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The Qur'an is the Spoken Word of Allah — the One God.
Thus this Book must be viewed and handled with the utmost reverence and respect.
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This is the Divine Book.
We have successively revealed it.
It is blessed and full of blessings.
So follow it!
And keep away from its disobedience!
Thus you shall be blessed with Allah’s mercy.

(Paraphrased; not literally translated)

Q. 06:155
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Preface
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First published in March 2013 under the banner ‘Anthologyof The Highlights of The Qur'an’ this
monumental work by my learned brother Badr Hashemi is now reappearing as ‘Journeying Through The
Qur'an’. It encapsulates direct translation of one-sixth of The Ayat/Statements of The Qur'an intended
for orderly conduct of life and living as peaceful and productive members of an inter-dependent global
family; remaining five-sixth repeatedly reiterates same universal values relatable to contextual realities
and situations at the relevant time. Direct translation of the Arabic Sacred Text is duly blended with the
context of respective revelations artfully flagged in italics. That medium was first employed by learned
brother for his six-volume land-mark scholarly project titled as ‘Paraphrasing of The Qur'an’ initiated in
late 1990's. Al-Hamd o Lillah, both sets of publications have been widely commended by a readership of
scholars of many faiths and not so learned too. It is specially useful for those who believe in peaceful co-
existence and actively build bridges without pre-conceived notions via inter-faith harmony.

Generally throughout human history, rational explanations were sought for the issues confronting
humanity in an attempt to comprehend “The Infinite’; the pursuit that shall always remain a mirage
regardless of one's belief and value system. The need for such a work becomes especially relevant in the
wake of emerging global scenario as issues of existence confront the humankind. Rising since 1970's, a
new type of religiosity, called 'fundamentalism',in many major religions including the three Divine with
'political spirituality, increasingly intolerant in vision' do not permit underplaying the urgency of inter-
faith understanding, as so painfully noted by Karen Armstrong.

The Qur'an authoritatively documents true origin of the Universe to declare humankind as best of His
creations bestowed complete mastery over its resources; provides most authentic historical account of
mankind with a comprehensive world view to encourage judicious use of natural endowments in an
inter-dependent Global Order at peace from within and without. Repeated expression of gratitude to the
Benevolent Creator, Rabb, Who so mercifully exposed all man-made hallow of the core fabrications in
the revealed religions made for petty mundane benefits, to urge guarding against subjective whims of the
misguided to exhort time and again virtues of the Path of Righteousness.

For the Faithful, core principles and specific provisions, whether voluntary or binding, were prescribed
for orderly regulation and conduct of life and living of an individual as a productive member of his
society, irrespective of cast, creed or race were expounded with utmost clarity. It spelt out the inescapable
regime of reward and punishment for every deed, big or small, with an unambiguous forewarning of
eventual accountability. In this divine scheme, consequences inherent in straying off the right course
pursued by His chosen and favorite slaves were expressly stated sans ambiguity. While reaffirming
human obligations, The Qur'an categorically and emphatically rules out coercion in matters of faith and
beliefsystems.

Uniquely concise in style, this work flags core principles and imperatives of the Divine Commandments,
primarily addressed to followers of Islamic Faith trained and tuned in contemporary learning in the West;
others are encouraged to read the Sacred Text with an open mind, to directly ascertain rational
explanations that may satisfy their inquisitive minds to facilitate informed choices without pre-
conceived prejudice or hostility to the extent possible. For the uninitiated among large readership of
educated classes in all faiths exposed to similar contemporary learning environment of the West, this
brief walk through is intended to cultivate, nurture and intensifyinter-faith harmony. Learned Brother's
own education at the global Centers of Excellence, living experience in many continents and intellectual
exposure to diverse cultural environs had motivated him to translate his deep understanding and
conviction that beyond the faith, all segments of readership are as inquisitive if not more, as the other.
This set of readers will also find this effort as an invaluably beneficial addition to the literature.

Islamabad Kh. Zaheer Ahmed
March 2016 Minister of State, Special Assistant to the Prime Minister
Formerly, Secretary to Government of Pakistan



Prelude

The Qur’an by all accounts and standards, is the most stirring event of history. It has been the most
intensely recited and extensively studied Book in all periods following its dissension upon the pure
heart and sincere soul of the last Prophet of Allah (peace be upon him). The Divine Book has been
the locus of reverence for the believers and focus of keen study by The scholars of Islam. This
tremendous scholarly enterprise evolved under the direct guidance of The Prophet (peace be upon
him), the prime teacher of The Qur’an, its living embodiment and the ideal executer of its mission
in history. With the onward progress of Islamic educational tradition, the area of Qur’anic
scholarship exponentially grew and expanded in both vertical and horizontal dimensions.

A very accomplished gentleman brother Badr Hashemi has included himself in the honorable list
of writers on The Qur’an. He has devoted his exceptional talents and energies to this labor of love
for several years and has delved in the depths of this shoreless ocean. He continues his utmost
intellectual concentration on understanding The Qur’an with great zeal and fervor. In the present
work brother Badr Hashemi has made a commendable effort to relate the message of The Qur’an
to the pressing problems of modern man. He has made a successful attempt to capture what he saw
the core of The Qur’anic message so as to make available the fruits of his labor to the present day
reader. A great many people find it difficult to devote so much time to ponder over The Qur’anic
discourse as the author of ‘Journeying Through The Qur’an’. His work provides the reader with an
easy access to the essential teachings of the Divine Book sent down for the guidance of mankind.

The methodology evolved by the leaned author to bring home the answers of The Qur’an to the
problems of modern life is indeed a praiseworthy service to the formidable field of Qur’anic
studies. The details of this intelligently conceived methodology has been sufficiently explained by
the author himself. Further, he has provided simple English translation along with The Qur’anic
text and supplemented the literal rendering with brief explanatory words in italics. In this way, it
becomes easier for those readers who are less familiar with Qur’anic style, to comprehend the
Statements of The Qur’an throwing light on the relevant issues that have been dealt within the
selected verses.

The value of the author's effort lies in his earnest attempt to elaborate the contents of The Qur'anic
text wherever such an elaboration was required by the brevity of Qur'anic Statements. When The
Qur'dn enters a theme of significance, its discourse is precedented or supplemented by similar
Statements at other places in different contexts.

Moreover, often times, The Qur'anic discourse proceeds on the basis of given premises. These
premises are intrinsic to The Qur'anic universe of knowledge and guidance. Without due notice of
this epistemological and teleological framework in which Qur'an speaks to man, it is not easy to
make sense of the perennial Qur'anic Message. The author of this work has supplied this necessary
clue to The Qur'anic world-view to the readers. This has been an essential task of every
commentator of The Qur'an. However, brother Badr Hashemi has performed this onerous task
without encumbering his work with copious foot notes.

In this way, the author has succeeded to bring forth a work of great utility in a single user-friendly
volume. He deserves our admiration and gratitude for this noble contribution. May Allah accept
his service to His Book and enable his readers to make the best use of this Valuable Companion to
the Study of The Qur’an.

Muhammad al-Ghazali, Ph. D.
Professor, Islamic Research Institute,
International Islamic University, Islamabad



Foreword

Brother Badr Hashemi's compilation of ‘Journeying Through The Qur'an’ contains much more than
selected portions of the Muslim Scripture. Additional materials provided beyond the title in
Introduction and explanatory statements, in italics, mostly from the primary (Qur'an) and secondary
(Traditions and Sayings of the Prophet Muhammad, Allah bless him always) sources are uniquely
invaluable in trustfully informing readers, which is generally absent or inconsistent in similar attempts
by earlier authors available elsewhere.

This novel approach adopted by Brother Badr Hashemi places his contributions in a class by itself,
especially if we keep the targeted audience for whom he undertook the challenge. This compilation
adds scholastic value and credibility because of the vast multilingual command, diversified cultural
exposure in formal professional settings, combined with religious training and expertise right from
author's childhood to the brief expose covered selectively but systematically, chapter-by-chapter, 1-
114, the compilation is a very worthy addition to meet hitherto unmet need of English-speaking people
interested in learning the gist of The Qur'anic Message written in literate English, as spoken in the US.

Within the same chapter, reading is enriched by sub-titles appropriately formulated to indicate the
intent and content of the Ayah/Statement under consideration. There is a common thread of emphasis
on behavioral, inter and intra communal, societal, and moral aspects of the guidance, without
sacrificing the mandatory aspects of acts of worship and the importance of obligatory religious duties
assigned for both the Creator and His creation, starting from parents, siblings, relatives to next-door
neighbors. Some of these aspects of The Qur'anic guidance have not been adequately covered in books
written by Orientalists or religious scholars, the former dwell on where the guidance lacks in their
perceived notion of gender equality, while the latter overemphasize the minute details of performing
religious duties.

Brother Badr Hashemi has devoted care and attention to what The Qur'an commands how to treat other
co-humans with whom believers come into contact during their mundane life on this earth, from
bedroom to boardroom. The compilation is emphasizing that guidance fromThe Qur'an is meant to lead
Mankind in all its affairs according to its basic ethics of Allah's Sovereignty, Prophetic Traditions,
Accountability in the Afterlife, without adopting any extremes of violating others rights to justice,
security, and freedom to choose between right and wrong; plus, the religion of their choice to follow.

The intended purpose of the compilation is to initiate, motivate, and attract the youth, who consider
English as their first language, to the Lastand Final Scripture, viz., The Qur'an, and its guidance to lead
the entire mankind for all time to come. The book, as a whole, does it successfully and succinctly so.
See also references, mostly from The Qur'an itself, interspersed throughout the text are helpful in
understanding the Message from The Qur'an itself and in convincing the reader of the argument,
augmentation provided appropriately by Brother Badr Hashemi.

The tone and approach of'the body of compilation is non-sectarian, true to the spiritual intent of Alldh-
consciousness, sincere toward leading to piety and righteousness, not adhering dogmatically to any
particular school-of-thought. The style of presenting the paraphrasing, notes in italics, and other textual
material is persuasive that is inviting both for Muslim and also for non-Muslim readers.
Comparatively, at several places, citations from Torah and Injil provided viz-a-viz Qur'an put an issue
in perspective from all three monotheistic faiths originating from the common patriarch Abraham,
peace be upon him.

This book has enabled advancing my personal learning of The Qur'anic message and modifying my
own knowledge-base of The Qur'anic understanding to serve Humanity at large. I trust it would
equally help in refining and fine tuning what everyone knows about The Qur'an, Islam, and Muslims.

Muhammad Zahirul Hassan, Ph.D.
Portage, Mich. USA

iii



Introduction

All Praise is for Allah - to whom be ascribed all perfection and majesty. He is the Eternal, the
Infinite and the Mighty, the Merciful and the Compassionate, the Creator and the Sustainer. [ beg
for His mercy and forgiveness. I seek refuge in Allah from the Satanic, accursed and evil forces of
my soul and the surrounding social environment.

I testify that there is no one worthy of worshipful reverence and obedience except Allah: the
Singular, the Unity. I testify that Muhammad bin Abd Allah bin Abd Al-Mittalib Al-Hashemi is
His obedient servant, His Prophet and His Emissary. He designated him to be "The Seal of the
Prophets' and 'Mercy for Humanity.'

Prophet Muhammad was and shall always be the most remarkable man to have received and
preached the Divine Word, led the greatest spiritual revolution, transformed a man-centered
society to Allah-centered nation, initiated fundamental social and political reforms, established a
dynamic and powertul socio-economic order that changed the worlds of human thought and
action, and left a most profound influence on history, culture and civilization. May the eternal
peace and blessings of Allah, the angels and the righteous souls be upon him. Amin.

The Qur'an is the recited speech of Allah, the Exalted. The Qur'anic imperative 'Qul’, i.e., read,
recite, state, declare, announce or proclaim - which introduces more than three hundred passages -
is areminder that the texts are to be read, recited, understood, practiced and preached.

The Prophet, Allah bless him always with honor, is reported by al-BokharT to have said: 'Read the
Qur'an for you will be rewarded at the rate of ten good deeds for reading every letter of The Qur'an.
Note that I do not say that alif-lam-mim is one letter; rather, alif is one letter, 1am is another, and
mimis yet another.’

He would often recite the Qur'an in a low but audible voice, and at times ask others to recite for
him. He would advise his followers to 'recite/read even one Ayah/Statement with mind fully
attuned to its meaning as it would be better than offering one hundred raka' of nawiafil’ - the
optional Prayers. He further said: "You can return to Allah nothing better than which came from
Him; recite/read The Qur'an!' In fact, a community that is given the Scripture and continues to
recite/read itand live by it, is in a relationship through which Alldh continues to guide it.

The tradition of reciting/reading The Qur'an appears to be slowly diminishing both in the Arabic
speaking countries as well as in the others. On the basis of a snapshot survey informally conducted
during my visits to and/or stays in Algeria, Iran, Iraq, Indonesia, Jordan, Morocco, Malaysia,
Pakistan, Turkey, Syria and interactions with Muslim communities in Canada, Japan, Taiwan,
South Africa, UK and USA during 1992-2001 and later in 2005-07, notwithstanding statistically
insignificant size of the sample, it transpired that only about three percent of the educated Muslims
had read The Qur'an once in their lifetime, while about seven percent were content with selective
reading of the Scripture, with a statistically insignificant number able to develop a rudimentary
understanding or any meaningful comprehension of the Divine Message.

The trend was more disheartening among the college/university-going youth, especially those
who were being raised in the English speaking environment in their native places and/or overseas,
where they were confronted with challenges of identity in the perspective of growing influence of
Western culture and hate campaign against Islam and Muslims.

It may not be unreasonable to argue that the situation may have worsened in the intervening period
due to increasing number of population entering that age-group combined by reduced family time
for in-house teaching and training as well as an increasingly hostile attitude against Islam.
Notwithstanding the challenges, it appeared that their lack of inclination was, inter alia, due to
huge volume of The Qur'anic body and non availability of comprehensible and friendly English
translations.



The majesty of Qur'anic style and the comprehensiveness of'its Divine Message in Arabic can never be
abridged to reduce its volumetric size. The very idea of reducing the volume caused a sense of sinful
guilt in my heart, notwithstanding my inadequacy to do so. The fact that a large body of the Muslims
make a highly selective reading of the Qur'an implies that an attempt in good faith to develop an
anthology of the highlights and for a good cause of motivating the Muslim youth to draw closer to the
Divine Message should not be met with resistance, remaining mindful that 'Alldh alone guides
whoever He wills as it is only He who knows best the ones who are amenable to guidance'— 29:56.

Thus giving my soul some comfort, | found guidance in one of the key expressions in 03:07, viz. Umm
ul-Kitab, i.e. Mother of the Book or Essence of the Qur'an. Hence, for purposes of this exercise and
remaining in spiritual and physical purity, the essence of each Siirah was captured followed by
identification of the common and variant themes between and among the one hundred and fourteen
Sarahs.

The language and narrative of the Qur'an is deliberately left with gaps so that the reader may actively
participate in its comprehension, thereby stimulating thinking process. The Qur'an is not for a passive
reader; it is for conscious people. Furthermore, the Qur'anic Ayat/Statements appear to be repeated
several times. The purpose is to lay stress on certain teachings.

Nonetheless, there are ensembles of narratives which are presented with a specific purpose, but none of
these usually present a complete picture in one place. Apiece told inagiven Siirahis likely to be Stirah-
specific. For example, the narrative about Abraham™ appears in Siirah six, twenty-one, fifty-one, sixty
and twenty other instances. In each of'these, a different part of his biography is told. Siirah Six is mainly
addressed to the idolaters and criticism of idolatry figures prominently in it. Thus, the Strah selects
from Abraham's™ life that incident in which he is shown as refuting his idolatrous people.

The connection between the incident and the Siirah's theme is obvious, both making the point that the
then idolaters of Pagan Makkah, if they wished to follow Abraham™ as their spiritual ancestor, they
must abandon idolatry and worship the One True Allah, a point relevant for all times for those
practicing idolatry and worshiping saints and spirits, objects and entities, real or myth, besides One
God, Allah.

Similarly, while Moses” is treated in great detail and at length, the episode highlighting his role as a
liberator, a lawgiver and a channel of Divine Revelation - that resembles the most with profile of
Muhammad™'s Mission - has been retained and so is the narrative of Jesus."”

The narrative about the creation of Adam and the fall of Satan and Adam, and the episodes from the
chronicles of history and other thematic issues are recounted on several occasions. But consideration
has been given to the choice of the one at 07:11-27 that appears to give a compact account of the episode
captured in Divine-Adam-Satan dialogue and the subsequent events. Thus, the exercise endeavors to
limit itself to one Ayah/Statement or narrative in each case, and cross referenced to facilitate better
understanding of the subject, its context as well as provide the whole message.

There are some eight hundred and eighty three Ayat/Statements that were revealed in response to
specific situations and circumstances, and/or in connection with a particular person or a group. For
example, 49:11contains three injunctions relating to social behavior:

o No one should ever jeer or mock the other, for it is quite possible that they may be better than them.
o Their women should not ever jeer or mock other women, who may after all be better than them.
o Do not find faults with one another, and do not taunt by using offensive nicknames for one another.

The first came for one Thabit Ibn Kais Ibn Shammas who mocked someone for his low social status in
the presence of the Prophet™. The second was a stern warning to Sayedah A’isha (613-678) and
Sayedah Hafsa who made sarcastic remarks about Sayedah Umm Salamah - all three were wives of the
Prophet™. The third was revealed in response to two complaints - one by Sayedah Hafsa, wife of the
Prophet™, and the other by one Ibn al Dahak.

Notwithstanding their specificity to individuals and time, all three injunctions are for general
application and for all times. This compilation covers most of these injunctions. The Ayat/Statements
sketching out the scenes of the Time of Resurrection and Judgment, and the Afterlife have also been
selectively retained as some of the seven hundred and fifty Statements dealing with natural phenomena.
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Allah Speaks to you, us and them individually and collectively through His ennobled Prophet
Muhammad, Alldh bless him always with honor. His Speech is filled with providential care and
guidance. There are over five hundred Ayat/Statements where the Divine Voice speaks through a set of
imperatives signifying an emphasis on matter of faith; like Qul - say, tell, declare, pronounce, proclaim;
O The Prophet/Messenger; O Prophet's Wives; O The Faithful; O Descendants of Adam; O Followers of
Former Divine Scriptures; O Israelites; O The Disbelievers; O People of the World. More important and
non-repetitive of these imperatives have been taken as the highlights.

There are certain passages which talk about the ultimate reality of all things, of the real and final nature
of the universe, of mind and the interrelation of mind and matter. A fair sample of such passages and
almost all Ayat/Statements speaking of righteous behavior and of practical life have been retained.

Overall and in resonance with split of the Qur'anic subjects, sampling of beliefs occupy the larger part;
morals and social behavior come next, followed by legal provisions. This constitutes one hundred and
ten five Ayat/Statements, or approximately fourteen percent of the full Qur'anic text, thereby making the
volumetric size considerably concise, yet presenting a fairly representative sample of the essence of the
Qur'an and its profound excellence.

The Qur'an is a unique and unmatched masterpiece of Arabic literature. The spirit, the beauty, the
eloquence, the depth and the comprehensiveness of the Arabic text can never be captured by any other
language. Translations can be dull and convey the apparent meaning, but remain devoid of the true spirit,
divine sanctity and powerful beauty of its eloquence and hence its impact. Strongly mindful of these
limitations and my inadequacies, I seek Allah's guidance and support to accomplish a faithful translation
embedded with true spirit.

This work is not strictly a translation. It is a blend of translation and brief explication, wherever
necessary, by adding words to make the translation comprehensible, dubbed as ‘paraphrasing’. It
purposely avoids long wording in parentheses, and does not burden the text with footnotes. Extreme care
has been taken to capture the closest meaning in English of every word/expression in Arabic of an
Ayah/Statement, and not to let it smudge with extended language. The closest meanings are expressed in
straight type script appearing in bold; the extended meanings appear in italic script. The two embedded
in each other present one simple, harmonious and expressive Ayah/Statement in modern and friendly
English. Best endeavors been have exercised to convey the Truth as the Whole Truth.

It is quite probable that an Ayah/Statement may not be understood on its first reading but clarity should
develop on the second or later readings. Similarly, a set of words or phrases may offer more than one
interpretation; hence there could be considerable variance among available translations as well as
whether or not the translator is a Muslim. In order to understand certain Ayat/Statements one might also
need to get proper perspective, notwithstanding that understanding would be influenced by one's
attitude, prejudice, and interest in Islam and The Qur'an.

This book is not and can never be a substitute for The Qur'an. It is only intended to motivate men and
women, young and old, to draw closer to The Qur'an by reading and understanding the highlights of
Alldh's Final Message to humanity conveyed through His Final Prophet Muhammad, Allah bless him
always with honor.

The Qur'an is not paper and ink. It is a Guide for ethics, morality, decency, righteousness and societal
change with focus on shaping one’s life on Allah's Will. It is blessed and full of blessings. Let blessings
of The Qur'an live in us, and enliven our souls!

Badr Hashemi

Grand Rapids, Mich.
hashemibadr@gmail.com
www.quranhighlights.com
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The Recipient of the Qur'an

Muhammad

The Seal of the Prophets and Mercy for Humanity

(Allah bless him always with honor)

Muhammad was born in Makkah, a commercial metropolis and a pilgrims' hub in the Arabian
Peninsula, in 570. He was the only child of his parents — Sayed Abd Allah bin Abd Al-Muttalib Al-
HashemT and Sayedah Aminah bint Wahb Al-Zuhriyya. Shepherd in early life, and then, as a young
person, he was a successful merchant. He married Sayedah Khadijah in 595 at the age of twenty-
five. They made a happy couple and became the parents of two sons and four daughters.

Muhammad was popularly reputed as friendly, trustworthy and a gentleman of impeccable
character. As he was attaining maturity, he was getting deeply disturbed by social and moral
environment around him. He found the idolatry and fetishism vulgar and social injustices
distressing. He increasingly began to search for a response to his own agony at the injustice and
chaos around him by resorting to meditation. He would go away from home for several days in a
row and stay in a small cave on Mount al-Nur, named Hira', on the outskirts of Makkah.

The seclusion continued for a considerable period of time. It was in 610 that he underwent an
experience of his life in Hira'. It was one night, after midnight, during the last ten days of the month
of Ramadan, that he received the Divine Call. It was the beginning of the Divine Prophetic Mission
for Muhammad, Allah bless him always. The Mission focused on three principal themes. First,
Allah - the Lord Unitary, is the absolute source of all social, religious and legal authority. Second,
all human beings are equal regardless of lineage, race and color. Third, the governance must be
based on humaneness and social responsibility.

Prophet Muhammad's life and mission made an overwhelming appeal to the masses. It uplifted the
status of women, gave rights to the under privileged, and regulated the moral and social life of the
disenfranchised. Obviously, it undermined the social and political authority of the ruling and the
privileged in Makkah. They felt threatened. They started a systemic campaign of intimidation and
persecution of the newly formed nucleus of Prophet Muhammad's followers. The campaign of
oppression and torture continued for ten long years.

Finally, Allih® guided His Last Prophet Muhammad"” and his companions to emigrate to
Madinah in 622. [t took him several years to strive and battle against tyranny, oppression and social
injustice. He created a generation of highly inspired Faithful for whom his words were the guiding
star of their lives. His words continue to be the guiding star for millions - past, present and future.
The Qur'an portrays this group of the Faithful in Statement 110, Surah 03 * Al 'Imran. Itsays:

- You are the noblest community that has ever been raised up for the humanrace.

- As you enjoin wholesome justice, equity and fairness, and, you forbid all that is
wrong,

- As you firmly believe in the oneness, supremacy and un-shared divinity of Allah.

It was in Madinah that he, slowly but steadily, set up the foundations of the first Islamic Welfare
State. He wrote the charter that guaranteed the political and economic rights of all men and
women. He established the code of ethics for times of peace and times of war. He set a track record
of personal examples of social responsibility and egalitarianism. [t is to this time that the Muslim
Faithful, around the world, are inspired to re-establish this model state as a political and economic
system.

While he was approaching the sixty-third year of his life, the Last Prophet” prepared himself and
his family for the Hajj - the only Hajj that he performed in his lifetime. On this occasion he was
pleased to be in the company of over hundred thousand Believing Faithful who gathered at Arafat



on Friday, the 09" of Dul-Hijjah, in 632. He addressed the Faithful from Mount al-Rahmah. The
essence of his address sets the foundation of his teachings and Mission for all times:

- Treat the life and property of every Muslim as a sacred trust.

- Hurt no one so that no one may hurt you.

- Do not inflict inequity and, as a consequence, do not cause
yourselves to suffer inequity.

- You are forbidden for all times to get involved in usury business.

- Treat your spouse with kindness. They are your partners in life
and faithful helpers.

- Stay fully committed to the worshipful obedience of One
Allah....Offer the daily Mandatory Prayers....Fast during the
whole month of Ramadan......Give a part of your wealth in
Zakat.

- All human beings are equal. The superiority of one over the
other is only by ones reverence to Allah, deeds of righteousness
and responsible social behavior.

- The Muslim Community constitutes One Family.

This appeared to be his last public address. This was also the time when he received the last
revelation (05:03), which wrapped-up his Divine Prophetic Mission to humanity. The Qur'an was
completed.

Back in Madinah from the Hajj, he was frail, weak and unwell. He was running intense fever. In the
forenoon of hot sandy summer of 632, while he was in his chamber, he was preparing to leave this
world, he raised his index finger and eyes to the Heaven and called out: 'Better the next world...’
With these words he peacefully left this world for a better world. His body was respectfully laid to
rest in the place where he breathed his last.

The green dome of the Masjid al-Nabi al-Sharif in Madinah al-Munawarah makes the canopy of
his resting place.

May Allah, His angels and all righteous souls send their wholesome blessings on Muhammad.
Muhammad, the person - Gem of a Person. Muhammad, the Prophet - Gem of a Prophet.
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The Prophet’s Family Tree

(Allah bless him always with honor)
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Glossary

Allah — It is an Arabic expression, a proper name for the Almighty and Supreme Being: The One God,
singular, who does not have a gender, parents, siblings, spouse, daughters and/or sons. Alldh is above
and beyond all description; there is nothing whatever like Him. Faith in One Allah is the fulcrum of
Islamic monotheism and obedience to His Will is the focus of the Muslim way of life. Alldh is not a
contraction of al-ilah, but a totally different word. While pronouncing the word Allah, the stress in
accent is on letter 'L' like 'b' in abbey. It appears 2,697 times in The Qur'an. Names and Attributes of
Allah, al-Asma al-Husna, are traditionally enumerated as ninety-nine epithets, on which is based its
systematic expositions about the divine essence —dhat - and its attributes —sifat.

Ayah/Ayit (pl) - Sign, parable, symbol, miraculous event, a Statement of The Qur'an. I have retained
the Arabic expression without translation because it cannot be rendered appropriately in English.
Translators usually translate Ayah as 'Verse' which I consider absolutely incorrect because The Qur'an
is not poetry to have a verse or a set of verses.

Blasphemy - Speech or writing that is derogatory to Allah*®""” which is the closest translation of Sacred
Text expression of takdhib - 'giving a lie, denial' and iftird, 'fabrication’. Inas much as Allah®"" and His
Messages represent the ultimate truth, blasphemy is denial of that truth or propagation of a falsehood in
its place. Blasphemy by denial (takdhib) is the outright rejection of revealed religious truths, such as
the revelations and warnings of Allah's Emissaries, revelation and inspiration, warning, and the
announcements of the Time of Resurrection and Judgment, and finally the Meeting with Allah™"™ (Q.
06:31;10:45;23:33;25:11;82:09)

Blessing - Allah®"" bestows blessings on humankind by way of creation and ordering of life and the
universe, sustenance, progeny, material wealth, health, protection, deliverance from enemies, and so
on. Expression of gratitude for Allah®"™s blessings is a fundamental obligation and failure to do so is
tantamount to disbelief. (Q. 14:28; 16:114.)

Dhikr — Translated as remembrance, commemoration, admonition, etc. In its context, it implies
following the Qur'an and keeping of the oracles of Alldh; Remembrance of Allah. The expression and
its various forms occur 292 times in the Qur'an.

Hadith/Ahadith (pl) — A corpus of explicit statement, text, maxim, saying or action attributed to the
Prophet Muhammad"; always naming both the transmitter(s) and the original source. Sometimes
translated as the Tradition. A number of compilations made after about two centuries of the demise of
the Prophet” are regarded as authentic on the subject; these comprise: Al-Bokhari, Al-Muslim, Al-
Tirmidi, Sunan Ibn Majah, Sunan Abu Dawood, Sunan Nesa'i, Mauta Imam Malik, and Kafi, etc. See
also 'Sunnah' below, where the two are comingled.

Haram — Sacred, forbidden; Sanctuary surrounding the Ka'bah (Makkah); also the Prophet's Masjid in
the premises of his final resting place in Madinah.

Hajj — The annual pilgrimage to Makkah in the month of Dhul-Hijjah, the twelfth month of the Islamic
Calendar; required of all adult Muslims once in their lifetime, if possible. The Hajj stations comprise of
al-Masjid al-Haram, Mina, 'Arafit (essential parts of the Hajj ceremonies occur here) and Muzdalifah
(a location some half-way between Mina and 'Arafat where the pilgrims returning from 'Arafat spend
the night in worshipful devotion) - all in Makkah and within its 13-mile periphery. It is one of the five
Pillars of the Faith of Islam.

Halal- A practice, custom or an act sanctified/made lawful by a Divine Decree contained in The Qur'an.
Itis the opposite of Haram.

Sama'/Samawat’ (pl) is normally translated as 'the heavens'; in fact, the expression is a metonym for
all the stars, moon, sun, galaxies, nebulae, etc. Thus, it has been paraphrased as 'the cosmos.' The other
connotation is the spiritual plane of eternal happiness. In Arabic Sacred Text, however, there have
always been two separate expressions used, sama' and jannah. The word sama' is used for the cosmos
and the word jannah denotes Paradise, the land of eternal bliss, the permanent home of the righteous
believers, and the opposite of Hell. 'As-Sama' has also been used in The Qur'an to imply the realm of
unperceivable to which ascend the good words and good deeds.

Hijrah — The emigration of Prophet Mohammad" from Makkah to Madinah; the year it occurred 622
is the base-year of commencement of the Muslim era/calendar. The Hijrah Calendar is different from
the Arabic Calendar.



Islam — Surrender/submission to the Will of Allah; theoretically the term is applied to the religion
proclaimed by all Prophets of Allah from Noah to Mohammad, Allah bless them all. However, the
name has eventually become synonymous with the followers of The Qur'an and Prophet Mohammad"™,
Jihad — Struggle, effort, endeavor, a state of striving for the Cause of Allah — utilizing all physical,
mental and spiritual faculties in accordance with the Shari'ah/Muslim Law to suppress tyranny, ensure
the right of an individual to home and freedom, prevent persecution in religion and guarantee freedom
of belief to all people; it also includes war/qital - there are different opinions as to the circumstances
under which it becomes necessary. Jehad is a non-violent activity and is not meant to impose Islam or
spread it by force — Q. 02:190, 256; 03:20, 104; 04:90; 05:14; 10:100; 16:125; 24:54; 109:01-06. The
expression is also applied to a person's own struggle against one's baser impulses. The expression
occurs about41 times in its various forms.

Jinn — Affirmed by the Qur'an as Allah's creation, are the conscious beings, intelligent, corporal that
cannot be seen by human beings. The Qur'an presents the Jinn, like humans, as good or bad. The
expression occurs about 201 times in its different forms.

Ka'bah - The cube-like structure within the al-Masjid al-Haram in Makkah, which is clad with black
covering. Itis towards this site that the Muslims direct their Prayers; but do not worship it.

Madinah - ~250 miles north of Makkah, the name given to the agricultural settlement of Yathrib after
emigration of the Prophet”.

Masjid - Usually translated as Mosque; place of worship for Muslims where the Salat/Salah is
performed - daily five times in congregation.

Makkah - the Epicenter of Islam and houses the Holy Ka'bah; birthplace of Prophet Mohammad™. It
lies about 45 miles east of the Red Sea port of Jeddah, Arabian Peninsula.

Muslim - Derived from Islam, means surrender/submission of one's being to One Allah and obedience
to Divine Revelations. In contemporary context, it implies obedience to The Qur'an and Prophet
Mohammad"; the one who has accepted the Faith of Islam.

Prophet/Emissary - Two terms used for prophethood, expressed as nabiyy and rastl in the Arabic
Sacred Text; the later denotes a divine office which does not necessarily bring a new Shari'ayah/Divine
Law; the former entails bringing a new/revised Divine Law. Prophet Mohammad™ is called by both.
Rasiil is also used for angle-envoys sent to Abraham” and Lot™.

P — appearing as mounted " on the name of a Prophet of Allah implies "Peace be upon him.'

Satan — Shaytan in Arabic occurs about 88 times in The Qur'an. Arabic/Qur'anic dictionaries term it as
the one remote from all that is good and true; exceedingly evil; rebellious; obstinate; perverse; far from
Allah's mercy; the impulses in human soul which run counter to truth and morality. It does not
necessarily mean devil.

The Qur'an —Also transliterated Qur'an, Koran, Qur'an, Coran, Kuran, Quraan, Kura'n and Al-Qur'an.
Divine Scripture revealed by Allah to Prophet Mohammad'"”. It is the absolute and unchanging Word of
Allah with spiritually nourishing latent content: a divine, eternal and dynamic text. Among other
matters, The Qur'an identifies scientific phenomena including creation of cosmos, space and earth,
astronomy, earth science, water cycle, animal and plant kingdoms, human reproduction, etc. The term
qur'an which, whenever it appears without the definite article 'al', 1.e. Al-Qur'an (The Qur'an), denotes a
solemn recitation, recital or discourse. In all its manifestations, it appears about 89 times in The Qur'an;
it comprises 30 Chapters of equal length, and consists of 114 Siirahs of unequal length. See 'Stirah'
below.

Rabb - The expression is used for Allah about 969 times in The Qur'an. It is usually rendered in English
as Lord, which I consider as too limited to convey essence of the expression 'Rabb.' Hence, I have
retained it as it appears in the Arabic Scared Text. It conveys not only the idea of fostering, bringing up
and nourishing but also that of regulating, completing, accomplishing, sustaining and perfection. It
also means originator of things and their combiner to create new forms. The lexicons of Arabic
language speak of all of them, and more, when they give the detailed meaning of the root Rabb, the
stress inaccentis on letter 'b' as 'b'in abbey.

Ramadan — Fasting from dawn-break till sunset/dusk; abstinence from foods, drinks, smoking, wife-
husband cohabitation, and human baser desires during 29 or 30 days of Ramagan — ninth month of the
Islamic Calendar. Obligatory on all adult Muslims, except for reasons of old age, sickness and travel,
etc. Itis one of the five Pillars of the Faith of Islam.

Salat/Salah —A series of acts/postures of worship, encompassing spirit, mind and body, performedina
fully described manner by Muslims five times a day — early morning, afternoon, late afternoon, dusk
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and night, preferably in groups, facing toward the Ka'bah; including the special group prayer of midday

on Friday. It comprises short recitations from The Qur'an. It is the cardinal form of worship for the

Muslims and is one of the five Pillars of the Faith of Islam.

Sunnah - The body of recorded words, actions, gestures and practices of Prophet Mohammad™ that

have been established as legally binding. This material constitutes the second foundation of the Faith of

Islam and its legal system, The Qur'an being the first and prime source. See also ‘Hadith' above, where

the two are comingled.

Sirah/Suwar (pl) — Literally means a fence, enclosure, or any part of a structure. In the Qur'anic

context it means an embodiment of a collection of Ayit, which may vary in length from 286 to 3 Ayat.

The Qur'an comprises 114 Stirah.

'"Umrah — Mini Hajj; consists three worshipful acts of al-ihram, al-tawaf and al-sa'y - all are performed

within the premises of al-Masjid al-Haram in Makkah.

SWT - This is the Acronym for Arabic 'Subhanahu wa Ta'ala' meaning Allah is pure of having partners,

and He is exalted from having a child.

Zakah/Zakat — The word is linked to zaka (to be pure); it implies expiation or purification of one's

material possessions, i.e. money, wealth and property - a fixed proportion of which is supposed to be

paid out yearly by the well-to-do Muslims as obligatory charity to the poor and/or for other defined
causes. It provides social security and is an important parameter of Islamic fiscal system. It is also one
of the five Pillars of the Faith of Islam.

Notes:

¢ The Arabic Particle waw, which is usually translated as ‘and’ does not always mean so; it can also
imply ‘but’, ‘yet’, ‘at’, ‘then’,”when’,whilst’, ‘however’, ‘otherwise’, and a number of other words
and particles. Always to render it as ‘and’ is to misrepresent rather than be faithful to it. Thus, it is
translated as the sense required, but not left untranslated as it constitutes a party of the Divine
Revelation.

o There are three Ayat/Statements at 22:18, 22:77 and 84:21, which have an evidence to portray the
Prophet’s practice of performing ‘sajdah’ - prostration-as part of the reading and /or listening has
been shaded.

« Arabic transcript has been inserted from Microsoft World Quran Plugin.



Transliteration Guide

There are ten characters in Arabic alphabet which do not have equivalents in English. These
comprise: & & b« «Ped & Tl In English the same sounds are some times spelt in more than
one way, and the same letter may be used to represent more than one sound , e.g. ‘C’ represent *S’
in ‘face’ but ‘K’ in ‘cloth’. Arabic spellings are much more regular and one letter or symbol
represents just one sound.

Over the years several attempts have been made to bridge the gap for transliterating the Arabic
sound correctly into the English language. Currently, a combination of three different techniques
are employed for transliteration of certain Arabic alphabets, which do not have an equivalent in
the English language.

1. Placing a macron (-) over the English alphabets to indicate long vowels of the
Arabic language; for example: .
Iman oWl Rasil  Jdsv Injil  J=
2. Placements of dots (.) under certain English alphabets; for example:
Hajj &= Mubammad  .2~: Tawaf Cajl  Saldt 3505
3. Underlining (_) certain alphabet or combination of alphabets; forexample:
Uthman ol Hadith e+
Notwithstanding the foregoing, there remains a considerable confusion in the systems in practice.
A normally authoritative and careful encyclopedia employs, within the space of a dozen pages,
three different versions of a common name like ‘Quraish’. At least three more spellings of the
word are commonly used, and another twelve spellings are theoretically justifiable according to
the various principles of transliteration of Arabic.

Thus, in practice building a usable romanization involves tradeoffs between Arabic and English
characters. Pure transcriptions are generally not possible as Arabic contains sounds and
distinctions alien to English. The choice of transliteration for this Study has been made as
presented in the table below which is a template developed by IRT,ITUL

Arabic ;i oo
Aiphabet Symbol Transcription
L:J th Sound between /s/ and /th/ as in thing, maths and teeth.
a *harsher” sound than the English initial /h/, and may occur medially and in word-final position as
C h well. Sound is produced by expelling the air through a narrowed throat in much the same way
as one fries to clear one's throat
t kh as fch/ in Bach in German, and in Loch in Scotish, but rougher
'; dh Sound between /z/ and /th/ as in this, father, worthy and with.
‘-,p no close equivalent in English, but may be approximated by pronouncing it as /sw/ or /s/ farther
back in the mouth, with a hissing sound as in 'bus’.
Ub d no close equivalent in English, but may be approximated by pronouncing /d/ and /z/ farther back in
i the mouth.
b t no close equivalent in English, but may be approximated by pronouncing /t/ farther back in the
¥ mouth, a little thicker pronuneiation as for 'tumble’
b 7 no close equivalent in English, but may be approximated by pronouncing ‘the’ farther back in
= the mouth; strongly articulated palatal /z/.
t 3 no close equivalent in English, a guttural sound in the back of the throat. ['a] say a-a-a-ah and try
da to raise the lower part of throat in order to narrow the passage through which air is expelled
8 no close equivalent in English, but may be approximated by pronouncing it like the French/t/ in
& gh ‘rouge’, and /r/ of Paris. Guttural /g/ but soft; requires that the throat muscles be in gargling
position.

Source: Hashemi, Badr, The Divine 99, IR1, 1IUI, Islamabad, 2015.
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Journeying Through The Qur'an

@ The Qur'an is meant for the welfare of humanity. Thus, it shall forever be guarded against all corruption and
all attempts to destroy it.

@ Mockery and opposition to the Word of Allah would never go unpunished. Whenever it is read with faith and
reverence, it serves as a healing of hearts and spiritual ailments and a blessing.

@ The main theme is the Faith, and the main issues that surround it: Allah's Unity and Supremacy, submission to
Him, His Revelations, the Resurrection and its correlatives. This life is transient to another permanent life after
the Resurrection, where everyone will be rewarded in accordance with ones performance in this life. The losers
will be those who deny Allah's Sovereignty and neglect His Guidance.

@ Everyone's dignity must be respected, regardless of one's religion, race, ethnicity, gender, or social status. Itis
by Divine Will that human creation follows different religions.

@ There is neither any coercion in matters of faith nor it is to be followed blindly or accepted unquestioningly.
It invites humanity to use reasoning and to reflect on the teachings of The Qur'an to find the indisputable truth
and attain ultimate salvation.

@ The Muslims are treated as any other religious community by being told that, when it comes to justice and
judgment, they shall not be afforded any special concessions. For them, as for all human beings, reward shall be
commensurate with conduct and behavior in resonance with Divine Injunctions.

