt� ,t teaFhes us to Ee alert to the tePptations of the evil, which 
returns over and over again. The evil implies the fundamental forces embedded in human 
nature� priPal and instinFtiYe urJes� sensual and non sensual desires� Al�1ās Peans µ7he 
Humankind’. 

This Sǌrah Fontains a direFtiYe froP Allāh�(0� primarily to His Prophet�3�, and then to the 
believers at large, to take refuge with Him, and seek His protection in the face of any evil 
thoughts, temptations and viciousness incited by subtle or apparent instincts or social 
environment. It extends further to seek help from Him and show our helplessness and need 
for Him. It is as if He is unfolding the world of His Care, embracing the believers in His 
Guard, and saying affectionately: I know that you are helpless against temptations. Come to 
M e for safety, contentment and peace!

All the illustrious Prophets�3� were confronted with powerful enemies, yet they stood 
¿rP aJainst theP� sayinJ µWe haYe taken proteFtion Zith 5aEE of the Universe against 
you’ � eYen thouJh they had no Paterial poZer on the strenJth of ZhiFh they Fould ¿Jht 
them, and they always disregarded the threats, dangerous plans and hostile devices of 
the enePy� ,t Zas at least on tZo oFFasions – Q������ and Q������ � that M oses�3� explicitly 
sought ‘ Allāh’s 3roteFtion’ aJainst Zell�eTuipped� resourFeful and poZerful enePy’s 
threats.

,f , Zere to Fherry piFk an Ɩyah froP this Sǌrah as a treasure containing Precious Divine 
7ruth� and for reÀeFtion� it Zould Ee Ɩyah ��� ZhiFh is paraphrased EeloZ�

I  seek pr otection with Allāh from the evil and v iciousness of Sat an and satan- l ike pe opl e, 
the inciter and enticer of temptations, pr om pt ing and fal sehood in heart as he did to 
A dam  and (YH � 4.20��20.

Q .12:53, 23:98 and 43:37 also capture same or similar theme: 

� µ«« surely the soul is an instiJator of evil, except as my Rabb may show mercy 
aQG WhXV WhH VRXl GRHV QRW EHFRPH JXLlWy RI LQVWLJaWLRQ«��’

� µO 0y 5aEE� , seek refuJe Zith <ou froP evil incitements of the satans;  and, I also 
seek refuJe Zith <ou� O Py 5aEE� lest they should ev en be present with me’ with 
HYLl PRWLYHV. 

� WhosoeYer turns aZay Elindly froP the 5ePePEranFe of Ar�5ahPān� 
 We puni sh him  and embed in him a satan, a del usion, a satanic im pul se that incites 
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him  to ev il , who is then his intim ate companion, nev er l eav ing his side, as if it were 
hLV µRWhHr VHlI.’ 

%okhārƯ Farries a report TuotinJ Syed ,En 0as’ǌd�5A� who is reported to have said that he 
heard the Prophet�3� saying: ‘ There is no acceptable envy except in two cases: for a person to 
whom Allāh�(0� has given wealth and he spends it in the right way, and for a person to whom 
Allāh�(0� has given wisdom and he gives his decisions accordingly and teaches it to others.’ 
Or as 7he Prophet�3� may have said.

A number of reports by %okhārƯ� AEǌ 'āZǌd� 7irPidhƯ and 1asā’Ư Tuote froP Syedah 
CƖ’ishah�5A� that the Prophet�3� used to reFite Sǌrahs Al�)alaT and An�1ās Zhile JoinJ to Eed 
at night, then blow into both hands and run his palms over his head, face, the front part of his 
Eody� Eefore runninJ theP oYer the rest of his Eody� +e Zould do this three tiPes� Or as 7he 
Prophet�3� may have practiced.

Sǌrahs An�1ās and Al�)alaT toJether� are knoZn as µal�0u’aZZidhatān’ – 7he 7Zo 
3roteFtors’ or µSǌrahs of takinJ refuJe’� 7hese are apotropaiF forPulae to Zard off evil, 
including the evil eye, promptings, temptations, black magic and the casting of spells, etc.