@ The battle between right and wrong, truth and falsehood, would never cease, but the final triumph shall
always be to the believers. Stand firm on the right; do not cross the limits set by Allah in matters of belief, acts of
worship, business dealings, morals and human relationships, etc., for it is the cause of all disorder and
corruption in material and religious life.

® The Qur'an is Prophet Muhammad’s"™ outstanding miracle that if all creation, human and jinn, were to work
together they could not produce the like of even one Qur'anic Siirah. However, the real miracles are those
which are inspired by teaching of The Qur'an and work within a human soul - the transformation which itis to
bring about in the world, the moving away of the great mountains of ignorance which are obstacles to the
spread of truth, and the awakening of those who are dead in spirit.

e Allah does not change a people's condition unless they first change what is in themselves: thinking, attitude,
conduct and behavior — a mindset reflected in social behavior and public dealings.

e Allah orders social righteousness where materialism cannot dominate a Faithful's character and conduct;
urges fight against social corruption by preaching and drawing upon public opinion; forbids obscenity,
sodomy, adultery, fornication, commercial dishonesty and economic exploitation.

@ [t commands not to tamper with the property of orphans and under privileged; be fair and transparent in
business dealings, not to cheat and steal; speak for justice even if it affects one's family members; respect the
rights of the others: do not slander, do not malign; be generous but not a squanderer; be pure at heart and mind:
do not backbite, do not gossip, do not conspire, do not support vanity, do not bribe; be modest and
unpretentious: do not boast and do not show off.

@ Satan, the evil, has no real power over human beings. All it can do is to tempt and mislead those who allow
themselves to be misled. Thus they will have only to blame themselves for their choice of falling into error.

® Pecople need to be vigilant against all satanic temptations, realizing that as long as Allah's Laws are not
violated or abandoned, He will be forgiving and generous, otherwise His wrath can be overwhelming,
devastating.

@ Affluence and economic injustice are first symptoms of corruption and oppression, and the two are
incompatible with a system based on divine revelation, and, for this very reason, the punishment for its
negligence is very severe.

@ Every person's ability to hear, to see and to think shall be interrogated and called to account at the Time of
Judgment.

@ Whoever looks forward with hope and awe to meeting one's Lord Supreme at the Time of Judgment, must do
deeds of righteousness, not associate anyone or anything in worship, reverence and obedience to Him, and
firmly believe in the Message of The Qur'an revealed onto His Last and Final Prophet to humanity, the Seal of
Prophets — Prophet Muhammad™, may the blessings of Allah, His Angels and all righteous souls be on him to
eternity. Amin
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I seek Allah’s protection from the satanic, accursed and evil forces

o I B BTy

I/We start by the Name of Allah, the Infinitely Merciful 10 everyone, the Ever-Compassionate /o all.

01 * Al-Fatihah

All Praise, All Glory to Allah

01:01-03

a. The praise and gratitude is only for ALLAH - the One
God, while one can never adequately praise HIM and express
gratitude - 14:34, 16:18 and 28:70;

b. RABB - the Lord Creator and the Lord Sustainer - of all
worlds; all existence;

¢. the Lord of Mercy: the Infinitely Merciful to everyone;

d. the Lord of Compassion: the Ever-Compassionate fo all;
and

. the Supreme Authority at the Time of Judgment.

We Submit .....

01:04

a. Itis YOU - we consciously obey in worship and reverence,
and

b.itis to YOU - we call for help, mercy and compassion.

- andmake a Plea

01:05-07

a. Please guide us to the Righteous Approach of
understanding and practicing Islam and set us firmly on it so

as to attain Ultimate Salvation;

b. like the approach of those men and women, young and old,

whom YOU bless: the Messengers, the Righteous, the

Martyrs and the Virtuous - 04:69 - and the Faithful - 23:01-

08; and,

¢. not of those upon whom anger falls - 60:/3, and not of
those foo who are lost and confused, and are disfavored by

YOU.

d. Amin - O RABB - the Lord Supreme!

e. Please accept our plea.

02 * Al-Baqarah

Guidance Spelt Out

02:02

a. This Qur'an is the Divine Book.

b. Let there be no doubt in that this is the Absolute Word of
ALLAH - 32:02 - and no one can ever change its word - 06:34,
115and 18:27.

¢. This is a manifesto that provides enlightenment, direction
and guidance for those men and women, young and old who
endeavor to shape their individual and collective lives as well
as their social behavior in a manner that seeks ALLAH's
pleasure and eternal blessings: the ever ALLAH-conscious
persons.

01
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Journeying Through The Qur’an

Beliefin the Imperceptible, etc.
02:03-05
a. These are the persons who:
- firmly believe in the imperceptible and
- regularly establish the daily Mandatory Prayers,
preferably in congregation, in the prescribed manner and
atdesignated times; and
- spend a good part out of their wealth/possessions, which
WE have favored them with, in the Cause of ALLAH,
and community welfare.
b. And they also firmly believe in:
-authenticity of the Qur'an as the Absolute Truth from
the Ultimate Truth that has been revealed on to you
Q Prophet Muhammad, and
-all Divine Scriptures that were revealed before you to
the earlier Prophets containing one and the same
Faith and offering the same Guidance;, it included the
Scriptures of Noah, Abraham, Ishmael, Isaac, Jacob
and others; the Torah, the Psalms and the Injil, and
c. they firmly believe in the all-embracing concept of the
Resurrection, the Time of Judgment, and the Afterlife.
d. Thus, it is they who are the true recipients of Divine
Guidance from their RABB - the Lord Supreme.
e. And it is also they who are blessed with success in the
Afterlife.

The Deniers’Denial

02:06-07and 10

a. As for those who stubbornly deny and belie the truth of
these beliefs despite your preaching,

b. it is a matter of gross indifference to them whether or
not you pursue them and explain the consequences of
holding belief vs disbelief, they would never come to
believe.

c. ALLAH has sealed up their hearts and minds, and their
hearing, and their vision of right and wrong, truth and
falsehood is impaired with darkness of ignorance.

d. And an enormous suffering is ser for them in the
Afterlife.

e. In fact, there is spiritual sickness in their hearts that dries
up the source of their spiritual life.

f.So ALLAH - the One God lets their sickness grow.

g. And a grievous suffering awaits them for denying and
belying the Truth.
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Journeying Through The Qur’an

The Challenge

02:23

a. O People of the World!

b. And in case you doubt the authenticity and veracity of
OUR Revelation-the Qur'an - to OUR Servant Muhammad,
and consider it written by him - see also 69:40-43 and 44-47;
¢. then you are challenged to produce even one single Stirah
the like of it with its universal appeal, see also 52:33-34,

d. while calling upon your supporters fiom amongst the
human and jinn, other than ALLAH, if you are truthful in
vour allegation.

02:84-85
a. Again, when WE took a pledge from you - the Israelites -
that:

- you shall not spill the blood of one another, and

- you shall not force out one another from your

home/ands.

b. To this you agreed at that time and in full knowledge of
having understood what you were agreeing to.
c. In spite of this, you are slaying one another, and you are
driving out by force a number of them from their
homelands.
d. On the top of this you are collaborating and conspiring
against themin sin, animosity and aggression, and
e. yet if they come to you as captives/prisoners of war, you
hold them to ransom - past and present - although the very
act of forcing them to leave was made unlawful for you.
f. Do you then wish to follow only some part of the Book of
Torah and disobey the other?
2. So what could be the reward of those who do so and thus
disobey ALLAH's Commandments except for disgrace in the
life of this world, and grievous punishment at the Time of
Judgment?
h.And ALLAH is never unaware of what you do.

Magic and Superstitious Myths

02:102-103

a. And they follow whatever the satanic jinns relate to
them, which used to be the practice during Solomon's
reign.

b. In fact, it was not Solomon who disbelieved, it were the
disbelieving satans who did so, and thus transgressed.

c. It were they who trained people in sorcery, black magic
and witchcraft with a consequential disbelief in ALLAH's
Supremacy and destiny, and, that which was revealed onto
the two angels in Babylon, [rag, named Harit and Mariat.
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Journeying Through The Qur’an

d. But the two angels never taught sorcery, black magic
and witchcrafi to anyone without first warning:

e. "We are only a temptation. So do not renounce the
teachings of your Faith. By definition, the Angels are
sinless and faithful servants of ALLAH: although
influenced by Satan in this case, their purity is preserved.

f. Yet they learned from the two angels a charm by which
they could create discord between the man/husband and
his wife, although they could never cause harm to
anyone except by ALLAH's Will.

g. And they learned certain knowledge that would cause
them harm and bring no good to them.

h. And they knew it well that anyone who gets engaged
in this sorcery, black magic and witcheraft would have no
reward whatsoever in the Afterlife.

1. And how wretched was that for which they sold their
souls, only if they realized the consequences of their
deeds.

j. 20:66 speaks of the sorcery performed by Pharaohs
magicians as delusion.

k. And had they believed and embraced the Faith instead,
and became conscious of seeking ALLAH s blessings,

1. they would have certainly deserved a far better
reward from ALLAH, if only they knew.

The Right Paradigm
02:136-138
a. O The Faithful!
b. You should declare: we have firm beliefin:
- ALLAH - the One God, and
- that which has been revealed for us by way of the
Qur'an, and
- that earlier Scriptures were revealed to Abraham,
Ishmael and Isaac and Jacob and the descendants,
and
- that which was given to Moses - the Torah, and Jesus -
the Injil and other Prophets by their RABB - the
Lord Supreme.
c. We do not differentiate or discriminate among anyone

of them in matters of their Prophethood, and the truth of

their respective Divine Missions.

d. And to HIM alone we submit in worship, devotion and
reverence.

¢. In case they are prepared to accept the Faith of Isiam
the way you have accepted, only then they shall be
guided aright.

f. However, if they do not do so and turn away, they shall
be truly going too far in antagonism and discord.

g. But ALLAH shall be sufficient for you in dealing with
them for HE is All-Listening, All-Knowing.
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Journeying Through The Qur’an

h. The Islamic belief takes its Color from ALLAH and
which Message could give a better color than ALLAH's
Message in The Qur'an. This appears to be in response to
the baptismal water mixed with a color/dve by the then at
present Christians that signified that the baptized person
took a new color in life.

i. And to HIM alone we are devoted in our worship,
reverence and obedience.

Giving Life for the Truth

02:154-157

a. And never say of those chosen brave persons who are
slain in the battle/war to uphold the Cause of ALLAH,
where lives have to be sacrificed, that they are dead.

b. In fact, they are living; but you do not perceive their
existence dimension and living situation. See also 03:169.

c. And besides, WE shall also be testing your
commitment to Faith with a certain degree of fear and
insecurity, hunger, impoverishment and famine, and loss
of the property, and the lives and the fruitfi:/ means of
livelihood. This is necessary to sift true believers from

hypocrites, and thus make them worthy of Paradise.

d. So announce the good news of ALLAH's infinite
blessings to those men and women, young and old, who
endure these situations with self control, fortitude.

e. And they are the ones who, whenever they are
inflicted with an adversity, they say in all sincerity:

f. Indeed, we and our lives are dedicated to the Service of
ALLAH - the One God, and to HIM we turn for mercy
and blessings as HE controls our fate.

g. It is such people on whom descend wholesome
blessings from their RABB - the Lord Supreme, and HIS
mercy,

h. and, it is they who are guided aright.

Law of Compensation for Murder
02:178-179
a. 0 The Faithful!
b. Revenge/retaliation is decreed for you in cases of
deliberately murdered victim:
- if a free person is guilty then retaliation for it is the
same free person, and
- if not-a-free person is guilty then retaliation for it is the
same not-a-free person, and
- if a female is guilty then retaliation for it is the same
female - see 05:45, and
c. As for the one who is pardoned by the aggrieved
brother/family, let there be prosecution according to
goodness in vogue, and recompense for blood paid in
peaceful settlement.
d. This is an act of leniency from your RABB - the Lord
Supreme, and a merciful dispensation.
¢. Anyone who transgresses against the murderer after
granting pardon or accepting the blood money shall be
sternly punished.
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Journeying Through The Qur’an

f. 178(b) does not imply that a free person shall not be liable
to retaliation for a crime against not-a-free person or against

afemale and/or vice versa.

g. The Torah Law as detailed in Deuteronomy, while
decreeing murder for murder, does not provide for remission.
Thus, the Islamic Law provides an egalitarian and humane
version with its respect to human life and ensures a balanced
and equitable social system.

h. And you would find security and safeguard for your lives
in this system O People of Wisdom.

i. Thus you may attain piety and ALLAH-consciousness.

- The so-called ‘Honor Killing 'is a practice in some societies
of ignorance and it has nothing to do with Islam and the
Qur’an. In fact, the Qur’'an does not encourage the death
penalty where various rules are put in place to save lives,
including the lives of murderers.

The Institution of Fasting

02:183-184

a. 0 The Faithful!

b. Fasting during the month of Ramadan is made mandatory
on you just as it was made mandatory for people before
you - so that you may become pious in behavior, and
dedicated in devotion to ALLAH - the One God.

¢. You must Fast for a specific number of days: fwenty nine
orthirty of the lunar month of Islamic calender.

d. However, whoever among you may be seriously ill and
cannot Fast, or on a long arduous journey, then that person
is not obliged to Fast.

e. Nevertheless, it will be incumbent upon the person to make
up for such missed Fasts by devoting a corresponding
number of days later afier the month of Ramadan.

f. Furthermore, those who cannot endure it for reasons of
age and/or health, pregnancy, and infant-nursing mothers
should compensate for it by providing two-time meals of
the quality that one takes oneself to a poor person for every
missed day, or the equivalent in cash.

2. But the one who compensates vo/untarily more than the
one is obliged, i.e. by either giving more, or by deferred
Fasting or both, it shall be good for him/her:

h. In any event, itis better for you to Fast during Ramadan, if
only you knew.

Marital Relationship during Fasting

02:187

a. Cohabitation with your women/wives is made lawful for
you only during the nights of the Fast, i.e. from post-dusk to
pre-dawn.

b. They are as close as a garment to you in as much as you
are as close as a garment for them, and a source of mutual
pleasure - 07:189. The relationship between husbands and
wives is termed as mutual and reciprocal - 30:21 and 42: 11.

c. ALLAH is aware that you have been deceiving
yourselves - reference to the practice before coming of this
code of conduct - HE has thus relented towards you and
forgiven you.
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Journeying Through The Qur’an

d. You may now feel free to enjoy each others' company
with intimate affection, and seek whatever ALLAH has
foreordained for you: the offspring,

e. and you are also permitted to eat and drink af night until
the white streak of the wpcoming dawn can be
distinguished from the black streak of the night.

f. Then give up all that at 'd" and e’ above, and complete the
Fast until nightfall - dusk.

g. Furthermore, cohabitation with your wives is not
allowed while you are secluded in I'tikaf for devotional
retreat and meditation in the Masajid for ten or twenty nights
and days during the later part of Ramadan.

h. These are the limits set by ALLAH - the One God; thus
never draw anywhere near them and cause a breach.

i. Thus ALLAH sets full explanation of HIS Rules for those
men and women, young and old, who Fast so that they may
learn self-discipline and remain ALLAH-reverent.

Ruling on Corruption and Bribery

02:188

a. And do not devour one another's possessions, property
and assets by unjust means, and

b. do not bribe the officials in authority, with intent to usurp
rightful possession of the others, knowing well what you
are doing.

No Declaration of War; No War Crimes

02:190 and 195

a. And go to war to uphold the Cause of ALLAH with
those who declare war against you, i.e. do not be the first to
declare war, it should only be in self-defense.

b. And do not commit excess and war crimes.

c. Surely ALLAH does not like those who commit
aggression, excesses and war crimes. See 09:01-06 for
principles of war; also 60:07-09, and

d. spend your wealth/resources generously in upholding the
Cause of ALLAH and to support defensive measures.

e. By not doing so, do not cast yourselves into destruction
with your own hands, i.e. if vou are not prepared to pay what
it takes to defend yourselves, then you shall bring ruin on
yourselves.

f. And devote yourselves to doing good.

g. Surely, ALLAH likes those who are generous and
devoted to doing good.

h. In Islam, war is exception; peace is the rule. Most Ayat
relating to war encourage patience, self sacrifice and
strength during a war that is already in progress, a war to be
concluded when an assuring peace is insight. This conduct is,
therefore, a consequence, and not a cause of war
Furthermore, the Faithful fight not to lay upon lands, or to
plunder, or to conquer and humiliate people, but for freedom
of belief. A Faithful does not find security in treasures, but
with solidarity of Islamic society.
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Journeying Through The Qur’an

Hajj - Annual Pilgrimage to Makkah
02:196
a. And perform to completion hoth the Hajj and the
'Umrah in the Service of ALLAH - the One God.
b. In case you happen to be prevented from doing so for
reasons of war or hostilities, then send the offering/animals
for sacrifice what you may afford.
¢. And do not shave your heads or trim the hair, injunction
for males only, until your offering/animals have reached its
appointed place.
d. However, if any one of you is ill or suffers from an
ailment of the head or scalp and is not able to do so, then
one must redeem oneself

- by Fasting for three days, or

- by giving away alms in cash or provide meals to six poor

persons , or

- by offering a sacrifice of one sheep/goat.
e. Once the hostilities have ceased and security has
returned to you, if anyone wishes to take advantage of
performing the 'Umrah before the Hajj - al-Tamattii - one
shall offer animal(s) for sacrifice as one may afford -
camel, cow, sheep or goat.
f.In case one lacks the means to do so, then let one:

- keep the Fast for three days during the Hajj, and

- seven more days of Fasiing upon one's return to normal

place of residence;

- that s, ten dayin all.
g. This is incumbent upon the persons whose families do
not live permanently within the municipal limits of the
Masjid al-Haram/City of Makkah.
h. Act in due reverence to ALLAH's Decrees failing which
remain mindful that ALLAH is severe in punishment.

02:197
a. The Hajj timings are specific and well known from the
ninth to the thirteenth of Dhul-Hijjah, twelfth lunar month of
the Islamic Calender. The pilgrim would state the intention
whether the Hajj to be performed is al-Tamattd, or al-Qiran,
or al-Ifrad, i.e. Hajj and ‘Umrah separately, or both
combined, or Hajj only. Basically, it involves different pattern
of timings for abandonment of the consecrated state - ihram-
on the part of the pilgrim.
b. The one who undertakes the Hajj during this period
must abstain from all sort of behavior that conflicts with, or
disturbs, or distracts from the spirit of devotion and
meditation; in particular:

- no cohabitation with your spouses, and/or

-no aggressive and obscene language, and/or

- no disputing, arguing and wrangling.
c. And whatever good you do, rest assured that ALLAH
knows it.
d. Provide well for your pilgrimage of Hajj, yet the best of
all provisions is piety: ALLAH-consciousness.
e. So stay mindful of ME and MY Directives O People of
spiritual understanding and true Wisdom,
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Journeying Through The Qur’an

02:198-199

a. You incur no blame if you seek the bounty from your
RABB - the Lord Supreme by engaging in trade or
commercial activity during the Hajj/’Umrah, provided you do
notviolate observance of the devotional duties.

b. When you return from 'Arafat - on the ninth of Dhul-
Hijjah, before the sun sets, the grand day of Hajj, in a
concourse, continue the Remembrance of ALLAH as you

approach al-Mash'ar al-Haram: ¢he landmark of

Muzdalifah on the tenth.

c. And commit yourselves to HIS Remembrance in the
manner as you have been guided even if, in the past, you
acted like those who were lost and confused.

d. Then move with the crowd of pilgrims impetuously.

¢. And seek ALLAH’s forgiveness for the mistakes vou have
done in lifetime as well as during the Hajj.

f. Indeed, ALLAH is always all-Forgiving fo evervone and
Ever-Compassionate to all.

02:200-201
a. And once you have completed the sacred duties
comprising Tawaf of the Ka'bah, stay at Arafat-Muzdalifah-
Mina, Ramy of Jamarat and slaughtering of the animal,
devote yourselves to the Remembrance of ALLAH like
the remembrance of your forefathers, if not more; or,
preferably more intensely and with deeper reverence.
b. For there are some of the persons among the ones
Remembering ALLAH who pray:

- 'O our RABB - the Lord Supreme!

- Please bless us with abundance in this world.'
¢. Then such people shall have no share in the reward of
the Afterlife.
d. While there are others among the ones Remembering
ALLAH who pray:

-'Oour RABB -the Lord Supreme!

- Please bless us with whatever is good for us in this world

and that is good in the Afterlife.
- Kindly spare us from torment of the Hellfire.”

02:203

a. And dedicate yourselves to wholesome Remembrance of
ALLAH during designated days of the Hajj, i.e. eleventh,
twelfth and thirteenth of Dhul-Hijjah.

b. In case a person hastens to leave Mina after two days
instead of three days, it shall not be a sin, in as much as it
shall not be sinful for the one who stays on longer provided
oneis sincerely conscious of ALLAH's indictments.

c. And stay ALLAH-conscious by being obedient to HIS
Directives and Commandments.

d. And be assured that to HIM you shall w/timately be
gathered during the Time of Judgment.

e. Seealso 03:97, 05:01-02, 05:95-96 and 09:03.
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Journeying Through The Qur’an

Unqualified Submission

02:208

a. O The Faithful!

b. Enter the fold of Islam - fotal and unqualified submission
to ALLAH - the One God wholeheartedly and in its totality,
notselective or piecemeal.

¢. And do not follow the Satanic footprints: remptations
that can ultimately lead you to ALLAH's disobedience,

d. for sure he is your open enemy, seeking to lure you to
disobey ALLAH.

02:214

a. O The Faithful!

b. Being mindful of the history prior to your time, and the
difficulties confronted in pursuing the Path of ALLAH,

¢. would you reckon that you may still find an easy way to
the Paradise without first undergoing the suffering that
befell those communities before you? See also 09:16 and
29:02and 11-12.

d. In fact, they were made to suffer worst forms of affliction
and adversity, and they were so terribly shattered in spirit,
that even the Messenger at that time, and those who shared
Faith with him and followed his teachings, cried out in
helplessness:

¢. ‘When andwhere is ALLAH's help and support coming?”’
f. They were assured that ALLAH's help is definitely close
athand!

g. Notwithstanding the historical perspective, testing of the
quality of Faith and obedience to ALLAH continues.

Ruling on Marriage to a Polytheist

02:221

a. 0 The Faithfil!

b. And do not take in marriage polytheist, an idolater
and/or pagan women unless they enter the fold of Islam.

c. To marry a believing slave woman is certainly better and
preferable than a free polytheist, idolater and/or pagan
woman even though she may immensely fancy you with her
beauty, riches, and social status.

d. Similarly, do not take in marriage polytheist, idolater
and/or pagan men unless they enter the fold of 1slam.

¢. To marry a believing slave is certainly better and more
profound than a free man who is polytheist, idolater and/or
pagan even though he may immensely fancy you with his
riches and social status.

f. These situations may be tempting, but they lead you closer
to the Hellfire. See also 05:035.

g. Whereas ALLAH leads you, by HIS Grace, to the
Paradise, and /o forgiveness of your sinful deeds.

h. And HE makes clear HIS Injunctions to people so that
they may remain mindful of their subservient obedience to
HIM.

Ruling on Cohabitation with Wives during their
Menses

02:222

a. And they also ask you O Prophet Muhammad about the
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Journeying Through The Qur’an

cohabitation between wife and husband during menses of the
former.
b. Tell them:

-'Itis a painful and unclean condition.

- So keep away from your wives during their
menstruation - the purpose is to protect women s health

from being burdened by husbands desires at a wrong
time.

- And do not come near them until they have cleansed by
way of taking ritual bath.

- Once they have cleansed themselves, and ritually taken a
bath, you may then approach them for cohabitation as
ALLAH has enjoined upon you.

c. Surely, ALLAH likes those who turn to HIM in constant
repentance ifthey had transgressed against this prohibition.
d. And, HE also likes those spouses who strive to keep
themselves ritually clean.

e. The Torah/Leviticus 15:19-33 considers menstruating
women unclean for seven days and during that period
whoever she sits/stays with is also considered unclean and
whoever touches her or sits where she sits must wash and
bathe. In Islam the general rule is from three to ten days when
she would also not perform her worshipful duties; otherwise,
there are no restrictions on her for family get-together and
social interaction.

Rules of Divorce

02:226-227

a. In times of married life when spouses, for one reason or
another, find themselves drawn away from each other; in such
situations, some hushands who swear to keep away from
their wives should wait for four /unar months.

b. Then, if they change their mind and go back on their oath,
and reconcile during this period of four lunar months, then,
surely ALLAH is all-Forgiving for their violation of oath, as
HE is Ever-Compassionate.

¢. However if the period of four months lapses, and they are
determined to divorce their wives, then lef them declare it
while remaining mindful that ALLAH is all-Listening oo,
and ever-Aware of all and everything.

02:228

a. Given their belief in Supremacy of ALLAH, adherence to
HIS Injunctions and the Time of Judgment, the divorced
women must wait by themselves, without remarrying, for
three menstruations immediately following the divorce.

b. And, it is not lawful for them to conceal what ALLAH
might have created in their wombs and they may be in a

family way/pregnant.

¢. In such times their husbands are entitled to take them
back, should they desire reconciliation and settlement.

d. In accordance with the practice in vogue, the wives have
the same rights and obligations in relation to their
husbands, as are expected in all fairness and decency from
them, although the men/hushands have an advantage over
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Journeying Through The Qur’an

them hecause her provision is his responsibility, not hers.
¢.And ALLAH is all-Mighty, all-Wise.

f. Given the mutual rights of husbands and wives, the
corollary is that when the wife can no longer bear to live with
her husband, and she offers to pay back the bridal money,
there appears to be no reason not to grant her wish to leave
her husband.

02:229
a. Revocable divorce, or renunciation of one's wife on oath, is
to be pronounced two times, then it means:

- either he retains her in generosity,

-or allow her to leave in a decent way and with kindness.
b. While dissolving the marriage tie, it is not lawful for
husbands to take back anything from the departing wives
that they had given them as bridal money, or gifis on other
occasions, unless both husband and wife have a cause to fear
that they may not be able to keep within the bounds set by
ALLAH.
c. Then, if you have a cause to fear that you would not be
able to keep within the bounds set by ALLAH, in which
case it shall be no blame on either of them for what the
wife may give up to her husband in order to free herself from
the marriage tie, i.e. by paying back all or a part of the bridal
money, as mutually agreed.
d. These are the limits set by ALLAH, so do not violate or
overstep them.
¢. Whoever violates or oversteps the limits set by ALLAH
shall be of the worst in wrongdoing and disobedience.

02:230

a. Should he finally divorce his wife, by pronouncing it for
the third time,

b. she shall instantly become unlawful for him until such
time that she consummates marriage with another person
than him,

¢. then, if he, the other husband divoerces her in normal
course of time and circumstances, in which case it shall be
no sin for either of them to return to the other and remarry,
d. provided, of course, they both are convinced that they
shall he able to keep within the limits set by ALLAH - the
One God.

¢. And these are the limits set by ALLAH, which HE
makes clear to people, who have understanding of the
consequences of violating these limits.

Divorcing Couples: Show Goodwill
02:231
a. And once you have divorced your women/wives, and
they are about to reach the end of their waiting period,
then:

-either retain them in all decency,

-orletthem go away in all decency.
b. And do not retain them against their free will and out of
malice with the intent to harass or intimidate them lest you
should transgress.
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Journeying Through The Qur’an

¢. And whoever does so shall definitely do wrong to
oneself.

d. The Prophet, ALLAH bless him always, is reported by Abu
Dawiid to have said: Of the lawful things, the most abhorrent
in the Sight of ALLAH is pronouncing a divorce. Or, as the
Prophet may have said.

e. And do not take ALLAH's Decrees in a frivolous
manner, and thus make a mockery by not respecting them.

f. And remember the favors that ALLAH has conferred
on you, and the Book of the Qur'an, and the Wisdom to
exhort you of the consequences of being disobedient to HIS
Injunctions.

g. Stay conscious of ALLAH's Decrees, and be mindful
that ALLAH is definitely wel/ Aware of everything.

h. See also 65:01-07.

Estranged Wife: Show Compassion

02:232

a. And when you have divorced your wives, and they have
reached the end of their waiting period,

b. the relatives and friends must not prevent them from re-
marrying prospective men of their choice, including their
former husbands, provided they both agree to do so on
mutually equitable terms and socially acceptable norms.

¢. This is enjoined upon every one of you, who believes in
the Supremacy of ALLAH 5 Injunctions, and the Last Day,
when you would be held accountable for your intentions and
conduct.

d. This is more virtuous for you as well as more righteous.
¢. And ALLAH knows whereas you do not know what is
fitting in the situation.

Child Carein Broken Families

02:233

a. Mothers shall breast-feed their babies for two full years
provided they - both parents - like to complete the breast-
feeding period.

b. In this case, the breast-feeding mothers who are divorced,
and babies must be maintained and looked after in a fair
manner by baby's father.

c. Yet fathers should not be burdened to bear expenses
beyond their reasonable and known economic means.

d. Neither the mothers should be allowed to cause her
baby to suffer nor should the father cause suffering to his
baby, i.e. the baby should not be used by either parent as a
pretext to put pressure on the other.

e. The same responsibility towards the nursing mother
devolves down to father's heir, if the father dies.

f. But, if by mutual consultation and agreement, both
parents decide upon separation of the mother and the
baby, the two shall incur no blame.

g. It shall a/so not be a blame on your part if you - babys
Jfather - decide to employ for your babies foster-mothers,
provided you compensate the foster-mothers in a fair
manner and according to practice in vogue.
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Journeying Through The Qur’an

h. And remain conscious ofiALLAH's Commandments, and
also be mindful that ALLAH is always watching all that
you do.

Rules Governing Widows

02:234

a. As and when any one of you dies and leaves the wives
behind as widows, the widows should keep themselves
aloof from the men whom they could potentially marry for
four months and ten days, which is slightly more than that
Jfor a divorcee, unless a widow is in a family way, in which
case, her waiting period extends until she has delivered.

b. When they have reached the end of their waiting period,
it shall be no blame for you, as parents or guardians, to let
them re-marry whoever they choose for themselves
provided they do so in the bounds of decency and socially
acceptable norms based on principals of Islam.

c. And et them be mindfil that ALLAH is all-Aware of what
you do.

02:235

a. And it shall not bring you blame if you give a hint of an
intended marriage-offer to any one of these widowed
women privately, or keep the intention within yourself
during their obligated period of waiting.

b. ALLAH is aware of your intentions to ask them in
marriage, but do not propose anything in secret unless
you make a formal statement;

¢. however, if you do so, speak to them discreetly, and
according to Islamic values.

d. Do not tie the knot of marriage until the waiting period
has reached its term.

e. And you should know that ALLAH has full knowledge
of your intentions and thoughts; thus fear HIM as HE
shows no haste in punishing.

f. And remember that ALLAH is definitely all-Forgiving
and all-Forebearing.

Breaking up the Marriage

02:236

a. It shall not be a cause of any blame if you divorce
women/wives with whom you made a marriage contract but
have not vet touched them in skin-to-skin cohabitation, or
the bridal money - roken of economic security - has not yet
been settled.

b. But even in such a situation, provide for them in fairness;
the well-to-do according to his means and resources, and
the poor according to his means and resources - a provision
according to practice in vogue.

c¢. This is due in all fairness from those men who act kindly
in accordance with ALLAH's Will.
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Journeying Through The Qur’an

02:237

a. However, if you divorce them before you have touched
them in skin-to-skin cohabitation, but after their bridal
money has been settled, then

b. give them half of what you have settled, unless they
voluntarily agree to waive it, or the one in whose hand is
the marriage-tie, her guardian, foregoes the claim.

c. But it is more appropriate that you - the husbands -
should forego it, as it is closer to piety and ALLAH-
CONSCIOUSRESS.

d. And never forget to be generous between/among
yourselves.

e. Let them be mindful that ALLAH is definitely watchful of
all that you do.

The Unique Attributes

02:255

a. ALLAH is the One beside WHOM there is no one and
shall never be an entity, real or myth, worthy of worship,
reverence and obedience.

b. HE is the Ever-Living, the Ever-Lasting.

¢. Neither drowsiness overtakes HIM nor sleep - ro any
degree and in any form. See also 07:180. This outrightly
rejects the distortion seeped into the Torah depicting ALLAH
as resting orsleeping: Genesis 02:02 and Exodus 31:17.

d. To HIM alone belongs all and whatever has existed since
eternity, exist now, and/or may be caused to exist to infinity in
the cosmos system and in and on the earth and beyond after
HE would have passed HIS Verdict on the Day for everything.
¢. Who is there that can intercede with HIM on behalf of
someone except with HIS permission?!

f. HE knows all that is present and past and future of the
existence; apparent and hidden.

g. They - human and jinn - can never grasp the
wholesomeness of HIS Knowledge except a little of
whatever HE may wish them to attain.

h. The Supremacy of HIS Authority overspreads the
cosmos system and the earth and in-between and beyond,
the upholding of which does not burden HIM.

i. And HE is the all-Exalted, and the Supremely Great.

j. 02:235 is called Avat al-Kursi. The Prophet, ALLAH bless
him always, is reported by Al-Bokhari to have said: Recite it
while going to bed at night for then there would be a guard
from ALLAH to protect vou and no evil would come near you.
Or, as the Prophet may have said.

No Intimidation, No Coercion in Religion

02:256

a. There shall never be any intimidation, coercion, or
compulsion in matters of Faith or religion - it is a matter of
conviction that does not come through threats or pressure.

b. The right guidance fo salvation is now distinct through
Islam from all other - previous and future - erroneous
beliefs, faiths and cults.
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Journeying Through The Qur’an

¢. Hence whoever renounces the forces and systems of evil
and tyranny, and puts full and firm faith in ALLAH - the
One God, and Islam, has indeed taken hold of a firm and
unbreakable support.

d.And ALLAH is all-Listening, all-Knowing.

02:257

a. ALLAH - the One God is the Patron of the Faithful.

b. HE guides them out of all kinds of spiritual and
intellectual darkness and ignorance to the Light of Islam
and The Qur'an.

¢. Whereas those men and women, young and old who
disbelieve and challenge the truth of Islam and The Qur'an,
their patrons are fores and systems of evil, which lead them
away from the Light to folds of darkness.

d. It is they who shall be People of the Hellfire, and they
shall remain therein for good.

Virtues of Sharing Virtues

02:261

a. Those men and women, young and old, who generously
spend their wealth/resources in the Cause of ALLAH may
be compared to a grain of corn which sprouts into seven
ears, with each ear bringing a hundred grains: thus every
good deed is blessed with a reward of seven hundred times!

b. Thus, ALLAH grants the abundance of many-fold to
whoever HE pleases.

c.And ALLAH is all-Encompassing, all-Knowing,

Nullifying Charitable Donations

02:264

a. 0 The Faithful!

b. Do not nullify your charitable deeds by vaunting your
own generosity, and/or by taunts or humiliation thereby
hurting the feelings and self-respect of those to whom you
give charity.

¢. Their example is like the person who spends for sake of
ostentation to impress the people, but s/he neither believes
in ALLAH's Unity, HIS Revelations, nor in the process of
accountability at the Time of Judgment.

d. Such a person's likeness is the likeness of a smooth rock
covered with dust; as rain falls on it, the dust is washed
away, exposing the bare rock, i.e. the reward of any/all good
deeds is lost.

e. They shall have no power to re-seek any reward for
whatever apparent good they might have done in this life.

f. And ALLAH does not guide fo the path of goodness those
men and women, young and old, who boast and show-off for
they are deniers of ALLAH's Authority and Directives.
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Journeying Through The Qur’an

Quality of Charitable Donations

02:267

a, O The Faithful!

b. Spend on the less-privileged in charity out of the wealth
and possessions you have lawfully earned and/or acquired -
as defined by divine decree - and what is pleasing among your
earnings;

c. as well as out of that which WE bring out as produce
from the land for you: both agricultural and mineral.

d. Do not choose 7o give in charity what is inferior in quality
and grade, and which you would not accept without
belittling it and treating it with disdain.

e. And remember that you donate for your own good, as it
benefits ALLAH in no way, for ALLAH is All-Wealthy, and
Worthy of All Praise.

Interest Exploits the Needy

02:275

a.In a sharp contrast to charity and the people who give out in
the Cause of ALLAH, community welfare and human
development, the people who live off the usury business
shall not be raised at the Time of Resurrection, but like a
person whom Satan has confounded by his touch.

b. This being so because they argue: usury business is like
normal business activity in so far as the objective of both is to
make financial gains.

¢. While ALLAH has permitted business activity, HE has
made usury business haram, i.e. unlawfill by divine decree;
trading is open to the risk of loss, and requires tangible inputs
from the entrepreneur, while usury business is aimed at
bringing guaranteed financial gain to the lender in all
circumstances.

d. Hence, whoever correctly understands such an instruction
from one’s RABB - the Lord Supreme, and thereupon stops
doing so, shall be entitled to retain past usurious gains
legally, and the matter shall ul/timately be judged by
ALLAH - the One God.

¢. But as for those men and women, young and old, who do
so over and over again by considering it lawful, shall be
Companions of the Hellfire.

f. They shall remain in it forever.

Business Devoid of Blessings

02:276

a. ALLAH deprives usurious gains, which are apparently
considered to increase wealth, from all blessings: any
transaction involving guaranteed return is usurious;

b. whereas HE blesses and augments almsgiving and
charitable donations, which are apparently considered to
decrease wealth.

c. ALLAH does not like the habitual impious and
stubbornly sinful - hence to legalize interest and build life of
the society on it is a sinful offence.
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Journeying Through The Qur’an

Waive the Interest

02:278

a. O The Faithful!

b. Stay obedient to ALLAH’s Injunctions in respect of
usurious income.

c. Therefore, do not even ask for or claim whatever is due
to you from usury/interest - if you are #ruly Faithful, and
hence you act in accordance with the obligations of your
belief.

The Alternative is Gloomy

02:279

a. And in case you do not stop from dealing in usury business
notwithstanding weather you consider it lawful or unlawfil,
b. then be warned that ALLAH and HIS Last Messenger
Muhammad shall be at war with you: expressing a grave
situation.

c. However, if you repent sincerely even now, and give it up
Jor good, then you shall be entitled to your principal
capital.

d. Thus you shall neither be doing wrong /o others, nor you
shall be wronged.

Lighten the Burden of Suffering

02:280

a. And in case a debtor should be in strained financial
circumstances, postpone the recovery of principal debt to
allow sufficient grace period for the debtor’s financial
circumstances improve.

b. However, if you make any remission, or waive the debt
altogether as goodwill, it shall be better for you by way of
reward in this life as well as in the Afterlife - if you truly know
the concept of human welfare in Islam.

Record Business/Debt Transactions

02:282

a. 0 The Faithful!

b. Whenever you contract a debt loan fiom one another for
aspecified period of time, record itin writing.

¢. Let a trustworthy scribe write it down between you with
all fairness.

d. And let no scribe refuse to write it down as ALLAH has
taught him in accordance with relevant laws promulgated in
the Qur’an.

e. Let the debror who incurs the liability dictate, not the
lender.

f. Let the scribe stay conscious of RABB - the Lord
Supreme, and HIS dictates.

g. The scribe should be fearfil of causing any offence to
ALLAH, and hence do not omit any part of it.

h. However, if the debtor is intellectually deficient, or
superannuated in age, or a minor, or a mute, or speaker of a
language not known to the scribe, or unable to explain
and/or dictate, then the person who is the care-taker of
debtor's interests, i.e. the legal guardian, or his/her agent,
should dictate the terms in all fairness.
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Journeying Through The Qur’an

i. Along with the recording in writing, you must seek two
adult male witnesses from amongst you as an extra
guarantee of authenticity.

J- In case two adult males cannot be readily available, then
one male adult and two female adults, whom you approve,
may act as witnesses.

k. This being so in case where one of the two female
witnesses may happen to have been confused for a number
of reasons, viz. lack of experience or knowledge, or failure to
understand the subject matter, or the ramifications of the
contract, the other could promptand/or remind her,

L. Islam does not demand two women in place of one man in all
cases of testimony. For example, whether it be wife or
husband, whoever accuses the other of adultery, either of the
two must swear by ALLAH four times in support of his/her
accusation. See 24:04-10.

m. Furthermore, the testimony of two women is not sought in
place of a man in the matters in which women have greater
knowledge than men.

n. Also in matters of belief or disbelief, virtue or sin, morality
or immorality, enjoyment of the worldly or After-worldly
rewards, or application of punitive sanctions, there is no
difference between man and woman - both are equal. Thus,
the common perception that a male is equal to two females in
all situations and circumstances, is a travesty.

0. Witnesses must not refuse to give evidence as and when
called upon to do so.

p- Hence, you O Scribes! Do not fail to write down every
contractual provision - be the amount small or big -
together with its tenure, and the date when it falls due.

q. This procedure is more equitable in the Sight of ALLAH,
as well as it lends greater credence to the testimony and is
more likely to avoid any /ater doubts.

r. As for a business deal or a commercial iransaction
concluded on the spot, there is no harm if you do not wis#
to commit it to writing.

s. But ensure that witnesses are present when you
negotiate a deal with one another.

t. And let no harm be suffered either by the scribe or the
witness, and let either of them not act in a manner that may be
prejudice to the interests of either party.

u. If you do cause harm to them, that would surely be a
violation on your part. _

v. Be righteous! And stay mindful of ALLAH’s
Commandments. And ALLAH is commanding you to do
s0.

w. In fact, ALLAH - the One God is all-Aware of everything
whether a witness and/or a scribe are coerced or prejudiced
inany way.

02:283

a. As and when you happen to be in situations like travel, and
a scribe cannot be readily found, then let there be a
security deposit given.

b. If anyone of you entrusts another with a deposit, let the
trustee restore the pledge fuithfidly to its owner.

c. Let Him/hier fear ALLAH, his/her RABB - the Lord
Supreme, and keep away from HIS disobedience.

d. And do not conceal or withhold any evidence/
testimoney.
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Journeying Through The Qur’an

e. For the one who conceals or withholds the
evidence/testimoney, surely is vicious and sinful at heart.

f. And ALLAH - the One God is all-Aware of all that you do
- whether one discharges one's trust or not, and whether one
conceals or withholds evidence or not.

Allah Does Not Burden any Human Being

02:286

a. ALLAH does not burden any human soul with executing
HIS Directives, Orders and Commandments beyond one's
capacity.

b. Each soul, man or woman, young or old, shall be
responsible, and called to account, for whatever good or
bad it may have done in this worldly life.

¢. O The Faithful! Make the following plea to your RABB -
the Lord Supreme:

d. ‘O Our RABB - the Lord Supreme!

e. Please do not hold us to account as and when we may
happen to forget the execution of YOUR Commandments, or
lapseinto error.

f. O Our RABB - the Lord Supreme!

g. Please do not lay on us a burden such as that YOU laid
on those who lived before us, particularly the Jews and the
Christians.

h. O Our RABB - the Lord Supreme!

i. Please do not lay on us a burden more than we have the
strength and capacity to bear.

1. Please pardon us; overlook our faults, and

k. please forgive us for our sinful offensives, and

l. please have mercy on us.

m. YOU alone are our Supreme Patron.

n. Please help us over those individuals, communities and
nations who disbelieve and disobey YOUR Message of Isl am
and ridicule the Qur’an.

0. Al-Bokhari reports on the authority of Abu Mas ud al-
Badri that it was the Prophet’s practice, ALLAH bless him
always, to recite Statements ‘d-n’above while going to bed at
night and he advised the parents to teach them to their
children. Or as the Prophet may have said.
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Ayat/Statements: Single-Meaning, Multiple-
Meaning
03:07

a. It is HE, WHO has successively revealed the Book of

Qur dn on to you O Prophet Muhammad.

b. Of Statements, Directives and Commandments some are
clear and explicit in meaning. These are the Essence of the
Book, and constitute the fundamental principles.

c. While there are some other Statements that are implicit
with multiple meaning, and/or allegorical and
metaphorical, and difficult to comprehend.
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Journeying Through The Qur’an

d. Those in whose hearts there is perversity, and infection
of viciousness and disbelief, peruse the Statements that are
with multiple meaning and/or allegorical. Thus, seeking
discord and dissension, they eagerly pursue their own
interpretation in an arbitrary manner.

e. Although no one knows interpretation of these
Statements except for ALLAH, and those men and women,
who are firmly rooted in knowledge say:

f. "We believe in it, as all is from our RABB - the Lord
Supreme.’

g. Yet none is capable of understanding them except those
who are imbued with true wisdom and spiritual insight.

The True Religious System

3:19

a. Truly, the right religious system with ALLAH is
one sunqualified submission and devotion to HIM, namely,
Islam in its true connotation; Islam is a description of
mindset and dedication of one's life in submission to ALLAH
- the One God, it is universal and promotes equality, peace
and justice;

b. and rhe Followers of Former Divine Scriptures -
especially the Jews and the Christian - were at variance with
this concept out of rivalry and insolence between
themselves, only after they had been given Knowledge of
the Truth.

¢. Let the ones who persistently deny and refuse to obey
ALLAH's Directives, Decrees and Commandments in the
Qur'an, know that their attitude is punishable, and ALLAH
is swiftin reckoning.

Give outin Charity What You Cherish

03:92

a. You shall never attain true standard of righteousness and
piety until you spend in the Cause of AELAH out of what
you #ruly cherish for yourselves, in the hope of receiving a
much greater reward in the Afterlife.

b. And, whatever you spend in this regard, surely ALLAH
knows about it filly well.

The First House for Worship

03:96-97

a. Indeed the First House for worship, devotion and Prayers
ever 1o be set up for human beings is the one at Bakkah - the
name given to the Valley of Makkah, also referred to in Psalms
84:06. This is the gibla, direction for prayers, not for worship,
b. It has been a blessed place - full of blessings, and an
epicenter of guidance for all communities and nations of the
world(s) for all times.

c. In this House of ALLAH are the clear marks, and the
Spot of Abraham, where he used to stand in devout worship
of ALLAH - the One God.

d. And whoever enters the House becomes safe and secure,
and finds wholesome inner peace, or it imparts a sense of
security to everyone-29:67.
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Journeying Through The Qur’an

e. Performance of the annual Hajj pilgrimage to this
House, once in a lifetime, is a duty owed to ALLAH, by all
adult people who are Muslims, and are financially and
physically able to do so.

f. And whoever does not do so despite having the means and
resources, and knowing fully well that it is an obligation,
incurs incredible loss for oneself,

g. then surely, ALLAH does not stand in need of cither
their pilgrimage or anything from anyone.

Be Ever Allah-Conscious

03:102

a. 0 The Faithful!

b. Stay conscious of ALLAH with all the consciousness
that is due to HIM from vou, as HIS creation.

¢. And do not allow death to overwhelm you until you are
in the state of full submission to ALLAH - a truly devout
Muslim.

d. The timing of death is beyond ones knowledge; hence, if
anyone wants to die as a Muslim, s/he must submit to Islam
perennially and abide by the requirements of this submission
atall times.

World Leadership
03:104
a. And let there be a strong and dedicated group of people
from among yourselves, who are authorized to deliver, and
they should

- call for virtue and righteousness, and

- enjoin justice, equity and fairness, and

-forbid, as much as possible, whatever is wrong, vice and

unethical.

b. And it is these people who shall succeed in the Sight of
ALLAH.
¢. Leadership is granted to the Faithful to execute what the
Qur’an and Sunnah has decreed, thereby insuring the proper
conduct of domestic, national and international affairs.

Do Not Confide in Hypocrites

03:118

a. O The Faithful!

b. Do not confide in those individuals, institutions and
nations, outside the circle of your own people, whose
outlook on life is fundamentally opposed to your way of life.
¢. They spare no effort to corrupt your life styles.

d. In fact, they like to see you in a situation that causes you
suffering, and ruin your ethics and values.

¢. Hatred is evident from their mouths - what they say
privately and/or publicly.

f. Their real hatred and prejudice, which is concealed in
their hearts, is even far greater.

g. Now WE have made OUR instructions clear to you, if
only you would understand the danger involved in
befriending them.
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Journeying Through The Qur’an

03:120

a. As and when some good happens to you, it grieves them;
disturbs them.

b. And, as and when any misfortune befalls you, they
rejoice atit.

c. However, if you are steadfast in such an adversity,
tolerant in hostility, and stay reverently obedient to
ALLAH, their viciousness and media machinations will
never cause you any harm.

d. Surely, ALLAH ful/ly encompasses all that they do by
way of conspiring and lobbying.

Obedience that brings Loss

03:149

a. O The Faithful!

b. Should you ever yield to the social, economic and political
pressures of those who disbelieve, they will cause you to
turn back to disbelief by following their values and system.

¢. And you would thus turn about as losers in this life as
well as in the Afterlife.

Itis the Divine Support That Matters

03:160

a. 0 The Faithful!

b. IFALLAH’s support is with you, then there is no one to
defeat you.

¢. But if HE should ever abandon you, who else could then
supportyou apart from HIM?

d. So let the Faithful place their wholesome trust in
ALLAH- the One God.

Inthe Face of Abuse and Hardship

03:186

a. 0 The Faithful!

b. Your perseverance and steadfastness shall certainly be
tested by means of your wealth and your lives: a  struggle
between principles and worldly temptations and desires.

¢. You shall also hear much that is hurtful and slander from
the Followers of Former Divine Seriptures which were
granted before your time - the Jews and the Christians - as
well as from those who associate other entities, real or myth,
with ALLAH - the One God in divinity, worship and
command.

d. Butif you endure patiently in matters of Faith, persevere,
and stay ALLAH - conscious, then that shall bethe best
course.

Call to the Faithful

03:200

a. O The Faithful!

b. Be steadfast in adversity and excel each other in patience
in what may befall you while pursuing the Cause of ALLAH -
the One God.

¢. Reinforce each other in pursuit of this Cause.

d.Remain ALLAH -conscious by being fully obedient to
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Journeying Through The Qur’an

HIS Directives, Orders, Decrees and Commandments.
¢. Thus you may succeed in the Sight of ALLAH!

04 * Al-Nisa

Beware, Guardians of Orphans

04:02

a. And give the orphans their possessions, hoth movable
and immovable, that are under your custody, and

b. do not exchange your inferior things with their superior
valuables, and

¢. do not cheat them of their possessions by co-mingling
their possessions with your possessions and using them as
VOUrs..

d. For doing so is certainly an outrageous crime where you
risk the spiritual reward you hope for by caring for them. See
also 04:10,93:09and 107:02.

Do Not Marry More Than One

04:03

a. In case you fear that you might not be able to act
equitably towards the orphan girls in your charge, or
misuse their persons, then,

b. you may marry from amongst these orphan girls of

marriageable age, who may seem good to you: even two
and/or three and/or four of them.

c. However, if you fear that in your marital obligations you
might not be able to maintain equality and fairness among
so many of them at a time and all the time, then marry only
one; or, marry someone from amongst those whom you
may rightfully acquire in/afier the gital while fighting in the
Cause of ALLAH. In either of the circumstances, do not live
together out of wedlock. Read it in the perspective of 04:127
and 129.

d. This is the most suitable option for you to aveid injustice
and deviate from the right course.

Bridal Money is the Bride's Right

04:04

a. And give your women/wives in marriage their bridal
money willingly, with no strings attached, as it is their
marital right.

b. But, if they elect of their own free accord to favor you with
a part of it, you may, then, take it wholeheartedly.

Handling the Orphans

04:05

a. And do not entrust to those amongst the young orphans,
who are immature or mentally deficient, the possessions of
which ALLAH has placed in your charge for their
support.

b. However, make provision for them out of it, and clothe
them appropriately.

c. And always speak to them words of Kkindness and
decency.
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Journeying Through The Qur’an

P

04:06

a. And test the level of intelligence and maturity of the C&Jl l},_.l,, i,ﬂ T L,;.,.:“:_IH)i:JG
orphans in your charge until they attain a marriageable

age. T L e O AR
b. Then if you perceive in them integrity, maturity and ('T"J/I yadols ol i"i”’f (’M’l“ U!J
capability of sound judgment, hand over to them al/ their

possessions, property and assets. OT 61:’-4’ bl;‘:"i }‘K‘: 3 F‘A}‘l
c. And do not deprive them of it by wastefully spending it in

their names, or on the pretext of their benefit before the iz C.i &
attain maturity. Seea[sg 04:02. ' “—“""’“"""‘b g Ul{ N '-USJ
d. The guardians of the orphans who are economically well to £ N

do must abstain from using their possessions in any way. %95‘;;_;) Ly U{L:_Lé | 128 ;) {u;j
e. The less-privileged guardians, however, may use for - i

personal benefit no more than a small portion in a fair 4e7 -
manner as compensation for services rendered. l)""f“‘b r}’ b o ! ;'-(‘J l v_,_,g >

f. Whenever you hand over their possessions, property and g
assets to them, have an evidential witness, representing o r.’ . jfb u‘sj }_;”

their interests physically present,
g. though ALLAH is all-Sufficient to take account of your
intentions and actions.

Do not Swallow Fire
04:10 - as 2 -

- /’E, g e
a. Indeed, those individuals and the families, who o) Il Ole=l e A1 )
deliberately devour the property of the orphans, are

actually swallowing on/y fire in to their bellies Jﬁr’ 52 ; 5’ I L::,i C,j_j;

b. And soon in the Afterlife, they shall burn in the firious  ~ \“'ﬁ'f’b g0 *

blaze of the Hellfire. ° F o .
ez Zo5kace

The Rights of Inheritance

04:11 Pl E g B s
a. ALLAH enjoins upon you concerning the inheritance for ; SY) pb:uﬁ g« JANV
your children.

b. A male shall inherit twice as much as a female. A ls & Y| Ls

c. If there be more than two females/daughters, they shall }9 u§ cy w" ’ JM
together have two-third of the inheritance.

d. However, if there be only one, she shall inherit the half. o 11 QU _]J.s L L.L: u.e)e ‘_;u:.:!
¢. The parents of the deceased shall inherit a sixth each, if
the deceased leaves children. Jil i:);‘.},j __“ L@.ls ; S5

f. Should the deceased leave behind no children, and his
parents are his only heirs, his mother shall have a third,
and father shall have two-third.

g. If the deceased has brothers and sisters, then his mother . I R
shall have a sixth after adjustments for any expenditures to 7:13)53 j_]j J4) ugg;_] ol j]j o
be incurred in pursuance of his bequest and any outstanding - %
dues and debts of the deceased. N T I I A |
h. You do not know as to whether it is your parents, or your °J"',1 ] OF U;b SA A ol
children who are more beneficial to you. Thus you do not i i
distribute the inheritance the way you consider it appropriate @ ): ;}:_y, 3 :.L;; :,r,‘ :J" A ‘};‘3}3
by inclining towards your children at the expense of your 2

parents.

OF o 83 L L AATUE ey

o

2 Mo

. s AR E/,ﬁ:.,”&s/—{.,’
i. Therefore, ALLAH has made into a law the distribution of Uﬁj Y FSBL—' 13 ;'5) LIz g 2 9 :
inheritance. _ $ o b ww b "
J- Surely, itis ALLAH, WHO is all-Kknowing of your affairs, b RN N e
and what may cause vou benefit or harm, and all-Wise; — "{3 ’SI w
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Journeying Through The Qur’an

mindful of all considerations.

k. The Torah/Genesis - 21:10, 24:36 and 25:05 - deprives
daughters of inheritance from their parents, giving the eldest
son a larger portion than the rest - Deuteronomy - 21:17.

Inheritance of Spouses and Siblings

04:12

a. And you, as husbands, shall inherit the half of whatever
your wife/wives leave behind, if she/they had no children.

b. If she/they leave behind children, a quarter of the value
of her/their property shall be yours after adjustments for
any expenditure to be incurred in pursuance of her
bequest and outstanding dues and debts, if any.

c. Your widows shall inherit one quarter of the value of
your property and business assets if you die childless after
adjustments for any expenditure to be incurred in
pursuance of his bequest and outstanding dues and debts, if
any..

d. In case you leave behind children, the widow(s) shall
inherit one-eighth after adjustment for any outstanding
dues and debts.

e. In case there are more than one widow, then each shall
share the one-quarter/one-eighth, and not one-quarter/one-
eighth each.

f. In case widows " bridal money had not been paid, then it
shall be considered a part of the debt, and shall be paid from
the inheritance in addition to respective one-quarter/one-
eighth share.

g. If a husband and/or a wife has no heir in the direct line,
i.e. neither children nor parents but have a real brother and
areal sister, then each of the two inherit one- sixth.

h. However, if there be more than two, they shall equally
share the third of the value of inheritance after adjustment
for any expenditures to be incurred in pursuance of the
bequest and any outstanding dues and debts, without
violating the rights of the lawful heirs.

i. This is the Commandment from ALLAH.

j. Indeed, ALLAH is all-Aware of your intentions and
actions, and is Lenient to all.

k. Read 04:11-12 together with 04:176.

Compliance; Non-Compliance

04:13-14

a. These are the bounds set by ALLAH.

b. And whoever obeys ALLAH and HIS Final Prophet
Muhammad in this law of inheritance shall be caused to
enter Gardens with running streams and be therein for
ever.

c.And this shall be the supreme triumph.
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Journeying Through The Qur’an

d. But whoever defies ALLAH and HIS final Prophet
Muhammad, and

e. transgresses the bounds set in the law of inheritance shall
be caused to enter the Hellfire to be therein forever; and
for him/her shall be a humiliating punishment.

Essence of True Repentance

04:17-18

a. The criterion for ALLAH's acceptance of repentance
and forgiveness relates only to those men and women, young
and old, who commit a sin out of ignorance of ALLAH's
Guidance, and

b. then as soon as they realize it, they quickly furn to HIM in
remorse, repentance and seek forgiveness, see also 03:135;
c. then, it is they to whom ALLAH also turns to in
forgiveness.

d. ALLAH is all-Knowing, all-Wise.

¢. The repentance shall not be accepted from those who
continue committing, without shame, sinful deeds for
lifetime until when dying time approaches one of them,
and then s/he says: 'For sure now I repent', as did the
Pharaoh - 10:90.

f. And repentance shall also never be accepted from those
men and women, young and old, who spend their lifetime in
disbelief, and die while being disbelievers.

g. It is for these people that WE have prepared a painful
suffering.

h. See also 03:90, 25:71 and 42:25.

Your Wives may be a Source of Good

04:19

a. O The Faithful!

b. Given the backdrop of'ill treatment and absence of human
rights for women in pre-Islamic pagan societies, Islam gave a
hugely progressive view of family relationship based on
affection and compassion.

c. It is not lawful for you to #y fo become heirs to the
inheritance of the widows of vour deceased relatives by force
and against their free will - reference to a pre-Islamic custom
which is still in vogue in some communities.

d. It is also not lawful for you to prevent them fiom re-
marrying, or, place restrictions on them, or, make their lives
difficult,

¢. in order that you may force them to give up a part of
what you may have given them as bridal money, unless it be
that they have become guilty of adultery.

f. Live with them in a kind manner and show decency in
speech, and bearing their household expenses even if you
may dislike them.

g. It may well be that you may happen to dislike something
which ALLAH may yet make a source of abundant good
foryou.
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Journeying Through The Qur’an

Be Gracious to Departing Wives

04:20

a. But if you intend to give up a wife, and instead have
another wife, then, do not take from the departing wife
anything of her bridal money that you had given her, even
ifit were a treasure of gold.

b. Should you be inclined to do so by slandering her, then it
shall be grossly unjust and clearly sinful. See also 24:04,
33:58and 104:01.

Marriages that are Forbidden
04:23
a. O The Faithful!
b. Forbidden to you in marriage are:

-your mothers,

-your daughters,

- your sisters,

-sisters of your fathers,

-sisters of your mothers,

-daughters of your brothers,

-daughters of your sisters,

-your foster mothers,

- your foster sisters,

-mothers of your wives,

-your step daughters borne of your wives from their

previous husbands and are now in your charge.

¢. However, in case you have not formally consummated
your marriage with their mothers, you shall incur no sin
by marrying vour step-daughters.
d. It is also unlawful for you to take in marriage the
spouses of your sons who have sprung from your loins;
marrying the widow/divorcee of the adopted son does not fall
in this category. See 33.37
¢. Do not take in marriage two sisters af one and the same
time, as also a niece and her aunt, as instructed by the Final
Prophet, ALLAH bless him always, with the exception of
what is past.
f. Surely, ALLAH is all-Forgiving, all-Compassionate,

Forbidding Polyandry
04:24
a. Forbidden to you in marriage are all married women who
are wedded to their hushands, other than those female war
captives whom you rightfully acquire in/after the gital, but,
even then, you are not allowed to touch those whose husbands
are with them, as opined by Imam Abii Hanifa.
b. ALLAH has decreed all this for you.
¢. All women other than this are lawful for you to take in
marriage provided:
-you offer them from your wealth - bridal money, eic.,
-you marry them as the law of Islam demands, and
-you do not take them in fornication or adultery.
and even as partners. See 05 : 03 (g)
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Journeying Through The Qur’an

d. The women with whom you desire to enjoy the
marriage, give them the bridal money as part of their
religious and marital right.

e. It shall, nonetheless, be no blame for you to change or
make any other agreement between yourselves after you
both have agreed upon the bridal money.

f. Surely,ALLf\H is all-Aware, all-Wise.

Do not Usurp

04:29-30

a.OThe Faithful!

b. Do not usurp one another's possessions by way of
extortion, cheating, bribery, misappropriations, hoarding,

usury, lottery, gambling, and illegal gifiing, etc.,

c. unless it be a commercial deal by mutual consent to
mutual advantage, remaining mindful of 02:275 that asserts
‘ALLAH has made trade lawful but usury unlawful.’ See also
02:188.

d. Do not cheat and destroy yourselves and one another.

e. Truly, ALLAH is Ever-Compassionate to you.

. But whoever does so willfully with malicious motives, and
deliberately out of animosity and injustice rowards others,

shall be castin the Hellfire.

g.And, indeed, that is easy for ALLAH.

Family Stewardship and Handling Infidelity

04:34

a. The husbands should take full care of the socio-economic
needs of their wives as part of their moral and social
responsibility with the faculties that ALLAH has made the
former more advantaged than the latter, and

b. what they spend out of their income, wealth and
possessions to maintain them.

¢. The honorable wives are:

- truly devout fo the Teachings of Isiam, and

- observant of their husbands 'vights, and,

- guarding their privacy and chastity that ALLAH - the
One God has ordained to be guarded in the absence of
their husbands.

d. As for those wives from whom you fear highhandedness,
ill-will, and/or breach of their marital loyalty,

- talk to them persuasively first as 1o make them aware of
the consequences of their conduct;

- if it does not work, then ignore them in bed from physical
intimacy; and,

- if they still continue to persist, then you may hit them, but
not viciously, as the Prophet instructed in his last public
address on the eve of Hijjatul Widd in the plain of Arafat,
vear632.

e. Finally, if they open out to you and mend, then do not
seek an excuse to blame them, or proceed against them.
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Journeying Through The Qur’an

f. Be ever mindfil that ALLAH
Supreme.

g The stewardship assigned to the husband does not allow
him open or unilimited authority. It is limited by the Qur'anic
principle of ma'vif and works according to the principles of
living together, and conducting affairs by mutual
consultation.

h. In order to protect and preserve purity of the Family Unit
and trust, it is imperative that any situation of marital
disloyalty/infidality must be put to an end, where 04:34(d),
third bullet point, is the last resort. And if that does not appear
to work, then (04:35 provides a plausible settlement before the
[final exit to separation vide 04:20, 04:130.

is all-Exalted, all-

Reconcile Troubled Marriages

04:35

a. And if you have a cause to fear, not just an apprehension,
that a breach of mutual trust might occur between a
married couple,

b. then appoint an arbiter from his family, and, an arbiter
from among her family - provided the couple wishes to be
reconciled. See also 02:226-230, 04:114 and 04:130.

c. If they intend reconciliation, ALLAH would bring
about sud a reconciliation between them again.

d. Surely, ALLAH is all-Knowing, ever-Aware.

Judge with Justice

04:58

a. ALLAH Commands you to hand back all that you have
been entrusted with to their rightfil owners; it may also
implicitly include public and professional duties of service;

b. and, as and when you pass judgment between people in
Judicial matters as well as judging other peoples' motives,
attitudes and conduct, to judge with fairness and justice.

c. Indeed, noble is that cause to which ALLAH exhorts
you, and thus guides 'them to paths that lead on to US’ -
29:69.

d. Surely, ALLAH is ahways ever-Listening, all-Seeing.

Resolving Disputes

04:59

a. O The Faithful!

b. Stay obedient to the Commands of ALLAH - The Qur'an,

and

¢. be obedient to the sayings of Prophet Muhammad - the

Sunnah.

d. And follow those who are embedded with authority

from among you; however, disobedience  does not
necessarily mean revolt; one may protest against
policies/decisions of the establishment. Nevertheless, one is

always expected to follow the law of the land as long as it does

not conflict with ALLAH's law, remaining mindful of 06:114

which states: 'Should I seek a Command/Law from a source of
law other than ALLAH, while it is HE, WHO has revealed for
vou the detailed Book of Law - The Qur’an?’
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Journeying Through The Qur’an

e. In case you happen to be in dispute or at variance over
any matter, refer it for resolution to ALLAH - The Qur'an,
and the Prophet Muhammad - the Sunnah, if you truly
believe in ALLAH and the Last Day.

f. This is good for you in the long run and most suitable for
settling disputes.

Taking Up Cause of the Oppressed

04:74-75

a. Let all those men and women, young and old, who prefer
to exchange the pleasure and comforts of the life in this
world for the blessings of the Afterlife, fight for the Cause
of ALLAH.

b. And whoever fights for the Cause of ALLAH. whether
one be slain, or, be victorious, WE shall soon grant a// such
persons a glorious reward.

c. And why should you not fight for the Cause of ALLAH
and for the oppressed men and women and children, who
cry out:

d. OOur RABB - the Lord Supreme!

e. Please help us to freedom!

f. Please rescue us from this land where social environment
and political administration is autocratic, corrupt and
oppressive.

g. Please send for us out of YOUR Grace, a protector, and
with YOUR Grace, the one who shall help us to freedom
from oppression.

Rallying for a Cause

04:85

a. Whoever rallies for a good cause, shall have a share in
its blessings fogether with its collateral moral and social
good.

b. And whoever rallies for an evil cause, shall have a share
of its liability together with its collateral moral and social
damage.

c. And surely, ALLAH holds power over all things.

Promote Goodwill

04:86

a. Whenever you are greeted with a greeting of peace and
goodwill,

b. then, return the greeting with one more gracious, or, at
least, return its like.

c. Surely, ALLAH holds all things of vour social behavior to
account.

d. The concept of reciprocity in greetings of peace and
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Journeying Through The Qur’an

goodwill may also be seen in its broader perspective, for
example 02:193 and 08:61.

Indemnity of Accidental Killing

04:92

a. And it is not /awful for the Faithful to kill another
Faithful, unless it be by mistake.

b. And the one who kills a Faithful by mistake must get one
Faithful captive set free, and pay blood-money equivalent
to the market value of a camel to the victim’s family, unless
they choose to forgo it by way of goodwill and charity.

c. If the victim is a Faithful from a family/community
hostile to you, the penalty shall on/y be to set free one
Faithful captive.

d. But if the victim belonged to a people with whom you
have a treaty and possibly a non-Muslim, then blood-
money must be paid to the victim's family, and a Faithful
captive set free. Ahadith suggest blood money for a non-
Muslim to be half of that of a Muslim: al-Bokhari, al-Muslim.
e. The one who is not financially well endowed and hence not
able to do so, must, then, Fast for two consecutive /unar
months by way of repentance to ALLAH.

f. And ALLAH is ever all-Knowing, all-Wise.

Punishment for Deliberate Killing of a Co-Believer
04:93

a. And any Faithfid who kills another Faithful deliberately,
the punishment for him/;er shall be the Hellfire and there
s/he shall remain forever.

b. And ALLAH’s wrath shall be upon with him/her;, and
His curse and exclude him/her from HIS mercy.

¢. And HE shall ready for him/her grievous suffering.

d. The point is that he/she has neither repented nor reformed;
otherwise 25:70 provide an exit via sincere repentance
besides deserving the treatment at 04:92.

e. The Prophetic sayings, quoted by Sunan Ibn Maja, Sunan
Bayhaqt and al-Bokhari, suggest: (i) The destruction of the
entire universe is less significant to ALLAH than the unjust
killing of a single Faithful; (ii) Whoever aids someone in
killing a Faithful, even if with merely one word, he shall meet
ALLAH Mighty and Glorious on the Day of Resurrection with
the following phrase inscribed on his forehead, 'In complete
despair of ALLAH's mercy'; and, (iii) The Faithful may have
some leeway [on the Day of Arising, despite his/her sins and
enormities], as long as s/he never spilled unsanctioned blood
of a single soul. Or, as The Prophet may have said.
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Journeying Through The Qur’an

The Qur'anisto Dispense Justice

04:105

a. O Prophet Muhammad!

b. WE have revealed on to you the Book of Qur'an with the
Truth.

c. This empowers you to arbitrate among people in
accordance with what ALLAH has enlightened you with
in the form of its Divine Law.

d. So do not plead forgiveness for, and on behalf of, those
who are treacherous and betray their trust.

Fairness that Cannot be Maintained

04:129

a. In case of plural marriages, no matter how much you
may desire and exercise best endeavors, you cannot treat
your wives equitably, impartially and with fairness.

b. Do not sway yourselves altogether towards one of them,
leaving other(s) hanging in a void and excluded from all
compassion and love.

c. Yet, if you reconcile and stay mindful of ALLAH's
Commandments in this regard, you will find ALLAH very
Forgiving and hugely Merciful.

d. Read it with 04:03.

Separation as the Last Resort

04:130

a. However, in situations where the couple - hushand and
one of the wives, who might have been left in a dangling state
and anticipates abandonment, decide to separate, then let it
beso.

b. ALLAH shall enrich each of the separating couple out of
HIS infinite bounty.

c. Indeed, ALLAH has always been Infinite in bounty and
all-wise.

Uphold Justice

04:135

a. O The Faithful!

b. Stand out firmly as upholders of eqguity and justice. See
also 05:08.

c. Bear frue witnesses before ALLAH even though it may
turn out to be against your own interests, or the interest of
your parents, and the interest of your close relatives.

d. Be a person rich or poor, for ALLAH is more caring for
both than you.

¢. So do not follow the desires of vour hearts, lest you avoid
justice.

f. And if you distort your witness or refuse to give it.

g. Then, indeed, ALLAH is Ever Well-Informed of what
everyoudo.
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Journeying Through The Qur’an

Ridiculing Allah's Word

04:140

a. O The Faithful!

b. You are commanded in the Book of Qur'an that
whenever you hear ALLAH's Message in The Qur'an being
blasphemed and ridiculed by hvpocrites and disbelievers -
individuals, or groups, or media,

c. you must not continue sitting with them, watch and listen
- leave to protest passively - until they start talking other
than that.

d. If you do so, then, you would certainly be liable to
become like them.

e. ALLAH shall definitely gather together all the
blasphemers and the disbelievers in the Hellfire.

Maintain Social Morality

04:148

a. As part of conscience purification process on individual
and social level, ALLAH does not like ill of others to be
spoken about openly, unless when uttered by the one, who
has been deeply aggrieved and victim of injustice.

b. And, ALLAH always Listens a/l and Knows all.

Trinity - A Myth, A Fiction

04:171

a. O Followers of the Former Divine Scriptures!

b. Do not be excessive and overstep the bounds of truth in
your religion.

c. And speak nothing but the whole Truth about ALLAH.
d. Indeed, The Messiah, Jesus son of Mary, was no more
than ALLAH's Messenger and HIS Command, which HE
conveyed to Mary, i. e. ALLAH commanded Mary's womb to
become impregnated without coming into contact with
sperm, and a spirit from HIM. See also 03:59, 21:91 and
38:71-72.

e. So believe in ALLAH's absolute Unity and Supremacy,
and HIS Messengers.

f. And do not say: ‘ALLAH is Trinity's three merging into
one, or one emerging from three.

g. Refrain from this false assertion for your own good.

h. Indeed, ALLAH is the only One ALLAH, and far from
HIS status and Majesty is to imagine that HE may have a
child.

i. To HIM belongs al/ that has existed since eternity, exists
now, or may be caused to exist to infinity in and on the
cosmos, and the earth.

j. And ALLAH suffices as all-Worthy of trust.

k. The doctrine of trinity is found in many pagan religions.
Brahma, Shiva and Vishnu are the Trinitarian godhead in
Hindu religion. In Egypt there was the triad of Osiris, Isis and
Horus; in Babylon it was lon, Ishtar and Shamdsh, and in
pre-llamic Arabia: al-Lat, al'Uzzd and al-Mandt.
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Journeying Through The Qur’an

End Words on Inheritance

04:176

a. They seek a verdict from you O Prophet Muhammad on
matters of inheritance in case a person dies without leaving
behind an heir in the directline, i.e. children or parents.

b. Tell them: ‘ALLAH - the One God gives you the
following ruling:

- When a man dies and leaves behind no child, and
without living parents, but has a sister, she is entitled to
half of his property and assets.

- If a married sister dies childless, #is/her brother shall
be her sole heir.

- If the deceased childless person has two sisters, then
they shall together get two-third of the inheritance.

- But, if he has both the brothers and the sisters
surviving, the male shall inherit a share equal to that of
two females: read it together with 04:11-12.

c. Thus, ALLAH makes plain to you HIS ruling so that you
do not err, and make mistakes.
d. And ALLAH has fi// Knowledge of everything, ’

05 * Al-Ma’idah

Dietary Guidelines
05:03
a. You are forbidden ro consume:
- the already dead bodies of cattle and bird that die of
themselves, and
- the blood, and
- the meat, by-prodiicts and derivatives of the pig, and
- the meat, by-products and derivatives of any cattle or bird
that is sacrificed for other than ALLAH - the One God
over which any name other than the Name of ALLAH
is invoked.
b. You are also forbidden the meat, by-products and
derivatives of:
- the strangled cattle and birds,
- the cattle or bird killed by a blow, or
- the cattle or bird killed by a fall from height, or
- the cattle or bird beaten to death, or
- the cattle or bird gored to death, or
- the cattle or bird attacked, mauled and partly eaten by a
wild animal unless rescued and slaughtered in the
prescribed manner while it was still alive, or
- the cattle or bird slaughtered in the name of idolatry
images, saints/shrines, and/or spiritual symbols, other
than ALLAH - the One God, and
- the division of meat by raffling with arrows: reference to
a pre-Islamic Arabian practice where arrows were used
in a practice that was a type of gaming-cum-gambling.
¢. All the foregoing is a sinful practice. See also 02:02 and
173, and 06:145.
d. Now with this code in place, the disbelievers have lost
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Journeying Through The Qur’an

every hope of ever manipulating your religious edicts, and
its dietary guidelines.
e. Therefore, do not fear the disbelievers.
f.Stand in awe to ME alone!
g. This day, Friday, Ninth of Dhul-Hijjah, Year 632, the
occasion of the Prophet's Farewell Hajj Pilgrimage, the only
one Hajj that he performed, and led more than a hundred
thousand of his followers,
- T have perfected your religion for you
- a system of belief embodying its laws, decrees and
injunctions, and
- I have completed MY Favors and Blessings upon you,
and
- I have chosen wholesome Submission to ME, the Faith
of Islam, as a religion and a way of life for you - thus the
Faith and the law governing the Faithful have been
brought to perfection and concluded for good.
h. A person who is forced by severe hunger or malnutrition
or starvation may consume of what is otherwise forbidden
vide ‘a-b’ above, only to the extent of absoiute necessity,
without deliberately inclining towards sinful disobedience
to ALLAH's Commandment.
L In situation of 'h' above, you will definitely find that
ALLAH - the One God is all-Forgiving, ever-
Compassionate.

Halal/Lawful by Divine Decree is not Forbidden

05:04

a. They ask you O Prophet Muhammad as to what has been
made halal/lawful by divine decree for them, in particular
the game caught by trained hunting birds/animals.

b. Tell them:

¢.'Lawful/halal for you are all good and nutritive things of’

life.

d. This includes those birds - falcons, and beasts - hunting
dogs - that you train by teaching them as ALLAH taught
you, so eat of what they catch for you without themselves
having eaten thereof, but first pronounce the Name of
ALLAH over it; or, pronounce the Name of ALLAH while
despatching them to hunt for you, and

e. be mindful of ALLAH 5 disobedience, as ALLAH is
definitely Swiftin reckoning.

5:05
a. Also on this day, all good and nutritive things of life have
been made halal/lawful for you.
b. And food of the Followers of Former Divine Scriptures
is made halal/lawfid for your consumption - a manifestation
of Islamic tolerance when it comes to socialization with non-
Muslim communities.
¢. Nevertheless, this provision excludes the forbidden
categories of meat enumerated in 02:173, 05:03 and 06:145.
d. And your food is also made halal//awfi/ for them.
e. Likewise, halal/lawful for you to take in marriage are:

- the chaste women from among the believers, and

- the chaste women from amongst the Followers of
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Journeying Through The Qur’an

Former Divine Scriptures.

f. In this situation take them in honest and responsible bond of
marriage and give them their rightful bridal money, and,

g. do not take them in fornication, or as mistresses, or as
extramarital liaisons, or as givl friends, or as concubines, etc.
h. Whoever reneges one’s Faith, shall lose all reward for
whatever good one may have done in the worldly life; and

i. the person would be of the losers in the Afterlife.

Ablution for the Prayers
05:06
a, O The Faithful!
b. Whenever you are about to establish the daily
Mandatory Prayers, whether in congregation or single,
then

- wash your faces, and

- wash your hands and arms up to the elbows, and

- pass your wet hands lightly over your heads, and

- pass your wet hands over your feet up to the ankles; there

is @ general consensus that the Prophet, ALLAH bless him
always, washed the feet up to the ankles.

¢. And in case you were in a state of seminal pollution, or
ceremonial impurity, or women's menstruation, or cessation
of post-pregnancy bleeding , then you shall bathe - ghus! -
and purify yourselves.
d. In situations where you are seriously ill, or on a long
arduous journey, or had digestive excretion urinary, fecal or
gas, or have used the toilet, or have had skin-to-skin
cohabitation with your spouses, see also 04:43,
e. and, you cannot find any water afier searching for it, or
the use of water may be harmful to wash and bathe
vourselves, then,
f. you perform Tayammum - symbolic ablution - by striking
both hands, twice as described by the Prophetic Sunnah, on
some clean dry topsoil - free from impurity - shaking it, and
passing therewith lightly over your faces, and then your
hands up to the elbow.
g. ALLAH - the One God does not wish to cause
inconvenience and impose unnecessary hardship on you,
but wills you to be purified of any physical or spiritual
impurity; and
h. HE wishes to grace you with HIS Blessings in full by
granting the concession to perform Tayummum, and by
lightening the imposition in state of travel and illness.
i. So that you may be appreciative and stay grateful to HIM.

From Darkness to Light

05:16

a. With this Eloguent and Glorious Qur'an, ALLAH guides
on to the paths leading to peace and salvation for whoever
seeks HIS Guidance.

b. And, HE shall thus lead them out of the layers of
darkness of ill-conceived beliefs to the light of truth and
righteousness.

¢. And, thus, HE guides them on to the Straight Path - the
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Journeying Through The Qur’an

Life of Righteousness.

Itis like Killing Humanity; Saving Humanity

05:32

a. It was in view of that, WE decreed for a/l humankind, but
particularly for the Israelites, a legislation that achieves the
duel purpose of weakening the motive to commit a murder,
and establishing the just punishment:

b. whoever kills a person other than in retribution for
another person, or because of aggressive and destructive
actions, and/or anarchyin and on the land,

¢. it shall be considered as though one had killed the whole
of humankind;

d. whereas whoever spares the life of a person, it shall be
deemed to have given life to the whole of humankind.

e. And certainly a number of OUR Messengers came (o t/ie
Jews and the Christians with clear proofs of their Divine
Missions,

f. yet most of them committed a/l manner of excesses, social
and moral crimes, and ruthless killing of people in the land:
the disobedience continues unabated.

Those Who Kill by the Sword Must Die by the Sword
05:33-34

a. In truth, the individuals, communities and nations who
fight against ALLAH's Commandments and HIS Prophet
Miuthammad, i.e. those renouncing the authority of @ Muslim
government to implement the Divine Law,

b. and roam about the land committing horrendous
crimes, spreading anarchy and do ruthless killing and
suicide attacks are to be punished: either be executed, or
crucified/hanged, or have hand on one side and their foot
on the other side imputed, or exiled from the land, i.e. the
power of this mafia must be destroyed.

¢. These punishments are according to the gravity of offence.
Mainstream thinking is that a rebel who kills without taking
any property is to be put to death, while another who has
taken property without killing has the limb imputed. A person
who has committed both is to be hanged, and the one who
spreads fear and anarchy but has neither killed anyone nor
taken any property, is sent into exile or imprisoned.

d. The Injil/Methew 26:52 states ‘those who kill by the sword
must die by the sword.”’

e. Thus is their disgrace in the life of this world; and for
them, in the Afterlife, shall be a terrible punishment.

f. The exceptions are fo be those men and women, young and
old, who realize their mistake and return to ALLAH in
repentasnce before you - the law enforcing authority - over
power them.

g. In such situations, you should bear in mind that ALLAH
- the One God is all-Forgiving to everyone, and ever-
Compassionate fo all.
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Journeying Through The Qur’an

Penalty for Theft

05:38-39

a. The male who steals and the female who steals, then
sever the hands of both in reward for what they have
earned of evil. Caliph ‘Umar bin al-Khattab (636-645), may
ALLAH be pleased with him, did not enforce this penalty
during times of famine for theft of food items. The Umayyeds
(661-750) decreed flogging for thefi.

b. This is the exemplary punishment enjoined by ALLAH -
the One God for their crime: a stern punishment is meant to
be a deterrent for societal peace and communal security.
c.And ALLAH is ever-Almighty and all-Wise.

d. Nevertheless, whoever (i) repents after his/her
transgression, (ii) restitute the stolen goods before being
apprehended by the authority, and (iii) makes reparations in
personal and social behavior, then surely ALLAH shall
pardon him/her:

e. For, indeed, ALLAH is all-Forgiving /o everyone and
ever-Compassionate to all.

f. The punishment for theft is applicable only within the
context of an already-existing, legal and functional social
security system as in vogue in some Middle Eastern and
Western societies.