%okhārƯ Tuotes 7he Prophet�3� to have said that Allāh�(0� has one hundred minus one Bl essed 
Names/ M aj estic AttriEutes� i�e� ��� Of these Pentioned in this Sǌrah are� 5aEE of the 
humankind, The 0aster of the huPankind� and (lāh�Allāh of the humankind. This Sǌrah 
carries one Divine Attribute of ‘ Rabb of the humankind’ which is common with Sǌrah �� 
Zhere it is µ5aEE of all Worlds’ – thus the EeJinninJ and the end of 7he Qur’ān is Zith the 
saPe AttriEute – 5aEE� 7hH /RrG &rHaWRr� Rabb, The L ord Sus tainer!  

This Sǌrah� µan�1ās’� Zas reYealed in 0akkah and FoPprises �� Ɩyāt� ,t Fonstitutes the last 
Sǌrah of the 3art �� of 7he Qur’ān� ZhiFh in turn FoPprises ����� Ɩyāt of uneTual lenJth and 
�� 3arts of eTual lenJth� With this Sǌrah� µan�1ās’� readinJ of 7he Qur’ān FoPes to a Flose�

Introducing �e Qur’ān by Badr Hashemi231



Closing Plea

O Allāh�

.LQGly change my gloominess aQG IHar RI aFFRXQWaELlLWy LQWR WhH IHHlLQJ RI  
comfort whil e in my grave.

O Allāh�

.LQGly haYe PerFy on Pe for the sake of 7he 0aMestiF Qur’ān� And Pake  
7hH 4Xr’āQ a source of enlightenment and guidance and compassion for me.

O Allāh�

.LQGly bless me with remembrance of whatever of 7hH 4Xr’āQ  
I may have missed Rr VNLSSHG LQaGYHrWHQWly ZhLlH rHaGLQJ.

And NLQGly bless me with the knowledge of that whichever I may be unfam il iar  
with and/ or ignorant of LQ 7hH 4Xr’āQ.

And NLQGly Eless Pe Zith readinJ of 7he Qur’ān in the hours of the niJht and  
in the hours of the day WhrRXJhRXW Py lLIH.

O 5aEE of the Worlds�

And NLQGly consider reading of 7he Qur’ān a plea aQG a SrHWH[W LQ VXSSRrW RI Py  
HIIRrWV WR EHJ IRr <RXr 3arGRQ aQG 0HrFy aW WhH 7LPH RI )LQal -XGJPHQW.
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M arriage: 12, 56
M artyrs: 7, 186
M ary: 45, 46, 49, 96, 132, 142, 239, 254
M asjid: 4, 23, 108, 114, 187
M en: 2, 9, 18, 20, 25, 28, 30, 33, 34, 36, 37, 41, 43, 49, 60, 61, 62, 65, 67, 76, 89, 96, 109, 118, 

150, 154, 165, 170, 172, 176, 207, 234, 236, 239, 243, 245, 247, 250, 259
M essengers/ Prophets: 2, 15, 34, 53, 56, 58, 59, 61, 66, 80, 82, 84, 86, 92, 99, 105, 126, 144, 

152, 162, 186, 234, 242, 249, 250, 253
M ilk: 141, 142, 178, 202, 255, 256
M iracles: 13, 32, 33, 112, 118, 237
M onasteries, Christian: 52, 241
M oney: 41, 239
M onth: 4, 51, 198, 200, 221, 224
M oon: 32, 49, 51, 59, 92, 118, 121, 152, 160, 176, 190, 252, 257
M oses, the Prophet: 4, 7, 12, 14, 17, 25, 34, 37, 43, 45, 47, 48, 49, 53, 58, 60, 62, 64, 66, 84, 

90, 91, 96, 98, 112, 114, 116, 132, 156, 168, 182, 196, 228, 230, 272
M other:  30, 48, 64, 71, 126, 142, 171, 204, 260
M ountains:  32, 33, 38, 46, 51, 122, 148, 166, 169, 172, 184, 204, 207, 208, 226, 237, 239, 