The Eye forthe Eye
05:45
a. And WE decreed for them in the Torah concerning
murder:

- the life for the life, and

- theeye for the eye, and

- thenose for the nose, and

- theearfortheear, and

- the tooth for the tooth, and

- theinjury/cut/wound to the body, reciprocation.
b. These provisions have also been retained in the Islamic
Law.
¢. But whoever is charitable and forgives voluntarily, it
shall be an act of expiation for him/her - this element was
notincluded in the law of the Torah/Exodus 21:23-25, and
d.41:34 asserts: ‘Good and evil are not alike. Repel evil with
what is good. Thus you will find your erstwhile enemy may
become like your best friend.’
¢. And whoever in authority does not make judgments in
accordance with ALLAH’s Decree would be unjust and
oppressor.

Atonement for Breaking an Oath
05:89
a. ALLAH - the One God does not take you to task for a slip
and/or blunder of vour speech in oaths and testimonies when
you are furious or revengefil,
b. but HE takes you to task only for the oaths which you
have deliberated and sworn in earnest.
¢. The penalty for breaking such oaths is:

- feeding ten poor persons, men and/or women with
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Journeying Through The Qur’an

average of the same food and beverages that one
provides for one's family, or
- providing full clothing to ten needy individuals, men
and/or women of the average tvpe of clothing one gives to
one's family, or
- making provisions for freeing a person from captivity.
d. In circumstances where one is not able to fulfill any one of
the foregoing three options, then, one must Fast from dawn
to dusk, for three consecutive days.
e. This is the atonement for breaking your oaths rhat vou
swore to keep.
f. Therefore, you shall always fulfill your oaths, and
whatever else you have sworn, do not break them.
g. ALLAH - the One God thus clarifies HIS
Commandments for you, so that you may be grateful for
the Guidance.

Prohibition of Intoxicants

05:90-91

a. O The Faithful!

b. All types and forms of intexicants - alcohol, drugs, cocain,

heroin - whether drank, inhaled, sniffed, or ingested orally or
through IV, and gambling, and fetishes, and divining
arrows for the purpose of drawing lots similar to practice of
raffle, etc. are aloathsome evil devised by Satan - the evil of
human soul and social environment.

¢.Soshun them!

d. Thus you may be successful in the Sight of ALLAH, and
hence in the Afterlife.

e. The Satan seeks to precipitate hatred and animosity
among you by means of keeping you involved in intoxicants,
thereby weakening your consciousness and self-control, and

gambling which leaves you with a deep sense of loss and
grudge.

f. And, consequently, to prevent you from (i) the

Remembrance of ALLAH, and (i) attendance to the daily

Mandatory Prayers.

g. Will you then be the ones who abstain from intoxicants

and gambling?

h. ‘Umar ibn al-Khattab responded instantaneously as did
others: ‘We do abstain, Ya RABB! We do abstain, Ya RABB!!’-

reported by Ahmad, al-Nasai and Ibn Majah.

i. Prohibition came in three stages: first 02:219, second
04:43, and third 05:90-91.

J. 05:90was revealed after (04.:43.

Prohibition on Hunting While in Thram

05:95

a. O The Faithful!

b. Do not kill, hunt or trap any game whether or not their
meat is lawful for consumption, while you are in the state of
Ihram for the Hajj/'Umrah.

c¢. The exceptions may be the scorpion, the snake, the rat, the
dog, the beast with a savage bite and the aggressive predator.
d. And whoever of you Kills, hunts or traps game
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Journeying Through The Qur’an

intentionally in this state, the compensation shall be an
offering equivalent in value to the game that was killed,
hunted or trapped.
e. This is to be determined by two equitable and mature
persons among you who shall make sure that the offerings
reach the Ka'bah.
f. Alternatively, the one so accused shall:

- either provide meals to some needy,

- or an equivalent Fast to atone for the offence.
g. This is to make the offender realize the gravity of one's
deed of disobedience.
h. If the killing of game is committed repeatedly while
wearing [hram compensation shall also be demanded
repeatedly.
1. {f a game is killed by accident, one neither incurs a sin nor
has to give any compensation; read it with 05:01.
j. ALLAH - the One God forgives you what is past; but
whoever reverts to it, ALLAH shall certainly avenge it.
k. ALLAH - the One God is Almighty, Capable to Avenge.

... and Water Game

05:96

a. All water-game, the fish of all sort, is halal/lawful made by
divine decree for you to catch and consume as food while
vou are in the state of Thram.

b. The concession is granted so that you and the travelers
may benefit from it.

c¢. Nevertheless, the game of the land shall continue to be
haram/unlawful made by divine decree to you throughout
the time you are in the state of Thram for the Hajj/'Umrah;
and

d. Stay ALLAH-conscious to WHOM you shall be
gathered for judgment at the Time of Judgment.
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06 * Al-An’am

Reminders from History

06:42

a. And WE sent a number of Messengers to a number of
communities and regions before you O Prophet
Muhammad.

b. The host communities ridiculed their Missions, and
disobeved Divine Messages of their respective Messengers.

c. Consequently, WE seized them with devastation and
suffering, and afflicted them with calamities of famine,
economic hardship and anarchy. See also 07:130-131 and
133.

d. WE did so that they may humble themselves, and submit
to QOUR Authority.

06:43

a. But, then, why did they continue refusing submission to
US even when OUR punishment drew closer to them?

b. Rather their hearts hardened as the suffering failed to
make them turn to ALLAH - the One God, for Satan made
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Journeying Through The Qur’an

their foul deeds appear aftractive and pleasing to them,
and, thus they took pride in their conduct.

06:44

a. So when they had become forgetful of what they had
been asked to remember,

b. WE opened to them doors of all opportunities and poured
on them the abundance of all good things, and endless
pleasures of life that they sought just to be tested with a life of
plenty in as much as to be tested with a life of scarcity and
hardship.

¢. But just as they were rejoicing in what they were provided
with, fully drunk with pleasures of life, and had thus become
haughty, WE seized them suddenly.

d. That is when they were dumbfounded and plunged into
utter desperation.

06:45

a. Thus, the /ast remnants of the community/nation that
caused injustice and oppression were cut-off completely.

b. Had it not been for the fact that ALLAH repels one group of
people by another, the earth would have been utterly
corrupted-02:251.

¢. And the praise and supremacy is only for ALLAH, the
RABB - the Lord Supreme of the Worlds - all creation.

d. ALLAH - the One God followed this law to operate for the
people of Noah, Hid, Saleh, Lot as well as followers of the
Pharaoh, the Greeks, the Romans, the Moguls, the Ottomans,
and the history continues.

A Page from Abraham's Biography

06:74

a. Tell of Abraham, who said to his father, Azar:

b. '"How can you take idols for worship and reverence? - the
ancient Chaldeans living in today's Iraq worshiped idols,
stars, sun and other planets.

c. As in the present time, people worship ghosts and spirits,
minerals and animals, stars and planets, water and fire,
lightening and thunder, and man - whoever displays
supernatural powers. The phenomenon exists in today's
South and South-East Asia, and some other parts of the world.
d. Clearly, I see you and people of your group misguided
and wandering astray.’

06:75

a. And, thus, WE caused Abraham an insight into the
visible and the invisible wonders of the cosmos, and the
earth, and their inner dimension,

b. so that he would be of the ones who are firm in belief.

c. Similarly, ALLAH caused Prophet Muhammad to see some
of HIS Signs of Divinity and Lordship - 17:01.

06:76-78

a.So when the night covered him, he saw a star.
b. He observed:
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Journeying Through The Qur’an

¢. 'You take this as my rabb - lord? !’

d. Butwhen it set out in the morning light, he remarked:

e. 'l do not like for worshipful reverence those that
disappear.'

f. And when he saw the moon emerging with splendor,

g. he observed:

h.'You take this as my rabb - lord?!"

i. But when it set too, he remarked:

j. '"Ifmy RABB - the Lord Supreme does not guide me, then I
would certainly be among the ones who go astray.

k. Then, when he saw the sun rise all resplendent, he
observed:

1. 'You take this as my rabb - Jord?!"

m. This one is bigger of the star and the moon.

n. But, when it set too, he declared with firmness:

0.'0 My People!

p. I definitely disassociate myself from even giving
consideration of standing in awe to ALLAH's creations like
the sun, the moon and the stars that you take for worship
and reverence besides ALLAH - the One God, the Creator,
the Sustainer.

06:79

a. Abraham continued:

b. '"Truly and sincerely 1 turn my face - the whole being - in
worship, reverence and obedience towards the One WHO
created the cosmos, and the earth, and whatever lies in-
between and beyond; and, then, to associate any partner(s)
with HIM in worship, divinity and command is an
unforgivable and sinful crime-31:13,

c. pure in my worship and submission to ALLAH - the One
God.

d. And I am not of the ones who set up partners in divinity,
worship and command with ALLAH - the One God.

06:80

a. The people of his community argued with him about his
declared faith in ALLAH - the One God, and warned him
against the consequences that their idolatry images/figures
might inflict on him.

b. Abraham counter-argued against their polytheistic
religious dogmas and idols/gods - see 21:51-67, and said.

¢. 'How can you argue with me about ALLAH - the One
God, while HE has already given me the Guidance?’

d. I do not fear the idolatry images/figures that you set up
besides ALLAH - the One God, unless my RABB - the Lord
Supreme, wills, nothing can ever happen.

e. My RABB - the Lord Supreme, encompasses all things
with knowledge.

f. How would you not contemplate?

06:81

a. And how can 1 possibly fear those entities that you set up
with ALLAH - the One God, while you do not fear serving
those whom you have set up as partners with ALLAH, for
which HE has not sent on to you any approval or
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Journeying Through The Qur’an

authority?

b. One group is of those men and women, young and old, who
believe in and submit to ALLAH - the One God, and, the other
of those who associate partners in HIS divinity, worship and
command.

¢. Then which of the two groups is more entitled to
salvation, if you consider?

06:82

a. Those men and women, young and old, who have Faith
and do not dress or confuse their Faith with wrongdoing
and injustice,

b. Itis they for whom is salvation, as it is a/so they who are
guided aright.

The Ever Renewable Miracle

06:95

a. Truly it is ALLAH, WHO splits open the seed-grain and
the fruit/date-stone, kernel/nuclei, so that they germinate,
grow and produce by HIS Command.

b. HE brings forth the living ouf from the dead, and also
brings forth the dead out from the living.

c. This is ALLAH - the One God, the Originator of the ever
renewable miracle.

d. How, then, can you be so deluded, and turn away from the
Truth?

06:96-97

a. It is ALLAH, WHO causes to break the morning dawn
from darkness of the night, and

b. it is ALLAH, WHO makes the nightzime for rest, and the
sun and the moon, and their rising and setting, a means of
computation to measure time.

c. That is the foreordaining of ALLAH - the all-Mighty, the
all-Knowing.

d. And it is HE, WHO made for you the stars so that you
may be guided by them in darkness of the land and the sea.
e. Surely, WE have explained OUR miraculous signs
distinctly and in detail for those who have knowledge 7o be
guided by the stars: their positioning, orbits and cycles.

06:99

a. And it is HE, WHO sends down water from the sky
clouds with which WE bring out greenery and every kind
of foliage/plant/vegetation.

b. From these WE bring forth grain, one overlapping the
other in close-packed rows, the date palm-trees laden with
clusters of low-hanging dates, and the vineyards, and the
olive groves, and the pomegranates so similar in some
respects, and yet so different in some other aspects.

¢. Watch their fruits as it bears fruit, and as it ripens, and
as itis ready to be plucked and consumed.

d. Surely, in these there are miraculous signs for a people
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Journeying Through The Qur’an

who believe in ALLAH as the One God, the Lord Creator, the j-’\-éj L’é_; i
Lord Nourisher, and the Lord Sustainer. " <

SEY R B EUT e
3 N SIS 50 canid

- 2 S‘J

0 Oy
None Encompasses Him, He Encompasses All
06]03 2 ,,J’F’},,iu,) ,:4
a. No mortal power of sight/spiritual vision can ever 3’3-—"-_’ )—“’JJ—-\G-!YI *53-‘-’ A
encompass HIM, e =
b. But HE encompasses sight/spiritual vision of all. e e NV U
¢. ALLAH - the One God is above all visual comprehension. ﬂ:‘.;_ it o )
d. And HE is the all-Gracious, the ever-Aware.
Good Deeds OQutweigh Bad Deeds m

06:160 & B L

a. Whoever brings one deed of goodness fo the Time of Lgla IE_’,:.:- abaldls e
Judgment, for him/her shall be a reward ten times the like .
of it - that a good deed is done by a believer - 40:40 - becaiise IS BT s (P
with rejection of the Faith, no deed remains good, gy g o d"f'“J b iy ol
b. but whoever brings a sinful deed, for him/her shall be a grgcn o
reward only the like of it: one-for-one. See also 101:06-11. o el 23
¢. Thus they shall not be wronged, nor treated unjustly.

07 * Al-’Araf

Three Creations, Three Natures

07:11

a. O Human Being! UG ’v_"—w'" S a4,
b. And, for sure, WE created you fiom nothing. ' ri—: > ?
c. After that WE gave you the form and the shape - thus
depicting evolution of human race.

d. And, then, WE commanded the angels: . P 5
¢. 'Fall prostrate before Adam’ 1o signify the superior o 7~ yaz 2l (o 5G A GBI
degree of knowledge that ALLAH - the One God embedded in . o7
Adam, compared to HIS Angels.

f. Thus, they a// fell prostrate, but not Iblis Satan - 02:30-

34.

g. Iblis Satan would not be of the ones who prostrated, and,

hence he disobeyed ALLAH's Command.

h. Satan belonged to the jinn and acted contrary to the

Command of his RABB - the Lord Supreme - 18:50.

Racism and False Pride

07:12 R
a. ALLAH questioned ‘Ibl7s Satan: S
b. "What prevented you from prostrating before Adam P P T
when I commanded you fo do so?' P il as 25 U s
c. Iblis Satan responded arrogantly: =
d. 'I am superior to him for YOU created me of fire, while
YOU created him of clay’-see also 38:71-77.
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Journeying Through The Qur’an

e. Human feelings like chosen versus gentile, and ethnicity-
based racism, finds its roots in such a diabolic false pride.

Arrogance and Contemptuous Pride

07:13-15

a. ALLAH commanded:

b.'So get away from here.

¢. This is not a place for your arrogance and contemptuous
pride.

d. So get out!

¢. Surely you are of the humiliated and disgraced.”

f. Iblis Satan requested:

g.'Kindly grant me respite until the Time when they are 7o
beresurrected.’

h. ALLAH said:

i. '"Truly you shall be of the ones who are granted respite.’

Start of the Battle

07:16-17

a. And then Iblis Satan declared:

b. 'In as much as YOU have led me into error by having
willed that I go astray from erstwhile position among the
angels and the jinn,

c. I shall, in revenge, sit in ambush for them 7o lure them as
they follow on YOUR Straight Path.

d. 'Then I shall come upon them - from their front, and
from their back; from their right and from their left - from
all directions and by all possible means.

e. And YOU would definitely not find most of them to be
grateful to YOU.” See also 34:20.

07:18

a. The Divine Command was repeated:

b. 'Get out from here.

¢. Youshall always be accursed and rejected.

d. Whoever of the man and women, young and old, pay heed
to you and follow you, I shall definitely fill t2e Hell with you
all together - human and jinn - at the Time of Judgment.”

07:19

a. ALLAH then turned to Adam and said:

b.'4s far you O Adam!

c¢. You and your wife shall live here in the Paradise.

d. And both of you may eat and drink from wherever you
wish.

e. However, neither of you approach that one tree, lest you
both become disobedient and transgressors.' See also 02:35
and 20:120.

First Experience with Temptation

07:20-21

a. In due course Satan tempted evil to them both with a
view to make them conscious of what had been concealed
of their body privacy, corporeality - reference to demolish
the state of innocence to which Adam and his wife lived.
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Journeying Through The Qur’an

b. Satan came up with a friendly counsel to the two and said:
¢. '"Your RABB - the Lord Supreme forbade you both to
approach thatone tree of experiencing corporeality lest you
both become angels, or be of the immortals' living in the
Paradise forever. Thus, instilling in them the apprehension
that ALLAH did not wish to keep them in the Paradise forever:
Seealso 20:120).

d. And Satan swore on oath to both Adam and his wife and
said:

e. 'l am definitely one of the sincere well-wishers for both
of you.”

07:22
a. Thus did Satan cunningly lured both Adam and his wife
with deception, deluding thoughts and florid speech.
b. Then when the two had tasted of the forbidden tree - the
mechanism of reproduction - they became conscious of their
and each others’ corporeal-bodly selves.
c. They felt ashamed and began to cover themselves by
patching up leaves from the Paradise in a desperate effort to
suppress their corporeality.
d. And the Divine Voice called out to both of them:
- 'Did I not forbid you both from approaching that one
tree?
- And did 1 not warn you both that Satan was your
declared enemy?

07:23

a. Adam and his wife realized their sinful disobedience and
begged:

b.'O Our RABB - the Lord Supreme!

¢. We have done wrong to ourselves, and indeed committed
a great blunder.

d. And it YOU will not kindly forgive us and have mercy on
us, we shall certainly be of the losers.' See also 02:37.

Fall from Blessedness

07:24-25

a. The Divine Verdict declared:

b. 'Go away from this state of innocence and blessedness. See
also 20:118-119.

¢. Some of your descendants may be enemies to some other:
Adam v/s Satan.

d. And on the earth shall be your habitation and livelihood
for a specific period of time.'

e. The Divine Verdict continued:

f. 'In it you shall live, and in it you shall die; and from it
vou shall be raised 7o life in the Afierlife.’

g. Adam and his wife were thus deprived of the life of bliss,

comfort and peace they enjoved in Paradise.

Covering for Body and Soul

07:26

a. O Descendants of Adam!

b. WE have provided you the knowledge, skill and
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Journeying Through The Qur’an

technology for making garments to cover your body
privacy and a/so as an adornment.

c. However, the garment of ALLAH-Consciousness, a/l the
time and in all matters, thatis always better.

d. These are some of ALLAH's Messages so as to make you
think and reflect.

Enemy becomes Protector

07:27

a. O Descendants of Adam!

b. Let no Satan tempt, dupe or lure any one of you just as he
lured your two parents causing their eviction from the
Paradise.

c. He deprived both of them of their garment of ALLAH-
consciousness and obedience in order to make them aware
of each other's body privacy and arouse the carnal impulses
embedded in them.

d. Surely, he and his fellows - the satanic forces that serve
the same function - can see you from a place/position where
you cannot see, or even perceive them.

e. Truly, WE have made the Satan - corruptive forces -
partners and allies of those who do not believe and obey
us.:

Coming of the Ummy Prophet
07:157
a. ALLAH said:
b. 'I shall be kind to those men and women, young and old,
who follow the /ast Prophet Muhammad, the ‘Ummy
Prophet whom they find described in the Torah -
Deuteronomy 18:15-19, and the Injil- Johnl4:16-17.
c. He motivates and enjoins them to do what is right and
righteous, and he forbids what is wrong and sinful.
d. And he makes halal//icit to them the things that are made
lawful, by divine decree, and makes haram/prohibits to
them the things that are foul and unlawful by divine decree.
¢. And he relieves them of their burden, and of the
restraints that weigh upon them - a reference to difficult
obligations laid down in the Torah, particularly relating to
Jfoods, disrespect to the parents and adultery, etc.
f. So those men and women, young and old, who:

-believe in Prophet Muhammad's Divine Mission, and

- honor him and show reverence to him, and

- extend all assistance in fulfilling his Divine Mission, and

- follow the Light of the Qur’an that has been revealed

on to him by ALLAH - the One God, seealso 05:135,
g. they are the ones who shall surely succeed in the Sight of
ALLAH, and thus in the Afterlife.

The Messenger for All

07:158

a. Declare O Prophet Muhammad.:
b.'O People of the World!
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Journeying Through The Qur’an

c. Surely I am the Last and final Messenger of ALLAH to P I T PR

all of you besides being the Seal of all Prophets - 33:40 - and — Al el el L ;'-':_-"":J!
ALLAH s Grace to Humankind - 21:107. . =

d. ALLAH is the One God to WHOM belongs the Y ;.jl ] u":’;\ﬁj g:)‘_’,*..;.f..ﬁ
Sovereignty over the heavens and the earth. cc z i

e. There is no one, real or myth - worthy of any form of s gv . S
worship, reverence and obedience and shall never be, but 439 f-mj | o led ooy — &

HIM alone._ o,

:"i.e[;'ti.: ALLAH - the One God WHO grants life and causes fﬁf * ,:ﬁej g’_\ﬁ L;‘g] - jl'
g. Therefore, believe in the ever existence and prime R PR s
supremacy of ALLAH - the One God, and the mission of HIS p—%l’d 0 gn I3 Lﬂ-i**—_lbj
Final Prophet Muhammad, the ‘Ummy Prophet, who o
firmly believes in ALLAH - the One God, and follows HIS ST )9 gl

Speech - the Qur’an.
h. So follow him, and thus you may be guided aright.

Seek Protection against Satanic Prompting

07:200 e .

a. And as and when Satan atfempts to incite you to evil, evil &J_’ d.l:.;.&.ﬂ &f < £ 50 Lal_’,

prompting inclining to evil, then seek refuge with ’ )

ALLAH. i i o af B ®
F 1 -

b. Truly, HE is all-Listening, all-Knowing. p AR ki AL Al

Mercy through Listening to the Qur'an

07:204 . . - .
a. In the perspective of 41:26 describing disbelievers’ attitude sal | j_;A::_Z. T} :;;1;}&.!! et JAET
not to listen to The Qur 'anic recital, but disrupt it with booing z
and laughter, the rebuttal follows: soss b At E
b. And whenever The Qur’an is recited/read aloud, o U {"{'l"' | anly
whether in public or in private, listen to it attentively, and

remain silent so as fo understand its Message and also

demonstrate respect for ALLAH's Word.

¢. Thus you may be blessed with H/S Mercy.

Be Close to Your Rabb
07:205 FdeD o e . e FAT.
a. And commit to the Remembrance of your RABB - the E‘—;\'m —’-LM-’ %) -—’-}-U;JU

Lord Supreme, within yourself, by contemplating to feel HIS

Presence, without raising your voice with all humility and 7 7, 1301 70 2201 %a37 5857
awe in the mornings and in the evenings/sunset. See also : 2 J3a! P T O =2

50:39. 53 . Wb e g B
b. And do not ever be of the ignoring and heedless to the o L_nlfl‘—t-“ ;,.,o ui? N3 L’JL,«;\!I’
Remembrance of ALLAH. i

08 * Al-Anfal

The Angels and The Faithful

08:12 S B 5
a. When your RABB inspired the Angels with His E’&.g_"l.;.]'- Jl é).i} @j; 3]
Command, saying: . .
b.1am with you! 4 = :' o u
¢. Go and strengthen the Faithful and make them stand firm ‘:'L“ ('S"“’ Li
in the battle.
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Journeying Through The Qur’an

d. I shall cast fear into the hearts of the disbelievers - the e _JT 4 “’t El 2 I-
fear of My Prophet Mohammad and his companion fighters. —y %"}b 3 u‘:] grtlE
e. So strike above their necks, meaning their heads, o . . o
f. Strike off every joint of their bodies: arms, hands and 3 |)j',j;,[_9 ) Ej—‘" ]j’ <

fingers, efc. i.e. destroy them completely.

g. This was the scene of the Day of Badr when scores of Angels D R SR .
descended in reinforcement of the Faithful, and The Propher” ©Q L e 2 |52 0 Iy Sle NI
threw a handful of pebbles against them and every single =~

idolater was struck in his eve. The battle was won.

Respondto the Call
08:24-25 / ) .
a. O The Faithful! i 1.“- za 1}:‘1;&3 i L’v{”

b. Respond to ALLAH and to HIS Final Messenger "
Muhammad whenever HE/he calls you to that, which a b TR ek o B
enlivens your souls. phx-‘l LJ pSL"'-’ 131 J g 5

c. And know that if you do not respond to the Call ALLAH's

Command will surely intervene between a person and - -Jj - 5% 22470 . fi2020
temptations of worldly desires and disbelief in his/her heart. 4] S 2
Wording in italics is derived from a Hadith quoted by Al- s opeh Wegem
Muslim in Kitab al-Qady. IEBTT ‘}ajl ) ”‘,‘:.'13
d. And, that it is HE to WHOM you all shall be gathered . . ,
subsequent to the Resurrection. Tl il mras -;; 2223 1.5
e. And guard yourselves against all forms of sedition, & o s
discord and temptation that may also include your riches e o Ea anl JJ"? — 2
and your children/family, as it is not only the wrongdoers il 1;*-\9 3 de b f'g-f
among you who shall be afflicted, it may inflict you too.

f. And be mindful that ALLAH is severe in punishment to o el :'U:"-"-“

those also who stir temptation and/or discord, whether
disbelievers or believers.

Do not betray Allah, the Messenger and your Trusts

08:27

a.0 The Faithful! w3 A7 e il oo T gE
= anl g | goal I

b. Do not betray ALLAH and the Final Messenger 550 lyee ‘U'"”d Ll

Muhammad, i.e. do not abandon compliance to ALLAH's W E A E g 8T s

Injunctions and HIS Prophet's Sunnah. Ey-b Iy : 2iaal 13 925 JauJl

¢. And also do not betray others who repose their trust in

you with personal matters, property and public affairs, etc - TR

when you know. See also Masnad Ahmad, Vol IIl, Pg 135. o3

Source of Temptation

08:28

L2 ’,E” ] x‘lai..,f'f.,", -
a. And vou should know it well that your worldly f\s-*“jj'_} ('3-[}-” Lol 'j-*l"' )
possessions, family status and your children, efc., are given

. g g Eow oo,
to you as a means to test and tempt as it keeps the heart pre- Jeoue 4l ©. )3 e
occupied with this worldly life with little or no time to accord . ;
attention to the Service of ALLAH, o ajas il

b. and, that with ALLAH is the greatest reward.

50



Journeying Through The Qur’an

Spending that brings regret

08:36-37

a. Indeed, those nations and institutions that group the
disbelievers, they spend their riches/resources and direct
their financial assistance, charity and targeted programs
through the Non-Governmental Organizations and various
other channels towards preventing the Muslims from the
Path of ALLAH - the One God.

b. Thus they dissipate their resources that would
ultimately cause them anguish and painful regret, and,
finally after that they shall be overcome.

c. 08:36-37 was revealed in post-Badr situation when Elders
of Makkah pooled money to secure revenge against victory at
Badr in Year 623 that led to Battle of Uhod a couple of years
later. History was repeated during the Crusades, and lately in
Afghanistan, Iraq, Libva, Syria, and implicitly in Pakistan
and other Lands of Crescent.

d. And those who remain disbelievers all their life shall
finally be gathered info the Hellfire.

e. In order that ALLAH - the One God shall sift the
disbelieving/wicked from the believing/pious; see also
35:59,

f. and club together all the disbelieving/wicked by heaping
them one upon another, a/l in one pile, and then cast them
into the Hellfire.

g. Thusitis they who shall be the losers.

i 5 %

S d5al 052 1558 il O

09 * Al-Tawbah

Sifting Commitment to Belief

09:16

a. Do you reckon that you shall ever be left without
ALLAH first distinguishing those among you who (i)
strive diligently in the service of HIS Cause, and (ii) do not
take other than ALLAH, and HIS Messenger, and the
Faithful as allies and well-wishers? See also 02:154-133.

b. Indeed, ALLAH is all-Aware of whatever you do.

¢. Read 09: 16 together with 29:02 and 11-12.

Basis of Ties of Kinship

09:23

a. O The Faithful!

b. Do not take your parents, and your siblings, and vour
sons, and your daughters as your true well-wishers so long
as they adopt the value system and social behavior of people
who prefer disbelief instead of belief. See also 03:28 and
118,05:51 and 58:22.

c. And whoever among you turns to them, despite this
warning, then they are transgressing and wicked.

51

10

;‘,,, ,’E R A
s el o S
o i Sl



Journeying Through The Qur’an

09:24

a. Declare O Prophet Muhammad:

b. 'If your parents, and your children, and your siblings,
and your spouses, and your family/clans, and
wealth/assefs you acquire, and trade/businesses you care
for and fear may slacken, and the houses you cherish are
dearer to you,

c. than (i) obeying ALLAH - the One God, and (ii) HIS
Final Messenger Muhmmad, and (iii) the struggle in HIS
Cause,

d. then just wait until ALLAH brings HIS all-prevailing
Command for your punishment.' See also Al-Bokhart, Kitab
al-Eman.

e. And ALLAH does not like and guide the disobedient
people.

Divine Turns in Mercy

09:27

a. The door to repentance is always open to receive those who
wish to change their mindset and behavior.

b. ALLAH turns mercifully to whom He pleases of those
who repent amongst them,

c. for ALLAH is all-Forgiving, all-Compassionate towards
him who repents and dies repentant.

Dispensing Charitable Donations
09:60
a. The charitable donations - that are given and sanctified to
the Service of ALLAH - shall only go to the following eight
categories:
- the poor, and
- the needy, and
- those employed for that purpose - to collect and
distribute the funds,and
- attract the hearts of those who have been inclined
towards Islam and/or to the new converts, and
- ransom captives, freeing of slaves and/or to pay for the
freedom of jailed innacents and/or prisoners of war,
- those hurdened with debts and sudden expenses, and
- promote the Cause of ALLAH, and
- the traveling alien in need of support.
b. Thisis duty to ALLAH, i.e. it is mandatory to do so.
c. And ALLAH is all-Knowing, all-Wise.

Allah - the One God Watches you

09:105

a. And tellthem O Prophet Muhammad:

b. Do deeds of righteousness and behave well, so that
ALLAH should see you doing righteously, and so should
HIS Final Messenger, and the Faithful.

c. Regretting mistakes and repenting past errvors does not
guarantee forgiveness; it is the subsequent non-repeat of the
same actions which follow such repentance that counts. The
Prophet, ALLAH bless him always, is reported to have said:
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Journeying Through The Qur’an

'Actions are but by intentions.' So intention is seen to be acted
upon.

d. And, you shall be brought back in due course to the All-
Knower of the Unseen, and the Seen.

e. HE shall, then, pronounce to you what you had been
doing in the worldly life and call you to account for that.

Do not plead for the Polytheist
09:113

a. It is not befitting the Prophet Mulammad and those who
have attained Faith to seek and plead forALLAH's
forgiveness for the idolaters and polytheist - even if they
may happen to be their nearest relatives,

b. especially after it became clear to them that they, the
former, are People of the Roaring Fires as they died in a
state of disbelief.

o Obesnd &5
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10 * Yiinus

The Source of Cure and Healing

10:57

a. O People of the World!

b. Surely there has come to you an advice in the form of the
Qur'an from your RABB —the Lord Supreme, and

c. a cure for all spiritual ailments, superstitions and doubts
that are contrary to truth and moral good that may embed
within you, i.e. yvour consciousness, and

d. a Source of Guidance to lead you to the Path of Salvation,
and Mercy for the believers.

Freeto Choose

10:99

a. And had your RABB —the Lord Supreme willed - denying
them free will - all who are on earth would have surely
believed, all of them entirely in ALLAH's Unity, and the
Afterlife.

b. Will you, then, try to thrust upon the people to believe
until they become believers?

c. No - for ‘there is no coeicion or compulsion in matters of

Faith'- 02:256. Those who decide to reject the Truth of Islam,
are condemned to dogmatism and bigotry.
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11 * Had

A Father's Plea

11:45

a. Once the great storm had subsided, and the Ark had come to
rest, then Noah called out of deep paternal love to his RABB
- the Lord Supreme, praying:

b.'OMy RABB - the Lord Supreme!

c. Truly my son foc is of my family.

d. And no doubt YOUR promise is the truth, and

¢. YOU are the Most Just of all judges.'

f. Noah was only asking ALLAH to keep HIS promise to save
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Journeying Through The Qur’an

him and his family - 11:40 - whether believers or disbelievers
- from devastation of the great flood.

Relationships are by Faith, not Biology

11:46

a. And the Divine Word was swift:

b.'O Noah!

c. Your plea for your son is against MY Decree for he is
certainly not of your family as he is not of your Faith;

d. he was definitely of an unrighteous conduct: the son,
Canaan, like his mother, rejected Noah's prophet-hood and
opposed his mission thereby allying with disbelievers. Thus,
both were stripped off their affinity to Noah.

¢. So do not ask of ME about matters of which you have no
knowledge of their true connotations.

f. T advise you not to be among the ignorant of what is
right.’.

g. ALLAH's revelations have always given precedence to ties
of Faith and religion over those of blood and ancestry. To love
or to hate, for sake of ALLAH, has always been and shall
remain the basis of agreement or otherwise among
individuals, families and nations.

h. Abraham could not help his father, Noah his son, and Lot
his wife. So who else could salvage the guilty from ALLAH s
punishment?

Noah admits Erring, Seeks Forgiveness

11:47

a. He said:

b.'OMy RABB - the Lord Supreme!

c. I do indeed seek refuge with YOU from asking YOU
about matters of which I have no knowledge of their true
connotations.

d. If YOU do not kindly forgive me, and show me mercy, I
shall then be among the losers.'

Perversity brings Doom

11:77-78

a. And when OUR angel-envoys came to Lot,

b. he was concerned and worried for them in his heart for
he was powerless to offer them protection against the gay
gangs.

c. And he murmured to himself: 'This is indeed going to be a
very hard and a distressful time!'

d. And his people came rushing towards him with desire of
lust for the angel-envoys as they had been long accustomed
to committing sin and perverted practice(s).

e. He said:

f.'O My People!

g. There are my daughters: get married to them as they are
purer for you, and make natural couples with you.

h. Fear ALLAH - the One God, and do not disgrace me by
yourmotives in front of my guests.

1. Is there not a single reasonable or a right-minded man
among you?'
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Journeying Through The Qur’an

Dreadful Destruction

11:81-82 o B e Fu aid o WX X ., H2
a. Noting the anxiety of Lot, the angel envoys disclosed: I3k UJ 7 ) bl-b_al'—', lj.JLe
b.'O Lot! ’ T

c. In fact we are the angel-envoys from your RABB - the ”T - P unt o g "
Lord Supreme. EJ"J ot G 'AL,?JML’ # J
d. Do not worry. We are your group, and we are strong and = o o

powerful. They will not be able to reach you, and cause you &) 21 Y| ae| 35__9 izl Y3
orus any harm. .

e. So move out with your family, in the course of the night, +* - .« © . . . s 47

and let not anyone of you stay behind, pitEgs 5] ("@‘L" ILe Grams 23]

f. except for your wife, who shall remain behind. b X
g. She shall definitely be afflicted with what is to afflict | 2|5 o & C;a“ Nl =l
them. Lok {D R C:
h. Their appointed time is the morning. B Gie Gl %2143

1. Lot said that he wished the punishment should come sooner. Lebt ] G LAl
j. The angel-envoys comforted him and said: 'Is not the ) R B el B

morning near?’ d*f“f o Dl Lgde b}k’" I3
k. So when OUR Command came, WE turned the sinful 4
city upside down; made its highest partinto the lowest,

l. And WE rained down on it a torrent of stones of baked
clay, continuously, ranged one after another: possibly lava
from a volcanic eruption.

v
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Faith does Not Allow Cheating

11:84and 90 e wun T B e
a. And to Madyan - territory of presently known as Ma'anin -~ A3y JB Lo Jalel cpih JL’,
Jordan, they are also referred to as the People of Avkah -

15:78, 26:176, 38:13 and 50:14, WE assigned their J“e—’ Ji S 1 G ii;f
brethren Shu’ayb with a twin mission: condemnation of e 1 4%

polytheist belief; fighting commercial cheating and economic = Y

corruption. 4l Oy Jiemedl l paas Yy
b. He proclaimed: -

c.'OMy People! T T S NN TR
d. Worship ALLAH - the One God. F=de Ol gl 42 =)
e. You have no one, real or myth, worthy of worship, P .

reverence and obedience other than HIM. ol S Oolie
f. And do not cheat in commercial transactions: do not give ; £

short measure and weight. " - S ke B o 1ot aaseTs
g. 17:35 asserts: ‘And give full measure whenever you : 5'"“‘—‘ Sl A 3

measure out, and weigh with accurate scale.” The Injunction %
applies not merely to commercial transactions but to all 0 3433 S \__j)
dealings between individuals and/or corporate entities. See

also 83:01-09.

h. No doubt I can see you are prosperous through unlawfil

business practice(s), yet, truly 1 fear for you an all-

encompassing punishment.

i. Hence, seek forgiveness from your RABB - the Lord

Supreme for the sins you have committed by duping vour

customers, and turn to HIM in repentance with a sincere

promise of never doing it again.

j. And once you have done it, you will find that my RABB - the

Lord Supreme, is indeed all-Merciful; all-Caring.'
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Journeying Through The Qur’an

11:94

a. And when OUR Command came as a result of their
continued disobedience to OUR Command, WE saved
Shu’ayb, and those who shared his faith, by mercy from
US.

b. And the roaring blast seized the wrongdoers and
wicked; see also 07:91 and 29:37.

c. and when morning came, they lay lifeless in their very
homes.
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12 * Yusuf

Joseph — Trial and Temptation

12:22

a. And when Joseph attained his adulthood and maturity,
WE granted him sound judgment, wisdom and knowledge.
b. And, this is how WE reward the ones who act
righteously.

12:23

a. Being accepted into a family of the ruling elite, and treated 4.5..\::53 U:c Lé.}; 2 _’;a ‘_gJI &

as a son, however, did not stop lady of the house from coveting
to winJoseph's sensual attention.

b. And she, in whose house he was /iving, sought to seduce
him.

c. And she shut firm and bolted the doors and said 70
Joseph: "Come on - [ am here for you!'

d. He said: How is it possible - 'l seek refuge with ALLAH!
e. Indeed, he - your husband - is my master, who has caused
me to stay in this house, and has kept me well.

f. Certainly, the ones who cross the limits of decency are
wrongdoers and they never succeed in the Sight of ALLAH.'

Wild Accusation

12:24

a. And no doubt she desired him for passion and advanced
towards him, and he, too, was about to be inclined towards
her had he not seen a clear sign from his RABB - the Lord
Supreme to remain sinless and protected from Satanic
temptations.

b. If Joseph s reason had not prevailed against his emotions,
he would have succumbed ro temptation.

c. Thus it were WE, WHO shielded him against evil and
averted from him sin and indecency, for he was truly the
one among OUR sincere and faithful servants.

Plea for the Lesser Evil

12:33

a. Joseph made an earnest plea:

b.'O My RABB - the Lord Supreme!

c. Prison is dearer to me than comply with what these
women invite me to do - thus preferring temporal hardship to
indulgence in sin.

d. And unless YOU turn away their guile and treachery
from me, I may succumb and yearn towards them and thus
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Journeying Through The Qur’an

become one of the ignorant’, who cannot decipher between
right and wrong.

12:34

a. So his RABB - the Lord Supreme answered his plea, and
warded off their guile and treachery from him by stationing
him in prison.

b. Truly, it is HE, WHO is the All-Listening, the All-
Knowing.

Turning Fortunes

12:54

a. The King of Egypt established Joseph's innocence and was
impressed by his wisdom in interpreting dreams, and his self-
respectwhen he did not rush to leave the prison and meet him.
b. And the king ordered: 'Bring him to me, I shall have
him serve me personally.’

c. Joseph was thus released from prison absolved of all
fabricated charges.

d. And once he had spoken to him at length, the King said:

e. 'Henceforth you shall have our trust and favor.'

12:56

a. And thus did WE establish Joseph over the land of
Egypt, with full authority to do as he wished.

b. WE cause OUR mercy to reach whoever WE will, and
WE never waste the reward of the righteous, and the ones
who remain steadfast in adversity.

c. ALLAH - the One God thus replaced Joseph's hardship with
ease, and blessed him with prestige and power.
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13 * Ra’d

The Infinite Knowledge

13:08and 10

a. ALLAH - the One God knows what every female bears -
every pregrancy carried in every womb, and

b. every decrease and increase of the wombs. See also
42:49and 31:34.

c. And everything with HIM is by definite measure.

d. It is a// alike for HIM whether any of you speaks in
secret or in public, or quietly or aloud,

¢. whether one seeks to hide under cover of the nighttime,
or goes about openly in broad day /ight.

Willto Change

13:11

a. ALLAH has designed a system of continuous and
uninterrupted observation. Thus each person has guardian-
angels, in succession, replacing each other, in fromt of
him/fer and back of him//ier; watching over him/her by
ALLAH's Command, and noting every little detail.
b. Indeed, ALLAH - the One God does not change a
people's condition unless they first endeavor to change
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Journeying Through The Qur’an
what is within themselves: thinking, attitude, value )‘J 3;; 3L9 "_9""‘ )}_m 3 315 |E
Judgment—the whole mind set. See also 08.53.
¢. As and when ALLAH may decide to afflict a people with

IS 15

- : 2 v‘ AT - -
aharm, then no one can turnitback. O:J 15050 <093 0y g L3
d. And besides HIM, they have #o patron, no one to protect
them.

The Lightening, the Thunder in Worship

13:12-13 P s g . B
a. It is HE, WHO causes you to see the lightning, giving by "5 ‘,._(—.:gﬁ sl 5
rise to both fear and hope - fear for it may destroy when it -
strikes,; and hope for blessed rains to support life. R T (T & (I AT
b. and it is HE, WHO causes the clouds to be heavy and Jiai Ll e beelos
loads them with rain water. o A e e a e s
c. And the thunder extols HIS glory and praise, and sodo .1 F P PPN v C:...,a_j
the Angels, in awe of HIM. See also 17:44. = i g

d. And HE sends the thunderbolts, striking with them . ., Mooe e (AL gks T
whomever HE wills. Gtwad G pall Juln canin>
c. Yet they - the ignorant, disbelievers, secular and atheists- | P W R

dispute about ALLAH's existence, }h’ ”13 = j—‘;—k‘/,‘;.-kj :L/;“‘“EO:’

f. while HE alone is Tremendous in Might.

Honor Promises, Maintain Ties of Kinship

13:20-22 Er

a. Those men and women, young and old who fulfill their u)-\a-ﬂ—»d \'5 -LG—*—’ UJ—’}-’ u‘-ﬂ
promises and agreements they made in the Name of

ALLAH - the One God, and never break their pledges, B4 _JT» TN
b. and those who join together and maintain the O O 00
relationships that ALLAH has commanded to be joined ;v E.  sg v fo
and maintained with blood/cognate relatives; 2 J—.ay ol ey ‘u” b
c. and are in awe of their RABB — the Lord Supreme, and s g
dread the terror of Reckoning at the Time of Judgment; Lf"’UlJ o ‘_;Lm,J.. ;‘.}w u_,s L5, r—r'_)

d. and those who a/ways persevere and remain steadfast in

order to seek the pleasure of their RABB — the Lord i ;mf s w2 oz o A
Supreme, and ) A g el e
€. establis‘h their daily Mandatory Prayers preferably in o B g R S
congregation, and %\ 28 7 Laws 192459 3 3L 20]

f. spend in charity out of what WE have provided for them

on others, secretly and openly, and 5
g. who repel evil with good, i.e. enmity with friendship and ] “'““L'L’ BTN 4..:31_9,

injustice with forgiveness, and do not retaliate by doing what 1
is evil in return for evil done to them. See also 42:40. o I .n.p ‘.:L _L_J b
h. Such people shall have a blissful end when they would B

need it most, at the Time of Judgment.

Bigotry of Dishelievers

13:31

a. And even if there should be a Recital - The Qur'an - that A TR (R T PR T

2 And e Qur'an 3 JL_?J1 a4 g LIETE O ¥
- set the mountains in motion, or P LI S T
- the earth would be shattered, or J-' L}}aﬁ 42 §jlub | “ s-:«’-laﬁ

- the dead would be made to speak with it,
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Journeying Through The Qur’an

- ‘they would still not believe unless ALLAH had enforced
HIS Will’- 10:99.

b. For certain, the Power and Command is altogether with
ALLAH - the One God, i.e. all power and choice to show a
miracle belongs to HIM, and that HE alone knows the
expediencies which go into the working of miracles.
c. Do the believers not realize that, had ALLAH enforced
HIS Will, HE would have indeed guided all human beings
to the Right Way? - the believers, then, should leave the
disbelievers to ALLAH.
d. And the disbelievers, because of their wrong Faith and
associated misdeeds, shall not cease to be afflicted by a
calamity, disaster or hardship, or see it fall at their very
doorstep until ALLAH's promise is fulfilled.
e. Truly, ALLAH never fails o filfill HIS Promise.

Mockery of the Divine Message is to be Punished

13:32

a. And certainly the Messengers were mocked and
ridiculed, before you O Prophet Muhammad,

b. yet initially 1 granted respite to those who disbelieved,
and then suddenly 1 seized them in various forms - all
unbearable, lethal and terrible.

c. And how ferrible was MY punishment! See also 11:102.
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14 * Ibrahim

A Good Word is like a Good Tree

14:24

a. Do you not consider how ALLAH - the One God
compares a good word/the word of truth to a good tree?

b. Its roots are firm in the ground, and its branches spread
out highin the sky.

C. 14.:27 asserts: ALLAH strengthens the believers with firmly
rooted Word of the Qur'an both in the life of this world and the
Afterlife. And 35:10 states: To HIM ascends all good words,
and HE exalts the good deeds.

d. A good word implies a Call to the Righteousness that is the
innermost purpose of every one of ALLAH s Word.

ABad Word is like a Bad Tree

14:26

a. And the example of a bad word/word of falsehood is that
ofabad tree,

b. uprooted from the surface of the earth, with no
resilience to endure - having no stable bed and firm root -
beliefs of a disbeliever have no roots so they lose their ground
quickly; and,

c. fruits of a bad tree - their deeds and actions - are worthless
inthe Sight of ALLAH - see also 13:17.

d. 14:27 states - And ALLAH causes to go astray the ones who
are wicked and evildoers.
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Journeying Through The Qur’a

Favors that cannot be listed

14:34

a. And /E grants you something of all you ask of HIM.

b. And should you ever try to count or list ALLAH's favors
and blessings, you shall never be able to enumerate them
by evaluating them.

c. Surely, human being is unfair and very ungrateful.

15 * Al-Hijr

The Splitters

15:89-93

a. And say:

b. ' am the one who gives clear warnings of the
consequences of disobeying ALLAH's Revelations,’

c. just as WE had sent Revelations for those who split
themselves into factions - the Jews and the Christians - who
later broke the Revelations into parts by tampering with their
Divine Texts, and/or ignoring and violating what was there to

suit their interests. Seealso 27:49.

d. They wish to treat the Qur'an in the same manner and
break it into fragments - believing in some that suite them,
and denying others.

e. So, by your RABB - the Lord Supreme, WE shall
certainly question them for whatever they alleged against
the Truth, and did to promote the allegations.

O s
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16 * Al-Nahl

The Divine Marvels

16:66-67

a. And truly there is a valuable lesson for you in the
livestock.

b. WE give you to drink of that fluid which is in their
bellies, from between their waste matter and blood: pure
milk - which is refreshing to those who drink iz.

c. And WE also provide sustenance from the fruit of the
date-palms and grapevines, fiom which you derive both
juice/wine and wholesome nourishment.

d. This Ayah/Statement was revealed about ten years before
the prohibition of wine/intoxicants in 05:90-91.

e. Surely in this there is a wondrous sign for a people of
understanding and wisdom.

16:68-69

a. And your RABB - the Lord Supreme inspired the honey-
bee through creating instincts to construct the honeycomb,
saying:

b. "Take up your hives of the mountains and of the trees,
and of the trellises which people set up for you.

c. Then feed on all kind of fruitfil blossom, and

d. follow into the ways your RABB - the Lord Supreme has
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Journeying Through The Qur’an

made easy for you.'

e. There comes from her belly - of the honey-bee - a fluid of
diverse colors, in it is healing and health containing
numerous vitamins and nutrients for a people. See also al-
Bokhart and al-Muslim for the Prophetic quotation on honey;
Bah Dawa al-Mabtoun and Bab al-Tadawi bisiqa al-"asal.

f. Truly in this there is a wondrous sign for a people who
think and reflect.

The Organic Curve

16:70

a. And it is ALLAH - the One God, WHO created you; and
then in die course, HE will cause you to die.

b. And there are some of you who are left to the most
miserable and feeble stage of lifetime - the organic curve of
human's growth and decline - so that they no longer
know/remember what they had previously known:
Sforgetfulness catches up with age.

c. ALLAH is indeed all-Knowing for HE is your Creator,
and all-Powerful.

Means of Testing

16:71

a. And it is ALLAH - the One God, WHO has given better
means of sustenance and livelihood to some of you over
some others as a means of testing: both in times of prosperity,
and in times of adversity.

b. So those who are favored are ofien unwilling to share
their provisions with those whom their right hand
possesses, i.e. those whom they acquire in/after the gital
campaign, and/or others who are under their authority:
servants and subordinates so that they might be equal in
this respect.

c. The rich are encouraged to contain their greed and
selfishness, and look with compassion towards the deprived,
and care for them.

d. Why do they, then, renounce ALLAH's blessings, favors
and associate partner(s) with HIM in divinity, worship and
command?

Combine All Goodness, Shun All Evil

16:90

a. Indeed, ALLAH commands justice and kindness to all,
and generosity and goodness towards relatives; and,

b. HE forbids immorality, and injustice, and
transgression in matters of Faith and its oracles.

c. HE advises you repeatedly, so that you may take heed,
and thus be guided aright.
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Journeying Through The Qur’an

Goodness Rewarded
16:97 e )
a. Whoever acts righteously, whether a male or a female, el gl =00 t;::\_.g: Jos oo
while being a believer in ALLAH - the One God and the

e
Aftertife, WE shall definitely grant him/her a good life in B St AT W 80
this world as well as in the Afterlife. See also 20:124 for 4».3.19 O3 e 3R
opposite scenario. L aE A aF ae . -
b. And WE shall reward them better than their Ls U““""‘ FAJ?-W gy
expectations in accordance with what they used to do in the = e
Worldly life. gl s

U-Turn entails Allah’s Wrath
16:106 ‘i P
a. As for the one who renounces faith in ALLAH - the One ¥ ~stos] das 0 Ay Jies
God, after having believed 5
b. except for the one who is compelled to do so against one's UL“JYL % )A.Jjj °J’3| o
free will under torture, threat of death or duress, or who is - T ATE z

misled, or who succumbs to temptation, while ones heart St ge . mAe L - g :
remains truly and firmly committed to the faith and &z |)"’""J".§Jl;’ O Q@J)
content with it, i

c. but the ones who willingly open up their hearts to R BT
disbelief, ) = St S
d. so on them falls ALLAH's wrath and condemnation, and _—
for them is tremendous suffering. 0 Jaias
Advocacy at its Best

16:125 el S
a. Invite people to the Path of your RABB - the Lord LWSA LAl Ll thsl
Supreme with wisdom and good reasoning - see also 29:46 - e T e .
and A A ens se faler s
b. argue with them in best way possible as ‘there shall never D";t?”'ej"j“?j - ! 5’&'?3'“'! L

beany coercion or compulsion in matters of Faith™- 02:256. PP S
¢. Truly your RABB - the Lord Supreme knows best who o alel 52 805 o) el
stray from HIS Path, and . .

P
d. HE also best knows who are guided aright. See also . . -s3= 7287 - LA
22:67-68. oursigally el sag dlle Lo
16:126

Wi o ye  (m S g T BT o=
a. And if you should respond 7o an aggressively hostile 2395 Lo Jieu | g3lad 22236 )3
argument, then let your response be commensurate with - :
the level of hostility expressed against you: it must never be }é‘_‘ Han s Te oa
allowed to become a source of spiritual arrogance and false e ors ==
self-righteousness. o
b. But to endure such situations patiently is far better for o :_jj:-anl-‘ e
the patient. i

)

17 * Al-Isra’

The Unique Journey
17:01

a. Glory to HIM, WHO took HIS servant, Prophet S coun G}:T & A raied
Muhammad, for a Journey by night, from al-Masjid al- R e
Haram in Makkah to al-Masjid al-Aqsa in Jerusalem; TR L2
symbolizing connectivity with past Israelite Prophets and :'L?‘*'“J | J,'/f | ~J! :“-’,’-“‘-‘J l \/;‘
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Journeying Through The Qur’

continuity of the same Divine Faith;

b. the environs of which - the site of ancient Temple of
Solomon and the legacy of the presence of Abraham - WE
blessed,

c. so that WE cause him to see some of OUR Signs of
Divinity and Lordship, the way WE caused Abraham to see —
06:75. The event is referred to as al-'Isra’

d. Truly, HE alone is the all-Listening, the all-Seeing.

Be kind to the Parents

17:23

a. And your RABB - the Lord Supreme has decreed that you
shall worship no one but HIM alone,

b. and that you shall be kind to your parents.

c. Should either of them, or both of them, reach old age,
while with you, never say to them even one word of
disrespect, anger or contempt to suggest that you are getting
fed up with looking afier them,

d. and do not raise your voice at them, or scold them, and
always address them with respectful words.

e. ALLAH - the One God has made it mandatory to respect
and treat parents well by combining it with the Command to
worship HIM. The injunction repeats itself vide 31:14, where
the inevitable need to thank HIM has been bracketed with the
need to thank one's parents.

17:24

a. And spread over both of them the wings of your
tenderness, in humility out of compassion

b. and pray:

c. 'O My RABB - the Lord Supreme, WHO sustains all
creation!

d. Please be merciful to both of them, as they nurtured me
and cared for me in my infancy and childhood.'

Goodness of Manners

17:26-27

a. Furthermore, take care of the essential expenses of the
poor amongst your near relatives; it is their right on you,
and

b. the mercy and generosity should also be extended to the
other needy, and to the traveler in need.

c. But do not squander wastefully and recklessly; do not be
extravagant,

d. for the squanderers are, indeed, brethren of the Satan,

¢. and the Satan has indeed been most ungrateful to his
RABB - the Lord Supreme.

17:28

a. If peaple needing help come to you and you have nothing to
give them, and for that reason you are compelled to turn
them down, while seeking kindness from your RABB - the
Lord Supreme, which you hope for,

b. then, at /east, say to them words of comfort.
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Journeying Through The Qur’

17:29-30

a. And do not keep your hand tied to your neck - do not be
miserly in matters of dispensing charity,

b. as also do not stretch it out to the utmost limit - do not be
extravagant - lest you find yourself blamed by your
dependents and reduced to destitution thereby being unable
to fulfill the basic needs of your family.

c. Indeed, your RABB - the Lord Supreme expands the
provision for whoever HE wills, and/or restricts it for
whoever HE wills.

d. HE is certainly all-Aware of the needs of HIS servants,
and Sees them all.

Setting Values Right

17:31

a. And do not Kkill your children for fear of
impoverishment.

b.Itis WE, WHO provide sustenance for them and for you
too.

c. The killing of them is indeed a great sinful mistake. See
also 81:08-09.

d. Reference to the Pagan custom of burying female children
alive as well as to the occasional sacrifices of male children to
some of their entities for worship. However, the prohibition
has a timeless validity inasmuch as it also relates to abortions
and/or selling children in a number of third world societies
for fear of impoverishment in the absence of a meaningful
social security system.

Islam Preserves Human Life

17:33

a. And do not kill any soul/human being, for ALLAH - the
One God has forbidden such killing, except in the course of
justice.

b. And as and when someone has been killed wrongfully or
unjustlv, WE have empowered his/her legal heir of the
right to seek retaliation, or damages, or to forgive.

c. But even then the legal heir should not be excessive in
retributive killing, i.e. do not avenge injustice by counter
injustice.

d. S/he is indeed supported by ALLAH by way of the
provisions and procedures of the Law.

an
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18 * Al-Kahf

The Sleepers

18:09

a. Do you reckon that the Men of al-Kahf, large
mountainous cave or cavern, and al-Raqim were an
unusually amazing and an extraordinary wonder among
OUR other Wondrous Signs?

18:10-11

a. When the young men hid in the Cavern and prayed:
b.'O Our RABB - the Lord Supreme!

c. Please bless us with YOUR mercy and grace, and
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Journeying Through The Qur’an

provide for us right mindedness in our affair.’

d. Thereupon, WE literally plugged their ears to prevent all
hearing in the Cavern, conveying the sense of deep sleep for
a number of years, and thus they remained cut off from the
outside world.

Timeto Wake-Up

18:19-20

a. And such being their state, i.e. their sleep was not like the
habitual sleep of common people, very similarly, their rising
too was distinct from natural habitual awakening.

b. WE awakened them; fit and healthy without usual
nourishment,

c. and they began to question one another.

d. One of them asked:

e.'How long have you remained thus?’

f. Some of them answered:

g. '"We may have remained thus for a day, or perhaps a part
ofaday.’'

h. Others said:

1. 'Only your RABB — the Lord Supreme knows best how
long you have remained thus.

J. Let, then, one of you go with this paper currency note of
yours to the city marker, and let him find out which food is
most suitable/purest there, and bring you some of it — rhe
first thing they felt after awakening was pangs of hunger:

k. But behave with great care, and let no one become
aware of you.

1. ALLAH's power to create life, to cause it to disappear, and,
then to reappear/resurrect it has appeared with specific
examples vide 03:27, 06:95, 10:31 and 30:19, etc.

m. For, truly, if they should discover you, they would
either stone you to death, or force you back to their creed,
in which case you shall never attain any good and success
in the Sight of ALLAH.'

n. During their sleep, time had stood still for them, so they
remained apprehensive that the outside world was hostile fo
them.

Glimpse of Resurrection

18:21

a. And in this way had WE drawn residents’ of the city
attention to their case, so that they might know that
ALLAH's promise of the Resurrection is true, and that
there can be no doubt about the coming of the Last Hour.

b. Later, Men of the Cavern died their natural death and were
buried.

c. The people argued among themselves as to what
happened to them, and how their burial place may be
honored.

d. Some of them said:

e. 'Build a monument in their memory. Their RABB - rhe
Lord Supreme knows their case best.'

f. Those whose opinion prevailed in their affair said:

g. "We must raise a Masjid/Place of Worship in their
memory.'
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Journeying Through The Qur’a

h. The archeological site on the outskirts of Amman in Jordan
is reported to show-case the Cavern and the Place of
Worship.

The Infinite Praise

18:109

a. Say O Prophet Muhammad!

b. 'If water of the oceans were to be inkwell to write the
Words of Praise and Gratitude of my RABB — the Lord
Supreme,

c. the oceans would deplete before the Words of Praise and
Gratitude of my RABB —the Lord Supreme were completed,
even if we were to bring another like it to its aid.’ See also
31:27.

Gk 313 5T 08y U5
o Saal 3h5 of T8 207 dud

o VSl Vel

19 * Maryam

Mary, the Virgin

19:16

a. O Prophet Muhammad!

b. And relate the narrative of Mary through this Divine
Book, and

c. when she withdrew from her family to the eastern place
of the Temple to which she had been dedicated by her mother -
03:35-37, and where she would remain in a state of ‘Itikaf -
spiritual meditation/solitude.

The Remarkable Birth

19:17-19

a. Then she set up a screen ro veil herself in seclusion from
them.

b. WE, then, sent OUR angel-envoy to her, and he assumed
the likeness of a human in all similarity as 06:09 implies that
humans cannot perceive an angel in his true manifestation,
ALLAH thus caused him to appear to Mary in a shape
accessible to her perception

c. Mary seemed to have become shaken and startled by a
stranger's sudden appearance in the place of her seclusion,
and in panic she screamed:

d. Go away. 'l definitely seek protection of AL-RAHMAN,
the Lord Supreme of Infinite Mercy, from you should you be
here with evil motive.

e. Do not come near me if you are pious and ALLAH-
fearing'and abstain from committing any evil.

f. The angel-envoy sought to calm her by saying:

g. 'l am only an angel-envoy of your RABB - the Lord
Supreme,

h. and 1 have been sent to present for you a boy/son, most
righteous, endowed with purity.'

1. Angel-envoys had also appeared in human form before this
eventto Abraham and Lot - 15:52-65.

19:20-21

a. She was shocked and said:

b. 'How shall I have a baby-boy when I am not married and
no human has ever touched me,

c¢. and a/so I have never been an insolent or an unchaste
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Journeying Through The Qur’a

woman?'

d. The angel-envoy answered:

e. 'So it shall be’ even if you are not married and no man has
ever touched you.

f. Thus said your RABB — the Lord Supreme: 'Itis easy for
ME, WE shall do this, and you shall have a boy — see also
21:91 and 66:12 - as WE cause events to happen which may
otherwise be inconceivable before they actually materialize.
g. And WE shall make him an exemplary sign for
humankind, and, an act of grace and mercy from US.

h. And it had been that, this matter is already decreed.’

19:22-23

a. So in due course, she conceived him, and then withdrew
with him while being pregnant to a remote place - the
present site of Bethlehem, in order to avoid public.

b. And when the severity of childbirth - labor pains - came
upon her, by the trunk of a palm-tree.

c. In her anguish she cried:

d. 'Ooh, I wish I had died before this, and I had been
forgotten, completely forgotten!'

19:24-26

a. Then a voice called her out from underneath her:

b. 'Do not grieve; do not feel remorseful!

c. Your RABB — the Lord Supreme, has caused a [ittle
stream to flow below you.

d. So shake towards you holding the trunk of the date-
palm tree, and it will cause fresh and ripe dates drop down
by you: thus the popular perception among the Christians
that Jesus was born in winters is repudiated. It was the time of
summers when fresh ripe dates are found on palm-trees in
Bethlehem/Palestine.

e. So eat of fresh and ripe dates and drink stream water and
re-freshen your eyes - be relaxed!

f. And if you iappen to see any human being, then abstain
[from conversing, and convey by way of signal/gesture, not
words-asin 19:10-

g. 'T have vowed a Fast to AL-RAHMAN, the Lord of
Infinite Mercy, and therefore, I shall not speak a word fo
any human being today.

Facing the People

19:27-28

a. At length, the baby-boy was born and with him she came
to her people, carrying him.

b. They were shocked to see the baby-boy, and accused her of
being unchaste saying:

c.'OMary!

d. You have come with an unprecedented and terrible thing
indeed!

e. O Sister of Aaron! — reference to her lineage as she may
have descended from Aaron, the brother of Moses.

f. Your father was not an insolent or morally weak person,
and your mother roo was not an unchaste woman!'
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Journeying Through The Qur’an

19:29

a. Thereupon, she pointed towards him - the baby-boy.

b. They agitated:

c. 'How shall we converse with the one who is yer an infant
in the cradle?'

19:30-33

a. With accusations all around, the baby-boy spoke:

b. 'Indeed, Tam aservant of ALLAH.

c. HE has given me the Book of Divine Revelations and
made me a Prophet. See also 03:46 and 30-33;

d. and HE has made me the one who is blessed wherever I
may be;

e. and HE has enjoined on me establishing the Prayer, and
paving out the Zakat as long as I live.

f. And likewise, HE has made me kind and dutiful to my
mother;

g. and HE has not made me arrogant and ungracious.

h. So peace was on me the time I was born,

i. and peace shall be on me the Time I shall die,

J. and peace shall be on me the Time I get resurrected alive.'
k. 19:30-33 may also be understood as having been uttered by
Jesus at a much later time, i.e. after he had reached maturity
and been actually entrusted with his prophetic mission and
received Injil. However, both scenarios affirm Jesus'
humanity, not divinity. See also 03:59 'Jesus is, before
ALLAH, like Adam. HE created him from dust, then said to
him: Be! And he was'.

19:34

a. This was Jesus, son of Mary.

b. The Word of truth, about the nature of which they are
still in doubt and dispute - an allusion to the Christian
slander that he was the son of God and, therefore, God
incarnate. See also 03:59; 04:156.

A Monstrous Assertion

19:88-92

a. And the Christians allege:

b. '"AL-RAHMAN, the Lord of Infinite Mercy, has taken fo
HIMSELF a son' - an allusion to the Christian belief in Jesus

son of Mary as 'the son of God', and, in general, to every belief

in God's incarnation, like Buddha, etc.

c. Indeed, by this assertion, you have come up with

something monstrous, blasphemous and disastrous thing of
falsehood,

d. whereby the cosmos and the space might almost rupture
and rent into fragments,

c. and the earth burst and split asunder,

f. and the mountains stagger and fall, and crumble down in
pieces,

g. for that people should attribute a son to AL-RAHMAN,
the Lord of Infinite Mercy,

h. while it is inconceivable and not fitting to HIS Majesty,
that AL-RAHMAN, the Lord of Infinite Mercy, should have
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Journeying Through The Qur’an

to HIMSELF ason, or a daughter.

i. The hypothesis that ALLAH - the One God might have a
child/son presupposes a degree of likeness between the father
and the son; but ALLAH is unique in every respect: ‘there is
nothing like HIM - 42:11'. and 'nothing that could be
compared with HIM"- 112.:04.

20 * Ta Ha

Moses' Mission

20:10

a. When he - Moses - saw a fire in Sinai desert, he said to his
family/wife Zipporah and son Gershom:

b. 'You stay here!

c.Infact, I have noticed a fire.

d. Perhaps I can bring you some flaming brand from it, or
find some guidance by the fire.

20:11-14

a. So when he came close to it - the fire that he had noticed
from a distance,

b. a voice called out fo him, or he perceived calling from a
tree-28:30:

c.'0 Moses!

d. Truly itis I, your RABB —the Lord Supreme.

e. So take-off your sandals, for you are in the sacred
valley, Tuwa - in the Sinat Peninsula, Egypt. See also 79:16.
f. And know that I have chosen you for prophet-hood.

g. So listen atrentively to what is being revealed on to you.

h. Truly,I and I alone,am ALLAH.

i. There is no entity, and can never be any, worthy of
worship, reverence and obedience in the whole universe
other than ME.

J- Therefore, worship ME alone,

k. and establish the Prayers for MY Remembrance.'

20:24

a.'Go to Pharaoh!

b. Invite him to accept the true Faith for he has grown defiant
and exceeded all limits in transgression -' a reference to
Pharaoh's claim to divinity - 28:38 and 79:24.

Request Made, Request Granted

20:29-32

a. Being mindfiil of upcoming challenges, Moses submitted:
b. Kindly appoint an assistant for me from my own family,
who may assist me to carry the burden of the assigned
Mission.

c. Aaron, my elder brother, as he is more fluent in his speech
thanme-28:34;

d. so that Imay reinforce my resolve with him,

¢. and have him share in my Mission

f. The request was granted - 20:34.
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Journeying Through The Qur’an

Mission Defined

20:47

a. The Divine command continues:

b. Go, then, the two of vou to him— Pharaoh - and proclaim:
c. "We are the Messengers of your RABB — the Lord
Supreme.

d. So let the Israelites go fiee with us, and do not oppress
them anymore - see also 02:49, 07:141,14:06 and 26.:16-17.
e. We have come to you with a Miraculous Sign from your
RABB —the Lord Supreme.

f. And know that HIS peace shall be on the one who follows
HIS Guidance.’

Confronting the Tyrant

20:57-58

a. So Moses and Aaron went to the Pharaoh, presented the
Divine Signs and invited him to the truth as commanded.

b. The Pharaoh said:

c. 'Have the two of you come to us to drive us out of our
land, and deprive us of our rule with your magic, O Moses?
d. In that case, we foo shall bring the like of your magic to
challenge you.

¢. Soset an appointment between us and between you,

f. which neither we nor you shall break, at a central place
convenient for us both.'

Show of Falsehood

20:65-67

a. The magicians of Egypt were called in a show of magic
power.

b. They challenged:

c. 'O Moses!

d. Either you would cast the staff first, or shall we be the
first ones to cast?’

e. Moses responded:

f.'Ratheryou cast first!'

g. And by virtue of their magic, their strings and sticks
suddenly appeared to him, i.e. Moses, Aaron as well as to the
audience, as if these were moving swiftly. See also 07:116.

h. So Moses sensed a fear within himself, and was actually
Sfrightened.

The Truth Prevails

20:68-70

a. The Divine Voice called out:

b. O Moses!

c. Do not be frightened.

d. You shall definitely prevail.

e. And now cast down that staff which is in your right
hand;

f. and it shall swallow up all moving strings and sticks that
they have crafted.

g. For, they have crafted is nothing but a magician’s
trickery and deception;

h. and the magician can never succeed, wherever s/he may
be,' or no matter what s/he does - conveying a categorical
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Journeying Through The Qur’an

condemnation of all kinds of magic.

i. Thereupon, the magicians, led by the Truth, fell down in
prostration.

j- They declared:

k. "We believe in RABB — the Lord Supreme of Aaron and
Moses.'

Falsehood Disappears

20:77-78

a. Then, in due course, WE thus revealed to Moses:

b. "Move out of the city of Cairo by night along with MY
servants;

c. and strike out for them with your staff a dry passage
across the Red Sea, and let them walk through it.

d. And do not dread chase/pursuit by Pharaoh's troops, or
fear that they will drown.' See also 26:63-66.

e. Then Pharaoh chased/pursued them with his troops.

f. But the sea inevitably wrapped them, and it was destined
to wrap them completely.

Blessings Showered

20:80-82

a. O Israelites!

b. This is how WE salvaged you from your enemy.

c. And then WE made a covenant with you - 02:63 and
02:53 - on the right side of the Mount Sinai.

d. And WE repeatedly sent down for you the Manna — sweet

as honey, resinous substance exuded by certain plants of the ©

desert - and the quails freely, without much effort on your
part, while being in the wilderness of Sinai Desert.

e. Saying. eatof the good and lawfil things, which WE have
provided for you.

f. And do not be defiant and transgress therein, lest you
shouldincur MY wrath and inescapable retribution.

g. And the one who incurs MY wrath and retribution has,
indeed, thrown oneselfinto destruction and utter ruin;

h. And yet, undoubtedly, I am the Most-Forgiving towards
anyone who repents, and

i. the one who believes in MY Unity and the Afterlife, and

j. is regular in diligently fulfilling the requisites of faith by
doing deeds of righteousness, and thereafter keeps to rhe
Guidance.
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21 * Al-Anbiya’

The Inevitable End

21:35

a. Every soul//iving being is to experience the pain of death.
b. And WE put you to test your earnest in Faith with
adversity - illness, grief, pain and poverty, eic., and
prosperity - situations of health, happiness and affluence.

c. And to US you are to be returned for reckoning.
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Journeying Through The Qur’an

Job’s Affliction and Relief

21:83-84 _p :TJ” e JIE’
a. And Job, when he cried out to his RABB — the Lord G gl o0 3 s
Supreme: J g e
b. 'Indeed, this ailment has thoroughly exhausted me, and o 5 > ‘le (:_;_3. C’AJG 20

I am trying to endure it with fortitude. Please deliver me from
this by having mercy on me as YOU are the Most Merciful of

all who are merciful.'
c. So WE responded to him, and WE relieved him from P =,
ailment which he suffered fiom. }_é_;:, (,_é,E_fj My ﬁ@l;j e

d. And WE brought him back his family, which had
abandoned him to his fate after his ailment, and as many - P z
more grand children with them, as a grace from US,and as  © u’.:l:—’-u, S0 Lle
an example to the devout.

e Foo .

Jonah is Swallowed and Rescued
21:87-88 Ege s 2 .4 . %, 4o -
a. And Jonah alias Dhu'l-Niin means Man of the Whale, ol uhﬁ Loatis ad '5,! ‘-’)J-J! 133
when he fled like a runaway slave' - 37:140 - disappointed

and in fury with his own people of Nineveh, Assyria. of e ST b de3Gh ae us
b. And he reckoned that WE would have no power over 2E S R
him fo cause him any distress. s . s £_g @

c. But then he landed in a difficult situation, 37:141, and he im ) Tl Col N} )Y
called out to US in the midst of the darkness:

d. 'There is no entity, and can never be any, worthy of o sl c
worship, reverence and obedience other than YOU! ° \—’HJ:H o?
e. Limitless glory is to YOU! TN O T
f. Indeed, I have been of the ones who acted improperly.' | e anagy sa) Ll
2. So WE answered his plea, and WE rescued him from
distress in which he hadfallen. A S (I e
h. Tt is thus WE rescue those who are the Faithful, and turn o e bell o TS
to US sincerely repenting for their offences. See also 68:48-
49.
No Sectarian Divide
21:92-94 of #._ zsh augh ‘
a. O The Faithful! 513 B3 &l (,i’ 2l Zolum ol
b. Undoubtedly, this religious community of yours, is one . . i
single community with one single Faith, AX g A 8
c. and, I am your One and the Only RABB — the Lord 0 e b e
Supreme. e .

% s L des A L7Es 7 -

d. So, worship ME alone. il ; A ane
e. But some people have divided the Unity of Faith - 23:53 - ol Je= i el 1yedatS
and splintered their religious affairs among themselves;
f. forgetting that they all have to return to US, and be held o )
accountable for creating factions.

g. And yet, whoever does the least of deeds of Y TR =
righteousness, and is a believer, his/er endeavor shall not FE % l 2 J"""’ =
be disregarded, i.e. even the breach of religious unity may .
not be unforgivable so long as it does not involve the worship 4 Ly ;5\.;..:..’1 g E.Aé:- S 3.5 e
of entities other than ALLAH - the One God, 04:116. . -

h. And, indeed WE are recording it in his/her favor. I
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Journeying Through The Qur’a

Muhammad - Blessing for the Humankind

21:107

a. And WE have not sent you O Prophet Muhammad except
as a manifestation of OUR Grace and Mercy for all Worlds;
all communities; all beings - human and jinn.

b. Ibn Kathir states that Ibn 'Umar is reported to quote the
Prophet, ALLAH bless him always, that: 'l am the blessing
sent by ALLAH so that I lift up the people who obey HIM, and
humbile the others who disobey HIM.'

22 * Al-Hajj

Creation, Life and Resurrection

22:05

a. O People of the World!

b. If you are in doubt about trut/ ofthe Resurrection,

c. then realize that WE created every one of you out of dust -
and gradually developed you through the following stages
where the fetus travels to womb before taking a human form,
d. and after that (i) out of a drop of seminal fluid,

c. and after that (ii) out of a clot of blood — a clinging cell
mass,

f. and after that (iii) out of an embryonic lump, complete
initselfand yet not complete,

g. so that WE might make things clear to you about your
origin.

h. And WE cause to (iv) retain in the mothers’ wombs
whatever WE desire, for a specified term,

i. and after that WE (v) bring you out as babies, then WE
nourish you so that you may grow up to attain your full
maturity. See also 23:12-14.

j- And among you some are caused to die young and some of
you live on to the most degrading and abject old age - worst
part of the age when human faculties and senses begin to
degenerate - when all that they once knew, they
know/remember no more by becoming forgetfil.

k. And if vou are still in doubt about the Resurrection, you
can see the land lifeless, barren and dead;

1. and you see that the earth suddenly stirs up to life when
WE send down ke lifeline of rain water upon it, it swells
and blossoms with a/i kind of vegetation.

Universal Submission to Allah - the One God

22:18

a. Do you never consider that all things and beings in the
cosmos, the space, and all things and beings in and on the
earth always bow down in worship and submission to
ALLAH - the One God,

b. and so do the sun, and the moon, and the stars, and the
mountains, and the trees, and the beasts, willingly or
unwillingly - 13:15, and so do a great number of human
beings? See also 16:48-50.

c. Yet there are ai/so a great number of hiuman beings who
defy HIM consciously, and will inevitably have to suffer the
deserved punishment in the Afierlife.
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Journeying Through The Qur’an

d. And the one whom ALLAH shall disgrace at the Time of S M ﬁﬂ:;l )Jg’i 27

Judgment shall have no one who could give him//er honor.
e. Surely, ALLLAH does whatever HE wills.

Intentions, Not Appearances

22:37

a. But bear in mind that it is neither their meat nor their
blood of the sacrificed animals that reach up to ALLAH -
reference to the acts of devotion during the Hajy,

b. rather it is your piety and ALLAH-consciousness that
reaches HIM, as also your compliance to HIS Commands
with diligence and sincerity.

¢. Thus, it is to this end that HE has caused them to be
subservient to your needs,

d. so that you may proclaim the glory of ALLAH - the One
God for guiding you to true belief.

e. And give good news to those men and women, young and
old, who are devoted to doing deeds of righteousness.

Defense against Tyranny and Aggression

22:39-40

a. Those believers against whom war is waged, or who are
attacked and persecuted, are permitted to fight in self-
defense, for they have been oppressed. See also 02:190-
193.

b. And, for sure, ALLAH has the power to help them fo
victory.

c. They are the ones who were evicted from their
homelands against their basic human rights and without a
reason, only for saying:

d. 'Our RABB — the Lord Supreme is ALLAH - the One
God!'

e. Were it not for ALLAH's repelling some people by
others, the monasteries, the churches, the
oratories/synagogues and the masajid/mosques in all of
which ALLAH is regularly worshiped and HIS Name is
often and abundantly extolled,

f. would surely have been demolished with the result that
ALLAH is no longer worshiped, and the world becomes void
of ALLAH.

g. The corollary is that the defense of religious freedom, i.e.
one s faith and the obligations arising from that faith, is the
foremost cause for which arms may be takenup - 02:193.

h. And ALLAH definitely helps those who uphold HIM in
the Service of HIS Cause.

i. For sure, ALLAH is all-Powertful, all-Mighty.

Pattern of Hostility against the Truth

22:42-44

a. And if they, who deny the Truth and accuse you O Prophet
Muhammad of falsehood, then /et it be so, _

b. as before them, the people of Noah, the tribes of " Ad and
Thamid similarly accused their Prophets of falsehood,

c. as did the people of Abraham, and the people of Lot,

d. and the people of Madyan — situated on the Red Sea;

e. and, so 00 was Moses accused of falsehood hy the
Pharaohites, and, at times, by his own people - 40:39-43.
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Journeying Through The Qur’a

f. In every case, 1 gave respite to the disbelievers, but then I
seized them as they persisted in disbelief and injustice.

2. So how awfill was MY retribution for denying ME and
MY Messages!

Approaching the Truth

22:67

a. For every religious community WE have made acts of
devotion, which they observe.

b. Therefore, the ones who follow their own ways other than
yours should neither bicker, nor draw you into dispute in
this matter;

¢. but keep inviting them, and continue to call them to the
True Path of your RABB —the Lord Supreme.

d. Given that, you are indeed on a Path of Right Guidance
inrespect of beliefs and code of laws.

22:68-69

a. And should they argue or dispute with you then just say:
b. “ALLAH is fully aware of what you do in acts of
devotion.’

¢. 'For me are my deeds, and I shall bear the responsibility of
my beliefs and deeds, and for you are your deeds. You are free
of what I do, i.e. you are not responsibie for what I believe and
do; and, likewise, I am firee of what you do." 10:41 and
109:01-06.

d. For, indeed, ALLAH shall judge between you on the Day
of Judgment regarding what you disagree with us in
matters of Faith and its oracles.

Falsehood hides behind Denial

22:72

a. And whenever OUR Messages from the Qur’an are
recited/read out to them in all clarity, you shall recognize
signs of disgust and utter rejection on faces of those who
disbelieve.

b. They would almost assault those who recite/read out
OUR Messages to them.

c. Say:

d. 'Shall I tell you of something worse and more painful
than that repugnance that you feel towards ALLAH s
Messageinthe Qur'an?

¢. The Fire of Hell!

f. ALLAH has promised it to those men and women, young
and old, who disbelieve.

g.And what a wretched outcome!’

Paths Leading to Salvation
22:77-78
a. 0 The Faithful!
- Kneel down, and prostrate yourselves in Prayer, and
- thus worship your RABB — the Lord Supreme,
submissively, and
- always do deeds of righteousness: cultivation of
family ties, moral virtues, taking care of the orphans,
and all that brings one closer to ALLAH - the One God,
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Journeying Through The Qur’an

b. so that you may expect to achieve success in the Sight of
ALLAH - signifying attainment of bliss in the Afterlife.
c. And strive hard with uimost effort for upholding the Cause
of ALLAH - the One God, in a manner worthy of that
striving; o, with all the effort due to HIM.
d. It is HE, WHO has chosen you specially to carry out this
task, and has not imposed any burden on you in matters of'
the religion and its oracles; that is free of dogmas and
complicated rituals, imposes no taboos and self-
mortification, and it takes fully into account the fact that
'human has been created weak'- 04:28.
e. It is the continuation of the Faith of your spiritual
Jforefather Abraham, and of all who consciously submit
themselves to the ALLAH - the One God.
f. And, it is HE, WHO has named you the Muslims, both in
the past in the former Divine Scriptures, and in this Qur'an,
- so that the Messenger may be a witness over you by
testifving that he delivered the Message, and
- that you may be witnesses over other people by
testifving that the Messenger did deliver the Message -
02:143.
g. Thus,
- establish the daily Mandatory Prayers preferably in
congregation, and
- pay out the mandatory Zakat, and
- hold fast to ALLAH by following the Qur'an and its
dictates, i.e. create connectivity with ALLAH.
h. HE is your Benefactor.
i. And a blessed Benefactor, and a blessed Giver of Help!
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23 * Al-Mi’miniin

Defining the Faithful

23:01

a. Success in the Sight of ALLAH is truly attained by those
men and women, young and old who are firm believers in the
Unity of ALLAH, HIS Revelations, HIS Messengers and the
Afterlife-49:15and 87:14.

Ward-Off Evil with Good

23:96-98

a. Regardless of what the disbelievers may say or do, repel
their evil/falsity which they commit against Islam with what
is better; in a general sense it means to counter evil with good
in serving the Cause of Islam so as to win the hearts of others
inits favor.

b. WE are fir/ly aware of all that they allegedly attribute
against you.

c. And say in your prayer:

d."OMy RABB —the Lord Supreme!

e. I seek refuge with YOU from e evil urgings and
provocations of the satans — evil among the human and the
Jjinn;

f. and, I also seek refuge with YOU, O my RABB - the Lord
Supreme, lest they may even approach me, or be around me.
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Journeying Through The Qur’an

g. The Prophet, ALLAH bless him always, is reported by
Qurtubi to have said that Satan tempts people to do evil, and
that this praver ‘d-f’ is the best protection against its
attempts. Or as the Prophet may have said.