260, 265
M uhammad, the Prophet: 4, 8, 10, 13, 14, 15, 17, 18, 21, 22, 23, 25, 27, 30, 31, 32, 34, 37, 39, 

40, 43, 44, 45, 47, 48, 49, 50, 51, 53, 58, 60, 64, 67, 69, 73, 75, 76, 83, 84, 86, 90, 91, 96, 
97, 99, 102, 104, 105, 106, 107, 111, 114, 116, 120, 127, 132, 133, 136, 138, 141, 142, 
146, 147, 148, 152, 154, 155, 156, 157, 158, 159, 160, 162, 172, 173, 192, 196, 197, 198, 
202, 212, 214, 219, 221, 224, 225, 234, 235, 238, 239, 243, 244, 245, 247, 248, 249, 250, 
251, 252, 253, 255, 256, 257, 262, 264, 271, 272, 273

0usliPs�0usliP� FoPpilation of AhādƯth� �� �� ��� ��� ��� ��� ��� ��� ��� ��� ��� ��� ��� ��� 
97, 106, 108, 110, 124, 126, 128, 130, 132, 134, 154, 163, 194, 214, 243, 259

N
1aMrān� a &hristian stronJhold in �th Fentury A'� ���
1asā’Ư� FoPpilation of AhādƯth� ��� ��� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���
Nicknames, calling by bad nicknames: 108, 109, 250
Night, blessed: 8, 28, 32, 59, 73, 74, 88, 89, 98, 99, 112, 114, 123, 156, 163, 187, 190, 192, 

198, 200, 201, 228, 231, 236, 249, 252, 259
Noah, the Prophet: 17, 25, 27, 37, 45, 46, 49, 53, 58, 59, 60, 66, 67, 84, 110, 112, 118, 124, 

142, 148, 152
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O
Oaths� ��� ��� ���� ���� ���� ���
OfferinJ� �� �� ���
OliYes� ���� ���
Orphans� �� �� ���� ���� ���

P
Parables: 35, 41, 55, 237
Paradise: 17, 23, 50, 79, 88, 97, 99, 102, 103, 105, 110, 111, 115, 125, 138, 160, 162, 165, 

166, 169, 174, 175, 176, 178, 187, 188, 192, 195, 245, 249
Parents: 10, 14, 33, 41, 43, 45, 46, 61, 67, 71, 102, 226, 238, 268
Path, straight: 15, 35, 39, 40, 52, 64, 65, 71, 94, 97, 100, 105, 116, 146, 162, 243, 248, 250
Pen: 2, 146, 199, 264
Persecution: 21, 30, 43, 45, 52, 53, 66, 102, 130, 152, 178, 188
Pharaoh, straight: 17, 47, 48, 58, 60, 62, 64, 90, 96, 102, 110, 112, 118, 142, 148, 156, 168, 

178, 186, 240
Pilgrimage, to M akkah: 51, 223
Polygamy: 9, 75
Polytheism: 12, 21, 69, 85, 131, 188, 202, 221, 222, 244, 264
Poor: 23, 41, 69, 125, 146, 159, 186, 235, 239, 258
Possession: 209
Prayer: 2, 10, 47, 52, 71, 72, 88, 111, 134, 135, 137, 156, 163, 179, 180, 181, 211, 222, 227, 

244
Prophet: 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 8, 9, 10, 11, 13, 14, 15, 17, 18, 20, 21, 22, 23, 25, 27, 28, 30, 31, 32, 33, 