24 * Al-Nar

Adultery is to be Punished Publicly

24:02

a. Having outlawed adultery vide 17:32, it is mandated that
the one who is an adulteress, and the one who is an
adulterer, where both engage out of wedlock and are equally
guilty, lash each of them with a hundred lashes on

validation of adultery in accordance with the conditions of

the statutory punishment - 04:15-16.

b. The act of lashing should not be too severe as to cut the
flesh, it must be confined to the skin.

c. And let not any compassion, pity or sympathy for either,
or both of them keep you away from executing the
command, and complying with this law of ALLAH's
religion, if you truly believe in ALLAH - the One God, and
the Last Day.

d. And let a group of believers witness their punishment so
as to create a demonstration effect for people to take warning.
e. The reported Prophetic practice of stoning to death for
adultery actually derived its origin from the Torah
Law/Deuteronomy 22:20-21. The practice became void afier
this Avah/Statement was revealed with a more pragmatic and
an equitable approach. Indeed it is inconsiderable that the
prophet with each country up to an explicit several on to him.

Prevention of False Accusations

24:04-05

a. As for those who falsely slander against fiee chaste
married women and accuse them of adultery, other than the
accuser's own wife where 24:06-07 applies, without
bringing four eve witnesses in support of their accusation,

b. then they should be charged with the false accusation and
lash them with eighty lashes;

c. and, furthermore, never accept their testimony, and/or
evidence ever afterwards: (o be debarred for life;

d. for it is they who are rruly the immoral as their faith has
become corrupt.

¢. Exceptions are those who repent with sincerity after this
false accusation, mend their ways, and improve their habits
afterwards so that there is no risk of repetition of falsehood
from them;

f. for, surely ALLAH is
Compassionate.

all-Forgiving, Ever-

24:06-07

a. And as for those hushands who falsely accuse their own
wives of adultery, and have no other eye witnesses except
for themselves,

b. then the testimony of such a person would be to swear
four times by ALLAH that he is for sure from among the
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Journeying Through The Qur’an

truthful in his accusation, i.e., one testimony of husband is
equivalent to four testimonies;

c. and, the fifth time, his oath is to say that ALLAH's curse
be upon him if he has been from among the liars.

24:08-10

a. And similarly, punishment is averted from his wife, if
she gives testimony and swears four times by ALLAH that
he, the accusing husband, is certainly from among the liars
in accusing her, i.e., one testimony of wife is equivalent to four
testimonies;

b. and, the fifth time, her oath is to say, that ALLAH's
wrath - condemnation - be on her if he - the husband — has
been among the ones who are truthful.

c. Thus, ensuring equal justice to both, the husband's
accusation is to be regarded as proven if the wife refuses to
take an oath to the contrary, and vice versa.

d. And had it not been for ALLAH's mercy upon you and
HIS grace 1o open a way to repentance, then you would have
been more perturbed under such circumstances,

e. and that ALLAH is surely Acceptor of Repentance, all-
Wise.

Beware of Slandering

24:19 and 23

a. As for those who enjoy spreading unfounded allegations
of immorality against any of the believers; or, those who
love to see immorality spread among the believers,

b. for such slanderers there is grievous suffering and an
agonizing punishment both in this world and in the
Afterlife.

c. 49:12 states: 'Avoid any gossip about one another, for,
beware, such gossip is in itself a sin.’

d. Al-Bokhari quotes a report from the Prophet, ALLAH bless
him always: Never does a believer draw a veil over the
nakedness (baring his fault/weakness/perceived sin) of the
other believer without ALLAH's drawing a veil over his/her
own nakedness on Resurrection Day." Or as the Prophet may
have said.

¢. And ALLAH knows the exact truth as well as the
intentions of such people, whereas you do not know.

f. Surely, those nen who slander honorable, innocent
believing females with a false charge without remorse or
regret are cursed in this world as well as in the Afterlife.

g. And for such s/anderers shall be terrible punishment.

h. 33:58 states - And those who undeservedly malign male
believers and female believers for no wrong they might have
done, they shall have surely burdened themselves with the
guilt of perjury and slander and a flagrant sin.
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Journeying Through The Qur’a

Refining Social Morality

24:30

a. Direct the believing males to always restrain their
gaze/looks, or to turn it away from looking at the females,
whom it is lawfid for them to marry;

b. and to safeguard their chastity and private parts so as to
prohibit all illicit acts for fulfilling unlawful passions. The
initial act is to cast eye, and the ultimate act is adultery.

c. This is more conducive to their purity. See also 40:19.

d. Surely ALLAH is all-Aware of what they contrive.

24:31
a. And direct the believing females also to always lower
down their gaze/looks, or to turn their looks away from
looking at males, whom it is lawful for them to marry,
b. and to safeguard their chastity and private parts,
c. and not to expose, display or show-off their attractions
and beautification in public except that part of it what is
apparent thereof, i.e. face, hands and feet. Nevertheless, in
case there is a risk of stimulation of illicit desires by looking
at feminine face and hands, then its uncovering may be
avoided. They should also avoid tight and/or see-through
attire that may reveal shape of one's body as well as eye-
catching dresses.
d. And their head-coverings, scarves, veils or shawls must
be drawn over their bosoms, i.e., show modesty in dress as
well as a protection against potential male harassment, and
¢. not to expose, display or show-off their attractions tfo
anyone except to:
- their husbands, or
- their fathers, grandfathers, great grandfathers, father-
in-law, husband s grandfather and great grandfather, or
- their husbands' fathers, or
- their sons and step sons, or
- their husbands' sons, or
- their brothers and step-brothers, or
- their brothers' sons, or
- their sisters' sons and step-sons, or
- their womenfolk, or
- those female war captives whom they rightfully
acquire during/after the qital, or
- such male attendants as are free of physical desire,
and/or deranged persons, and/or of third gender, or
- boys who are as yet unaware of women's adornment,
i.e. who have not attained puberty. See also 33:535.
f. And let them not stamp their feet or swing their legs
while walking so as to draw attention to their hidden
adornment, i.e. bosoms and hips; alludes to a deliberately
provocative gait.
g. If you have erred in following the foregoing injunctions,
then turn to ALLAH - the One God, altogether in
repentance and forgiveness, O The Faithful!
h. so that you may succeed in the Sight of ALLAH by
implementing these injunctions in your lives.
I. See also 33:59 and 24:60.
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Journeying Through The Qur’an

Promote Purity Among the Unmarried

24:32

a. And arrange the marriage of those men and women, who
are unmarried singles despite reaching the age of marriage
from among you through their guardians,

b. and also arrange the marriage of such of your servants
and maids who are morally and physicaily fit.

c. If they are poor, let this not deter you for ALLAH - the
One God will enrich them from HIS bounty, i.e. do not
reject the proposal of marriage on the basis of someone's
current financial condition. ALLAH may bless them with
infinite bounties after the marriage.

d. And ALLAH is all-Encompassing in [HIS Mercy, all-

Knowing.
e. Al-Tirmidht and al-Nasai’report that the Prophet, ALLAH
bless him always, said: ... support ... those who want to

marry in order to guard their chastity.’

24:33

a. As for those who do not find the means to marry should
wait with patience and keep chaste, until ALLAH enriches
them from HIS bounty.

b. And if any of your males or females captives of war whom
you rightfully acquire in/after the qital desire to be freed
by paying mutually agreed money,

c. then grant them their wish, if you recognize some
goodness in them, i.e. their ability to earn productively, be
socially responsible, and make the pavment.

d. And give them something of the wealth that ALLAH has
given to you in order to win freedom. The injunction pertains
to a moral obligation for ensuring independent economic
status for the under-privileged.

¢. And do not force your female youth whom you acquire
as war captive in/after the gitdal, or the house maids, into
prostitution while they desire to remain chaste and
honorable, in your quest to seek the temporary pleasure of
the worldly life. It does not imply that in the absence of an
expressive desire, it is permitted to force them into it. No. It is
not!

f. And whoever should force them to it against their free
will,

g. yet after they have been forced 7o it, ALLAH shall be
Forgiving and Compassionate, and pardon their sin, and
that sin will be passed on to the one who had forced the sin on
them.

Cosmic in its Infinite Luminosity

24:35

a. ALLAH - the One Godis the Light of the heavens and the
earth: the Light is purported to be the light of Guidance and
Truth.

b. The parable of HIS Light is like a concave mirror within
alamp.

c. The lamp is enclosed in an illuminating crystal glass.

d. And the illuminating crystal glass looks as if it were a
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Journeying Through The Qur’an

pearl-like radiant star;

¢. it is fueled from the oi/ of a blessed tree — an olive tree
that is neither of the East nor of the West, it is fiee from time
and location; it is universal and cosmic in its infinite
luminosity.

f. Its very oil is so bright that it almost illuminates, even if no
fire has touchedit. See also 23:19-20).

g. Thus, itis light upon light, compounded and multiplied!

h. ALLAH guides to HIS Light of knowledge, wisdom and
righteousness the one who wills to be guided, or whoever HE
Wills to be guided.

i. ALLAH thus emphasizes these parables for guidance of
the people, and

j. ALLAH is all-Aware of everything,

Radiant Light Illuminates Radiant Hearts

24:36-37

a. The Light of ALLAH illumines such houses as ALLAH has
enjoined to exalt, and HIS Name is commemorated
therein.

b. These are houses of people in which HIS glory is extolled,
by the morning and by the evening - see 10:87 for a
parallel.

c. The people who benefit from this blessed light are those
men and women, young and old, who are not distracted
either by profits of trade or turnover of sales - anything that
may bring them worldly gain, from the Remembrance of
ALLAH,

d. and from establishing the daily Mandatory Prayer in
congregation, and fiom giving out the mandatory Zakat.

e. Even whilst performing their deveotional duties they
remain fearful at the thought of the Time of Judgment when
the hearts and the sights shall be convulsed with anguish.

24:38

a. So that ALLAH shall reward them for the deeds of
righteousness that they ever did, and give them szi// more
than they deserve out of HIS grace.

b. And ALLAH blesses whoever HE wills with unlimited
sustenance, without measure and count.

Allah - the One God: Extolled by All and Sundry

24:41

a. Do you not contemplate that it is ALLAH alone whose
glory is extolled by all creation that is in and on the cosmos,
the space, and the earth, and even the birds sing HIS praise
as they spread out their wings to f1)?

b. Each of them is in submission to HIM, and knows one's
own way of praying and glorifying HIM - the manner of
worship of each creature is different known to HIM alone,
unless HE authorizes someone else to have a glimpse of like
Solomon.

c. And ALLAH is all-Aware of what they do.
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Journeying Through The Qur’an

24:43
a. Do you not contemplate that itis ALLAH - the One God,
WHO causes

- the clouds to move onwards,

- then draws its various pieces together,

- then forms them up into a cumulus eap,

- and, then you see rain drops emerging from its midst?
b. And it is HE, WHO «/so sends down from the skies,
clouds /ooking like mountains charged with loads of hail,
afflicting with it whoever HE wills, and averting it from
whoever HE wills.
c. HE also creates lightning from the same clouds, and
d. the flash of its lightning would dazzle their eyes and
almost take away their eyesight.

All Life Originates from One Source
24:45
a. And it is ALLAH - the One God, WHO created the
chemical genesis of every moving creature, including
human being, out of fluid.
b. Among them
-some slither on their bellies, and
-some of them walk on two legs/feet, and
- yet some others move on four.
¢. ALLAH creates whatever HE wills.
d. Surely, ALLAH has absolute power to will everything.

The Promise of Allah - the One God

24:55

a. ALLAH has promised those of you - men and women -
who firmly believe in HIS Unity, HIS Messengers, the
Afterlife, and the ones who fulfill the requisites of their faith
by deeds of righteousness,

b. that HE shall certainly eause them to empower the earth
in the same way as HE caused empowerment for some of
those who lived before them;

c. and that through dominance and rule HE will, for sure,
strengthen and firmly establish for them their religion
which HE has chosen for them — the Religion of Islam:
submission to ALLAH - the One God;

d. and that HE shall definitely cause their state of fear,
which is due to their spiritual degeneration, to be replaced
by a state of peace, progress and security;

e. provided they shall continue to worship ME alone, and
associate no partners whatsoever with ME in divinity,
worship and command.

f. And after this Message, whoever chooses to disbelieve,
and/or disobeys MY Commands, then it is these who are the
defiant, sinners and corrupt in faith.
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Journeying Through The Qur’an

Relaxation of Rules - Dress Code

24:60

a. While the dress code has been mandated via 33:59, it may
be noted that the elderly ladies who are past the child-
bearing age, as well as past the prospect of marriage, incur
no sin if they put-off their additional outer
garments/coverings,

b. provided they 700 do not flaunt, and make any showy
display of their adornment.

c. But even so, to maintain modesty is better as it is
preferable that they abstain from removing additional outer
garments/coverings.

d. And ALLAH is all-Listening, all-Knowing.

Sharing with Extended Family
24:61
a. O The Faithful!
b. You are all brethren among yourselves, hence
c. there is neither any restriction, or blame on the blind
person, and
d. nor there is any restriction, or blame on the
crippled/lame one, and
¢. nor there is any restriction or blame on the sick one, and
f. nor any restriction or blame on yourselves that you eat
from:

- your own houses, or

- your fathers' houses, or

- your mothers' houses, or

- your brothers' houses, or

- your sisters' houses, or

- your paternal uncles' houses, or

- your paternal aunts' houses, or

- your maternal uncles' houses, or

- your maternal aunts' houses, or

- in houses of which the keys are in your possession,

or houses of your friends.

2. You will incur no sin whether you al/ eat together, or
separately.
h. But whenever you enter any of these houses, greet your
people with salutations, as enjoined by ALLAH, full of
blessings and goodwill.
i. This is how ALLAH explains the divine instructions to
you, so that you may understand manners of life.
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Journeying Through The Qur’an

25 * Al-Furqan

The Qur'an - Gradual Revelation

25:32

a. And those who disbelieve quiz the believers by asking:

b. "Why has the Qur'an not been revealed onto him all in
one single revelation,’ like the way it was with the Torah to
Moses?

c. The divine response was instantaneous:

d. 'Thus, it has been revealed gradually and in parts so that
by this WE may impress it on your mind, and strengthen
your heart O Prophet Muhammad; furthermore, it provides
specific Divine Guidance on critical issues as they kept
coming during the tenure of its revelation and then provide
general guidelines for the future, and

¢. WE have so arranged its component parts that they form
one consistent integral and whole.

f. 17:106 elaborate it further: WE have divided The Qur'an
into consecutive parts so that you may read it out to people
slowly, distinctly and clearly with deliberation. And WE have
indeed revealed it gradually, little by little and made it into
one integral whole to be properly understood when
considered in its entirety, i.e. when each of its passages is read
in its macro context.

Strive with The Qur'an

25:52

a. 80 O The Faithful!

b. Pay no heed, and do not follow the likes and dislikes of the
disbhelievers;

c. strive against them with this Message of the Qur'an in a
great striving, and make great defense for the Faith. Read it
in the perspective of 41:26.

Featuring the Servants of Al-Rahman
25:63-64

a. And, the true servants of AL-RAHMAN, the Lord of

Infinite Mercy, are those men and women, young and old,
who demonstrate the following thirteen traits through their
conduct and general behavior:

b. (i) walk humbly and modestly on earth, as opposed to with
pride and arrogance,

c. and (7i) who, whenever the vicious and ignorant, i.e. the
dishelievers, notwithstanding that they might be educated
speak to them something unlikable and against their beliefs,
they keep composed and answer with calmness and words
of peace;

d. and, these are the ones (iii) who stay up far into the night
in worship/ild meditation of their RABB — the Lord Supreme,
(iv) prostrating before their RABB — the Lord Supreme, and,
standing.

e. The Prophet, ALLAH bless him always, is reported by al-
Tirmidhi to have said: 'Remain steadfast to vour night
prayers as this has been the practice of all righteous people
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Journeying Through The Qur’an

before your time; this will bring you closer to ALLAH and will
expiate the evil and keep you away from sins.' Or, as the
Prophet may have said.

25:67-68

a. And, those (v) who, when they spend both for their own
and others' needs, are neither wasteful nor are they stingy,
and their spending is always based on a balance and is
reasonable in between the two extremes;

b. 17:27 states: ‘Surely the wasteful are brethren of Satan.’

c. The Prophet, ALLAH bless him always, is reported by
Ahmad and Ibn Kathir to have said. It is the sagacity of man
to adopt the middle path in spending; and, the person who
sticks to the middle path and moderation in spending will
never become poor. Or, as the Prophet may have said.

d. Those are the people (vi) who never worship, or invoke
any entity, real or myth, besides ALLAH - the One God,

e. and, (vii) who do not kill any human being - the life

which ALLAH has willed to be sacred, except in pursuit of

justice and/or for a lawful cause after due process,

f. and, (viii) who do not commit adultery and/or
fornication.

g. And, whoever disregards the foregoing and commits any
of this, faces a severe penalty due for the sin.

25:72-74

a. And the true servants of ALLAH are those men and women,
voung and old, (ix) who do not wimess/testify the
falsehood/false testimony, or they do not participate in
meetings where lie and falsehood has currency, and

b. (x) whenever they happen to come across indecencies
and absurdity, or people engaged in frivolity, they pass by
observing caution with dignity;

c. and these are the people (xi) who, whenever they are
reminded of the Messages of their RABB — the Lord
Supreme, do not fall before them deaf and blind, i.e. do not
turn a deaf ear and a blind eve to them, but to it listen
attentively, and act with due diligence;

d. and those are the people, (xii) who submit while making
plea:

e. 'O our RABB —the Lord Supreme!

f. Kindly make our spouses and our children a source of
happiness by living a lifé of righteousness,

g. and, enable us to become a leader in setting good
example, and a means of promoting piety.'

25:75-76

a. They shall thus be rewarded with highest place in heaven
(xiii) for their patience and steadfastness in all adversities
and persecutions in the Cause of ALLAH,

b. and shall be welcomed therein with greetings and
peace; and living in it - the Paradise - forever.

c. Greatplace to live in, and glorious a destination!

d. Read 25:63-64, 67-68, 72-74 and 73-76 together with
23:01-08 and 11.
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Journeying Through The Qur’an

26 * Al-Shu’ara

Allah's Favors

26:78-82

a. Itis HE, WHO created me, and it is HE WHO guides me
to whatever is good for me in this life and in the Afterlife.

b. Anditis HE, WHO gives me to eat and to drink.

c. And when I get sick/il/, it is HE, WHO cures me from
illness, and restores me to health.

d. And it is HE, WHO shall cause me to die, and then HE
alone shall bring me back to life.

e. And it is HE, WHO, I earnestly hope, would forgive me
my sinfil faults and misdeeds at the Time of Judgment.'

Fight against Corruption
26:177 and 181-183
a. The People of Hijr belied their Messengers.
b. This is when Shu"ayb said to them:
c. "Will you not be reverently mindful and obedient of
ALLAH s following injunctions:
- always give full measure and weight; and
- do not cheat and be of those who cause loss
to others by fraud;
-and in all your dealings weigh and
measure with correct scales; and
- do not cheat and deprive people by weighing
less than of what rightfully belongs to them,
and they pay forit; and
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- thus, do not act wickedly, and spread gt Bt
economic and commercial corruption in the land. P
d.Seealso 26:105-122.
27 * Al-Naml
Guiding the Dead 20
27:80-81

a. Indeed, you cannot make the dead - the disbelievers
deprived of the vitality of faith—hear your call to Islam; and
b. you cannot also make the deaf - deprived of hearing the
call of truth - hear the call fo Isi@m, once they turn their
backs on you, and leave ignoring your preaching.

c. And, you cannot lead the blind and confused of heart out
of their fallacy and straying.

d. In fact, you can only get those to listen 7o your call, who
are willing to listen and believe in OUR Messages.

¢. Soitis they who are ready to submit themselves to US, and,
thus are true Muslims. And it is only they, who deserve to be
called alive.
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Journeying Through The Qur’an

28 * Al-Qasas

Itis only Allah - the One God, Who Guides

28:56

a. The truth is that whoever you like to bring on to the Path
of Guidance, you cannot bring him/her to Guidance, just
because it is not your duty to force Faith through someone's
heart.

b. In fact, it is only in ALLAH's control, WHO guides
whoever HE wills through your teaching and motivation.

c. And HE knows best those men and women, young and
old, who are amenable to and will follow the Path of
Guidance. Seec also 42:52.

Korah—An Arrogant Capitalist

28:76

a. No doubt, Qariin/Korah was of Moses' people, an
Israelite, yet he betrayed them and was insolent towards
them.

b. And WE had granted him such great treasures that even
their keys were too burdensome for a group of strong men
to carry.

c. And his people warned him:

d. 'Do not exult in your riches; do not be self-conceited;

e. for sure, ALLAH does not like those who are exultant,
selfconceited.

28:78

a. But Qarian/Korah would answer:

b. Why should I not exult?

c. 'l have come to possess this wealth by virtue of my own
professional knowledge, wisdom and skills.'

d. Did he not realize that ALLAH had destroyed people
from the communities before him, who were far more
powerful than him in might, and far greater in riches and
wealth?

e. And the criminals of this sort shall not be asked at the
Time of Judgment to explain reasons for their impieties in
order to defend themselves; they will only be subjected to the
consequences of their sinful crimes.

28:79-80

a. And so on one occasion he came out to his people in his
splendor, and his people were fascinated by his great fortune.
b. Those who cared only for the life of this world, marveled
at him, and said:

c. "Would that we had the like of riches what Qaran/Korah
has been given!

d. Heis truly a man of immense luck and great fortune!'

e. But, on the other hand, those who had been granted true
spiritual knowledge, and did not really care for the life of this
world, said:

f. "Woe for you!

g. ALLAH's reward is far better than these riches for the
one who believes in the Unity of ALLAH, the Afterlife, and
fulfills the requisites of faith by acting righteously.
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Journeying Through The Qur’an

h. And no one can attain this reward except those who
observe restraint and are steadfast in adversity.

28:81-82

a. And, then, WE caused the earth to swallow him, i.e. cave
in on Qarin/Korah, together with his riches, mansion and
erstwhile grandeur.

b. So there was no one who could come to his rescue, and
help him against ALLAH and he was of the ones who were
helpless in saving from the punishment.

c. And, on the following day of this catastrophe, those who

were, the day earlier, longing to be in his position of

prominence, were saying:

d. 'We had forgotten that it is only ALLAH, WHO spreads
the bounty to whom HE wills among HIS servants, in as
much as HE restricts it 7o whom HE wills.

e. Were it not that ALLAH had been gracious to us, we too
would have been swallowed up.

f. Alas, indeed, for not having realized that the disbelievers
can never prosper’ in the Afterlife.
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29 * Al-Ankabiit

The Divine Enlightenment

29:48-49

a. O Prophet Muhammad!

b. Never have you ever been able to read a Divine Book /ike
the Torah and/or the Injil before this Qur'an was revealed
ontoyou,

c. nor have you ever been able to write one with your own
right or left hand; if you had been a literate and done so, the
Followers of Falsehood who wish to falsify you would have
had a cause to doubt the Divine descent of the Qur'an.

d. Rather, this Qur'an is self-evident and consists of
enlightening Statements to the hearts of those endowed
with true spiritual insight.

e. And no one deliberately repudiates, negates or rejects
OUR Statements other than the unjust and wicked.
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30 * Al-Rim

Wonders of Creation and Diversity

30:19

a. It is He, Who brings the living out of that which is dead,
and

b. it is also He, Who brings the dead out of that which is
living, and,

¢. again, it is He, Who revives the earth to life with
vegetation after it had been lifeless for having been exposed
to severe drought and water logging, etc.

d. And, it is in the same way that you roo shall be brought

out to life, after you are dead, in a new dimension of

existence.
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Journeying Through The Qur’an

30:20-21

a. Allah has set up numerous wonders all over the universe as
a witness to His Supremacy and Power. The following
.30:20-25 and 30:46 draw attention to seven of these great
wonders.

b. And among His Great Wonders is that He created you,
as the first human being, out of earthly dust; and since then,
c. you have grown into a human population, spreading far
and wide, across the earth planet.

d. And, among His Great Wonders is the fact that He
created for you spouses from among yourselves: same
species as with all other living creatures,

e. so that you may live with mutual comfort and tranquility,
and

f. He has instilled affection and kindness between you so
that you live together as mutually loving and caring married
couples.

g. Indeed, in this are c/ear signs for a people who ponder
and reflect upon what Allah has created.

30:22-23

a. And, among His Great Wonders is the creation of the
cosmos, the celestial space and the earth, and

b. the diversity of your languages, your forms, and your
colors, even though all of vou are originally the offspring of’
one parenthood: Adam and Eve.

c. Indeed, in this are clear signs for a people endowed with
knowledge of the phenomenon of creation.

d. And, among His Grear Wonders is your sleep, by the
nighttime or by daytime, as well as your pursuit for
livelihood out of His Bounty.

¢. Indeed, in this are clear signs for a people who listen fo
Allah's Messages.

30:24-25

a. And, among His Great Wonders, /oo, is that He causes
you to see the lightning, giving rise to both fear of being
struck, and inspires hope of relieving rain, and

b. that He sends down rain water from the sky clouds,
wherewith He revives the earth/soil to life after it had been
lifeless so that it produces vegetation once again.

c. Indeed, in this are clear signs for a people who use their
Sfaculty of reasoning and understand and reflect.

d. And, also among His Greatr Wonders are that the
cosmos, the celestial space and the earth that stand firm by
His Command.

¢. Then, as the Time of Resurrection approaches, He shall
call you with One Single Call, through Angel Seraphiel,
from your graves in the earth, and you shall all come out
instantaneously.
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Journeying Through The Qur’an

Islam — A Natural and Rational System

30:30

a. O Prophet Mohammad and The Faithful!

b. So set your face, ie. stand firm in devotion and
commitment, to the True Religion of Isiam as a way of life -
free from dogma, rituals, hypocrisy and polytheism -
demanding only a state of submission to Alldh — The One God.
c. This is the natural and upright Religion that Alldh
embedded in human beings in pursuit of the truth. So adhere
toif.

d. There can be no altering the phenomenon of natural
disposition in Allah's design of this creation.

e. This is the Religion, the unswerving; but most of the
people do not realize it, and, hence remain ignorant of the
truth.

P
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31 * Lugmin

Lugman Shares Wisdom

31:13

a. And, when Lugman said to his son, by way of advice,
when he was enjoining him to do good and forbidding him to
engage in evil:

b.'O My Dear Son!

c. Do not ascribe partners with Allah in His Unity, Divinity
and Unigueness,

d. for, ascribing partners with Him is certainly «
tremendous injustice and a terrible sin.

31:16

a. And Lugman continued:

b. 'O My Dear Son!

c. Whether good or bad, even if the deed should have the
insignificant weight of a grain of a mustard seed,

d. and even if it is hidden in a rock, or anywhere in the
cosmos, the celestial space, or in and on the earth,

e. Allah shall bring it to light for ifs judgment and reward.

f. Truly, Allah is All-Perceptive of the minutest dimensions of

all things, All-Aware of their location.

31:17-19
a. O My Dear Son!
- Establish the daily Mandatory Prayer in conformity with
its conditions and preferably in congregation, and
- enjoin to promote the doing of what is right, virtuous and
good, and
- forbid and try to prevent the doing of what is wrong, vice
and evil, and
- have patience and endure steadfastly with whatever may
befall you.
b. Truly, these three things - enjoining good, forbidding evil
and steadfastness - demand great determination, and are the
most honorable traits.
c. And, do not turn your cheek/face away from people in
false pride and contempt,
d. and do not walk about arrogantly and with pride on earth.
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Journeying Through The Qur’an

e. Indeed, Allah does not take fancy of any swaggering
snob.

f. And, be humble in how you walk, and

g. keep your voice low while conversing,

h. for the ugliest of all voices is undoubtedly the braying of
an ass.

Alldh - the One God Knows the Unknown

31:34

a. Indeed with Allah alone rests the knowledge of coming
of the Last Hour — the Time of Death, the Time of Blasts, the
Resurrection and its Correlatives; and

b. it is He, Who sends down the relieving and plenteous rain
atthe time and place He knows; and

c. it is He alone, Who knows what the mother’s wombs
enfold, and its characteristics and future abilities in life;

d. whereas no person can know of what he/s/e shall reap
tomorrow, i.e. what the future will bring, and

e. as no one can know in what land/place he/she shall die
and buried.

f. Undoubtedly, if is only Allah, Who is The All-Knowing,
The All-Aware of all things and everyone.
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32 * Al-Sajdah

Greatest Wrong

32:22

a. And who is more wrong than the one, who, when
reminded repeatedly of one's Rabb's Messages, turns
away from it in aversion?

b. We shall certainly wreak vengeance upon such
criminals - guilty of dishelief and a life full of sin.

33 = Al-Ahzab

Be on Guard

33:01

a. O The Prophet Mohammad!

b. Remain conscious of ALLAH - The One God, and

c. do not yield to the pressures brought on you in matters of
faith, law and social order by the disbelievers, and the
hypocrites,

d. for ALLAH is truly All-Knowing of what they say and
what their motives are, and He is All-Wise.

Spiritual Father, Spiritual Mothers

33:06

a. The Prophet Mohammad is closer to and has more claim
on The Faithful than they have on themselves,

b. and seeing that he is the Spiritual Father to them, his
wives are as their Spiritual Mothers and are equally caring.
c. In Allah's Decree, those imbued through the wombs -
blood relations - have a stronger claim upon one another in
matters of inheritance and charity than other believers and
the immigrants who fled oppression in the Cause of Allah.
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Journeying Through The Qur’a

d. Nonetheless, you are to act with kindness towards your
protégés and give some of vour charity to them as well.
e. This is inscribed in the Book of Alldh's Decree.

The Role Model

33:21

a. In the midst of stress and fear in and around the trench, The
Prophet™ was the source of their hope, confidence and
reassurance.

b. Surely, in the person of Allah's Emissary Mohammad
you have a perfect role model to follow:

c. for the one who looks forward with awe and hope to
Allah's Mercy and ro His Forgiveness on the Last Day, and
the one who Remembers Allah unceasingly.

Public Figures Bear More Responsibility

33:32-34

a. O Wives of The Prophet Mohammad!

b. You are not the like of any other married women as you

are virtuous and truly pious, and, thus act with awareness of
yourspecial status;

c. so do not speak enticingly while conversing with men
whom you could legally marry lest anyone of them, in whose
heart is a sickness, should become infactuated rowards
you;

d. but speak in an appropriate manner to avoid
misunderstandings: be chaste in speech.

¢. And remain in your homes, and

f. if vou do have to go out for a purpose, then do not display
your adornments, as was the case with women in the pagan
times ofignorance, to provoke and entice.

g. And establish your daily Mandatory Prayers in
prescribed manner and at designated times, and

h. pay out the mandatory Zakat for self-purification, and

I. obey Allah and His Final Emissary Mohammad in
whatever they command.

j. O Members of the Prophet's Household!

k. Allah only wishes to cleanse you of any blemish, and to
make you pure with utmost purity.

1. O Members of the Prophet's Household!

m. And commemorate whatever is recited in your homes
of Allah's Revelations in The Qur'an, and The Wisdom.

n. Indeed, Allah is All-Subtle knowing whatever is in your
hearts, and All-Aware of your righteousness.

Seal of the Prophets

33:40

a. O The Faithfiul!

b. Know that Prophet Mohammad is not the biological
father of any of your men,

c. but heis Allah's Final Emissary, and is, thus, the Spiritual
Father of the Muslim Ummah, and

d. heis also the Seal, the last end, of the Prophets.

¢. And, indeed, Allah has fi/l knowledge of all and
everything.
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Journeying Through The Qur’a

Honoring the Prophet Muhammad

33:56-57

a. Truly, Allah and His Angels always shower blessings on
The Prophet Mohammad.

b. O The Faithful!

c. So it is mandatory upon you to invoke Allah's blessings
upon him, and submit to him in total obedience; or greet
him with wholesome greetings of peace.

d. Those men and women, young and old, who offend Allih
and His Emissary Mohammad through disrespect and
blasphemy of Allah's Word and Prophet's Mission are cursed
by Allah in this world and in the Life after this life, and

¢. He has prepared a humiliating suffering especially for
them.

Dress Code

33:59

a. O Prophet Mohammad!

b. Having defined parameters of social morality direct your
wives, and your daughters, as well as the female believers
that:

c. they should let down their outer garments over
themselves when outside their homes and/or when with men
whom they are not forbidden to marry.

d. This is more fitting and respectable so that they are
recognized as decent women, and they are not to be
harassed by evil eyes.

¢. And Allah is always The Forgiving of any occasion in the
past when they may have neglected to cover themselves, and
Ever-Compassionate to them in His veiling them.

Speak in a Straightforward Manner

33:70

a. O The Faithful!

b. Remain conscious of Allah in your speech and deeds, lest
He enforces upon you the consequences of vour disobedience,
c. and always speak the accurate speech.
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34 * Saba

Striving Against the Divine Word

34:05

a. As for those who challenge and strive against Our
Messages in the Qur'an,

b. seeking to thwart them and undermine their purpose,

c. itis they for whom shall be the punishment of an intense
suffering in the Hell.
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Journeying Through The Qur’an

Standing with Allah - the One God

34:37

a. And it is neither your riches nor the nobility of your
family and progeny in this life that will bring you near to Us
incloseness;

b. but it is only the one who believes in the Unity and
Uniqueness of Allah, the Resurrection and its correlatives,
and fidfills the requisites of their faith by doing deeds of
righteousness shall bring one near to Us.

c. As for them, the reward for their deeds of righteousness
shall be doubled.

d. And they shall live in the Celestial Chambers of
Paradise, in peace and security from every suffering and
tension—never to leave, never to die.
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35 * Fatir

Blessings Conferred; Blessings Withheld

35:02

a. Whatever blessings and favors Allah may open up for a
people, of rain, provisions or well-being, no one can or is
able to hold it back, and

b. whatever of these He may hold back, there is not one,
other than Him, who can or is able to confer,

c. for He is The Almighty with Irresistible Power in His
holding back, and The All-Wise in whatever He opens up for
apeople.

Goodness is Exalted

35:10

a. Whosoever desires honor, grandeur and glory for himself’
should know that all fonor, grandeur and glory is for Allah
in this world as well as in the Life after this life, so let him/her
seek it through obedience to Him.

b. Good words in matters of faith as well as in general
conversation rise up to Him, and He elevates the status of
righteous conduct.

c. As for those who plot evil, plan evil and plant evil, for
them shall be a severe suffering.

d. And their plotting, planning and planting is bound to
perish.

The Moratorium

35:45

a. And if Allah were to punish people immediately and
subject them to the consequences of their conduct on earth,
b. then He would not leave a single /iving creature — human
body—alive on the surface of the earth.

c. Instead, He grants them respite for a period of time, set
by Him, to repent and reform.

d. And whenever their time comes as death befalls and their
affairs in the world cease, then they would realize that all of
Allah's servants had been in Allah's watchful Sight.
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Journeying Through The Qur’an

36 * Ya Sin
Inspiring Signs
36:36 R T
a. Praise be to The One Who created all the pairs — in L@J&C:,_)'Ylé,l&- Al e
opposite,

- of what the earth produces of agricultural stock, and -
of themselves and of livestock, and of birds, and of
beasts, and

- of what they yet have no knowledge of other kinds in the
land and the sea and the realm of the un-perceivable.

36:38-40

a. And the sun that runs on its course to its point without
having any of rest, or to the time or point of the daily sunset.

b. That is the Power of The All-Powerful, The All-
Knowing of His creation.

c. And for the moon, We have measured it to appear in
phases o traverse until it returns /o its shape like an old
palm sheath and curves like a crescent.

d. And itis neither for the sun to overtake the moon, i.e. for
the sun to rise where the moon appears

e. nor the nightsime to outpace the daytime, i.e. nor does the
night come at the time of the day such that it eclipses its
brightness; and

f. they all - celestial bodies and systems — float, swim, move,
revolve, turn around through space, each in a defined orbit
in accordance with Our Laws.

Be Charitable!

36:47

a. And whenever they are told:

b. Give in charity to others who are needy out of what Allah
provides for you.

c. The disbelievers say to those who believe mockingly:

d. Are we to feed those whom your Allah could have fed
Himself, only if He so Willed?

e. By saying so you are clearly mistaken.

Hands Speak, Feet Testify

36:65

a. Now We shall set a seal on their tongues and mouths,

b. and it shall be their hands that shall be caused to speak
to Us,

c. and their feet shall be caused (o testify to everything they
had been doing of evil in the worldly life.

d. And 5o each limb shall speak of sinfidl actions which it did.
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Journeying Through The Qur’an

37 * Al-Saffat

Abraham Makes a Plea

37:100-102

a. And later Abraham made a plea:

b. OMy Rabb!

c. Please grant me a son of the righteous.

d. Thereupon, We gave him the good news of a righteous
and resolute boy, named Ishmael.

e. So the boy, Ishmael, was born, and when he was old
enough to work alongside of his father and understand his
faith and aims;

f. Abraham said:

g. O my dear son [shmael!

h. I am certain to have seen in my dream that I was
sacrificing you in the Name of Allah.

1. So think about it;

j.and give me your opinion?

k. Ishmael, considering that dream was a divine order, said
un-hesitantly:

1. O my dear father!

m. Please do as you are commanded fo do, and,

n. in due course, you shall find me, by Allah's Will, to be of
the ones who remain patient and steadfast in momentous
ordeal dedicated to Allah.

Dream Comes True

37:103-105

a. So when both of them resolved to submit themselves 7o
the Will of Allah, and

b. Abraham laid him — Ishmael — down on the side of his
forehead for making a sacrifice of him at a hillock in Mina,
outskirts of Makkah.

c.Just at that point We called out to him:

d. O Abraham!

¢. You have undoubtedly made the purpose of your dream
come true by having reached this point; thus you no longer
require offering Ishmael in sacrifice.

f. Thus, truly do We reward those who are obedient to Us
and devoted to righteousness.

Great Sacrifice

37:106-107 and 109

a. All this was clearly a difficult ordeal for both Abraham
and Ishmael to prove their true obedience and commitment to
Allah.

b. Then We substituted him — in place of Ishmael - with a
greatsacrifice ofaram.

c. Our Peace and blessings be upon Abraham for having
stood firmly in the Service of Our Cause.

d. And peace and blessings be upon Ishmael too who was
pleasing to his Rabb - 19:54-55and 21:58 - 86.
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Journeying Through The Qur’an

38 * Sad
Blessed and Full of Blessings
38:29 gy e g msd
a. This Qur'an is a Book from Us, which We revealed on to bj-—l-__-! ﬂJ'...nG.«L_Jj d-"JJ'Lﬂ d...’{
you O Prophet Mohammad.

b. 1tis blessed and Full of Blessings!

c. Its purpose is that people with conscious may contemplate
over its Messages and shape their individual and collective
lives in accordance with it, and

d. those endowed with spiritual insight should take it as
admonition.

Sfwe AE .50 o
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39 * Al-Zumar

Proxy for Intercession

39:03

a. Behold!

b. True Faith is exclusively for Allah.

c. Yet those who take up other entities like angels, the jinn
and the human as their masters instead of Him, argue:

d. We worship them for no reason except for that they may
bring us close in nearness to Allah.

¢. The argument is false, misleading and untenable.

f. Truly, Allah shall judge between them — those who argue
as per 'c’ and those who oppose it — as to what they argue
about and differ from the truth.

g. For sure, Allah does not guide the one who is thus the
lying blasphemer.

Darkness Threefold

39:06

a. Itis He, Who created you a/l from a single soul, and

b. then it is He, Who made from it its mate, and

c. it is He, Who sent down for you of the livestock eight in
pairs: the male and the female of four kinds - sheep, goats,
camels and bovine cattle.

d. It is He, Who creates you in your mothers' wombs, one
phase of creation following another phase of creation, in
three [ayers of darkness.

e. Thatis Allah, your Rabb.

f. To Him belongs the Sovereignty of all existence.

g. There is no entity worthy of worship, command and
obedience, and can never be, but Him.

h. So how, then, can you turn away from worshiping Him to
worshiping entities other than Him?

97



Journeying Through The Qur’a

Listen and Follow

39:17-18

a. And for those men and women, young and old, who shun
al-taghiit; and

b. turnin faith to Allah;

c. for them is the good news.

d. So announce the good news to such of My servants of
Mercy and Blessings.

e. My servants are those men and women, young and old who
listen attentively to the Speech of the Qur'an, and

f. thus follow and practice it in the best way possible.

g. Itis they whom Allah has guided aright, and

h. itis they with intellects, capable of contemplation.

Never Despair Allah’s Mercy

39:53-54

a. Say, O Prophet Mohammad, thus speaks Allah:

b. O My Servants!

c. Those of vou who have harmed themselves by having
squandered their lives in pursuit of worldly pleasures and
thus transgressed against the benefit of their own souls
through disbelief, idolatry, adultery and murder.

d. Never lose hope of Allah's Infinite Mercy.

¢. Undoubtedly, Allah forgives all sinfil mistakes of those
who seek forgiveness.

f. Indeed, it is He Who is The Most-Forgiving to all those
who repent, and The Ever-Compassionate towards those
who die repentant.

g. And turn to your Rabb in penitence, and

h. submit to Him in wholesome obedience before the
ultimate suffering of death and resurrection descends upon
you,

i. for then it would be too late and you can no longer be
salvaged.