34, 36, 37, 38, 39, 40, 41, 43, 44, 45, 46, 47, 48, 49, 50, 53, 54, 56, 58, 59, 60, 61, 64, 67, 
68, 69, 71, 72, 73, 74, 75, 76, 79, 80, 81, 82, 83, 84, 85, 86, 87, 89, 90, 91, 93, 95, 96, 97, 
99, 100, 101, 102, 104, 105, 106, 107, 108, 109, 111, 112, 113, 114, 115, 116, 118, 119, 
120, 121, 123, 125, 126, 127, 129, 130, 131, 132, 133, 135, 136, 137, 138, 139, 140, 141, 
142, 143, 145, 146, 147, 149, 150, 152, 153, 154, 155, 156, 157, 158, 159, 160, 162, 163, 
165, 167, 170, 171, 173, 175, 178, 179, 181, 182, 183, 184, 185, 187, 188, 190, 191, 192, 
193, 194, 195, 196, 197, 198, 200, 201, 202, 204, 209, 210, 211, 214, 215, 219, 220, 221, 
222, 223, 224, 225, 227, 228, 229, 230, 231, 234, 235, 238, 239, 243, 244, 245, 247, 248, 
250, 251, 252, 256, 258, 262, 264, 267, 272, 273

Prostration: 19, 33, 39, 42, 46, 52, 59, 63, 74, 87, 93, 116, 117, 177, 199
Psalms, the Divine Scripture bestowed on David: 7, 273
3uri¿Fation: 12, 76, 145, 245

Q
Qārǌn�.orah� ��� ��
QiElah� direFtion for Salāt� �� �� ��
Q uails, food for Israelites in wilderness: 48, 240
Qur’ān� the /ast Word froP Allāh� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� ��� ��� ��� ��� ��� ��� ��� ��� ��� ��� 

21, 22, 24, 25, 26, 27, 28, 29, 30, 31, 32, 33, 34, 35, 36, 37, 38, 39, 40, 41, 42, 44, 45, 46, 
47, 48, 50, 52, 54, 55, 57, 58, 59, 60, 61, 62, 63, 64, 65, 66, 67, 69, 70, 72, 73, 74, 76, 
77, 79, 81, 83, 85, 86, 87, 89, 90, 91, 92, 93, 94, 95, 96, 97, 98, 99, 100, 101, 102, 103, 
104, 105, 107, 109, 110, 111, 112, 113, 115, 116, 117, 118, 119, 120, 121, 122, 123, 124, 
125, 126, 127, 129, 131, 132, 133, 134, 135, 137, 138, 139, 141, 143, 145, 146, 147, 148, 
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149, 151, 153, 154, 155, 156, 157, 158, 159, 160, 161, 162, 163, 165, 167, 169, 170, 171, 
172, 173, 174, 175, 176, 177, 178, 179, 180, 181, 182, 183, 184, 185, 186, 187, 189, 191, 
192, 193, 195, 196, 197, 198, 199, 200, 201, 202, 203, 204, 205, 206, 208, 210, 211, 212, 
213, 215, 216, 218, 219, 220, 222, 224, 225, 227, 229, 231, 232, 234, 237, 238, 242, 243, 
244, 245, 247, 248, 249, 250, 251, 252, 253, 255, 257, 258, 259, 261, 264, 271, 272, 273

Q uraysh, a tribe of M akkah: 214, 216, 266
QurtuEƯ� FoPpilation of AhādƯth� �� ��� ��� ��� ��� ��� ��� ��� ��� ��� ��� ��� ��� ���� ���� 

121, 123, 133, 135, 155, 157, 159, 171, 191, 194, 195, 197, 220, 222, 227, 271
Q utb  272

R
Rabbis, Jewish scholars: 273
5ahPān� al� +oly AttriEute of Allāh� ��� ��� ��� ��� ��� ��� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� 

230, 239, 252
5aPadān� )astinJ� �� ��� ���� ���� ���� ���
Ransom: 23, 235
5eliJion� of ,slāP�Allāh� �� ��� ��� ��� ��� ��� ��� ��� ��� ��� ��� ��� ��� ��� ���� ���� ���� 

221, 223, 232, 256, 267
Reminder: 39, 113, 164, 182, 238, 251
Repentance, sincere: 22, 91, 109, 223, 224, 251, 267
Resurrection, the: 1, 8, 14, 30, 32, 37, 43, 45, 47, 50, 51, 62, 66, 68, 72, 73, 79, 82, 84, 88, 93, 