The Trumpet Sounds

39:68-70

a. And as the Time of Resurrection is to approach, the
Trumpet shall be sounded - the First Blast,

b. whereupon everyone in the cosmos and the earth shall
be stunned with the intensity of its lightening noise and fall
down senseless, except whomever Allah Wills ro be spared.
c. Then the Trumpet shall be sounded once again, the
Second Blast, and

d. whereupon they shall all rise up, standing and staring as
they shall begin to see the reality; or waiting to see what shall
be done with them.

e. And the earth shall glitter with the Light of its Rabb,
and

f. the book of worldly deeds shall be spread out for
everyone, and

g. the Prophets shall be summoned, and the other
witnesses, who shall testify for or against those to whom they
conveved Allah's Message.
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Journeying Through The Qur’an

h. And judgment shall be passed among them equitably
and with full justice, and

i. they shall not be treated unjustly in any matter.

j. Each soul/person - whether it be righteous or sinful - shall
be paid the reward in full for his/ier doing - good for good,
evil for evil.

k. And, He is the Best-Aware of all that they used to do in
their worldly life, and, in fact, has no need for any witnesses.
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40 * Ghafir

Infidelity of Eyes
40:19

a. He is aware of the most furtive glance and infidelity of the
eyes, [.e. surreptitious or intentionally lusiful look at the
opposite gender that induces evil,

b. and, of whatever is concealed of their intensions in the
hearts.

Learn from History

40:82

a. Do they not travel about the land and observe the
archeological sites how those disbelievers, arrogant and
haughty, who lived before them — the People of Pagan
Makkah - met their devastatingly fearfil end?

b. They were far greater in number than these people of
Makkah, and

c. stronger in might than these, and

d. made more impressive landmarks on earth that they left
behind as archeological sites.

e. Yet whatever grandeur and material development they
achieved was of no benefit to them in the face of Allah's
Displeasure and Wrath.
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41 * Fussilat

Cosmology and Ecology

41:09

a. Say:

b. How can you blesphemise against the One Who created
the earth in two days?

c. And yet how can you set up entities for worship as His
equals and rivals?

d.Itis He alone Who is Rabb of all existence.

41:10

a. And it is He Who set onto it - the earth - firmly solid
mountains to stabilize it, and

b. it is He Who blessed these with treasures of minerals,
water reservoirs, natural resources and other substances and
energies, and

c. equitably apportioned its means of sustenance as
necessities of life sufficient for its inhabitants: human
beings and beasts.
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Journeying Through The Qur’an

d. He accomplished a/l that in two days, thus adding up to a
total of four days of evolutionary period,

e. this is in response to the gueries of the enquirers about the
creation of the earth and all that is in it.

42 * Al-Shiira

Upholdthe Faith; Do Not Split

42:13

a. O The Faithful!

b. In matters of Faith, He has ordained for you the same
Faith that He once enjoined upon Noah, and

c. that which We reveal on to you O Mohammad, and

d. that, which We enjoined upon all former Prophets like
Abraham and Moses and Jesus.

e. And all it denotes is that you should always uphold the
same one true Faith of Islam, and

f. never make any dissension, deviation and/or factions
within it; preserve its unity.

g. It is very hard upon the polytheists to comprehend the
concept and respond positively to which you call them: the
Unity and Uniqueness of Allah as they set up partners with
Him— The One God.

h. But Allah chooses to His side in faith and in obedience
whomever He pleases,

1. and He guides to Himself of those men and women, young
and old who turn to Him heartily, penitently and obediently.

Mold of the Faithful

42:37-43

a. And those who shun major sins and shameful deeds,

b. and when they get angry or furious, even then they are
willing to forgive rather than retaliate,

c. and those who respond to the call of their Rabb,

d. and establish the daily Mandatory Prayers in the
prescribed manner and at designated times, preferably in
congregation,

¢. and conduct their affairs by consultations and
deliberations among themselves,

f. and spend generously in Our Cause and for the needy out
of that We provide for them,

g. and those who, when they suffer aggression and
injustice, defend themselves and show a bold front by
retaliating against those who wrong them in the same manner
inwhich the latter wronged them.

h. And the reward for an evil deed is the like of that evil
deed,

i. but whoever foregoes retaliation, forgives his adversary
and reconciles, his /uge reward is with Allah.

j. Truly, He does not take fancy of those who are unjust and
the wrongdoers in initiating wrong and undue acts of
revenge.

k. However, there is no cause to blame or retaliate against
the one who defends oneself in a lawful manner after
having been wronged.
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Journeying Through The Qur’an

1. Rather blame or retaliation lies only on those

- who oppress people, and

- commit aggression in the land without right or reason.
m. And, it is they for whom is painful suffering.
n. And surely, whoever endures patiently in such an
adversity and forgives the wrong done to him/her;
o. this would, indeed, be a matter of great resolve and most
resolute of matters.

Boys and Girls are from Allah

42:49-50

a. For Allah alone is the sovereignty of the cosmos, the
celestial space and the earth.

b. He creates whatever He Wills.

c. He blesses with baby-girls whomever of the married
couple He Wills, and

d. He blesses with baby-boys whomever of the married
couple He Wills.

e. Or He gives the married couple both baby-boys and baby-
girls, and

f. He causes infertility of the married couple whom He
Wills.

2. Surely, He is both The Knowing of whatever He creates;
The Powerful in bringing about whatever He Wills.

42:51

a. And it is not for any human being that Allah should
speak to him face-to-face,

b. exceptit be through Revelation, or

c. should speak from the other side of Veil of Grandeur,
where He makes the person able to hear His Speech but
without seeing Him, or

d. He may assign an Angel-Envoy to reveal, with His
authorization, whatever He may Will 1o reveal.

e. Surely, He is both The Exalted - more exalted than all
created beings, and The Wise in His command and decree.

42:52

a. And, thus, in the same way, We have revealed on to you
O Prophet Mohammad the Spirit from QOur Command, i.e.
the Qur'an by which hearts are revived.

b. And before this Revelation you neither knew the
Revelation/Book,

c. nor did you know through your own endeavor and insight
the details of the injunctions of the faith.

d. But We have brought it, the Spirit/Qur'an, as a Light,

¢. by which We Guide whomever We Will of Our servants.

f. And, indeed, you O Prophet Mohammad guide people to
the Right Path by means of the same Spirit, the same Light.
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Journeying Through The Qur’an

43 * Al-Zukhruf

Let nothing Hinder You

43:43-44 and 62

a. So hold fast in letter and spirit to This Qur'an which has
been revealed onto you from your Rabb.

b. By doing so, surely, you are firmly set on the Right Path.
¢. And, indeed, this Qur'an is a source of admonition and
Remembrance for you, and for your people.

d. And you all - the followers of Prophet Mohammad — shall
eventually be questioned as how strong and firm a relation
did you establish with this Qur'an.

e. And never let the Satanic forces hinder you fiom
following The Qur'an,

f. for, no doubt, he is an open enemy to you and his enmity is
widely manifest.
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44 * Al-Dukhan

When the Sky Exhales Smoke

44:10-14 and 16

a. Then be on the watch for the Time when cosmos exhale
clouds of a visible smoke — the time approaching the Last
Hour followed by the Resurrection and its correlatives.

b. Itshall envelop the mankind, causing them to cry out:

c¢. This is a terrible suffering!

d. O Our Rabb!

e. Please draw away this suffering from us.

f. For now we are true believers in Your Divinity, Unity and
Unigqueness.

g. But how would this sudden profession of faith help them
in avoiding the suffering,

h. whereas an Eminent Divine Emissary, Mohammad, had
already come to them making the truth and its requisites
absolutely clear to understand.

i. But how could they turn away from him — Mohammad -
and they say slanderous remarks of him:

j- Heis tutored by men and is also possessed.

k. And at the Time of Judgment We shall seize them by force
with Mightiest Grip.

l. Indeed, We are to wreak vengeance,
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45 * Al-Jathiyah

System of Law

45:18-20

a. And now, with this Qur'an, We have set you on a Path - of
the Faith of Islam — leading to seek His Countenance, and,
thus eternal salvation.

b. So follow it diligently.

¢. And do not yield to and follow the whims of those who
have no understanding ofthe Divine Guidance.

d. Surely, they cannot be of any help to you against Allah's
Punishment, in case you followed their whims, and, thus fall
from His Grace.
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e. And, in reality, the wrongdoers are allies and helpers
only to one another;

f. whereas Allah is the a/ly and helper of the righteous; the
Allah-conscious.

g. This Qur'anis a source of enlightenment to mankind,

h. and, a means of guidance and mercy for a people with
firm faith.
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46 * Al-Ahqaf

The Message Transcends Humans

46:29-30

a. And when WE directed a small group of jinn - beings
outside the human visible spectrum - to you O Prophet
Muhammad in order that they may listen to the Qur'an.

b. As they were present there, they said 7o one another:
¢.'Be quite and listen attentively!'

d. As this Recital was concluded by the Prophet, they rushed
back to their people carrying a warning.

e. The event is reported to have happened in Batn Al-Nakhlah,
outskirts of Makkah, while Prophet Muhammad, ALLAH
bless him always, was returning from a preaching mission to
Tai'fin Year 620 - a hilly resort ninety km east of Makkah. See
also 72:01.

f. They - group of jinn - said:

£.'0 Our People!

h. We have listened to the text of a Divine Book, that has
been revealed after the Torah to Moses, confirming all
divine origin of the truth that arve still contained by the
previous Revelations.

i. It guides to the Truth, and to a Straight Right Path that
leadsone to the realization of servitude to ALLAH - the One
God.

46:31-32

a. Preaching continued:

b. O Our People!

c. Respond positively to the one who calls you to ALLAH -
the One God, i.e. Prophet Muhammad, and believe in him
and the truth of his mission.

d. Thus, ALLAH shall forgive some of your past impieties
and sinful offences, and HE shall protect you from a
grievous suffering in this life as well as in the Afterlife.

¢. But whoever does not respond positively to the one who
calls to ALLAH, then cannot render ALLAI helpless in
persecuting him/her on the earth,

f. and, s/he shall have no friends for him/ier besides
ALLAH, and they shall thus be in clear error.
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47 * Muhammad

In the Cause of Allah - the One God
47:07-09

~g*e ap ¢ A e gE
a. 0 The Faithful! _ bl | g5 O Isoal 2 &.»_xli Gl
b. If you will help serving the Cause of ALLAH, HE shall .
help you, and make your foothold firm so that you remain -y : e ,
steadfast in the Service of HIS Cause. © /‘Sﬁ .191 J
¢. Whereas those who disbelieve, perdition and ill fortune is G B S
their fate, and HE shall nullify their good deeds. Sy E,.:L Wiad 19,88 cp 1y
d. This is so because they dislike what ALLAH revealed fo
Prophet Muhammad by way of the Qur'an, and ALLAH thus o g B gy FE i s of
caused their good deeds to go waste. L ‘)"‘;)'edb S0 agles!
PR EAPT R S aPas
Oj.gl;&! o5 _).a1
Donate without Grudge
47:33 and 38 o g B g 2E
a. O The Faithful! |yl 3 1 T ynbol 15005 pall €
b. Obey ALLAH - the One God! o S
¢. And obey the Messenger Muhammad! 04:80 asserts that o JSFl Il V3 Uj—i‘;} ‘

whoever obeys the Messenger, in fact, obeys ALLAH.

d. And do not let your good deeds go to waste by acts of
disobedience and overstepping the limits imposed by ALLAH
and HIS Prophet. T TN g
e. You are called upon to spend only a little of your wealthin ~ (*2 S S p—L"‘—:ﬂ bl a/)-:w
the Cause of ALLAH, yet some of you grudge and withhold %

miserly; and, whoever grudges and withholds miserly, in
fact, withholds against oneself.

f. For ALLAH is All-Sufficient, and fiee of all needs, and it Tl ? e A g LA
is you, who are the needy ones. W55 O <Al Aol ‘-"l"”
g. And if you still turn away in disobedience, HE shall N O N g P
replace you with another people, and, then they shall not 1j3)§€ PPAPAY R U-;LJ-A_
be the like of you.

P P s £ .
Glsaad) 7303 Vi nlia
b

48 * Al-Fat’h

Tranguility in Submission

48:28-29 o se s o ¥ S 2
a. Itis HE, WHO has sent HIS Messenger Muhammad with (63U ] 5w’y Ja31 s 31 58
the Guidance and Religion of the Truth, : .

b. so that HE may exalt it, and make it prevail over all R R e
religions - see also 09:33. “AS gl Jesepgla) 31 023
c. And ALLAH - the One God suffices as a witness o the =

Truth of Islam. ] _ 433 | :J_}:-»J 1»5-0 !..\.,_e..., AJJL» Ua.%
d. Muhammad is the Messenger of ALLAH.
e. And those men and women, young and old, who follow ’i il G
him are J‘p u*" S U‘-U‘J
- firm and unyielding against the disbelievers in accepting = )
i3 7 ’ TR Vi T |
their influence, f"'e" (‘"""u L)

- but compassionate among themselves and accepting
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their influence. g z 2. s
) 4”' | u\.%w
f. You see them Al s S O A
- kneeling down, and .. G el e
- prostrating themselves in Prayers, and P s ot N E—ALL-«_ . lb‘).,‘ajj

-seeking ALLAH's Grace and ///S blessings.

g. Their distinguishing feature is apparent on their  5.-- 47 J‘_’ _} all *
faces/foreheads from the effects of prostration. }J S f

h. Their metaphoric description in the Torah - cen B s A
Deuteronomy 33:02-03; and their description - similitude - C)—"" @ S JE Y Gk
in the Injil - Mark 04:26-33, is that of a plant, which i

- sprouts its shoots, ez =15 1

- thenitis invigorates, L;}M"Lg b ;o)JLé AJ&W

- then it grows stout, o= PR Py
_ -then it stands firmly on its stem, e -L=-§-J t'))“ e cdfgn e
L. thus giving pleasure to the farmers. i
j- Likewise, shall cause the believers to rise to strength, and ]}J.g s T 153 jL;: i

thereby enrage the disbelievers.

k. ALLAH promises forgiveness and a great reward to PR ) s
those of them, who truly and firmly believe, and fulfill its 8 a5 atie g;..‘.’;}h_.,a.u lslas)
requisites by way of doing the deeds of righteousness.

49 * Al-Hujurat

Believers Notto Fight Each Other

49:09-10 .

a. And, as and when, two groups of the believers fight to kil ),LE,:;! ;r._..}_o.l |7 20 L.suug ) J
each other, then seek reconciliation between the two

romptly N T 2 i cen w queke
‘g. Alfd the one of them which is insolent and commits ===l ® OB Lefon 152-lolb
aggression against the other, then fight the one who ~ el . $o. .
commits aggression until it submits to ALLAH's L§;' s @l | glns AN e
Command: returns to peace on equitable terms. -

c. So if it complies, then seek even-handed reconciliation . s - # - -~ -Fgo -f o -
between the two of them, and be scrupulously equitable. i)’ﬁ""" < U,U 4 {" J,' U
d. Surely, ALLAH likes those who give everyone their due e =, o

right, and are scrupulously equitable. C Tl o) Tplendly JAWL L

. All believers are indeed i1 one single brotherhood: they

are likeone‘f&mil}a < 2z aY & — 7

f. Therefore, seek reconciliation between your brothers Oyafell Lof 0 Z saniell

and/or sisters, and/or brotherly families/communities _

/nations when they are at odds with each other, and stay A | gl Lo 355
i U_H Qj}-

conscious of ALLAH s instruction so that you may be ‘SJ .

blessed with mercy. st W k¥ e
2. Al-Bokhari quotes a report from the Prophet, ALLAH bless 0035 Nl A 5m505
him always: Cursing a Muslim is transgression, and fighting

to kill him amounts to disbelief. Furthermore, al-Muslim

quotes: The believers in their mutual kindness, compassion

and sympathy are just like one body. When one of the limbs

suffers, the whole body responds to it with wakefitlness and

fever: Or as the Prophet may have said.
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Do Not Mock; Do Not Taunt

49:11

a. O The Faithful!

b. No one should ever jeer, ridicule or mock the other, for it
is quite possible that whom they mock may be better than
them.

¢. Nor should their women ever jeer, ridicule or mock other
women, who may be better than them.

d. And, do not find faults with one another; do not defame
and negatively criticize one another; and, do not taunt one
another by using offensive nicknames.

e. The social message is that a Faithful, both male and female,
shall never ridicule or mock or belittle one another, and thus
promote an environment of social wickedness.

f. As evil is the return to such a wickedness after having
attained the Faith.

g. And whoever does not feel remorseful and repent this
behavior, then such people are the wrongdoers, and, surely
the curse of ALLAH is upon the wrongdoers - 11:18. 06:82
also gives a similar message. See 104:01-09 for a
comparable theme.

h. Al-Muslim veports on the authority of Abii Huraira that the
Prophet, ALLAH bless him always, once said: ALLAH does
not look at vour apparent forms, appearances and your
possessions, but HE looks in your hearts and your deeds. The
Prophet also said: One of you will notice the speck in his
brother's eye, but ignore the tree stump in his own eye. Or as
the Prophet may have said.

Do Not Eat the Flesh of a Dead Brother

49:12

a. O The Faithful!

b. Avoid a great deal of the suspicions as some suspicions
are sinful.

¢. And do not be curious o find out faults of others, and do
not spy on one another — both at individual and communal
level; and

d. do not speak ill of people behind their backs, i.e. do not
backbite one another:

e. Would any one of you like to eat the flesh of his dead
brother?

f. This comparison matches the hideousness of backbiting
with the most disgusting thing imaginable.

£. You would surely consider it repulsive.

h. So stay conscious of ALLAH's injunctions, and do not
backbite one another.

1. But if it happens inadvertently, and you seek repentance,
then surely, ALLAH is both Acceptor of Repentance, and
Ever-Compassionate.
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Superiority in Unparalleled Purity

49:13

a. O People of the World!

b. WE have always created you from a single male and a
single female, and WE made you into races/nations and
tribes/communities so that you may identify and get to
know each other as relatives from the same ethnic origin.

¢. Notwithstanding this, the most honorable among you, in
the Sight of ALLAH, is the one who is most devout, best in
piety, righteousness and obedience to ALLAH's Injunctions.
d. This implies that equality of creation - biological origin - is
reflected in the equality of human dignity regardless of ones
gender, race, ethnicity, or tribal identity.

e. Surely, ALLAH is all-Knowing, ever-Aware.

g~ - 4.2 £z & o2
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50 * Qaf

Nothing is Unwatched

50:16-18

a. And itis WE, WHO created human being, and WE know
what his/rer soul whispers within him/her, i.e. fundamental
forces embedded in human nature: primal/instinctive urges,
and sensual/non-sensual desires.

b. And WE know it as WE are even closer to him/er than
his/her own jugular vein.

¢. When the two recorders - angels - begin to record,
seated one on the right hand side, and another on the
lefthand side,

d. not a single word is uttered by any one person, but there
is an angel recorder ever-present, ready to record.

51 * Al-Dhariyat

Imaging the Righteous

51:15and 17-19

a. Truly the ones who are ALLAH-reverent, shall be in /e
land of Gardens and Springs.

b. For they used to sleep only a little at night as they were in
worshipful meditation and devetional solitude most of the
time,

c. and in the hours before dawn, they would frequently
implore ALLAH's compassion and forgiveness.

d. And of their wealth and possessions, there would always
be a portion for the beggar/needy and the deprived/
troubled.
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52 * Al-Tar

O Prophet Muhammad!

52:48-49

a. So patiently await the Command of your RABB — the
Lord Supreme, as you are surely under OUR Eyes: care and
supervision. See also 20:39.
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Journeying Through The Qur’an

b. And proclaim the Praise of your RABB — the Lord
Supreme, when you get up for worshipful meditation,
devotional solitude, and Prayers at pre-dawn;

c. and, glorify HIM at the time of setting of the stars.

L e

0 p sl 0305 dild LT o3

Surah 53 - Al-Najm

Experiencing Sublime Expanse

53:01-04

a. By the star when it sets - perhaps reference to Sirius -
53:49, the star which the Makkan pagans worshiped, it
implies that the one which sets cannot be worthy of worship
and reverence. See 06:76-79.

b. O Disbelievers!

¢. Your companion — Prophet Muhammad — who has lived
amongst you for forty years, has neither gone astray, nor is
he erred and misguided.

d. Nor does he speak out the Qur anic Avat/Statements out
of his own inclinations or imagination.

€. That which he conveys to you - the Qur'an — it is nothing
but a Divine Revelation revealed onto him.

53:05-10

a.[tis taught to him by the Extremely Powerful,

b. the Possessor of Ultimate Wisdom.

c. He settled and he rose with all his splendor, while he was
on the highest point of the horizon,

d. then, he approached and descended.

e. And was as close as the distance within two bows’ length,
or even closer.

f. Thus, revealed to HIS Servant Muhammad what was fo
berevealed.
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54 * Al-Qamar

The Moreitis Read, the Better it is Understood

54:17

a. And certainly WE have made the Qur’an easy to be
remembered and contemplated.

b. Then, is there anyone who would contemplate and take
heed?

Likethe blink of an eye

54:49-50

a. Indeed, WE created all things of the Universe in precise
measure. See also 52:02.

b. And OUR Command to ordain something is nothing but
one word - @ single word ‘Be!’- like the blink of an eye, i.e.
instantaneously. See also 02:117, 03:47, 16:40, 19:35, 36:82
and 40:68.

c. And it starts happening to completion with perfection.
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55 * Al-Rahman

The Lord Supreme of Infinite Mercy

55:01-07

a. AL-RAHMAN - the Lord Supreme of Infinite Mercy.

b. The ONE, WHO taught to read and understand the
knowledge, and comprehend wisdom of The Qur'an.

¢. HE created the human being, the Jinn, and everything
else,

d. and HE taught him intelligent thoughts and eloquent
speech: how to conceive ideas, put them to words and
express.

e. The sun and the moon are bound by calculated courses
and move in measured order.

f. And the shrubs and the trees both bow down and submit
to HIS designs.

2. And, HE raised up the sky high above the earth, and

h. HE established the law of harmony and balance.

Which of Your Lord’s Marvels Will You Deny?
55:08-13

a. So that you do not violate the law of harmony and
balance;

b. and hold the balance with equity and justice, and do not
go beyond the proper limits of the law of harmony and
balance.

c. And the earth - HE has set it in place for the living in
which there are fruits of immense variety, color and taste,
and

d. the blossoming date palm trees full of sheathed clusters,
and sprouted grains, and fragrant flowers and refreshingly
scented plants.

e. So which of your RABB’s - the Lord Supreme
innumerable marvels will you two - jinn and human - deny?

55:19-20,22 and 24

a. HE brought the two large bodies of sweet and salty water
that appear to meet together,

b. vet between them is a barrier, so they do not transgress
and mingle together, see also 25:53.

¢. from both of them come out various types and qualities of

the pearl and the coral.
d. And for HIM are the sailing ships that plough through
the sea, /ofiy like mountain-tops.

Divine Presence Forever

55:26-27

a. Everyone and everything in the Universe - entire corporeal
life - has to perish.

b. And all that is to remain forever is the Face of your
RABB — the Lord Supreme s Countenance -

¢. RABB—the Lord Possessor of the Majesty, and

d. RABB — the Lord Possessor of the Splendor - read it with
55:78.
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56 * Al-Wiqi’ah

Timeto Abase; Time to Exalt

56:01-06 e e
a. When the [nevitable Event of Doom shall descend, o0&y 5 (raby) Judodadlyllady 13)
b. and nothing can stop it from happening. ; o o o
c. It shall be abasing some human beings, and exalting some oy w3513 o ‘i_;_glj Tk
others. . . .

d. When the earth shall be shaken with violent shaking, 2 L:;JT < B B
and made to totter, see for details 22:01-03, ol d T e
e. and the mountains shall be made to crumble with a G2 2o
thorough crumbling, e

f. and they become dust scattered, dispersed.

57 * Al-Hadid

Incentive to Sacrifice

57:18 .o e cu oG AT e AT
a. Surely, the charitable males, young and old, and ‘}ﬁbf"'j ,C—ﬂ:‘ma-d 13 u}—f‘,-‘-vd-é-! ' O;
b. the charitable females, young and old,

c. who have advanced a loan of goodness to ALLAH - the - *J. =] *.- T4\ 7 -7 % 5%
One God, which shall be multiplied for them, and A3 A ey L LT3
d. in addition, for them shall be a generous reward. PR
e. Spending in the Cause of ALLAH is like advancing a loan of © H;f:"*
goodness to ALLAH, which HE promises to return in a .
multiplied amount together with a bonus in this life as well as

in that life: the Afierlife.

-

This Life; That Life
57:20 p Timie R e FE. acs
a. Bear in mind that the life of this world is only S Lol EJPJ' Lol 5elel
- apastime and ostentation, and J iy ooyl B -
- ashow of beauty and attraction, and e SR IS T v
- a cause of mutual boasting among you, and S 5 ' 255 H'J}AJ
- a competition and rivalry of increase in wealth and I g o
children, family connections, and social networking. ;1—-,-9 JiAf :"Jj Yij JS—‘Y‘

b. All this is like vegetation that springs up after the rain,
and its growth fascinates the farmer, but then it goes dry,  J,<§ 2 - ’5L:_r’ e ' : f

turning yellow, and becoming debris. SRR e
c. Thus is the example of those who remain ever-busy in ‘a’ A e s g Wk s g
above. k_gj lada> O}iz p-’— ‘j—é-:d-ﬂ
d. Then, in the Afterlife, the eternal life, there is:
- either severe suffering for the ones at ‘a’above, e ‘5".’. R A e ’=T
- or forgiveness from ALLAH and HIS graceful favors O O A 53
for the believers and the righteous. it .

-3
e. And the life of this world is nothing but a delusion, a | (b
deception and an illusory pleasure.
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Compete for the Reward

57:21 _ i o v o

a. So instead of competing for the worldly gains, compete I;,_;j g u_; ’3;_’;‘,_,'.; J I}j_,l_;
with one another in pursuit of forgiveness from your - 4 T E

RABB —the Lord Supreme, and CRER megd | Comipad
b. for the Paradise as wide and vast as the width and vastness (G o 15 s L) (Gt = Geie
of the sky/space, and the earth, prepared for those men and . . 4 s
wonien, young and old, who: ) u\.L:ujj aL |}"_, i 7l &del
- truly and firmly believe in ALLAH - the One God, and ® cE o .
- HIS Messengers: from Adam to Muhammad. D P T £0 4% 3105

- - A7
¢. That is ALLAH's Grace which HE grants to whomever “‘U‘J ‘L“".o-‘ 45l 4
HE wills, and .
d. ALLAH alone is the Possessor of Infinite Grace. ° s ”L;‘ I |aa 135

Pre-Planned, Pre-Ordained

57:22-23 . gl
a. No calamity or catastrophe - whether natural or man- N3 23N/ Qi 0 Ol L
made - befalls either the earth - tsunami, earthquakes, or “

droughts, or yourselves - epidemics, loss of family members Tu[:fg e i b §l| - f;ls -
3 F: . - . J % U"‘ 2 # LE 5 g L3
or material deprivation that was not set down in a Book, 2 4
i . oEe g & £ @
even before le: make lthappgn. . ”’ & J—P TS G| Gl
b. Indeed, that is easy for ALLAH - the One God, e - T .
c. so that you may neither despair nor grieve over what is o BRI B R e
lost to you, JPKJEL‘J“;U“L’ Y
d. nor unduly overjoyed and exult in pride on what came P T T I S
vour way, as ALLAH does not like any of those who are ‘—*—,4“"\! aly p——%‘*—’“ L"—’ | 9> 45
exultant, boastful. o e g

58 * Al-Mujadilah

Inscription on Heart

58:22 -
a. You shall not find a people who tru/y believein ALLAH- < 5=
the One God, and the Last Day, and, at the same time, make

sETET . e i‘v, . Lo
friendship with those who oppose ALLAH’s Message, and 4l sl o .,_:)}-"j; Jb;\' |
the person and teachings of HIS Messenger Mufiammad, P x e s e e
b. even if they were their own fathers/parents, or their 3! 'E,_A;Lﬂ; 1}3\_4_-. 3]3 ;:.J}:.jj

sons/children, or their brothers/siblings, or their other
relations: read it together with 60:08-09.
¢. They are such that HE has inscribed true and firm Faith

T .

R A
it gl g 5> ol faill]

on their hearts, and has strengthened t2em with a spirit o o Brngem M pam g s
intellectual enlightenment gnd spiritual vigr)rp frmr{ Ul"""}” \*'E}b S S d'lﬁ'd—"
HIMSELF. S
d. And, HE shall cause them to enter the Gardens of (oo gl A el rb._@i’
Paradise through which streams flow, wherein they shall ’, Pl

live forever, never to leave, never to die. F A o T o
¢. ALLAH - the One God shall be pleased with them; and Lt U"‘LJ‘L} f'é'l\” Lr"; o d{—f-
they have been pleased with ALLAH. B L T
f. They are the Party of ALLAH; d‘-f 9l ws I}-*bjj}-r"-"' “l >
g. and, rest assured that it is a/ways the Party of ALLAH P S
that shall w/timately be successful in its struggle against Ty iff.)l & ol NI 5'151._’;)?
falsehood. ' - .
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59 * Al-Hashr

Power of the Faith

59:13-14

a. O The Faithful!

b. Undoubtedly, you strike greater fright in their -
disbelievers and polytheist - hearts than that of ALLAH for

HISultimate judgment/punishment. g

¢. That is because they are a people devoid of
understanding, who cannot grasp the Divine Truth.

d. They will never fight against you, even when
opportunistically united together, except from within
fortified strongholds, or from behind high security walls -
how accurately does it portray the situation in the twenty first
century for Afghanistan, Iraq, Palestine, and elsewhere in
Lands of Crescent.

e. While their hostility among themselves is severe, you
may reckon them to be united, but in fact their hearts are at
odds and divided towards diverse ends, because they are a
people devoid of reason and sense.
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Bond with Allah

59:19 ) . ,

a. O The Faithful! o X, FULAEHY a0 dHEt 4 B \’!'
b. And do not be like those Jews and hypocrites who are h I SN 2
oblivious of ALLAH's rights by abandoning HIS worship B T LU LN Y
and obedience. o - ysdall = E‘Jj! f'-’r““‘:"

¢. So HE punished them and caused them to be forget ful of
themselves by not performing any deed of righteousness that
could salvage them - read it with 45.:34.

d. They are the corruptin Faith.

Power of the Qur'an

59:21

a. Had WE sent down this, the Qur'an, even onto a
mountain,

b. you would have surely seen it humbled, and shattering
apart wirth its power and shaking influence, and in its awe of
ALLAH - the One God.

¢. And such are the examples in symbolic language WE cite
for a people, so that they may contemplate.

The Names, The Uniquely Beautiful

59:22

a. HE is ALLAH - the One God, besides WHOM there is no
one and can never be any entity worthy of worship,
reverence and obedience,

b. ALLAH, the One, WHO is Knower of the Unseen and the
Seen.

¢. HE is the Infinitely Merciful, the Ever-Compassionate.
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Journeying Through The Qur’an

59:23

a. HE is ALLAH - the One God, besides WHOM there is no
one and can never be any entity worthy of worship,
reverence and obedience,

b. ALLAH, the Sovereign,

c. ALLAH, the Holy — the most pure,

d. ALLAH, the Source of Peace,

e. ALLAH, the Bestower of Peace,

f. ALLAH, the Guardian over all,

g. ALLAH, the Almighty,

h. ALLAH, the Restorer of Losses,

i.ALLAH, the Lord of Greatness.

j- Glory to HIM, WHO is far above and beyond anything
and everything they associate with HIM in divinity, worship
and command.

59:24

a. HE isALLAH - the One God,

b.ALLAH, the Creator,

c. ALLAH, the Initiator, the Originator,

d. ALLAH, the Giver of Shapes and Forms.

e. For HIM are The Names, The Uniquely Beautiful -
07:180,17:110.

f. Everything and all in the cosmos, the celestial space, and
in and on the earth glorify HIM, and

2. HE is the all-Mighty, all-Wise.

h. Reports from al-Bokhart and al-Muslim suggest that the
Prophet, ALLAH bless him always, would usually recite
Statements 59:22-24 after the Fajr and the Maghrib
Mandatory Prayers.
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60 * Al-Mumtahanah

Criterion for Friendship

60:01

a. O The Faithful!

b. Do not take in friendship and alliance My enemies and
your enemies, showing them affinity or affection,

¢. even though they belie and deny of what has come to you
of the truth — The Qur'an and Islam,

d. ... and even though they have driven out The Prophet
Mohammad from Makkah, and, indeed you foo just because
you believe in ALLAH, The One Who is your RABB.

e. If you have mobilized to strive in the Service of My
Cause, and seeking My Pleasure, then

f. how can you secretly seek their friendship and alliance
and extend affection to them, while you know well that 1 am
all-Aware of what you conceal and of what you reveal.

g. And whosoever among you does so, then, he has
definitely strayed off the Right Path, i.e. from the path of
true guidance.

h. This pertains to those of the disbelievers who are actively
hostile to you and ridicule your religion and its oracles.

113

s ¥ 1,00 Gl Gl
sl 1] p-(-wj Sy
Lo Ty, 383 53200 o)

P s w58 L
ldagr So > &5 0) 4595
z 5 . )

LéL“"L;‘;I‘"E‘:GuL‘“"Q
- Tu-f 1 *



Journeying Through The Qur’an

The Enemyis always the enemy

60:02

a. Should they encounter you, they would treat you as
enemies, and

b. stretch out their hands against you o assault and kill,
and their tongues /oaded with malice - to insult, abuse and
slander you,

c. for they wish for you to deny the truth the way they do it.

No oneto benefit anyone

60:03

a. Bear in mind that if you were ever to reject your Faith of
Islam then your relatives and your own children would not
be of any benefit to you at the Time of Judgment;

b. for then He would decide between you on merit alone.

c. And ALLAH is all-Watching of whatever you do: good
andevil.

Ultimate Goodness
60:08
a. ALLAH - the One God does not prevent you from being
kind and equitable with thoese men and women, young and
old, who

- do not fight you because of your Faith, and

-do not drive you from your homelands.
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61 * Al-Saff

Honor Your Word
61:02-03 S o4f .
a. O The Faithful! e ,}l rJl},_«w.dll:;u
b. Why do you say things and then you do not do, or would
notdo them? See also 02:177. o (e
c. Ibn Kathir quotes from al-BokharT and al-Muslim, that the
Prophet, ALLAH bless him always, said: The mark of the 2w A g e
hypocrite is threefold — when s/he makes a promise, sihe VL g5 o) dl g Lga s
breaks it; when s/he tells of an event, s/he tell a lie; and when .
s/he is given a trust, s/he betrays it. Or as the Prophet may o v yelads

have said.

d. Tt incurs great hatred in the Sight of ALLAH that you
say things and then you do not do for the Faith and
lving/hypocrisy are not mutually compatible.

Resolve and Steadfastness

61:04

a. Surely, ALLAH loves those brave men who fight for HIS
Cause,

b. ranged in firm battle rows as though they were a well-
compacted solid structure of steel.
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Journeying Through The Qur’an

Allah’s Lightis to Prevail

61:08-09

a. They wish to put out the Light of ALLAH with their
mouths by bad-mouthing and active hostility against The
Qur'an, and its Recipient, Prophet Muhammad.

b. But ALLAH is set to complete and perfect HIS Light,
even though the disbelievers dislike it.

c. It is HE, WHO sent HIS Messenger Muhammad with
Guidance of The Qur'an and the Religion of Truth - [siam,
d. so that HE may cause it to prevail over all other false
religions, faiths, cults and creeds even though the polytheist
dislike it.

e. As the only true religious system is Islam - total and
unqualified submission to ALLAH - the One God - 03:19.

Valuable Deal
61:10-11
a. O The Faithful!
b. Shall I point you to a deal that is of splendid worth, and it
also saves you a painful punishment in the Afterlife? See
09:111and 35:29.
c¢. Itis that you have
- true and firm Faith in ALLAH - the One God,
and HIS Messenger Muhammad, and
- strive diligently in the Cause of ALLAH

with your possessions and your persons,

i.e. materially and personally.
d. See also 09:111 - 'ALLAH has bought of the believers their
persons and their possessions, promising them paradise in
return’ - faith and striving in ALLAH's Cause has been
represented as a bargain deal for eternal salvation.
e. That would be much better for you, if only you realize.
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62 * Al-Jumu’ah

Friday: The Congregational Prayers

62:09-10

a. O The Faithful!

b. When the Call for midday Prayer is made on Friday —
the day of congregation,

¢. then hasten — move promptly — to the Remembrance of
ALLAH - the One God, i.e. listening to the sermon and
offering the two-unit Prayer, and

d. leave aside all business, or whatever you may be occupied
with, otherwise it amounts to negligence of the divine duty,

e. that is much better and beneficial for you, only if you
realize.

f. And, once the Prayer has concluded, then disperse in the
land, re-engage in your businesses, or whatever you were
occupied with, and

¢.seek ALLAH's bounty.

h. And Remember ALLAH - the One God frequently in
vour worldly and business dealings by following the Diving
Injunctions in that respect, so that you may achieve an all-
round succeess in this world as well as in the Afterlife.
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Journeying Through The Qur’an

63 * Al-Munafiqiin

Let Nothing Distract You

63:09

a. O The Faithful!

b. Do not let your wealth, businesses, possessions and
your children/family keep you preoccupied in a manner
that it distract you from the Remembrance of ALLAH:
all acts of worship, reverence, obedience and keeping the
Oracles of Faith.

¢. And those who do so, i.e cause themselves to be
distracted, shall be the ones who are the real losers.

d. Giving priority to the Remembrance of ALLAH would
cause HIM to take care of your worldly affairs and your
children/family. Once you are for ALLAH, ALLAH will be for
you!

o;‘_j_,}:.'_;;”r_a

64 * Al-Taghabun

Allah’s Rights; Family’s Rights

64:14-15

a. O The Faithful!

b. Sometimes there may be enemies to you among/within
your spouses - iushands or wives - and your children,

c. as they distract you from the Cause of ALLAH, and deter
you from obedience of ALLAH.

d. So beware of them and do not give their rights precedence
over therights of ALLAH.

e. And if you overlook such of their behavior, and forebear,
and forgive them,

f. you would find that ALLAH is also all-Forgiving, Ever-
Compassionate,

g. Indeed, your wealth and riches, and your
children/family are merely a source of distraction and
temptation for you fiom the Cause/Remembrance of ALLAH.
h. As for ALLAH - the One God, with HIM is a splendid
and eternal reward for you: the Garden of Paradise.

64:16

a. So be ALLAH-conscious as much as you are able, and
b. listen to the advice contained in 64:14-15, and obey it, and
spend in the Cause of ALLAH; it is good for yourselves.
¢. And whoever is protected from the selfish greed of one's

soul in this life, i.e. stinginess in spending for the Cause of

ALLAH, then they shall be the successful ones in the
Afterlife - the eternal life.
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65 * Al-Talaq

Further Ruling on Matters of Divorce

65:01

a. O Prophet Muhammad!

b. Tell the Faithful that when any one of you intends to
divorce your women/wives, divorce them at a time when
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Journeying Through The Qur’an

their prescribed waiting periods, i.e. menstruation, can be
properly calculated.

¢. And count their waiting period of three menstruations
carefully,

d. and while doing so be mindful of ALLAH, your RABB —
the Lord Supreme.

¢. Do not evict them from their houses where they have lived
with their husbands, nor should they leave by themselves on
their own discretion,

f. unless they have committed a glaring indecency, or a
clearly proven adultery.

2. And these are the limits set by ALLAH - the One God.

h. And whoever violates or oversteps the limits set by
ALLAH, surely does oneself an injustice.

i. You never know that afterwards ALLAH may bring
about a new situation in your favor.

J- The required three pronouncements of divorce, which make
it final and irrevocable - 02:229 - must be spaced over the
waiting-period of three months, so as to give the hushand
time to reconsider and reconcile. For other injunctions
relating to divorce, see 02:228-234 and 33:49.

65:02

a. Then once they have completed their three-month
waiting period,

b. then either hold them back according to custom by
revoking the divorce, and in observation of their rights, or
part from them according to custom, and in a fair manner.
c. And in either case, call to witness two people of just
character from among you fo witness your decision.

d. And O Witnesses!

e. Keep your testimony upright with due consciousness for
the sake of ALLAH - the One God.

f. Anyone who believes in ALLAH - the One God, and the
Last Day, is exhorted to do this.

g. And, HE shall a/ways make a way out for the one who
fears disobedience of ALLAH - the One God.

65:03

a.And HE shall a/so provide him sustenance from a source
he never expected.

b. And whoever places one’s trust in ALLAH - the One
God, HE shall then be sufficient for him for all the needs.

c: Surely,ALLAH enforces what HE decrees.

d. Indeed, ALLAH has determined a measure, i.e. fate for
all things, everything.

65:04

a. And those of your women/wives who have ceased
menstruation - iave gone into menopause, and if you have
any doubt - their waiting period shall be three /unar
months, as well as of those who have not yef menstruated
for other reasons.

b. As for those women/wives who are in a family way,
whether divorced or widowed, their waiting period shall be
until they are delivered of their burden of child.
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Journeying Through The Qur’an

c. And bear in mind that ALLAH - the One God brings
about ease in affairs of the one who stays mindful of HIM.

Duties towards Divorced Women

65:06

a. House them, the wives you are divorcing during their
waiting period of three lunar months according to your
means, wherever you live yourselves, and

b. do not coerce or harass them so as to make their stay
difficult, and hence make them leave the residence earlier.

¢. And if they are in a family way, then bear their expenses
until they have delivered their burden of child.

d. Then once delivered, if they opt to breast-feed the child
for you, then give them their compensation.

e. And consult together in these matters as is the custom
and with fairness,

f. but if you make difficulties for each other and reach a
deadlock, then let another woman breast-feed the child for
him, and he should settle the compensation.

65:07

a. The rich man/hushand should spend for the child
according to his means, and the one whose livelihood is
constrained, should spend from whatever ALLAH has
provided him.

b. ALLAH - the One God does not burden and makes one
liable beyond what HE has provided him.

¢. ALLAH - the One God shall soon bring about ease after
difficulty/hardship.
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66 * Al-Tahrim

Blessings of Repentance

66:08

a. O The Faithful!

b. Turn to ALLAH - the One God in sincere repentance,
genuinely and remorsefully.

c. Al-Bokhari and al-Muslim quote the Prophet, ALLAH bless
him always, to have stated: O People! Repent to ALLAH, for 1
repent a hundred times a day. ALLAH accepts HIS servant's
repentence provided s/he is not struggling with his/her last
breath. Or as the Prophet may have said.

d. It may be that your RABB —the Lord Supreme will accept
your sincere repentence, and absolve you of your sinfil/
deeds, and cause you to enter into the Gardens of paradise
through which streams flow.

e. Atthat Time, ALLAH - the One God shall not disappoint
the Prophet by rejecting his intercession, and those who
believed with him.

f. Their light shall race around/before them, and on their
right hand that would hold record of their good deeds, as
they shall say:
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Journeying Through The Qur’an

g. ‘O our RABB - the Lord Supreme!

h. Kindly cause our light to shine for us forever - see also
57:12and 57:19 - and forgive us foo, please!

i. Indeed, YOU hold power over all things, everything.”

Diligently you shall Strive

66:09

a. O Prophet Muhammad!

b. Motivate the Faithful to strive diligently against the
disbelievers and the hypocrites as and when circumstances
demand, and be firm with them,

c. for hell is ro be their home - and what a miserable
destiny!

W TR PR
sl pple Lalely (paanally
&

2 e T, 2 :’ ’5/,
o maall iy g

67 * Al-Mulk

Threshold Defined

67:02

a. Itis HE, WHO created the phenomenon of death and the
life; see also 02:28, 40:11 and 53.:44;

b. so that [/E may test you 7o see which of you will be better
in conduct - deeds of righteousness.

¢. And, HE is the all-Mighty, the all-Forgiving.

Harmony in Creation

67:03

a. It is also HE, WHO created the heavens as seven
dimensions, one above the other in harmony with one
another.

b. You would not see any discrepancy or imperfection in the
creation of AR-RAHMAN - the Lord Supreme of Infinite
Mercy.

¢. Then turn up your eyes once again: do you see any
cracks ordiscrepancy?
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68 * Al-Qalam

Bad Character

68:08 and 10-16

a. Do not yield to those who persistently belie and reject the
Truth of Islam.

b. And do not conform/yield to any imprudent oath-
swearer: who swears oaths right and lefi because his word
will lack credence unless s/he supports it with oaths,

c¢. to any slanderer, a back biter, who goes about with
slander - slandering, or the one who hinders the doing of
good, and

d. the one who is a grave sinner, transgressor,

e. harsh, and on the top of that, mischief-making.

f. Do not conform/yield to such a person merely because s/he
possesses wealth/worldly good, and sons/family, and social
and political influence.

£. When OUR Messages are recited/read out to him,

h. he alleges:

i. These are just myths of the past!
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Journeying Through The Qur’an

j- WE shall soon brand him on the muzzle in utter disgrace! & :)*BE\IT
k. Statements 68:10-15 are said to refer to one Al-Walid Ibn ?
Al-Mughira, a staunch opponent of the Prophet, ALLAH bless o )L;;j J-E [l y 0

him always. Regardless of time and space, such characters
live in all ages, and such challenges to the truth are always
confronted.

69 * Al-Haqqah

The Hypothesis

69:44-47 s T
a. And had he, Muhammad, dared to forge some Word of the o JeslBYI ;,,a_’!_; Lle U525 35
Qur ‘anic Revelation and attributed it to US, o

b. WE would have taken his right hand - the power of sl s Y]
Jforging and writing, G

c. and WE would have cut off his life-vein, carotid artery. AR
d. Thus not even one of you could have restrained US from o upll e G r
punishing him.
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70 * Al-Ma’arij

Human Chemistry and Exceptions
70:19-22 and 24-27 L,
G T ; o 5o 2 e od o oe
a. Indeed, human being is created with ambition and 4ia 3o l;;l_mdl>d_~.:
greed, /:_, )
b. when touched by adversity or misfortune, s/he beginsto o L:,j_’_, }_4.] G, 1330 L;DJ;; 2.
cry andlament for s/he is intolerant. g ’
¢. And when touched by good fortune, s/he is ungenerous, - S v
miserly and selfish to spend in the Cause of ALLAH , except ;,./&‘3..! ! \__XJ-“J o (Jl}-\aﬂ-”
for ) S5 B L.
- those wl_m regular{v_ establish the daily Mandatory o {‘);;L;jljkkmo?}hué}
Prayers in congregation, see also 96:06-08, and ~ T .
- those in whose wealth there is a rightful share of charity o u,_u i Py il jd":"-“ﬁ

e

for
- those who ask for help and the deprived; and Lo aahl o« % #2 o 0
- those who believe in the truth of the Time of Judgment 0 Oy ) FIAE 2 2

and its correlatives; and

- those who endeavor to seek pleasure of ALLAH in every
manner, as they are fearful of the punishment of their
RABB - the Lord Supreme, on the Day of Judgment.

70:29-31 o T e
a. And those who strictly guard their passion and chastity o Oslad> = 2 e cp il
from all, except their spouses, and those females whom B 2 i
they rightfully acquire in/after the gital - they are not tobe 720 31 S G 5l 2g>95l e N
blamed and not to be reproached. See also 23:06. #2308

b. Then, whoever seeks anything other than those, at ‘o’ T L. £
above, they are the transgressors, and are to be punished. u,"-'-.’l oo Uﬁ’fﬁ‘j‘" oy
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Journeying Through The Qur’an

70:32-33 and 35

a. And those who keep their commitments, promises, trusts
and pledges,

b. and those who are honest and upright in their witnesses,
and do not avoid giving true testimonies. See also 03:18.

¢. They shall be in the Gardens of Bliss, honored and
treated graciously.

d. Read it togetherwith 23:01-11 and 25:63-76.

e. The Prophet, ALLAH bless him always, is reported to have
said that a promise is like a debt and must be fulfiiled in the
same manner as a debt must be discharged.
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71 * Niih

Noah's Arduous Mission

71:01

a. Truly WE assigned Noah with Divine Mission to his
people, saying:

b."Warn your people of the consequences of disobedience to

the Divine Messages before a painful punishment inflicts
them!'

71:05-07

a. So Noah spent a number of vears in conveying the Divine
Message but faced immense opposition, insult and mockery.
b. Thiis he submitted:

¢.'OMy RABB - the Lord Supreme!

d. Truly I have called my people fo the Right Path by night
and by day.

¢. But my Call makes them avoid me more and more as they
run farther away.

f. And as often as I called them, so that they accept the
Message, and YOU may, thus, grant forgiveness to them,
they thrust their fingers into their ears, and draw their
cloaks around them - as a mark of indifference and
disrespect,

g. and they continue persisting in their own ways of

dishelief and rejection as they become more insolent and
arrogant.’

Noah Gives Up

71:21

a. Noah continued his submission:

b.'O My RABB - the Lord Supreme!

¢. They have disobeyed me, and rebelled against the Divine
Message.

d. And followed instead those whose socio-political
influence and wealth/worldly good, and children/family
connections would only add to their loss and self-ruin.’

71:26-27

a. And Noah further submitted:

b.'O My RABB - the Lord Supreme!

c. Do not leave even a single one from among the
disbelievers surviving on the earth.

d. For if YOU allow them surviving, they would, for sure,

121

F o=

o3 S (38 555 ) o U
o G173 ¥) G633y 00
258 es W g
[P FWRF JMT Fited

Forlle R EE. AL g E
0 NUSsaT 458003 ane 5 2475



Journeying Through The Qur’an

try to cause YOUR faithful servants go astray, and

e. they will breed no one but dissolute and sinful
disbelievers' - their genes will only produce their like.

f. Noah's submission was granted acceptance and the Great
Flood swept them all without a single one surviving,
exceptions were his companions in the Ark—07:59-72, 10:71-
73,11:25-48, 23:23-30, 26:105-122, 29: 14-15, 37:75-80 and
54:09-16.

o lade 1261 15245

72 * Al-Jinn

Worship Places are for the Worship of Allah - the One
God

72:18 _

a. And that all the Masajid belong to ALLAH - the One
God.

b. So worship, reverence and obedience is exclusively HIS
due.

c. Thus, do not invoke anyone, real or myth, along with
ALLAH - the One God.

73 * Al-Muzzammil

In Devotional Worship and Meditation

73:01 and 20

a. O Al-Muzzammil! O Muhammad!

b. Surely your RABB — the Lord Supreme, is well aware that
you stand in pre-dawn tahajjud prayers for almost two-
third of the nighttime,

c. and at times, half of it, and at other times, even a third of it,
and

d. so do a group of those men who are with you in Faith.

¢. And ALLAH - the One God determines the measure of
the nighttime and the daytime, which HE created.

f. HE knows that you will not be able to continue it
regularly, therefore, HE has turned to all of you in mercy.
g. So recite/comprehend as much of The Qur'an as is easy
for you, but do it regulariy.

h. HE knows that some of you may be ill, and some of you
may travel the land, seeking ALLAH's Grace, and, yet still
others fighting in the Cause of ALLAH.

i. Therefore, recite/read as much of The Qur'an as is easy
Jforyou.

j- But establish the daily Mandatory Prayers preferably in
congregation,

k. and pay out the Zakat - and thus advance a good loan to
ALLAH - the One God.

1. And whatever good deeds you will thus send ahead for
your own selves, you shall find the same with ALLAH,
much better in condition, and with a greater reward than
all that you leave behind in the world.

m. And always seek ALLAH's forgiveness.

n. Indeed, ALLAH - the One God is both Ever-Forgiving
and Ever-Compassionate.
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Journeying Through The Qur’an

74 * Al-Muddaththir

Upholdthe Cause of Allah - the One God

74:01-03 and 07

a. 0 Al-Muddaththir! O Muhammad!

b. Stand up with the Divine Message and give warning
against its disobedience!

c. And proclaim the Supremacy of your RABB — the Lord
Supreme.

d. And be steadfast for the Cause of your RABB - the Lord
Supreme.
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75 * Al-Qiyamah

We Recite, You Follow

75:16-18

a. O Prophet Muhammad!

b. While The Qur'an is being revealed onto you, do not move
your tongue in hurry endeavoring to hasten memorization of
the Revelation.

c¢. In fact, it is for US to ensure its safe collection in your
heart, and enable you its recitation.

d. Therefore, when WE have recited it, then follow its
recitation. See also 96:01, 87:06 and 20:114.
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76 * Al-Insan/Al-Dhar

Free Will

76:02-03

a. WE created human being of a mingling of seminal fluid
with ovum - genetic heritage - so that WE may test him in the
later part of life;

b. and, finally, WE enabled him to hear, and to see, i.e.,

ability to perceive, evaluate and discern between right and
wrong, good and evil,

¢. And WE showed him the Right Way fo use abilities of
perception and intellect,

d. then it is his/her free choice whether s/he becomes
righteous/gratefil, or sinful/ungrateful.
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77 * Al-Mursalat

The Promised Time

77:07-10

a, That which you are promised is sure to happen — the
Resurrection, the Time of Judgment, and the Afierlife.
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Journeying Through The Qur’an

b. Thus when the stars are obliterated and effaced,
c. and when the sky is split apart and made to burst,
d. and when the mountains are blown away as dust.

Woeto those who belie the Qur'an

77:49-50

a. Woe, at that Time, to those men and women, young and
old, who belie the Truth!

b. Then in what other Revelation, after This Qur'an, would
they ever believe?

c. Abu Dawiid suggests that when this Ayah/Statement is
recited/read, the reader and listener should say: Amanna
Billahi - we believe in ALLAH - the One God.
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78 * Al-Naba

Towards the Afterlife

78:18

a. The Time when the Trumpet of Resurrection shall be
sounded,

b. and you would come out from the places of your
burial/graves in swarming crowds; see also 06:73 and
39:68.

78:27-29

a. Undoubtedly, they had not been expecting fo face
accountability of their worldly conduct and deeds.
b. And, thus they vehemently denied OUR Messages, and
rejected them as a pack of lies.

¢. But WE recorded everything in detail of their reaction
and conductin a book.

78:40

a. WE warned you of a suffering which was close at hand,
b. at the Time when every person shall see whatever of the
deeds his/her own hands had sent ahead, and

c. when the disbeliever shall say in dismay and frustration:
d.'Ooh, 1 wish I were mere dust instead of being a Being to
be held accountable!’See also 69:27.
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79 * Al-Nazi’at

Splitting the Bigger Nebular Mass

79:27-33

a. O People of the World!

b. Are you more difficult to be created, or the cosmos, and
the celestial space that HE created?

c. HE elevated its canopy, and then shaped it to perfection,
and embedded it with qualities to fulfill its function.

d. And darkened its nighttine, and brought out brightness
of the daytime.

e. The Sun and the Moon each one is floating in its orbit -
21:33;seealso 36:40and 39:05.

f. And, after that, HE hurled the earth away from a bigger
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Journeying Through The Qur’an

nebular mass, a_nd spread itout. Seevafso 21:30. _ ) A 315 UL:;Tj
g. And out of it, HE brought out its water bodies, and its i
pastures LooaE, 2T s
h. And the mountains HE firmly set in/on it - oZNarn Yy N Lz
i. all this creation as a means of life to benefit you, and your
livestock.

80 * ‘Abasa
The Deafening Blast
80:33 and 38-39 and 40-42 o e,
a. So when the Deafening and Frightening Blast shall come >lalleil e
piercing the ears, frightening the hearts, and heralding the B3 . e M 33
Resurrection; 09 riuns chony 0429
b. at that Time, some faces shall be radiant and beaming Lo, A s

with happiness, laughing and joyous at the good news of fresesTaso Eff“:-;:‘ ‘&-"L@
their successful end.

¢. While at the same Time, some other faces shall look to be ° °J‘3 Lé-“)-' ©° " L;:rL‘-'
stained with dust and covered in gloom. T
d. These are the ones who were the deniers, ihe 0 8,7all 5 551 f'h d.,l...:Jj

blasphemers, the falsifiers.

81 * Al-Takwir

For Benefit of the Upright

81:19-20and 25,and 27-28 A T
a. Undoubtedly, The Qui'an is the Word carried from ° {-3;5)}"-“) J}EJ ’4",!
ALLAH and spoken by a Noble Angel Envoy Gabriel to

Prophet Muhammad. a person of great sagacity and honesty. o d“i‘ > )_aJW $dss J.e )
b. The Noble Angel envoy is endowed with power, and

eminent with the Lord of the Supreme Throne. e ala 8 d’ 3 G e
- . AT ) 7—»]4-“, ! A
c.And this is not the word of Satanic force, accursed. ¢z E = }b 2
d. Itis nothing else but a Message for all the Worlds; for all -1 "‘l SRR
conscientious beings: jinn and human. P R ‘}V 2 Y/‘ 3O;

e. It is for the one from among you, who may wish to live by S S
the Truth - Straight Path, and follow it diligently without o (&E-'-MEJ rs'-f i el
deviation.

82 * Al-Infitar

Time of Helplessness

82:17and 19 . .

a. And what may enable you to perceive what is the Time 5 CJl-U E"}i e \g;,;,’t L;j
of Judgment? i

b. The Time shall be the time of helplessness when all are i Roaf @ et o
busy with their own problems, unable to think of anyone else, e }fd"l S e d:l'“ Y {2
no person shall have power to do any favor for the other I
person! Thus one would live the consequences of one’s ° gﬂ!,;l.,.ny J.a\i Iy

deeds/conduct.
c¢. For at that Time, it would become evident that HE reigns

supreme, and a_ll command shall entirely and exclusively
belong to ALLAH - the One God.
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Journeying Through The Qur’an

83 * Al-Mutaffifin

Declaration against Cheaters

83:01-06

a. Woe to de-frauders,

b. those who obtain it in full measure when they take their
due from other people,

c. yet when it comes to giving the right of others they reduce
the measure, and give them less than the due.

d. Implicitly it also touches upon every aspect of social
behavior with respect to a person's rights and obligations.

¢. Do they not realize that they shall be raised up to life from
their places of burial/graves at the Mighty Time -

f. the Time when the people shall stand accountable for
their conduct and deeds before the RABB — the Lord
Supreme of the Worlds?
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84 * Al-Inshiqaq

Un-diminishing Rewards

84:21-24 and 25

a. And whenever the Qur'an is recited/read out to them,
they do not prostrate in submission to its teachings and
Injunctions.

b. In fact, the disbelievers reject the Qur'an itself, and deny
its teachings.

c. And ALLAH knows best what they harbor in their
hearts against the Qur'an, Islam, and the Muslims.

d. So give them the good news of a painful suffering in the
upcoming Afterlife.

e. But as for those men and women, young and old, who
believe in the Qur'an, and, fulfill the requisites of Faith by
deeds of righteousness,

f. for them is an un-diminishing reward of eternal rejoicing
inthe Paradise.
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85 * Al-Burij

When Evil is Unrepentant

85:10

a. Surely, for those who persecute the believing males and
the believing females for their belief,

b. and then do not repent about their conduct,

c. for them shall be punishment of Hell, and for them shall
also be punishment of the burning fire.
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Journeying Through The Qur’an

86 * Al-Tariq

Humble Origin

86:05-07

a. Let the human being consider from which of ihe
substance he was created.

b. He was created out of an ejected, spurting fluid that

comes out as a result of incitement from between the hip of

the male and the pelvis of the female.

0 3315 [Liw‘},’l_;-
owb-J'JLJ«GJ‘ e

87 * Al-’Ala

We shall Teach, You shall Preach
87:06and 09-17
a. O Prophet Muhammad!
b. WE shall teach you The Qur'an,
c. and you shall not forget any part of it. See also 75:16-18.
d. So keep preaching and veminding people of ALLAH's
Messages, as reminding is useful.
¢. The one, who stands in awe of ALLAH shall be mindful
of the Reminder and contemplate,
f. but it shall be evaded by the one who is most unblessed,
most unfortunate,
g. it is, then, the one who shall be scorched by the Great
Fire of Hell.
h. Therein, s/he shall neither be granted the respite to die,
nor be able to live a continued state of life worth living.
i. Success is surely achieved by the one who

- purifies oneself of sins and of worldly possessions by

spendingin the Cause of ALLAH, and,
- remembers and extols the Name of his/ier RABB — the
Lord Supreme, fervently and frequently, and

- prays and seeks HIS blessings.
j- Yet you are disposed to prefer the life of this world - the
lowest state of existance.
k. Though the Afterlife is much better in kind and quality -
the highest state of existence, and ever lasting.
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88 * Al-Ghashiyah

Preach, Preach and Preach

88:21-22

a. So keep on reminding - preaching and motivating people
to the True Faith of Islam;

b. for you are the one whose duty is to remind, preach and
motivate people.

¢. Indeed, you are not there to impose the Faith as you have
no control over them.
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Journeying Through The Qur’an

89 * Al-Fajr
Greed nullifies Nobility
89:15-20 -
a. And so for the human being, when his RABB — the Lord AW |_>| 3}” G
Supreme, tests him/her by HIS generosity, and with a life of ' ’ o
prosperity, = s P
b. s/he jubilantly boasts: o g‘){ JJ—“-*’ "'-“*-"-'3 "‘*‘;b

¢. 'My RABB - the Lord Supreme has honored me’ as it was
my right. I deserved it. S/he starts attributing the turn of =5 ..Lc AnAi . Gl _ﬂ _L;li
Jortune to her/his own good qualities, skills and experience. - 2
Seealso 28:78. i —
d. But when HE puts him/her to test, and thus constricts ool 35 J g
his/her means of livelihood, -
e. then s/he complains and impatiently graumbles: Lo g X ETd
f. "My RABB — the Lord Supreme, has disgraced me’ by o izl CJ)-‘)<’ N
causing this injustice. But why me?
2. No! WE do so because you do not consider all that vou do, leh]o JP « )y,a-ﬁ Y}
and fail to do, namely,
- you do not honor the orphans' rights and do not ireat i NP |»:_ﬁ ~ Je ks
them with kindness and generosity, and ® =in
- you do not motivate and enjoin one another to feed and
clothe the destitute, and L‘“—" L"' LJL*j | \_JJ—S‘J
- you devour the inheritance generally, and especially of
the orphans greedily with sweeping gulp, and
- you love the wealth/worldly possessions with immense
passion and hoard.

90 * Al-Balad

Scaling the Ascent
90:10-11and 13-16 o

- cm e oo

a. And WE showed him - human being - two clear ways: one o u_,.,ll : >=.9T ‘)Lao J-*ar-“ agdn
to follow, and the other not-to-follow. See also 91:07-10.

2

b. And yet s/he does not brave onto the 'Aqabah — the LA o
2 _Agd ‘S.b! lo L) JB

ascent to salvation - the 'Agabah is to: oM G5 SO0
y li!)erateﬁom slave:}.-/cap{ive/pri.s-onerqfwar, or o -4;;3_; % ;..': 0 37525

- give out food at the time of one's hunger: to an z -
orphaned relative, or to a needy person lying in misery W52 2 i ek
of dust. o dpald CSiu

91 * Al-Shams

Human Soul: Purified, Corrupted

91:08-10

a. A_md WE inspired the lffuman consciousness with its o 5355 La_,)_é. Le_ulu
instincts of wickedness and righteousness,

b. the essential difference between humans and animals; read 2 ‘g’ ¢ - ;f A3
‘a'with 90:10. s W

c. The one who purifies one's consciousness of wickedness ’i A5 _'.(_;l;, _’,jf
and self~aggrandizing succeeds in the Sight of ALLAH, and ° e <
hence in the Afterlife.
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d. and, the one who corrupts one'’s consciousness by
wickedness and self-aggrandizing, fails in the Sight of
ALLAH, and hence in the Afierlife.

92 * Al-Layl

Some are Salvaged; Some are Doomed
92:05-07 and 08-11

- - SE o, gE&-
a. As for the one who: ° “Tj el e Ll
- givesoutapart of his/her wealth in charity, and & o
- remains conscious of being reverently obedient to pra il Jak i
ALLAH s Injunctions, and 0 (F Ohe
- testifies to goodness and righteousness: teachings of e B AR, 8T
Islam. 9 LSJ“":‘:J‘! 48k iamd
b. WE shall thus invariably facilitate his/ier way towards SR B e
the state of ease - purification and protection in this life, and o gilly J e Ll
salvation and eternal comforts of Paradise. . g,
c. But for the one who: o ’,JL';);L%
- is miserly and does not gives out a part of his/her wealth 2
in charity, and e AN EAL E e
- deems oneself to be free of the need of HIS's bounties, s A a0
and . m.:’ o Ame 7oAl
- denies goodness and righteousness: teachings of Islam. © {35 15 5a)le ans S Lo

d. For him/ier WE shall thus facilitate the way towards
the state of hardship and distress.

e. And his/her amassing of viches, a part of which s/he would
not give out in charity, shall not avail him/ier when s/he
plummets/dies, or falls into Hell.

f. Good is not the same as evil; righteousness is not the same
as corruption; generosity and ALLAH-consciousness are not
the same as hoarding and conceit. The Faithful are different
from those devoid of faith.

93 * Al-D’ha
Do Not Aggrieve the Orphan;
Do NotScold the Beggar
93:09-10 .
a. .Therefolre, as for an orphan, do not look down upon and o i Sl L
mistreat him/fer, ;
b. and, as for the beggar, anyone who seeks help in a difficult -5 6, L G
situation, whether material, physical or moral, or even o v Wy

spiritual, do not rebuff him/her.

¢. An-Nasa 't quotes Abii Shuraih Khuwailid bin "Amr Al-
Khuza'i that the Prophet, ALLAH bless him always, said: O
ALLAH! I declare inviolable the rights of two weak ones: the
orphan, and the women. Or as the Prophet may have said.
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94 * Al-Inshirah/Al-Sharh

Hardship Goes With Ease ...

94:05-06

a. So surely along with every hardship, there is a/so ease.

b. Yes surely along with every hardship, there is a/so ease.

c. Hardship is never absolute, for ease always accompanies
it.

... Seek Solace

94:07-08

a. So when you are free from routine work, turn to devotion
and exert yourself in worship,

b. and turn to your RABB — the Lord Supreme, and let HIM
alone be your quest, and let nothing distract you.
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95 * Al-Tin

The Quadrangle

95:01-03

a. By the Fig and by the Olive,

b. and by Mount Sinai,

c¢. and by this, the City of Security - Makkah.

d. Mount Sinai and the City of Security may have a reference
to Prophet Moses and Prophet Muhammad, and the Fig and
the Olive, where the later may refer to the Mount of Tir
Zaitdin Jerusalem, imply reference to Prophet Jesus - may
ALLAH bless them all - representing the historic phases of
three leading monotheistic religions with the same divine
teaching: Faithin ALLAH - the One God, and the Afterlife.

The Best, The Worst
95:04-07

a. Truly WE created human being in the best stature - a

reference to human nature and abilities to make best use of the
inborn qualities in the environment to which s/he is exposed;
b. then, because of distortion of his/her original nature, and
un-seruplous conduct, WE reduced him to the worst
condition of the lowest of the low, except for those men and
women, young and old, whe stick to their upright nature, and
thus

- firmly believe in ALLAH - the One God, and the Afterlife,

and

- do the deeds of righteousness as a matter of habit,
c. for them there is never-ending reward and beyond
measure.
d. After all this, what may cause you to deny the
End/Judgment?
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96 * Al-’Alaq

The First Revelation is Revealed

96:01-02

a. Recite by the Name of your RABB — the Lord Supreme,
WHO created all creation,
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Journeying Through The Qur’an

b. WHO created human being out of a genetic
composition - germinating cell of congealed blood, a stage in
the development of a foetus— 22:05.

96:03-05

a, Proclaim!

b. And your RABB — the Lord Supreme is the Most
Generous, A/l-Bountiful.

¢. WHO imparted knowledge to fuman being by means of
the pen, and

d. HE taught knowledge and wisdom programed through
genes and the essential qualities fo the human being what
he never knew.

e. This firstrevelation - 96:03-05 - was revealed in the Cave of
Hira' at Jabal al-Niar, outskirts of Makkah, where the
Prophet, ALLAH bless him always, would meditate and
remain in solitude for weeks. 97:01(a) states its timing; see
also 02: 183 and 44: 03-06. Details of this momentous event
are recorded in Ahadith reported by al-Bukhari, al-Muslim,
Ahmad, and Abu’ Dawiid besides al-Tabarf.

Arrogance and Ingratitude

96:06-08

a. But despite these blessings and favors, human being is
truly defiant and indulges in desirves and fransgression,

b. because the veil of ego makes him/her think to be self-
sufficient, and, thus free of the need of OUR Grace.

¢. But, for sure, all are to return to your RABB — the Lord
Supreme, where everyone is to be held responsible for one's
beliefs and deeds/conduct in the worldly life.

97 * Al-Qadr

Most Distinguished Night

97:01

a. Indeed, WE began to reveal it — the Qur'an — during the
later part of the Night of Majesty and Power. See also
44.:03-06.

97:03-05

a, The Night of Majesty and Power is better than a
thousand months: one § lifetime of eighty vears,

b. for in that one Night, the angels descend on the radiant
hearts and the Spirit - again and again by the command of
their RABB — the Lord Supreme, along with HIS decrees for
every matter.

c. Spiritual peace of the Night prevails till the emergence of
the dawn.

d. 02:185 affirms that revelation of the Qur'an started to
Prophet Muhammad, ALLAH bless him always, during this
Night of the month of Ramadan. The Prophet is reported by
al-Bukhari and al-Muslim, to have said: Seek the Night in the
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Journeying Through The Qur’an

last ten nights of Ramadan. And, whoever spends the Night in
worship, with faith and devotion, shall have all his/her past
sins forgiven. Or as the Prophet may have said.

98 * Al-Bayyinah

Message for Re-Orientation

98:02-03

a. Given 02:113, 05:64 and 09:30, Muhammad is the Final
Messenger from ALLAH to People of the World,

b. who preaches and recites the Purified - of all idolatry,
disbelief and mythical fiction - Seript of the Qur'an,

c. containing eternal Divine Laws and Injunctions.

98:04

a. Yet those who were given the Former Divine Scriptures,
especially the Jews and the Christians, did not fall into
diversion until after the Clear Evidence in form of the
Qur'an had come to them,

b. i.e. that the Jewish and Christian disbelief in the Divine
Mission of Prophet Muhammad, ALLAH bless him always,
and the Qur'an implies their disbelief in their own Divine
Scriptures.

Be Sincerely Devout
98:05
a. though all they were ordered to do was only four things:
- worship ALLAH, i.e. the consciousness of being in
servitude to the One God,
- make submission exclusively to HIM as people of True
Faith, as monotheists, see also 39:11, and
- establish the Prayers, and
- pay out the Zakat,
b. for that was and that is the valid Religion, and ever-true
system.

Fa 2
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99 * Al-Zilzal/Al-Zalzalah

Violent and Frightening

99:01-03

a. When the earth shall be rocked violently, and

b. when the earth shall throw out its loads of the dead from
their places of burial/graves; see also 50:44, and

¢. when the human being shall be puzzied, and cry out in
panic:

d. Whatis happening toit?

99:06

a, That Time the people will come out in staggered groups
as if they were swarming locust - 54:07,

b. so that they may be caused to see the fiuits of their
worldly deeds: good for good and evil for evil; and each of
them shall have enough pre-occupation of his/her own -
80:37.
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Like for the Like

99:07-08 ,

a. Then whoever had done any deed of righteousness, even o o r J..a- 3).3 JLM g e ua&
to the iota’s weight, or a particle of dust, shall see it, and

rewarded for it. AT Z Ty
b. And whoever had done any evil deed, even to the iota’s o #x b J JuM " j
weight, or a particle of dust, shall see it, and rewarded for it.

100 * Al->Adiyat

Passion for Wealth

100:06 and 08 P —

a. The human being is indeed ungratefully disobedient to ° 3 @53’;_1 &““:"’Yl ol

his RABB — the Lord Supreme: WHO created him and g B )

sustains him. & ?.u...L::J AT 20 Lan

b. and s/he is truly very excessive, as well as aggressive in ki 'j\; e

his passion for wealth.

100:09-10 gome g e g s e

a. Does s/he not realize what shall happen to her/him when oyl 3 Lo Jm 1] ;-lsu plt]

all that is contained in the graves shall be dredged and . Bk P

thrown out, osdall 3L Lo

b. and, when all secrets that are contained in the hearts -

shall be made known at that Time of Judgment?

100:11 ‘-, ,"_,‘,, ¢ ¢

a. Surely, their RABB — the Lord Supreme, at that Time is ° J—‘-;?d ,:’-;"3-’ s T ¢ 1

fully Aware of them that they were ungratefully disobedient

to HIM in spite of the fact that HE created them and sustained

them despite their dishelief and defiance.

101 * Al-Qéri’ah

The Disastrous Rattling

101:01 and 04-05 s F A e aL o

a.Al-Qari'ah - The Disastrous Rattling! o LJl CJ)S-.' £ o E&JLEL |

b. It shall happen at the dreadful Time when the human P

being shall be like scattered moths propelling towards the o gigtia _’ 7 L',,u| JpJL.’ﬂ

Fire,

c. and the mountains shall be depleted like fluffs of carded 2 T g TEa A

wool, adrift gelle= dladl 0 595

E R 4

o \___j«}ém“

Valuable, Valueless

101:06-09 and 11 T e

a. Then, the one whose scales of rrue faith and deeds of o) prcdas e Ll

righteousness are heavy in weight, according to ALLAH s )

measures and evaluation, W L ‘3’}{?3

b. shall have an eternally pleasing life full of joy and - . =

contentment. o P

¢. And, the one whose scales of true faith and deeds of 0 sz el e Lely

righteousness are light in weight, according to ALLAH s
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measures and evaluation,

d. shall be with/in the mother/y lap of hawiya - embraced in
abyss.

e. Hawiya - abyss is a blazing fire, burning fiercely with
maximum intensity!

102 * Al-Takathur

Self-Indulgent

102:01-02 and 08

a. O People of the World!

b. You greedily amass abundance of worldly possessions
and riches, which distracts you from the Remembrance of
ALLAH,

¢. until you reach the graveyards.

OJJS:.J ri_é.l!
Ty 2 ¥} .5’

O‘EL.’:I_A_” “JJ(S}_

d. Then, at that Time of Judgment, you shall be questioned )..:.Jl u; Lo e P
about the Bliss - fiow these worldly possessions and riches
were acquired and utilized.
103 * Al-’Asr

Ingredients of the Faith
103:02-03 . ..
a. Indeed, human being is in a state of deep loss, ° > A u_ms}! ol
b. except for those men and women, young and old, who: z -7

- firmly believe in ALLAH - the One God, HIS Revelations A N

through Adam to Muhammad, and the Afterlife; and i |3)’*‘°5 ‘3"““ o) Y,!

- always do deeds of righteousness; and

- motivate one another keeping to the truth, and

- encourage patience and steadfastness in adversity. See
also 05:08, 49:13 and 95.:04-06.

o foll o533l el 55

104 * Al-Humazah

Wealth to Tyrannize

104:01-03

a. Woe to every one who gossips, slanders and
backbites/finds faults of others - see also 49:11-12 for
comparable thematic issues,

b. the one, who also amasses wealth without spending a part
of it in charity, and counting it greedily, over and over, and
checking the bank balance again and again,

c. thinking that his/7er wealth shall last for ever, or
immortalize him/her.

104:04and 06 - 09

a. No! Never!

b. It is not the way s/he likes to thinks - neither his/her wealth
shall last for ever, nor immortalize him/her.

c. In fact, s/he shall be certainly cast into the Hutamah in
the Afterlife.

d. The Hutamah is ALLAH's fiercely kindled Fire, set to
blaze for ever,

e. that laps to the sinfil hearts, and shall burn within as
without.
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f. It shall close in on them in endless columns - efernally
trapped in it.

105 * Al-F1l

Chewed Chaff

105:01-05

a. Have you not considered how your RABB — the Lord
Supreme, dealt with the People of the Elephant /hat
marched from Yemen in Year 570 on the orders of Abyssinian
Governor, named Abrahah, to destroy HIS House of Ka'bah
in Makkah?

b. Did HE not make their evi/ plans go wrong?

c. And HE sent upon them birds in flocks over flocks from
all directions,

d. striking at them pebbles of hard-baked clay.

e. And, thus, //E reduced them like a field of chewed chaff.

ooty Ja e

o ol 3 18 o a o oAl
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106 * Al-Quraysh

Two Essentials: Food and Security

106:03-04

a. Recollecting 02:126 and 29:67, they must exclusively
submit in worship, reverence and obedience to RABB — the
Lord Supreme of this House of Ka'bah,

b. The One WHO provides them with food in situations of
hunger and impoverishment, and

c. gives them peace and security in situations of fear.

o 1h 5 2055
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107 * Al-Ma’uin

Denial of Goodness

107:01-07

a. Have you ever considered the one who denies the Time
of Resurrection and Judgment?

b. It is the one who is stingy and selfish and mistreats the
orphan,

c¢. and, who does not motivate others to feed and clothe the
destitute.

d. So woe to those who apparently Pray, but they are
unmindful of the meanings and demands of their Prayers;

e. those who do so only to show off; and to be seen and noted,
f. yetrefuse to extend even a little support to the needy.
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108 * Al-Kawthar

Blessings in Abundance of Good

108:01-03

a. O Prophet Muhammad!

b. Surely WE have granted you Al-Kawthar: the
abundance of good; also refers to a river in Paradise which is
whiter than milk and sweeter than honey.

c. So offer Prayer for your RABB —the Lord Supreme, and
d. devote yourself to HIS worship, or give sacrifice.

e. Surely, itis not you, but your enemy - the one who satirizes
vou and detests you - people of pagan-Makkah at that time
and people of Dar al-kuf at that time whose traces have been
cut off from abundance of good and posterity.

LD o Lo SEF
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109 * Al-Kafiran

Declaration

109:01-06

a. Being mindful of 06:136 and 39:03, declare:

b. 'O The Disbelievers!

c.Ido not worship what you worship,

d. nor do you worship tie One whom I worship.

e. And neither I am the one who is ever going to worship
what you worship,

f. nor you are those who would ever worship the One whom
I'worship, if vou keep to your present worshipful practies and
Jallacies.

g. For you, is your understanding of religion, and its
consequential ramifications in the Sight of ALLAH, and the
Afterlife, and

h. for me, is my understanding of religion, and its
consequential ramifications in the Sight of ALLAH, and the
Afterlife.

110 * Al-Nasr

Help that Opens Way to Success

110:01-03

a. When there comes ALLAH's help, and I7E opens up your
way fo victory,

b. and you shall see people entering ALLAH's Religion of
Islam in masses and swarming crowds; see also 48:28.

c. So glorify your RABB — the Lord Supreme, with HIS
praise,

d. and, seek HIS forgiveness.

e. Surely, HE is the Acceptor of Repentance, and Ever-
Pardoning.
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111 * Al-Masad

Doomed Forever

111:01-03 L )
a. May the hands of Abu Lahab be ruined — the name o Sty gl 100 s
literally means Father of Flame implying fiery tempered 2l -

ﬁ;i}:n_ nickname of Abd al-'Uzza, the Prophet's paternal il 1 i ,:\jL;fﬁ. 2 g;'; f T
b. and may he be ruined himself 100, i.e. may he be left with I B T
no good and perish. o b Ll Jall

¢. Neither his wealth sha/l help him,
d. nor his worldly gains would rescue him from ALLAH's

punishment,
e. He shall soon enter a blazing Fire, full of leaping flames.
L me s g 2E > 0
111:04-05 o sl JUs a3l .l
a. And with him his wife - Arwa bint Harb ibn Umayyad - too e s
shall enter blazing Fire; 0 dews o S b= 8
- 3

b. carrier of firewood: she used to tie bunches of thorns with
strings of twisted strands/cord and throw them onto the
Prophet's passage in Makkah. She would also slander the
Prophet and was famous for bad mouthing him,

¢. with a strongly twisted s¢rands/cord around her neck.

112 * Al-Ikhlas/Al-Tawhid

Purity of the Faith

o HERALLAH, e One, o ST
g II;JQL%F:I%/:: gil;ggi!ge eternally Besought of all while ° 'U}j :’:9 :ﬂ" ;'j
ff{?ffﬁi Tzﬁ,;;md} no extension. < ri':"f G';é'" ’:‘i ui-:’ o /3

g. Neither parenting anyone: no son, no daughter, no other
Jform of downstream existence,

h. nor born of anyone: no parents, no siblings, no family, no
other form of upstream existence

i. And there is no one and could never be HIS equal: no
conception, no equivalence, no resemblance.

- Al-Bukhari relates a hadith which quotes the Prophet
sayving: 'l swear by HIM, WHO holds my soul in HIS Hand
that this Siirah is equivalent to one third of the Qur'an.’ Or as
the Prophet may have said.
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113 * Al-Falaq

Protection against Evil

113:01-05

a, Say:

b. I seek refuge with RABB — the Lord Supreme of the
Daybreak, the light that prevails over the darkness and
brings enlightenment

c. against the evil and viciousness of HIS creation - everyone
and everything, visible or invisible,

d. and, against the evil and viciousness of the night when its
darkness settles in my mind preventing me from perceiving
and comprehending the truth,

e. and, against the evil and viciousness of those who
manipulate by black magic, witchcraft and casting spells by
blowing on knots,

f. and, against the evil and viciousness of the jealous and the
rival when s/he shows jealousy and rivalry with grudge.
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114 * Al-Nas

Protection with the Lord Supreme

114:01-06

a. Say:

b. I seek refuge with RABB — the Lord Supreme of the
Humankind,

c. The Master and Absolute Sovereign of the Humankind,

d. ELAH - the One God of the Humankind,

e. against the evil and viciousness of the satanic whisperer,
the sneaking;

f. the one who whispers illusory thoughts and incites
temptations lusts and falsehood into hearts/consciousness of
the human Kkind;

g. whether the sneaking whisperer be of the satanic jinn -
invisible forces - and/or the satanic human being. See also
06:112and 07:17.

h. Al-Bukhart, Abit Dawid, al-Tirmidhi and al-Nasa'T relate
that Sayedah “A'ishah, may ALLAH be pleased with her, said:
The Prophet when getting into bed to sleep, would recite
113:01-05 and 114:01-06, and, blow into both hands and
would run his palms over his head, his face and the fiont part
of his body, before running them over the rest of his body. He
would do it three times." Or as the Prophet may have done.
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