101, 105, 110, 111, 119, 122, 138, 147, 148, 150, 153, 160, 166, 171, 172, 173, 178, 180, 
184, 188, 197, 204, 206, 207, 211, 217, 245, 249, 250, 257, 260, 266, 267

Retaliation: 10, 39, 95, 190, 238, 248
Rituals: 53, 69, 244
Romans/ Byz antine: 68

S
SaEā’� %iEliFal SheEa� ��� ��� ���
SaFri¿Fe� +aMM� ��� ���� ���
Salāt� 3rayer at desiJnated tiPe� �� �� �� �� �� �� ��� ��� ��� ��� ��� ��� ��� ��� ��� ��� ��� ��� 

70, 71, 72, 74, 76, 85, 88, 105, 111, 114, 127, 131, 138, 150, 156, 158, 159, 163, 179, 
180, 181, 183, 185, 194, 202, 211, 217, 219, 222, 227, 233, 244, 245, 248, 258, 267

Sālih� the 3rophet� ��� ��� ��� ��� ��� ��� ��� ���� ���
Satan, the accursed: 2, 5, 6, 13, 15, 17, 30, 31, 36, 38, 45, 47, 54, 92, 126, 128, 129, 172, 221, 

228, 230, 233, 234, 253, 268
Scale, of deeds: 18
Scriptures, holy: 7, 13, 22, 60, 66, 116, 182, 202
Sea� EeFoPes ink «� ��� ��� ��� ��� ���� ���
Seal, of the Prophets: 76
SiJns� 0iraFles of�froP Allāh’s� ��� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���
Sināi� 0ount� desert� ��� ���� ���
Sky: 29, 35, 166, 174, 184, 190, 220, 237
Slander, despised trait: 56, 109, 213, 241, 250
Sleep: 6, 43, 68, 74, 112, 222
Social etiquettes: 9, 10, 12, 13, 20, 31, 32, 39, 53, 60, 69, 71, 72, 75, 78, 79, 94, 102, 108, 109, 

124, 126, 132, 146, 170, 175, 188, 198, 209, 217, 225, 230, 233, 238, 268, 273
Solomon, the Prophet: 49, 62, 78, 86
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Space: 15, 26, 32, 33, 37, 40, 43, 49, 51, 59, 68, 72, 78, 80, 82, 100, 101, 109, 111, 166, 168, 
169, 178, 260

Spider, parable: 23, 66
Spirit: 32, 54, 97, 136, 200, 248
Spoils, distribution of: 20, 128
Stars: 49, 51, 92, 114, 168, 172, 173, 174, 220, 252
Submission: 14, 15, 18, 22, 32, 56, 69, 116, 176, 177, 199, 202, 234, 244, 261
Sun: 32, 49, 51, 59, 63, 69, 70, 92, 121, 135, 152, 160, 172, 173, 187, 190, 252, 257
Sunnah, practice of The Prophet: 21, 222, 227
Sǌrah��� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� ��� ��� ��� ��� ��� ��� ��� ��� ��� ��� ��� ��� ��� ��� ��� ��� ��� ��� 

28, 29, 30, 31, 32, 33, 34, 35, 36, 37, 38, 39, 40, 41, 42, 43, 44, 45, 46, 47, 48, 49, 50, 51, 
52, 53, 54, 55, 56, 57, 58, 59, 60, 61, 62, 63, 64, 65, 66, 67, 68, 69, 70, 71, 72, 73, 74, 75, 
76, 77, 78, 79, 80, 81, 82, 83, 84, 85, 86, 87, 88, 89, 90, 91, 92, 93, 94, 95, 96, 97, 98, 
99, 100, 101, 102, 103, 104, 105, 106, 107, 108, 109, 110, 111, 112, 113, 114, 115, 116, 
117, 118, 119, 120, 121, 122, 123, 124, 125, 126, 127, 128, 129, 130, 131, 132, 133, 134, 
135, 136, 137, 138, 139, 140, 141, 142, 143, 144, 145, 146, 147, 148, 149, 150, 151, 152, 
153, 154, 155, 156, 157, 158, 159, 160, 161, 162, 163, 164, 165, 166, 167, 168, 169, 170, 
171, 172, 173, 174, 175, 176, 177, 178, 179, 180, 181, 182, 183, 184, 185, 186, 187, 188, 
189, 190, 191, 192, 193, 194, 195, 196, 197, 198, 199, 200, 201, 202, 203, 204, 205, 206, 
207, 208, 209, 210, 211, 212, 213, 214, 215, 216, 217, 218, 219, 220, 221, 222, 223, 224, 
225, 226, 227, 228, 229, 230, 231, 232

Swearing, oath: 38

T
Table, spread with meals for Jesus: 12
7aErisƯ� FoPpilation of AhādƯth� �� ��� ���
7āJhǌt� al� (Yil� Satan� ��� ���
7haPǌd� a triEe Zho EeFaPe YiFtiPs of Allāh’s Wrath� ��� ��� ��� ��� ���� ���� ���� ���� 

178, 186, 190, 191, 263
7hunder� in praise of Allāh� ��
7irPidhƯ� FoPpilation of AhādƯth� ��� ��� ��� ��� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� 

231, 271
Torah: 7, 12, 17, 18, 36, 58, 63, 64, 66, 67, 106, 132, 134, 142, 162, 182, 234, 243, 254, 255, 

259, 272, 273
Trading: 134
Treasure: 1, 5, 7, 10, 13, 15, 18, 21, 23, 26, 28, 31, 33, 35, 37, 39, 41, 44, 48, 50, 52, 54, 56, 

59, 61, 63, 64, 67, 69, 72, 74, 76, 79, 81, 83, 84, 86, 89, 91, 93, 95, 97, 98, 101, 102, 104, 
107, 109, 111, 112, 114, 116, 118, 120, 122, 125, 127, 129, 131, 132, 134, 137, 138, 141, 
142, 145, 147, 148, 151, 152, 155, 156, 158, 161, 162, 165, 167, 169, 171, 172, 174, 175, 
177, 179, 180, 182, 184, 187, 188, 190, 192, 194, 196, 197, 199, 200, 202, 204, 206, 207, 
209, 211, 213, 214, 216, 217, 219, 221, 223, 225, 226, 228, 230

Treaties: 12, 23
Trees: 32, 45, 51, 121, 123, 171, 252, 253
Tribes: 106, 109
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Trinity, reference to the Christian doctrine: 12
Trumpet, heralding E nd-of-Time: 62, 88, 148, 158, 166
7utarƯ� FoPpilation of AhādƯth� �� ���

U
8Par Ein al�.hattāE: a friend of the Prophet: 56
Umrah: 12
Usury, the Prophet: 4, 10, 233

V
Victory:  20, 21, 52, 68, 106, 223, 241

W
WaterY  ��� ��� ��� ��� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���
Wind�  ��� ��� ���
WisdoP�  ��� ��� ��� ��� ��� ��� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���
Witness�  ��� ��� ���� ���� ���� ���
WoPen�  �� �� �� ��� ��� ��� ��� ��� ��� ��� ��� ��� ��� ��� ��� ��� ��� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� 

140, 142, 150, 154, 165, 170, 176, 234, 236, 241, 243, 245, 247, 250, 259

Y
Y athrib, city of the Prophet: 82

Z
Z ainab bint Jahsh, household of the Prophet: 143
=akāt�  �� ��� ��� ��� ��� ���� ���
=aPakhsharƯ�  ��� ��� ��� ��� ��� ��� ��� ��� ��� ��� ��� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� 

127, 129, 133, 137, 138, 141, 142, 145, 173, 179, 181, 183, 271
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continued with learning the Arabic language, grammar and exegesis of the Qur’ān and +adƯth 
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Well Yersed in AraEiF and (nJlish and Zell�read in the Torah, the Psalms, the Bible, 
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Inter F aith Perspectives’, etc. His books and papers may be viewed at and downloaded from 
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